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A Note from the Senior Pastor 
At the beginning of August, I had the 
chance to hear Brené Brown speak at 
Willowcreek’s Global Leadership 
Summit. (If you have not heard 
Brené Brown, I recommend you 
listen to her TED Talk at 
www.TED.com) In her presentation 
she told about how her family 
vacation was almost ruined because 
of a miscommunication with her 
husband. She went into great detail 
explaining what had led to the 
miscommunication—how they had 
gone for a swim at Lake Travis in 
Austin, how she thought her 
husband had been ignoring what she 
was saying, how he had really been 
consumed by his own thoughts, and 
how this had brought them to the 
precipice of an intense argument that 
could have ruined their week of 
vacation.  

Then Brené told about how they 
talked in a calm manner and 
uncovered the root of 
misunderstanding. They realized 
that neither one of them was hearing 
each other because they were 
hearing the stories of insecurities 
that were playing over and over in 
their heads. She was hearing the 
story of insecurity over her body 
image and age. He was hearing the 
story of insecurity related to being 
unable to protect and care for his 
family. She continued by saying that 
after they talked it through, they 
were able to hear a new story that 
was grounded in intimacy, 
vulnerability, respect and 
unconditional love. The false stories 
that play in our heads are very 
powerful. These stories often have 
something to do with scarcity—not 
being enough, not having enough, not 
doing enough.  

God’s story is a different kind of 
story. It is one that talks about 
creation out of nothing, about more 

than enough forgiveness, about 
abundance beyond our imaginations. 
We need THESE stories to form our 
lives. We need the narrative of 
resurrection to shine in all the dark 
places of insecurity, despair and 
death. We need God’s story to become 
our story that we live and tell. It is 
difficult, however, to have God’s 
story shape the stories we tell in our 
lives if we don’t know God’s story. 

A few years ago some research was 
done in congregations across the 
United States about Biblical Fluency. 
Several important learnings came 
from this study: 1. People were not 
coming as they once were to Bible 
studies, so the Bible stories were not 
something that shaped imaginations, 
2. The lectionary that was being used 
was created for an agrarian culture 
and spoke better to that context 
which is NOT most of our contexts 
today, 3. The best time to teach the 
most people the Bible was through 
groups and coordinated sermons 
during worship services, 4. During 
worship time, people held onto and 
could remember the Bible lessons if 
the focus was narrowed to one story 
and one message during a worship 
service. 

With these and other learnings, the 
Narrative Lectionary was conceived 
and created by professors at Luther 
Seminary in St. Paul, MN. The 
experiment began in 2010 and the 
number of congregations using it 
continues to grow. It is a 4-year 
lectionary cycle that begins with the 
Old Testament in the Fall and 
continues reading through one of the 
four gospels during the Spring. From 
September through May each year 
the texts follow the sweep of the 
biblical story, from Creation through 
the early Christian church. The 
professors from Luther Seminary 
write: 

 “The texts show the breadth and 
variety of voices within Scripture. 
They invite people to hear the stories 
of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and 
the prophets, Jesus, and Paul. 
Listening to the many different 
voices within Scripture enriches the 
life of faith.” 

We have decided to try out this 
Narrative Lectionary at Kinsmen. 
We will have longer sections from the 
Old Testament this fall and shorter 
segments from the gospel readings. It 
will also mean that we will read 
parts of the Bible that were not 
included in the previous lectionary. 
In doing this, we hope this will better 
enable us to learn God’s Story, so 
that it can form and shape Our 
Story. 

To read more about the details of the 
Narrative Lectionary, you can go to 
this website:  

https://www.workingpreacher.org/
narrative_faqs.aspx 

  Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Beth, Senior Pastor 
Kinsmen Lutheran Church    

NEW MEMBERS  

If you are interested in 

membership at Kinsmen or 

simply  interested in knowing 

more about the ministries of 

Kinsmen, there will be a New 

Member Class  on September 

27 at 12PM. Questions? 

Contact Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
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God’s Story. 
Our Story. 
The false stories and messages 
that get stuck in our heads are 
very powerful. These stories 
often have something to do 
with scarcity—not being 
enough, not having enough, not 
doing enough.  

God’s story is a different kind 
of story. It is one that talks 
about creation out of nothing, 
about more than enough 
forgiveness, and about 
abundance beyond our 
imaginations. We need THESE 
kinds of stories to form our 
lives. We need the narrative of 
resurrection to shine in all the 
dark places of insecurity, 
despair, and death. We need 
God’s story to become our story 
that we live, tell and share.  

