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January is the season of inaugural 
addresses and resolutions. It is a 
time when organizations and nations 
of all shapes and sizes sum up the 
previous year and make goals about 
the year to come.  
 
Recently I read a speech Chancellor 
Wyatt of Vanderbilt University made 
to several hundred professors and 
staff members. They were all 
gathered to kick off a new year. He 
gave facts and figures, stated the 
goals that were met from the 

previous year and those that would 
be the focus of the coming year, but 
then he emphasized the sacred 
calling of teachers and staff. He 
invited them to think deeper than 
the statistics and scorecards and 
hold sacred their holy calling of 
shaping people.   
 
As followers of Christ, we too, have a 
sacred calling—we are to 
communicate and integrate the love 
and healing ministry of Jesus (in all 
of its many forms) into everything we 

say and do. For we too have the holy 
calling of shaping people for God’s 
mission.  
 
We are called by God and sent by 
God for God’s purposes. That means 
we are to use the many gifts God has 
given us for God’s mission.  
 
This story is told in Reframing Organizations 
by Lee Bolman and Terrence E. Deal on 
pp.259-60. 

A Note from the Senior Pastor 

This month, during worship, we will be asking you to let 
us know your spiritual gifts so that they can be used for 
the sake of God’s mission. At Kinsmen, we have come up 
with priorities for 2015. For the sake of God’s mission we 
will: 
1. Respond to the growing and changing population in 

Northwest Harris County.  
2. Remove the Barriers to participating in the body of 

Christ. 
3. Develop leaders who will train others to invite and 

lead. 
 
Just as the Wise Men brought gifts to Jesus, what gifts 
can you bring to these priorities for the New Year? 
 
We will also begin reading from the Gospel of Mark and 
we will hear many “call” stories during our worship 
time: the baptism and call of Jesus, the call of Samuel, 
and the call of Jonah to “Get up and Go!”  
 
Can you too hear God’s call? Are you ready? 
On your Mark, Get Set, Go!  
 

 

January 11—Beginning the Journey 
January 18—Hearing the Call 
January 25—Going the Distance 
February 1—Seeing the Needs 
February 8—Feeding the Body and the Spirit 

On Your Mark, Get Set, Go!  
New Sermon Series beginning this January 
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Pastor Beth spent a year living in Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem where she served as the Seminary Intern at 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Jerusalem and at 
Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. The Rev. Dr. 
Mitri Raheb, pastor of Christmas Lutheran Church, was 
her internship supervisor at that time. Since then, she 
has continued her connection with this church and its 
ministries, and led six trips for seminary and church 
groups. 
   
Are you interested in traveling with Pastor Beth to meet 
our Lutheran brothers and sisters in the city of 
Bethlehem? Are you interested in visiting biblical and 
archaeological sites that will deepen your understanding 
of the Bible? Some unique features of a trip would be:  
 
 Experiencing the 5th Gospel—The Land—by visiting 

key sites from the Biblical narrative and learning 
about their history and current relevance. 

 Forming a relationship with Christmas Lutheran 
Church in Bethlehem and its members. 

 Learning how Christians living in the West Bank 
foster hope.   

 Engaging in the arts and culture focus, or health and 
wellness focus, of the ministries of Christmas 
Lutheran Church.  

 Meeting and learning from Christian, Muslim and 
Jewish peacemakers. 

 
Contact Pastor Beth 
(bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org) if you are 
interested in this journey of faith, learning, and 
relationship building. Our first meeting to determine 
dates will be on Sunday, February 8 at 12:30PM in the 
Conference room. 

2015 Holy Land Trip Meeting 

Because our worship services are made public on the 
web, we refrain from saying first and last names in 
our spoken prayers of the people. However, a full list 
of prayer requests, using first and last names, is 
always printed in the bulletin.  

Spoken Prayers 

Kinsmen Lutheran Church invites all runners (and 
walkers) of the Chevron Houston Marathon and 
Aramco Houston Half Marathon to a Blessing of the 
Runners during worship on Saturday, January 17 at 
5:30PM.  May you run with perseverance the race that 
is set before you. 

Blessing of the Runners 
Come One, Come All, Come Follow the Call.  
Kindermass, a worship service led by the Sunshine 
Singers, Morning Glory Choir, and Youth Ringers, will 
be held Sunday, January 25 at the 8:15 and 11AM 
worship services.  What an exciting way to experience 
inspiring worship—through the leadership of our 
youngest worship leaders! 

Kindermass—January 25 
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Dr. Stuart and Michelle Dorsey will 
be at Kinsmen on Sunday, January 
18 to speak about Texas Lutheran 
University and talk to parents, 
students, and alumni. 
 
Dr. Stuart Dorsey, a former 
economics professor, academic dean, 
and university president, is the 15th 
President of Texas Lutheran 
University in Seguin, Texas. 
  
Prior to becoming president in July 
2011, Dr. Dorsey served as the ninth 
president of the University of 
Redlands in Redlands, California, 
from 2005 to 2010. Before serving as 
the president at Redlands, he was 
the vice president for academic 
affairs at the University of 
Evansville in Indiana and vice 
president and academic dean at 
Baker University in Kansas.  
 