On September 13 we begin a 
journey through God’s story 
that continues to shape us. 
Join us as we hear God’s Story 
… which is also Our Story.  

Sep. 12/13 Genesis 2:4b-25, Mark 1:16-20 Created for Relationship 

Sep. 19/20 Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7, Mark 14:32-36 Created for Joy 

Sep. 26/27 Genesis 32:22-30, Mark 14:32-36 Created for God's Purposes 

Oct. 3/4 Exodus 1:8-14; 3:1-15; Mark 12:26-27a Called for Life 

Oct. 10/11 Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-9; Mark 12:28-31 Called to Love 

Oct. 17/18 Ruth 1:1-17; Mark 3:33-35 Called to Faithful Risk-taking 

Oct. 24/25 
Reformation 

2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5; Psalm 150, Mark 11:8-10 Created to Praise 
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ALLELUIA CHOIR 
Calling all singers! Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 
7PM. Questions?  Contact Elizabeth Marks 
(emarks.klc@gmail.com).  

 
KINSMEN RINGERS  
(for the experienced or gutsy musician) is our 
advanced adult bell choir that meets Sunday 
afternoons from  
1:30—3PM beginning September 13.  

 
JUBILEE RINGERS  
(for a more laid back atmosphere) meets on Tuesday 
mornings from 11:30AM—12:30PM, beginning  
September 8.  

 
YOUTH RINGERS  
The Youth Ringers (youth in grades 6-12) rehearse on 
Sundays at 12—1PM. On the job training is provided. 
No prior ringing or musical experience is required. If 
you can count to 4, you can ring!  

Questions regarding any of the Ringers? Contact 
Stevie Berryman (sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIRS  
(4 year olds through 5th grade students) Children’s 
Choirs at Kinsmen need you! Rehearsals for the 
Sunshine Singers and Morning Glory Children’s 
Choirs will resume on Sunday, September 13.  

 THE SUNSHINE SINGERS (4 years old through 1st 
grade) meet in the Choir Room (Room 10) on 
Sunday afternoons from 4—4:45PM.  

 THE MORNING GLORY CHOIR (2nd through 5th 
grade) meet in the Choir Room on Sunday 
afternoons from 5—6PM. Rhythm instruments, 
handchimes, and handbells are used throughout 
the year.  

Questions about Children’s Choirs?  Contact Stevie 
Berryman (sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Inspiring music ... Flower Angels—You can help! 

Ever sit in church on 
Sunday and wonder 
where the flowers on the 
altar came from?  They 
may have come from the 
person sitting next to 
you. Kinsmen is blessed 
with its own Flower 
Committee. The Flower 

Committee asks Kinsmen members to donate flowers in 
honor or memory of a loved one, or in celebration of a 
family milestone for a cost of $25.  

Once flowers are donated, the “designer” buys the 
flowers and returns to Kinsmen’s flower room to create 
an altar and a narthex arrangement.    

Following Sunday services, a committee member moves 
the altar and narthex flowers to the Flower Room 
cooler, where they remain overnight. On Mondays a 
team of re-arrangers break the floral pieces down to 
make smaller arrangements that are then delivered to 
Kinsmen members and/or friends of Kinsmen.  

Those who donate flowers will receive a small 
arrangement by delivery. Other small arrangements are 
hand-delivered to those in need—maybe someone who is 
hospitalized, suffering from a loss of loved one,  or 
recuperating from illness or injury.  

Your $25 flower donation does a lot of work!  It 
beautifies the Sanctuary for Saturday/Sunday services, 
it can honor a loved one’s memory, it can celebrate a 
loved one’s achievement, it can be given to the Glory of 
God, it can remind a Kinsmen member that others are 
thinking of him or her, and it can remind Kinsmen 
members that we celebrate their joy with them.     

Flower donors are always needed. Signup online 
(kinsmenlutheran.org) or on the flower chart on the 
bulletin board just off the narthex.  

Flower re-arrangers are also needed. The re-arrangers 
meet either Monday morning or Monday evening. On 
the job training is provided. If you are interested contact 
Diane Smith or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
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Re-meet Stevie Berryman in her new  
Youth and Children's Music Roles!  
I don’t spend a lot of time facing the congregation. As the 
handbell choir director, only the handbell musicians are 
privy to my silly faces, expressions of joy, and extremely 
rare moments of panic. As for the rest of the 
congregation, my goal is always to create such a 
compelling music experience that I myself am rendered 
invisible. 

I began directing the Kinsmen Ringers and the Jubilee 
Ringers in August 2009. Both of these ensembles are 
wonderful ministries, and if you have ever considered 
ringing bells, I strongly encourage you to join us for 
rehearsal. I promise it is even more fun than it looks.  

In addition to directing the adult bell choirs at Kinsmen, 
over the last several years I have been directing or 
assisting with other church, school, and community bell 
choirs. This past July I was on the faculty of the 
National Handbell Seminar, teaching three original 
classes to some of the most respected names in this field. 
I am looking forward to being a returning faculty 
member at the National Seminar next summer in 
Rochester, New York. 

What I am best known for in the handbell community is 
my play-based curriculum for directing children and 
youth bell choirs. That is why I am absolutely delighted 

that I will begin 
directing the 
Kinsmen Youth 
Ringers this fall, as 
well as a children’s 
bell choir for KCA. 
It is a thrill being 
able to step into 
such a strong 
program, and I am 
so excited to see 
what we can 
achieve this year! 

I am equally excited about being the new director for the 
children’s vocal choirs. I began directing children’s choirs 
at my home church when I was still in high school. I 
continued to direct children’s choirs for ten years, in 
three different churches. Since 2011 I have been the 
music teacher for the KCA preschool, and now I am 
eager to begin working with elementary children. 

I am so very happy to begin my “new” job at Kinsmen! 
Lynnae Schatz and I will be working closely together to 
make this transition as smooth as possible. And for 
those of you who might not recognize my face, don’t 
worry. It’s easy to pick out: I’m the one smiling. 

She's baaaaaaack!  After a brief time away from directing the Alleluia 
Choir, Elizabeth is thrilled to serve on staff at Kinsmen once again.  

In addition to starting her "new" position here, she will begin her new 
teaching position at Klein Collins High School this fall. Elizabeth has 
called Kinsmen home since 1998 and has two daughters, Grace (11) and 
Sophia (8). Please join her and the members of Alleluia Choir on 
Wednesday, August 26 at 7PM, as they resume rehearsals and start 
another season of leading worship and praising God through song. 
Remember … it's always a good time to join the choir! 

Kinsmen welcomes Elizabeth Marks as its 
“new” Alleluia Choir director  
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Sermon on the Mound 
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The annual Hosanna/Kinsmen Fall Classic Golf 
Tournament will be held on Saturday, October 17 at 
the Panorama Golf Course located at The Village, 73 
Greenbriar Drive, Conroe, TX  77304. (The course is 
just south of Willis.)   

The tournament is open to all high school youth who 
golf and men and women adult golfers from Hosanna 
or Kinsmen and their friends. A scramble format will 
be played. Cost is $50 per player which includes a 
hamburger buffet lunch.  

 

Contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) to register and pay. 
The deadline to sign-up and pay for a team 
reservation will be Sunday, October 11. 

Hosanna/Kinsmen Fall Classic Golf Tournament 
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May 2016 Holy Land Trip 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 
 6:30—8:30PM.  

Save the Date!   

Kinsmen is large enough that you 
cannot know everyone. However, we 
want everyone at Kinsmen to be a 
part of a group where they can be 
fully known. The purpose of  groups 
at Kinsmen is to Experience Family. 
We want everyone to have a place to 
share their joys and struggles, study 
and respond to God’s Word, and pray 

for one another.  

This fall we will also be launching 
Common Interest Groups. These 
groups will have some of the 
elements of Small Groups but will be 
formed around common interests 
such as fitness, painting, crafting, 
golf, board games, and international 
food.  

New groups will 
begin forming on 
Sunday, September 13.  

If you are interested in joining a 
group, or leading a group, contact 
Pastor Mark England 
(mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org), 
sign-up in the narthex/lobby, or at 
kinsmenlutheran.org.  

Experience Family through Groups 

On Wednesday evenings throughout 
the school year, Kinsmen offers a hot 
meal that includes salad and dessert.  

Sept. 2—Spaghetti 
Sept. 9—BBQ Chicken 
Sept. 16—Pork Loin 
Sept. 23—Stir Fry 
Sept. 30—Mexican Casserole 

The cost is $5 for those 13 and over, 
$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old, 

and FREE for those under 3.  