In addition to his service as a college 
administrator and professor, Dr. 
Dorsey worked as an applied 
economist in the federal government 
early in his career. He was a 
research economist with the U.S. 
Department of Labor before being 
appointed as chief economist for the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Finance. 
At the Finance Committee under its 

Chairman, former Sen. Robert Dole, 
R-Kan., Dr. Dorsey worked on a wide 
range of policy issues including the 
federal deficit, Social Security, 
Medicare, and tax code reform. 
“Pretty clearly, we didn’t solve all of 
those issues, but it was a 
tremendous privilege and learning 
experience for a young economist,” 
Dr. Dorsey recalls. 
 
Dr. Dorsey’s research has been 
supported by the U.S. Department of 
Labor, the Center for Economic 
Development at West Virginia 
University, and the W.E. Upjohn 
Institute for Employment Research. 
He is co-author of “Pensions and 
Productivity,” (with Christopher 
Cornwell and David Macpherson). 
He has written numerous articles in 
such publications as The Journal of 

Labor Economics, Journal of Human 
Resources, Southern Economic 
Journal and Industrial and Labor 
Relations Review. 
 
Dr. Dorsey holds a bachelor’s degree 
in economics from the University of 
South Dakota, and a master’s degree 
and Ph.D. in economics from 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
Mo. He serves as the vice-chair of 
the Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Texas, an advisory 
trustee for Southwest Research 
Institute in San Antonio, and a 
member of the Seguin Economic 
Development Corporation. Dr. 
Dorsey and his wife Michelle are 
proud parents to five adult children. 
  
Please welcome Dr. and Mrs. Dorsey 
to Kinsmen on Sunday, January 18! 

TLU President coming to Kinsmen Sunday, January 18 

Transportation Assistance 
We have members and guests who 
are interested in attending worship 
at Kinsmen but are in need of 
transportation assistance.  If you 
might be able to help with 

transportation in the FM1960 and 
Fallbrook area, Greenwood Forest 
apartments, or 290 and Muschke, 
please contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
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If you have been worshipping at Kinsmen and you would 
like to learn more about our church, or if you think you 
might be interested in becoming a member, we invite you 
to consider attending our upcoming new member class on 
January 25 from 12—2PM in the Community Room.  
Lunch is provided and childcare is available upon 
request. 
 
Participation in the class does not commit you to church 
membership, but is an opportunity for you to find out 
more about the life and ministry of Kinsmen.  If you 
would like to register or know more visit 
kinsmenlutheran.org, or contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

New Member Class 

Do you want to grow in your 
relationship with Christ? Do you 
want to acquire the skills to handle 
different life situations in your every 
day journey? Then, the Community 
of Hope is for you!  You will be 
challenged in your relationship with 
Christ, and utilize life skills to help 
others.  
 
Community of Hope International is 
designed to create Christian 
communities of lay volunteer 
pastoral caregivers united in prayer, 
shaped by Benedictine Spirituality, 
and equipped for and serving in 
pastoral care ministries.  
 
The volunteer Pastoral Caregivers 
remain united in prayer and 
community as their ministries lead 
them to serve in the congregation 
and in the wider community. The 
program remains rooted in 

Benedictine Spirituality and is 
based on the classic “clinical 
pastoral education” model used 
in many hospitals to train 
pastoral caregivers.  
 
The Community of Hope training 
awakens trainees to God’s call on 
each of our lives by helping 
individuals discover and better 
understand their own spiritual gifts 
for ministry. Each participant is 
encouraged to make this experience 
a journey into wholeness to use this 
opportunity to explore a “rule of life”, 
practice sacred silence, Christian 
meditation, compassionate listening, 
pastoral identity, and Lectio Divina, 
all within the context of Benedictine 
Spirituality. This experience builds 
Community and develops spiritually 
centered pastoral caregivers.  
 
 

Community of Hope training will 
begin February 2.  Interested or 
questions? Contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
an application.  The cost for the class 
is $50.   
 
Care of the sick must rank above and 
before all else so they may truly be 
served as Christ, who said, ‘I was 
sick and you visited me,’…  

(Matthew 25:36)  
The Rule of Benedict; Chapter 36  

Community of Hope (COH)  
Training Coming to Kinsmen   

Thank you to Patti Benesh, Jennifer Nash, and 
Kathy Sutter for serving on council the last three 
years. Also, a special thank you to Myron Menk for 
serving as President last year. The work you did was 
greatly appreciated. The members of the 2015 
Church Council are: Scott Nott, Michelle Ivey, Mike 
Velotas, Kevin Edwards, Myron Menk, Caleb Shaw, 
Nathan Anderson, Jackie Hanson, and Ali DeLuca.  
 
We are excited to serve the congregation in 2015. 
 

Peace, 
Scott Nott 

Council President 

Council News 
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Kinsmen’s annual Marriage 
Milestone will be held on 
Saturday, January 31 in the 
Community Life Center.   
 
Come for appetizers and a 
catered dinner from New 
Seasons Catering and Bistro 
beginning at 6:30PM.  Bring a 
bottle of wine to share at your 
table.  Warren Hanson will be 

providing the evening’s program.  Tickets are $20 per person 
and will go on sale January 10.  Tickets must be pre-purchased 
by January 25.  Childcare is available for children through 
Grade 5.  For more information contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

To Have and To Give: A 
Celebration of Marriages  

Ever sit in church on Sunday and 
wonder where the flowers on the 
altar came from?   
 
They might have come from the 
person sitting next to you.  
Kinsmen’s Flower Committee takes 

donations of $25 in honor of, in 
memory of a loved one, or in 
celebration of a family milestone and 
uses the donations to create the 
beautiful altar and narthex 
arrangements.   
 