Takeout meals are available. 

Pastor Beth spent a year 
living in Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem where she served 
as the Seminary Intern at 
Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer in Jerusalem and at 
Christmas Lutheran Church 
in Bethlehem. The Rev. Dr. 
Mitri Raheb, pastor of 
Christmas Lutheran Church, 
was her internship supervisor 
at that time. Since then, she 
has continued her connection 
with this church and its 
ministries and led 6 trips for 
seminary and church groups. 

Are you interested in 
traveling with Pastor Beth to 
meet our Lutheran brothers 
and sisters in the city of 
Bethlehem? Are you 
interested in visiting biblical 
and archaeological sites all 
over the Holy Land that will 
deepen your understanding of 
the Bible? Some unique 
features of a trip would be:  

 Experiencing the 5th 
Gospel – The Land—by 
visiting key sites from the 
Biblical narrative and 
learning about their 

history and current 
relevance. 

 Forming a relationship 
with Christmas Lutheran 
Church in Bethlehem and 
its members 

 Learning how Christians 
living in the West Bank 
foster hope.  

 Engaging in the arts and 
culture focus or health 
and wellness focus of the 
ministries of Christmas 
Lutheran Church.  

 Meeting and learning 
from Christian, Muslim 
and Jewish peacemakers. 

Contact Pastor Beth  
(bwarpmaeker@kinsmenluthe
ran.org) if you are interested 
in this journey of faith, 
learning and relationship 
building.  
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Fall into a Bible Study 

Ladies’ Thursday Morning 
Study 
Ladies, are you looking to connect 
with other ladies within the 
Kinsmen family? A great way to 
connect with each other is 
immersing ourselves in God’s Word 
together.  

Every lady of Kinsmen—of any and 
every age—is invited and welcomed 
to join the Kinsmen Ladies 
Thursday Morning Bible Study. We 

meet in the Community Room 10AM-12PM every Thursday 
beginning September 10 until mid May, with the opportunity 
to attend lunch at local restaurants each week. (We do take a 
few weeks off for holidays.)   

We try to be active stewards of our time through various 
evangelizing opportunities throughout the year. We prepare, 
serve, and enjoy the annual staff Christmas Luncheon as well 
as many other opportunities that come our way on a totally 
voluntary basis with no pressure at all.  

You are cordially invited to join us to partake in exciting 
changes we are implementing this year. We will begin the 
year with Fire on the Mountain, a video-based study hosted 
by Ray Vander Laan. Throughout the year, we will have 
several live lectures series to keep things fresh and exciting, 
and we'll even have a few movie days. We keep the studies on 
point in a safe, friendly, and enjoyable atmosphere. We really 
hope to see your face joining us on September 10 at 10AM in 
the Community Room. Questions?  Contact Shella Smith or 
Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

Ladies’ Thursday Night Study 
All day, every day, an invisible war rages around 
you—unseen, unheard, yet felt throughout every 
aspect of your life. A devoted, devilish enemy 
seeks to wreak havoc on everything that matters 
to you: your heart, your mind, your marriage, 
your children, your relationships, your resilience, 
your dreams, your destiny. 

The enemy always fails miserably when he meets 
a woman dressed for the occasion. The Armor of 
God, more than merely a biblical description of 
the believer's inventory, is an action plan for 
putting it on and developing a personalized 
strategy to secure victory. 

Ladies come join us for Thursday Night Bible 
study beginning Thursday, September 17 at 7PM 
in the Conference Room childcare is provided. 

For more information please contact: Colette 
Edwards, Kathleen Masiko, or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Monday Men’s Bible Study  
We are looking for a few good men and their sons! The 
Kinsmen Men’s Bible Study group plans to begin the 
fall session on September 14 with Israel's Mission from 
Ray Vander Laan. The group meets every Monday at 
7PM in the Conference. Come join this small group for 
lively discussion centered on God’s Word. Questions? 
Contact Bruce Elijah or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for details. A variety of 
materials have already been assembled. All that is 
missing is you! 
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4th Annual Blessing  
of the Pets 

Watch your email for more 
informa on!  If you do not 

receive the Children’s 
Ministry Newsle er at the 
beginning of each month, 
please let Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Sunday, October 4, 
4:30PM  

Bring your furry, fluffy, scaly, 
and/or feathery friends with 
you for a short worship, 
blessing, and fun time with 
your Kinsmen Family!  All 
pets are welcome, but please 
bring a leash or cage in case 
we have too much fun being 
together. 