On Mondays, a team of  re-arrangers 
breaks the floral pieces down to 
make smaller arrangements of 
flowers that are then delivered to 
Kinsmen members.  If you have 
donated flowers for that week you 
will receive one of these smaller 
arrangements delivered to you.  
Others may be delivered to the 
hospitalized, the homebound, the 
sick, those grieving, those celebrating 
the birth of a baby, those in a new 
home, or even those who need one 
“just because.” 

Your $25 donation for flowers goes a 
long way: it beautifies the Sanctuary 
for the worship services, it can honor 
a loved one’s memory, it can 
celebrate a loved one’s achievements, 
it can be given to the Glory of God, or 
it can remind Kinsmen members 
that others are thinking of them and 
hoping for God’s healing grace to 
come to them in a time of need.    
 
You may donate online or sign up on 
the chart located in the narthex.  
Thank you for sharing grace.   

Flower Angels 

January 8 – Lasagna 
January 15 – Stir Fry 

January 22 – King Ranch Chicken 
January 29 – Barbecue  

 
Wednesday Night Suppers are served 

from 5:45—7PM each Wednesday.    
Enjoy a midweek meal with your 

Kinsmen family.  Adults are $5, children 
age 4 through 12 are $3, 3 and younger 

eat for free. Dine in or take out! 
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2014-2015 Milestone Ministry Calendar 
Milestone 
Ministry 
Passing on 
faith…. 
milestone by 
milestone.  
 

 A faith milestone is a marker along 
life's journey that says, “This is 
something important and God is here, 
too!” It's time to pause, to share the 
joys and sorrows, and to give and 
receive support.  Milestones are a time 
of fun, learning and celebrating as we 
mark the important Milestones in one’s 
faith life.     

Watch your email for more 
information!  If you do not receive 
the Children’s Ministry Newsletter 
at the beginning of each month, 
please let Sara Ray know 
(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

3-Year-Olds Beginning Sunday School Sept. 14*, 2014 

Pre-kindergarten Prayer TBD, Feb. 22*, 2015 

Kindergarten Worship & The Church Year Jan. 4 & 11*, 2015 

1st Grade Missions & Service  Nov. 2 & 9*, 2014 

2nd  Grade Stewardship   Sept. 28 & Oct. 5*, 2014 

3rd Grade God’s Word Sept. 14* & 21,  2014 

4th Grade First Communion Oct. 10—12 & 26*, 2014 

5th Grade Endings May 17, 2015 

6th Grade Beginnings Sept. 14*, 2014 

7th  Grade Relationships Jan. 25 & 31*, 2015 

8th Grade Rite of Confirmation May 24*, 2015 

9th Grade Beginnings Aug. 20 & 24*, 2014 

10th Grade Driver’s License Sept. 21 & 28*, 2014 

12th Grade Graduation June 7*, 2015 

All Ages Grief & Healing Nov. 1, 2014 

All Ages Marriage Jan. 31, 2015 

All Ages Empty Nesters Aug. 24*, 2014 

* Indicates the date of celebration 

Kindergarteners! Join us for your 
milestone January 4 & 11 in the Community Room from 
9:30-10:30AM.  We will be learning about the seasons of the 
church and the parts of worship.  Make sure you bring your 
parents for this great opportunity to learn together!  We will 
celebrate with our Kinsmen family during worship at 
8:15AM on Sunday, January 11. 
 
Pre-K/4 year old Milestone Watch your email for 
information about this event! We will be spending more time 
together off campus, and we will be celebrating with our 
Kinsmen family on February 22 at 11AM worship. 

Upcoming 
Milestones	
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Advent Retreat at Lutherhill 

Mark Warpmaeker, Josh Scott, Beth Hurtado, and Sara 
Ray traveled with 17 kids to Lutherhill for the Advent 
Retreat! We followed the star around camp, we 
worshiped, we played, and we enjoyed time together as a 
Kinsmen family. Check out more pictures on Facebook 
and Instagram!  
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Save the Dates  

Camp Hope 2015 

Camp Hope is a youth-led, adult-mentored day camp 
offered at Kinsmen Lutheran Church every summer.  
This Summers dates are …  
  

 

June 22-26 
June 15-19 
June 28-July 3 

  
To attend Camp Hope, your child must be entering 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2015. Youth currently in 7th 
grade and higher are encouraged to be part of the 
leadership of Camp Hope. Contact Sara Ray 
(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) or Pastor Mark England 
(mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) if you have any 
questions about Camp Hope! 

Lutherhill Summer Camp 

Lutherhill is a residential camp in La Grange, Texas.  
Kinsmen will be taking a group of children to camp for a 
week this summer.  
 

Activities include: 
Learning from cabin Bible studies and camp-wide 
worships ● Enjoying afternoon activities and daily All 
Camp activities ● Growing in community through camp 
songs and games ● Spending an evening around the 
campfire making s’mores 

To register, go to www.lutherhill.org and be sure to use 
the codes below based on your child’s age and gender to 
make sure they are housed with the other Kinsmen kids. 
 

July 12—15  
1st Graders 

Alpha Female: KLCALPHF15 
Alpha Male: KLCALPHM15 

 
2nd & 3rd Graders 

Yearlings Female: KLCYEARF15 
Yearlings Male: KLCYEARM15 

 

July 12—19  
4th & 5th Graders 

Female Youngns: KLCYOUNF15 
Male Youngns: KLCYOUNM15 
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Scout News 

It is never too late to join Scouts! Cub Scout Pack 440 
welcomes your 1st—5th grade son to make new 
friendships and learn life-long skills. Some upcoming 
events include the Pinewood Derby (January), Blue & 
Gold Banquet (February), Scout Fair and outdoor 
camping (April).  

Visit www.bsa-pack440.org for more information, 
contact Charlotte Sziy, Committee Chair, or call the 
church office (281-444-3126).   

The 4 year old class traveled to the 
Christmas Tree Farm last month 
and had a blast!  

KCA News 
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Tuesdays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

We will have a planning meeting for the ELCA Youth 
Gathering (all adults and youth) at 12PM on Sunday, 
January 11 in the Community Room.  We will discuss 
transportation and the upcoming fundraiser at the meeting. 
This meeting is mandatory. If you have questions, contact 
Pastor Mark (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

ELCA Youth Gathering Planning Meeting 

Attention 7th Grade Youth & Parents 
Relationship Milestone, January 25 & 31 

Relationship Milestone 
Sunday evening, January 25  
& Saturday evening, January 31 
 
God has given us an abundance of relationships through 
our family, friends, dating, and with our Creator 
through Jesus Christ.  We want to recognize, equip, gift, 
and bless our 7th grade youth and their families as we 
learn more about Christ centered Relationships.   
 
1st Session: Sunday evening January 25 – Location TBD 
For the first session, we will meet at the home of one of 
our 7th Grade youth (TBD) on a Sunday evening, 
January 25 for a potluck and conversation.  If you would 
be open to hosting this session at your home, let Pastor 
Mark know (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
 

2nd session: Saturday, January 31 at 4PM 
The second session will be in the Community Room at 
Kinsmen on Saturday, January 31 at 4PM followed by 
the celebration at 5:30PM worship, and then serving at 
the Marriage Milestone dinner from 6:30—8:30PM. 
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All Junior High youth are invited to join us for 
Confirmation Camp this summer, July 5—10.   
 
Experience a week at Lutherhill as a confirmation 
group!  Grow closer as a community and develop your 
faith as you are challenged by new experiences! Last 
year there was a waiting list, so sign up now!   
 
Cost is $380, but the following discounts are available: 
 
Early Bird Registration! When we receive your Camp 
Balance and Registration Form before March 3, you will 
receive $20 off your camp fees!  
 
Siblings Discount! $30 off of younger siblings’ camp fees. 
Discount does not apply to Family Camp. 
 
Bring a Friend Discount! If you bring a friend who has 
never been to camp before, you or your friend can take 
$30 off of the camp fee, or share the discount at $15 a 
piece. 
 
 
 

While there you can …  
 Learn from cabin Bible studies and camp–wide 

worships 
 Challenge yourself on the high ropes course 
 Enjoy afternoon activities and daily All Camp 

activities 
 Grow in community with your Confirmation group 

and fellow junior high students 
 Spend a night cooking over open fires and sleeping 

in the tree houses and hanging village. 
 
 

 
 
 

For information visit Lutherhill.org 

Junior High Confirmation Camp at Lutherhill 
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On Friday, February 6, we will have morning coffee and 
a tour at Java Pura Coffee Roasters plant.  We will 
lunch at the Empire Cafe followed by a tour of the 
Rienzi House by the Museum of Fine Arts. Rienzi, the 
MFAH house museum for European decorative arts and 
paintings, is situated on four acres of wooded gardens 
in the historic River Oaks neighborhood. The cost of 
this trip is $5 per person, plus your lunch. The county 
bus will leave Kinsmen at 9AM. 
 
Tuesday, February 17, 2015, the Texas Senior Advocacy 
Coalition is sponsoring a Senior Day at the Capitol, and 
Harris County Precinct 4 is taking part by sending 
seven busloads of seniors to the capital. There will be a 

celebration of contributions by older Texans to our 
state, a tour of the capital, visits with state 
representatives, and additional activities. Precinct 4 
does warn that extensive walking is required. For more 
details see the senior bulletin board or call Precinct 4 
(281-893-3726) to make a reservation. 
 
Senior Game Day is held the 1st Tuesday of each month 
from 1—4PM in the Community Room. 
 
To make reservations or for more information on any 
Seniors’ events, please contact Grace or Hélène, or call 
the church office (281-444-3126). 

Kinsmen Seniors 

“Experiencing Family” 
Small Groups at Kinsmen 

Kinsmen is large enough 
that you cannot know 
everybody.  However, we 
want everybody at 
Kinsmen to be a part of a 
group where they can be 
fully known. The purpose 
of small groups at 
Kinsmen is to 

Experience Family.  We want everyone to have a 
place to share their joys and struggles, study and 
respond to God’s Word, and pray for one another.  
 
On January 25 there will be a leader training from 
12—2PM in the Community Room.  In this meeting 
we will share helpful tips and tricks with small 
group leaders and introduce the Small Group 
material we will be using during Lent. Lunch will be 
provided. If you need child care, please let Pastor 
Mark know. 
 