Does your neighbor have 
pets? This is an easy event to 
invite friends and neighbors 
to! 

Birth-5th Grade 

The school year has begun!  We still 
have a few spots available in our 
preschool programs. If you know 
someone with a child between the 
ages of 12 months and 4 years as of 
September 1, send them our way!  
We are open from 7AM to 6PM. 
Contact Lisa Yeager 
(lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

We also have space in our Before 
and After Care Program that serves 
Yeager, Greenwood, Klenk, 
Harmony, and Wunderlich schools. 
We are open from 6:30AM to 
6:30PM. Contact Trey Miller 
(tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

News from KCA 

October 9-11 
Cost: $80 (13 years & older) 
 $45 (12 & under) 

Grow in fellowship and community with your own family members 
and fellow campers of all ages. Enjoy camp activities like the high 
ropes course, arts and crafts, archery, and much more with your 
family while also experiencing age-specific Bible studies for youth 
and adults. This retreat will begin Friday evening with family 
activities and an opening devotion. On Saturday, we will continue 
with morning worship and Bible study and an activity filled 
afternoon. Sunday, we will wrap the weekend up with a closing 
activity, a community brunch, and a sending worship. It will be a 
perfect weekend for your family to spend some time away in 
community with God and others. Register now at lutherhill.org! 

Lutherhill Fall 
Family Retreat 
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BIBLE MILESTONES 

During these two milestones, your child will 
receive their very own Spark Bible appropriate 
to their age.  

Parents of 6th Grade youth should have already 
picked up their 6th Grader's Confirmation Bible 
so they and others can highlight their favorite 
verses.  

Parents, children and youth, join us at 9:30AM 
on the listed dates to learn new ways to practice 
your baptismal promises. Check your email for 
more details as we get closer.  

Contact Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) or 
Pastor Mark (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) 
with any questions.  

3rd graders 
September 13 & 20 (celebration on September 20 
at 11AM, class on both days at 9:30AM in the 
Community Room.) 

3 year olds 
September 13 (class at 9:30 AM in Room  7, 
celebration at 11AM.) 

6th Grade youth 
September 13 (class at 9:30AM in Great Room 3, 
celebration at 11AM.) 

 

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION 

September 13 at 10:30AM in the Great Room  

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade youth are invited to join 
us on Sunday, September 13 in the Great Room 
for an orientation to our 2015 - 2016 
Confirmation Ministry. Please fill out a 
registration form found at kinsmenlutheran.org. 

 

10TH GRADE 
DRIVER’S LICENSE MILESTONE  

What does driving have to do with your faith? 
On Sundays, September 13 and 27 we are going 
to explore the opportunities and responsibilities 
that accompany the privilege of driving.  

All 10th grade youth and their parent(s) will 
gather for two sessions and the milestone 
celebration. On Sunday, September 13 at 4PM 
we will gather at the Karker’s home for dinner 
and our first session. Bring your swimsuit and a 
dish to share. Details and potluck sign-up will 
follow by email.  

On Sunday, September 27, youth, along with 
their parents, will be recognized, blessed, and 
gifted at 11AM worship. Prior to worship, the 
youth will assemble Grace Bags in the 
Community Life Center at 10:30AM. Save the 
date and make plans now to participate in this 
milestone! For more information, contact Pastor 
Mark England 
(mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Tuesdays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

SWAT is a youth-led/adult-mentored ministry that 
meets every Wednesday from 7-8:30PM in the Loft. 
Sometimes we play games, sometimes we do service 
projects, but every time we reflect on scripture and 
ask how God might be changing our heart.  

Because SWAT is youth-led and adult mentored, 
youth get practice interpreting scripture, writing 
small group questions, leading worship, leading 
large group teaching, and facilitating small group 
discussion. We want youth to have these faith 
leadership skills by the time they graduate high 
school. 

If your youth needs a ride or you have any other 
questions about SWAT, email Pastor Mark 
(mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

SWAT - Students  
With A Testimony 

In July we traveled to the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in Detroit. Once every three years, 
over 25,000 ELCA Youth gather for worship, 
Bible Study, service, and fellowship. One 
Detroit website described the Gathering as a 
“skittles explosion” in the city because of all of 
the groups in identically colored t-shirts. We 
were also lovingly described as an “insufferably 
cheerful” group by the same publication. We 
heard and read many positive quotes from the 
people of Detroit expressing their appreciation.  