New small groups will begin forming on February 1, 
2015. If you are interested in joining a group, or 
leading a group, contact Pastor Mark England 
(mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

Announcing Lent Small 
Group Materials 

Who Is This Man? The Unpredictable Impact of 
the Inescapable Jesus 
 
Jesus is history’s most familiar figure. His impact on 
the world is immense and non-accidental. From the 
Dark Ages to Post-Modernity he is the man who 
won’t go away. And yet … he did not brashly defend 
his movement in the spirit of a rising political or 
military leader. He did not lay out a case that history 
would judge superior in all future books. Who Is This 
Man?  illustrates how Jesus’ influence has swept 
over history, bringing his inspiration to the evolution 
of art, science, government, medicine, and education.  
 
Who Is This Man? shows how his vision for us to lead 
lives of dignity, compassion, forgiveness, and hope 
continues to inspire and challenge humanity today. 
 
In this five-session DVD-based small group Bible 
study, Who Is This Man? John Ortberg reveals how 
Jesus made an inescapable influence on our world 
and you will learn how you can make one too! 
 
From http://www.johnortberg.com/books/who-is-this-man-study-
guide-with-dvd/ 
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Upcoming Bible Study Opportunities 

Ladies’ Evening Bible Study 
Thursdays at 7PM 
Conference Room 
 
Join the ladies of Kinsmen beginning January 15, 
2015 as we begin a new year of exciting Bible studies 
chosen just for us!  
 
During the next 9 months we will walk the shores of 
Thessalonica, delve into the life of our Lord Jesus as 
viewed by his earthly family members, discover a 
movement sweeping our nations young people and 
learn what it means and can cost to stand up for our 
faith, and finally, deal with the five emotional 
storms in life we all face: Heartbreak, Fear, Regret, 
Insecurity, and Shame. We will learn how to let go of 
past mistakes and discover our circumstances are 
not coincidental—God's timing is impeccable!  
 
Whether you're facing family crises, medical 
diagnoses, relationship troubles, doubts, or fears, 
you'll come away encouraged that even though it 
may not feel that way, you are exactly where Christ 
wants you to be! Come and join us for fellowship, 
fun, and learning as we study God's word and apply 
it to our lives. All ladies are welcome, Kinsmen 
member or not, and guests are encouraged. 
Childcare is provided. 

Ladies’ AM Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10AM 
Community Room 

  
The Ladies Morning 
Bible Study will begin 
a new and exciting 
study on January 8, 
2015.  We are going 
to begin a study 
based on the hit 
movie God is Not 
Dead that will take 
six weeks to 

complete.  On the 7th week we will watch the movie 
in its entirety.   We will follow this study with two 
more before ending our spring session in the middle 
of May 2015. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 7 PM 
Conference Room 
  
We are looking for a few 
good men and their sons!   
 
The Kinsmen Men’s Bible 
Study group plans to 
resume it’s study of Max 
Lucado’s Life Lessons: 
Book of James.  We will 
resume on January 5, 2015 
with lesson #5, “How Faith 
Works.”  Come join this 
small group for lively 
discussion centered on 
God’s Word.  A variety of materials have already been 
assembled—all that is missing is you! 

For information on  
any of these Bible Studies,  
contact the church office 

(kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
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Capital Campaign: Feeding the Body & the Spirit 

Community Life Center 
Refurbishment and Kitchen 
Renovation 
 
As we embark on our capital 
campaign for the refurbishment of 
the Community Life Center (CLC) 
and renovation of the kitchen, we 
give thanks to those Kinsmen 
members whose generous financial 
support made the CLC a reality over 
22 years ago.  Throughout the years, 
activities in the Community Life 
Center have made a huge difference 
in many lives. Kinsmen's mission to 
"Inspire every generation to 
experience and share God's grace in 
Jesus Christ" has been significantly 
strengthened through various 
programs and services.  
 
The CLC is one of the important 
cornerstones of Kinsmen's mission, 
Feeding the Body and Spirit of those 
within our Kinsmen family and those 
in the surrounding community.  The 
CLC provides facilities for learning, 
fellowship, and support activities for 
Kinsmen members like Sunday 
School, Choir practice, Flower 
ministry, Small Group meetings, 

Sunday breakfast and 
Wednesday dinners, 
Annual events 
including the Crawfish 
Boil and the Marriage 
Feast, and Receptions 
following weddings and 
funeral services. The 
CLC also provides 
facilities for local 
community programs 
and activities, 

representing significant outreach, 
like Kinsmen Children's Academy, 
Camp Hope, Cub Scouts, Webelos 
and Boy Scouts, Fall Festival, 
Thanksgiving Feast, Sports 
activities, and Middle School and 
High School dances. 
 
These facilities have not had a major 
refurbishment or renovation since 
their dedication on April 20, 1992.  
They are aging and heavily used and 
we now need to address the work 
necessary to maintain these facilities 
in support of Kinsmen's mission.  
The renovation project will involve 
the refurbishment and upgrade of 
the classrooms, offices, library, main 
conference room, choir room, lobby, 
hallways, and restrooms.  It will 
include new paint, new flooring, new 
window treatments, new ceiling tiles 
and new light fixtures, switches and 
outlets.  Also new furnishings will be 
purchased for the classrooms, offices 
and the main conference room.  In 
the restrooms, a deep cleaning of all 
non-painted surfaces will be 
completed.  No work is planned for 
the gymnasium or the flower room, 
which are in excellent condition. 

Additionally, the project will include 
the renovation of the kitchen.  Most 
of the equipment and utilities are 
over 20 years old and well beyond 
their useful life.  These upgrades will 
allow us to better handle the 
demands placed on the kitchen for 
the extensive food service activities 
within Kinsmen.   
 