Each day we were transported from our hotel by 
the airport for activities at the COBO Center, 
Ford Field, and other locations around the city. 
For our day of service, we worked with a local 
organization that provides educational 
enrichment opportunities for children and youth 
in poor communities. We painted the walls of 
the center and designed a mural, we put 
together shelving and a basketball goal, and 
we organized some of their storage areas. For 
the day we gathered as a Synod, worship for 
the whole gathering was led by our own 
Kinsmen youth. For our day in the COBO 
Center, our youth learned about the various 
local and global ministries of the Lutheran 
Church and had lots of fun playing various 
sports with one another.  

Thank you Michael and Jill Henze, Jim 
Hughes, and Kristen Schulze for serving as 
sponsors. Thank you to our teams of adult 
volunteers who helped with the planning, 
fundraising and logistics of this trip. Thank 
you to all of the members of this congregation 
who made this trip possible. 

Youth Gathering 
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Live Well 2015 
As students pack their book bags and get ready to 
embark on a brand new school year, the Texas Poison 
Center Network is encouraging families to take 
precautions against poison exposures. 

To prevent harmful exposures, the following tips are 
offered:   

School and Art Supplies - Most school and art supplies 
are minimally toxic. Parents and teachers can take steps 
to help students be as safe as possible when handling 
supplies. Be sure children know how to safely use art 
supplies by:  

 Carefully reading labels. 

 Following directions for safe use and disposal. 

 Cleaning up tables, desks, and counters 
appropriately.  

 Teach kids not to eat or drink while using art 
products. 

 

Hand sanitizer - Certain amounts of hand sanitizer can 
cause drowsiness, vomiting, and intoxication, due to the 
high alcohol content. Avoid misuse and unintentional 
ingestion by: 

 Advising children on its proper use and purpose. 

 Supervising use of hand sanitizer. 

 Teaching children to apply a dime-sized amount to 
dry hands and rub hands together until completely 
dry. 

 Washing hands 
with soap and 
water is the best 
method for 
removing dirt and 
germs. 

 

Lunch Box Preparation - In order to ensure your child's 
lunch is safe: 

 Wash hands thoroughly before preparing lunch 
boxes. 

 Keep hot foods hot and cold foods cold. 

 Pack foods in insulated containers. 

 Wash all fruits and vegetables. 

 

Other tips for keeping kids healthy going into the new 
school year: 

 In the commotion of changing schedules, avoid the 
"double dose dilemma" and "morning medication mix
-up." 

 Carefully read and follow directions and warnings on 
all labels before taking or giving your child medicine. 

 Teach your children never take other people's 
medicine. 

 Never give your child prescription medication unless 
it has been prescribed for them specifically by a 
doctor. 

 Dispose of silica gel packets included in new 
purchases, like shoes, medicines, etc. Although not 
considered toxic, they may present a choking hazard. 

Teach children to be careful and use caution in classes 
like Chemistry, where potentially harmful substances 
may be used.  

Take some time to Live Well.  
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Community Thanksgiving 

HELP! Can you believe it? Thanksgiving is 
less than 3 months away. Kinsmen will be 
hosting its 6th Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Feast on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26, 2015. The meal will be served 
from 11:30AM–1:30PM. The 4th Annual 

5K/10K Run/Walk for your Turkey will also 
be held that morning at 7:30AM. Volunteers 
are needed to make these events a success. 
Interested in helping? Questions? Contact 
Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

The Life Center is a non-profit 
Christian homeless shelter serving 
the Houston area. They are located 
on Yale street near Crosstimbers, 
north of downtown Houston. Their 
main purpose is to assist homeless 
individuals not only by providing 
shelter, food, clothing, drug and 
alcohol counseling, but most 
importantly, spiritual guidance. 
There are thousands of homeless 
individuals on the streets today, and 
your help to reach out and assist is 
desperately needed. The Life Center 
will be the recipient of our 
September 12/13 Noisy Offering. 

 

For over the past 26 years, The Life 
Center, a Christian-based shelter 
and ministry in North Houston has 
been working to “serve, educate and 
represent the homeless” in our 
community. They work to provide 
temporary shelter, meals, clothing, 
counseling and rehabilitation to 
enable people to break the despairing 
cycle of homelessness. Members of 
The Life Center ministry team have 
all experienced homeless, and since 
being delivered from the streets, 
endeavor to share God’s grace and 
offer assistance to those who are still 
suffering.  

 

During 2014 
over 60,000 
regular meals were provided to 
clients of the shelter. Food to prepare 
and serve all these meals is received 
in part through monthly donations of 
groceries. Kinsmen members provide 
monetary assistance, along with 
hand’s on help, by going grocery 
shopping with residents and staff of 
the Life Center at their local store. 
Through Kinsmen’s participation in 
building this partnership within the 
community and accompanying people 
on their journey, the message of hope 
for a different life offered by the Life 
Center can be extended to reach 
more people in need. 

September Noisy Offering:  
The Life Center  

Seasons for Caring Luncheon 
“God’s grace is at work at Interface-
Samaritan Counseling Centers,” says 
Executive Director Steve Duson. For 
over 40 years, the Houston- and 
Spring-based nonprofit has been a 
place “where licensed therapists 
provide peace for the troubled, 
connection for the isolated, and hope 
for the desperate.” In 2014, Interface 
provided nearly 12,000 hours of 
mental-health clinical service, mostly 
on sliding-scale payment plans for 
clients from lower-income 
demographics. 

On Thursday, October 15, people 
from all demographic groups will 
have the opportunity to share in 
Interface’s mission to heal broken 
spirits, by attending or otherwise 
contributing to the center’s annual 
Seasons of Caring Luncheon at the 
River Oaks Country Club. For the 
past 16 years, this annual fundraiser 
has honored Good Samaritans whose 
personal and professional lives 
exemplify compassion and a strong 
sense of civic responsibility. The 
program will also feature an address 
by Sister Jane Meyer, Head of School 

at St. Agnes Academy. Sister Jane 
has worked in various countries with 
Catholic Relief Services and other 
mission-based organizations. 

If you’d like to join Interface’s 
dedicated therapists and supporters 
at the Luncheon, contact Martha 
Doolittle at mdoolittle@interface-
samaritan.com (or 713/626-7990 
x102) for a reservation.  

Visit www.interface-samaritan.org 
for more information about services, 
therapists, events, and locations. 
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We all need a plan for our money and we want that 
plan to be productive and to give us peace of mind. In 
response to this need, beginning in January Kinsmen 
will be offering the Dave Ramsey course Financial 
Peace University  (FPU). It is a plan that teaches 
God's ways of handling money. Through video 
teaching, class discussions and interactive small 
group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to 
get from where you are to where you dream to be. This 
plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your 
money, spend and save wisely and much more! 

This course will be offered to all Kinsmen families. Also, 
as part of our outreach, we will be offering the course to 
those in the surrounding community. 

The course involves a commitment of 90 minutes on 
Tuesday evenings for  nine weeks beginning on 
January 12.  

 

As we prepare for this important learning opportunity, 
we are interested in identifying any individuals in the 
congregation who have already participated in this 
course or some other course offered by Dave Ramsey. If 
you have this experience, please contact Gary Simpson 
or Pastor Beth (bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

We are excited to be able to offer this course as a way to 
provide a solid and proven plan for effective personal 
financial management. You will be receiving more 
information about this valuable opportunity in the 
coming months 

Financial Peace University  
by Dave Ramsey 

Did you know that Thrivent has a 
program to help us raise money for 
our church and community 
activities? It is called Thrivent 
ACTION TEAM. You can find out 
more about it by visiting 
Thrivent.com/action team, but here 
is some initial information about the 
ACTION TEAM opportunity. 

Does your Small Group or others you 
are involved with want to raise 
money for a worthwhile cause? If you 
just need a little “seed money” to get 
your idea going, then a Thrivent 
member is eligible for $250 to get 
your project going. Only one action 
team for each project – in other 
words you cannot have more than 
one $250 award for the same project. 

So, let’s just say that you belong to a 
group that needs to raise money for 
child care during your meetings such 

as a MOPS group, or 
another group, that meets to further 
the cause of good parenting. Your 
Thrivent member could apply for an 
“award” of $250 and, if granted, 
could use that money to hire a Santa 
to come so that you could take “Santa 
and me” photos at a reasonable cost. 
Your group keeps the money raised 
so that it can continue to provide 
child care during your meetings. 