The estimated cost of these upgrades 
is $290,000.  In addition, we have 
decided to include a tithe of 10% 
bringing the total request to 
$325,000.  The 10% tithe will be 
provided to mission partners, with 
50% going to Global Mission and 50% 
going to local benevolence. 
 
As we begin the CLC Capital 
Campaign, we have already received 
gifts and pledges totaling $117,609.  
We express our deep gratitude to 
those who have given or pledged so 
generously to provide this capital 
campaign with a very robust "kick 
start." 
 

Project Timing 
Capital Campaign:  
February—March, 2015 
 
Phased Construction:  
April 6—June 5, 2015  
(Beginning the week after Easter 
and completed prior to Camp Hope) 
 
We invite you to make your gift to 
the CLC Capital Campaign during 
the February—March 2015 
campaign or before.   
 
Watch for more details to follow.   
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Mark your 
calendars for 
Sunday, 
February 1 at 
12PM!   

 
Our high school youth are putting together a Superbowl 
Party complete with food, games, a cake auction, and 
silent auction to raise money to help pay their way to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit, Michigan next 
summer.  
 
Over 30,000 youth are expected to attend the 5-day 
Youth Gathering that includes faith formation, worship, 
study, fellowship, service, and fun!  It takes place every 
three years and can be life changing for the kids that 
attend.  
 
 

Please come out to the Superbowl Fundraiser and help 
our youth get to this faith forming event!  The 
fundraiser will be fun for the whole family and you'll 
still be home in time for your own Superbowl festivities! 
Tickets will be sold after church in January.  
 
We also need donations of cakes and gift baskets for the 
silent auction.  If you, or your small group, can 
contribute, please contact Pastor Mark 
(mengland@kisnmenlutheran.org).   Some basket theme 
ideas are below, but feel free to get creative and come up 
with your own ideas. 
 
Basket Ideas: Dinner & Movie Night ● Coffee Supplies ● 
Chef, BBQ ● Crafts, Scrapbooking ● Easter ● Games ● 
Gardening ● Spa, Skin Care, Mani/Pedi ● Sports, 
Baseball, Superbowl ● Camping/S'more kit ● Baby ● 
Travel. 

ELCA Youth Gathering  
Superbowl Fundraiser 

Did you know Kinsmen’s Endowment Fund: 
 Began in 1997 
 Has grown to $100,000+ 
 Will begin funding special projects at Kinsmen from gains in the 

Fund 
 Has an average 4.25% total return on investment 
 Is managed by the ELCA Foundation 
  
Did you know the ELCA Foundation: 
 Has Regional Gift Planners to assist with Life Giving Plans 
 Offers Legacy Gift Planning tools and resources to participants 
 Administers bequests and can liquidate real estate and 

securities for the benefit of named beneficiaries 
 Can facilitate stock transfers on behalf of Kinsmen 
 Can accept gifts of real estate on behalf of Kinsmen 

Endowment Committee Fast Facts 
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NAM Holiday Toy Bags 
Thanks be to God!  Kinsmen filled 135 holiday toy bags 
for Northwest Assistance Ministries (NAM) “to bless a 
local family in a way they’ll always remember” during 
the holidays.  NAM had a goal to provide toys to 2,500 
children up to age 12. “This is absolutely one of my 
favorite projects of the year,” says Carole Little, 
President & CEO of NAM. “For weeks I get to watch as 
families, congregations, and local businesses drop off 
donations of toys and food. Then on distribution day, I 
see the joy that those gifts bring to local families. It’s 
such a beautiful, pure example of Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors.”  
 
Northwest Assistance Ministries is a non-profit, 
community-based social service agency that strives to 
meet basic human needs through Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. NAM provides assistance in areas such as 
food, shelter, health, education, safety, and financial 

education. In fiscal year 2013-2014, NAM touched the 
lives of more than 131,000 people through its many 
programs and services.  

Quilting – Blest be the ties that bind  
our hearts in Christian love.   

On God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday, September 7, 2014, 
several people chose to work on quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief.  Thus far, over 25 quilts have been made.  
Kinsmen Quilters will continue to make quilts until 
Easter but your help is needed.   
 
One way you may help is to simply drop a check in the 
offering plate and note “quilting” on the memo line.  
Financial gifts are used to purchase supplies such as 
filler, needles, and thread.   
 
An even more important way to help is to join in the 
quilting.  Training is provided.  Kinsmen quilters will 
meet on January 10 from 9AM—1PM in the Community 
Room (note this is a different location) and on January 
24 from 9AM—1PM in the Community Life Center.  
Questions?  Contact Connie Jackson, Maryellen Madsen, 
or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   
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Live Well 2015 
The New Year is here.  Resolutions to eat better or 
exercise more have likely been made—and maybe even 
broken.  If “wellness” is included in your New Year 
Resolution, what does that mean?   
 
Wellness is much more than physical health, exercise, or 
nutrition.  Merriam-Webster defines “wellness” as the 
quality or state of being in good health especially as an 
actively sought goal.  It is a lifelong journey toward 
optimal health.  It is the full integration of the different 
dimensions in one’s life—social, emotional, spiritual, 
environmental, occupational, intellectual, physical, and 
financial.  Each of these dimensions act and interact in a 
way that contributes to one’s quality of life or one’s 
wellness.   
 Social Wellness is the ability to interact with people 

around you.  It involves using good communication 
skills, having meaningful relationships, respecting 
yourself and others, and creating a support system 
that includes family members and friends.  

 Emotional Wellness is the ability to understand 
yourself and cope with the challenges life can bring.  
Emotional wellness is not an end stage but a 
continual process of change and growth.  The ability 
to acknowledge and share feelings of anger, fear, 
sadness, hope, love, joy, and happiness in a 
productive manner contributes to one’s emotional 
wellness.   

 Spiritual Wellness is the ability to establish peace 
and harmony in one’s life.  It includes developing a 
deep appreciation for the depth and expanse of life 
and natural forces that exist in the universe.  The 
ability to integrate your beliefs and values into your 
actions determines one’s spiritual wellness.  
Evaluate briefly your level of Spiritual Wellness:   

▫ Do you make time for relaxation in your day? 
▫ Do you make time for quiet reflection or 

clearing of my mind daily?  (Examples could 
include meditation, journaling, devotions, 
and/or prayer.)  

▫ Do your values guide your decisions and 
actions? 

▫ Am you accepting 
of the views of 
others?   

 Environmental Wellness is 
the ability to recognize one’s responsibility for the 
quality of the air, the land, and the water that 
surrounds us.  The ability to make a positive impact 
on the quality of our environment, be it our homes, 
our communities, or our planet contributes to one’s 
environmental wellness.   

 Occupational Wellness is the ability to get personal 
fulfillment from one’s job or chosen career path.  It is 
also the ability to establish balance between work 
and leisure time.  Our desire to contribute in our 
careers and to make a positive impact on the 
organization in which we work (or volunteer) and 
society as a whole leads to occupational wellness.   

 Intellectual Wellness is the ability to open one’s 
mind to new ideas and experiences.  The desire to 
participate in new learning, improving skills, and 
seeking challenges contribute to intellectual 
wellness.   

 Physical Wellness is the ability to take charge of 
your health by making conscious decisions to be 
healthy.  The desire to adopt healthful habits such as 
routine check ups, eating a balanced diet, and 
exercise will lead you to physical wellness.   

 Financial Wellness is the ability to manage your 
money. It includes your ability to make good 
consumer choices, donating money to a cause you 
believe in, seeking out appropriate financial 
opportunities, and learning to not let money be the 
driving force of your life.   

Martin Luther said:  This life, therefore, is not godliness 
but the process of becoming godly, not health but getting 
well, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise. We 
are not now what we shall be, but we are on the way. 
The process is not yet finished, but it is actively going on. 
This is not the goal but it is the right road. At present, 
everything does not gleam and sparkle, but everything is 
being cleansed.   

Take some time in 2015 to Live Well.   
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Thanksgiving Feast—November 27, 2014 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above…   

—James 1:17 
 
No one should have to spend the holidays alone and 
thanks to Kinsmen Lutheran Church they don’t have to.   

—Cypress Creek Mirror,  
November 26, 2014   

 
YEA GOD!  Thank you for your support of the 5th 
Annual Community Thanksgiving Feast and 3rd Annual 
5K/10K Run/Walk for your Turkey.   This event would 
not be possible without the support of the volunteers 
and the financial donations.  The food was superb!  The 
pies delightful!  The hospitality was exceptional!  It was 
a fantastic day.   
 
We had 141 registrants for the 5K/10K race which 
included 5 walk up registrants on Thanksgiving Day 
and we served 569 meals.   
 
 

Here are a couple of excerpts from thank-yous we 
received from the Thanksgiving Feast.     
 
I would like to thank you for the wonderful hospitality 
and delicious food at the Thanksgiving Feast.   Our 
people were very thankful … Thank you so much for 
providing the transportation also.   You and all the 
volunteers made a big difference in people's life that 
special day.  God bless you for all your efforts and hard 
work. 
 
Just wanted to say thank you to you all for the delicious 
food you brought us to the fire station (Champions).  
Everyone on both the day & night shift had nothing but 
compliments to say.  We really appreciate you thinking 
about us and providing us with such good food.  Thanks 
again on behalf of the crews on Engine & Tower 11. 
 
If you would like to be involved in the planning for the 
2015 Thanksgiving Feast, please contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   
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Run for Your Turkey—November 27, 2014 
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Family Caroling 
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Advent & Christmas  

Practicing for child‐led worship 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Staff Christmas Party 

Santa visits Kinsmen 
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Glimpses of Grace 

KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

Month of N  2014 

 Budget  Actual  Variance 

Income $140,418  $160,002  $19,584 

Expense $129,125  $127,764  $1,361 

Over/(Under) $11,293  $32,238  $20,945 

Total Income $1,355,632  $1,467,495  $111,863 

Total Expense $1,443,273  $1,414,402  $28,871 

Net ($87,641)  $53,093  $140,734 

Year to Date (N  2014) 

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE: CARE MINISTRY 

D  2014 

Total Flower Bouquets Rearranged 34 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 

N  2014 

Noisy Offering (Lutheran Disaster Response)  $2,407.00 

General Mission Support $11,608.87 

Designated Mission Support  $1,476.70 

Naomi Circle (Reach Unlimited)  $170.00 

KCA Scholarships $750.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $880.00 

Life Center $700.00 

Interfaith Hospitality Network $619.84 

Fall Fest (Greenwood Forest Elementary) $3,285.00 

NOVEMBER TOTAL $21,897.41 

Y‐T‐D TOTAL $163,043.40 

Sharing Grace Moments 
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Andrew Funke 1-Jan 

Maryellen Madsen 1-Jan 

Aleu Bil 1-Jan 

Dennis Ivey 2-Jan 

Laura Landgraf 2-Jan 

Michael Nott 3-Jan 

Joyce Hayes 3-Jan 

Caymann Johnston 4-Jan 

Larry Stark 4-Jan 

Stella Franklin 4-Jan 

Tracey Rudy 5-Jan 

Veronica Mosqueda 5-Jan 

Jonathan Blackwell 5-Jan 

Jeneisa Davis 5-Jan 

Dani Hakala 6-Jan 

Dawn Bilsten 7-Jan 

Joel Lockhart 7-Jan 

Neva Schoof 7-Jan 

Jessica Hudson 7-Jan 

Charlie McMahan 8-Jan 

Lynda Larson 8-Jan 

Katy Parr 8-Jan 

Jackie Kloppenburg 8-Jan 

Anjali Lueders 8-Jan 

Cynthia Wuerker 8-Jan 

Gary Mullinix 8-Jan 

Dylan Porter 9-Jan 

Ulf Lueders 9-Jan 

Isabella Hurtado 9-Jan 

Terry Schraeder 10-Jan 

Bob Boller 10-Jan 

Carol Hart 10-Jan 

Jennifer Fretwell 10-Jan 

Douglas Millman 11-Jan 

Janet Poorman 11-Jan 

Daniel Holsberg 12-Jan 

Cindy Porth 12-Jan 

Jack Howard 12-Jan 

Phillip Garlin 12-Jan 

Christine Heggeseth 12-Jan 

Irene P. Baasen 12-Jan 

James Hock 12-Jan 

Keith Cook 12-Jan 

Darlene Boggs 13-Jan 

Grace Mielke 13-Jan 

Ann Simpson 14-Jan 

Eva Gerber 14-Jan 

Ashley Bachmeier 14-Jan 

Jefferson Lockhart 14-Jan 

Patrick Landgraf 14-Jan 

Susan Rovang 15-Jan 

Linda Johanson 15-Jan 

Bruce Elijah 15-Jan 

Abigail Wietstruck 15-Jan 

Madeline Wietstruck 15-Jan 

Patsy Parr 16-Jan 

Susan Clark 16-Jan 

Amy Woods 17-Jan 

Steve Bachmeier 17-Jan 

Leigh Hahn 17-Jan 

Samantha Lemaux 17-Jan 

Randall Morgan 18-Jan 

Julie Mulkey 18-Jan 

Julie Pate 18-Jan 

Bishop Paul Blom 19-Jan 

Priscilla Gordon 19-Jan 

Suzanne Davis 19-Jan 

Steven Daniels 20-Jan 

Liz Fidler 20-Jan 

Alex Fidler 20-Jan 

Anna Keeling 20-Jan 

Karen Miller 21-Jan 

Kelly Henning 21-Jan 

Andrew Reder 22-Jan 

Egons Dunens 22-Jan 

Phoenix Gwamanda 22-Jan 

Rex Schraeder 22-Jan 

Max Schraeder 22-Jan 

Don Schlotterbeck 23-Jan 

Joshua Kaurich 23-Jan 

Jill Wittnebel 23-Jan 

Garrett Ray 24-Jan 

Deanna Porter 24-Jan 

Daniel Ehlers 25-Jan 

Lisa Erickson 25-Jan 

Sin-Ming Flora Lee 25-Jan 

Cathy Elijah 26-Jan 

Frannie Smith 26-Jan 

Jane Wiese 26-Jan 

John Kolkhorst 26-Jan 

Bob Swerdon 26-Jan 

Amber Smith 26-Jan 

Alvina Rinn 27-Jan 

Sue Junker 27-Jan 

Terry Richter 28-Jan 

Barton Garlin 28-Jan 

Alistair Laing 28-Jan 

Deborah Watkins 28-Jan 

Mitchell Rall 29-Jan 

Jenalie Lowe 29-Jan 

Kimberly Ford 29-Jan 

Jennifer Kaurich 30-Jan 

Allison McCue 30-Jan 

Dolores Wendt 30-Jan 

Christen Lowe 31-Jan 

Sylvia Orosco 31-Jan 

April Ruen 31-Jan 

*This list is compiled from church records.  If your name is missing or the informa on listed above is incorrect, please no fy the church office. 
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Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth and Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry and Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Robyn Johnson, Media and Communications Coordinator 
 rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting and Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Adult Handbells 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Lisa Yeager, Assistant Director for Preschool 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before and After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Joey Bansuelo, Interim Alleluia Choir Director 
 jbansuelo@misd.org 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Interim Organist 
 smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net  
  
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension	

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 

  CONTACT INFORMATION 
281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Weekend schedule 
Saturday 

5:30 PM                                

Informal Worship                       
with Communion 

Sunday 
8:15 AM & 11 AM           

Traditional Worship                  
with Communion on 1st, 3rd 
& 5th Sunday of each month 

 
9:30 AM                          

Contemporary Worship           
with Communion 

 

9:30 AM                         

Education Hour              
Classes for all ages 

(August - May) 

 

9 - 11 AM     
                    

Fellowship Breakfast 
Community Life Center 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Mark,  
or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) 
for more information. 

Membership 