Perhaps the preschool you use needs 
to sponsor a fund raiser to raise 
funds to be used for tuition grants for 
underprivileged children so their 
tuition can be paid for and they can 
go to preschool also. You could apply 
for Action Team funds and have a 
bake sale or pizza sale and raise 
funds that will be used for the 
underprivileged tuition funds. 

There are so many ideas at the 

website mentioned above and that 
you can think of also. Not all ideas 
will be accepted and the one 
requesting funds MUST be a 
Thrivent member. If you and your 
spouse are both Thrivent members 
you are eligible for two awards, but 
they cannot be combined for the 
same project. You need to apply at 
least 21 days in advance of your 
project, and complete a post project 
report. The list is extensive – so visit 
the website and learn about this 
wonderful gift that Thrivent provides 
for people of faith. 

If you would like to talk about this 
further with me or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org), 
please consider contacting one of us.  

—Dolores Wendt 

For those who are Thrivent 
members 
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Council Reading 
Council has been reading and 
discussing the book “Changing the 
Conversation” by Anthony B. 
Robinson. “Changing the 
Conversation” provides stimulating 
perspectives for church leaders 
working to renew and revitalize their 
congregations in a rapidly changing 
world. 

Journey Partner Vision Team/ 
Pastor Beth’s Doctor of Ministry 
Project 
Much of the work of the Journey 
Partner Vision team will be 
leadership development, community 
listening and proposals for 
congregational action that are born 
out of this research. At the same 
time, Pastor Mark will be working on 

a missional groups project. These two 
parallel efforts are addressing the 
priority of responding to the growing 
and changing population of NW 
Harris county.  

Scholarships  Awarded 
Scholarships were awarded to four 
Kinsmen members attending 
Lutheran higher education schools. 
The scholarship recipients were 
Kennedy Dankert, Matthew Gillette, 
Carly Miller and Leigh Anne Hahn. 

Wedding Ministry 
In trying to reach out in the 
surrounding community, it is 
thought that expanding the wedding 
ministry is one way to achieve this. 
In the wake of the Supreme Court 
ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges the 

council is reviewing a document 
published by Bishop Mike Rinehart 
regarding the same sex marriage 
issue. A copy of this document can be 
found at http://goo.gl/z8798J. 

The council is also reviewing the 
ELCA’s Social statement, “Human 
Sexuality: Gift and Trust”. A copy of 
this document can be found at 
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resou
rce%20Repository/SexualitySS.pdf. 

2016 Priorities 
The priorities set for 2015 are being 
discussed and reviewed so that the 
2016 priorities may be formulated. 

Scott Nott 
Church Council President 

Church Council News 

Many years 
ago, Jack 
Castaño had 
a vision of 
an 
Endowment 
for Kinsmen. 
Not only did 
he 
contribute 

financially, he started the process of 
documenting and outlining how it 
would work. Over the years, Jack 
and Loretta’s, support has been the 
backbone of the Endowment. 

About 10 years ago a group was 
formed to continue the process. The 
original goals were simple: establish 
a lasting fund that would be the 
foundation of Kinsmen to be used in 
future years to support programs 
and activities at the church that 
were not part of the operating budget 
as well as to establish a process for 
members to support the church in 

their estate planning. Back then, if 
Kinsmen received an ‘end of life’ gift 
it would go into the operating fund. 

The Endowment has been in place 
for some time and steadily grows. As 
with many programs, different 
people become interested and, 
through their efforts, enhance and 
improve the process. The original 
purpose of the Endowment has been 
expanded and now includes 
additional current worthwhile 
activities, like mission projects and 
participation in community activities 
and assistance. 

While the original thought and focus 
was to have a vehicle or fund with a 
process that would be available and 
in place to receive gifts from 
individuals and families as part of 
their estate planning, it has been 
expanded to provide for other types 
of gifts. As you know, the pledge card 
you completed last November 
included a section for pledging 

periodically to the Endowment. The 
Kinsmen Endowment is appropriate 
for an honorarium or memorial gift. 
In addition, to help Kinsmen meet 
and expand on its Christian Mission, 
the Kinsmen Endowment 
Information sheet is available for 
members to confidentially advise the 
church of their intentions. 

The Endowment has blossomed and 
is now giving Kinsmen the 
opportunity to accept and complete 
many tasks and ministries. Please 
consider a gift to the Kinsmen 
Endowment Fund, either ongoing, 
one-time or end-of-life, or all three. 
The Endowment is here to stay and 
will allow us to keep on doing God’s 
work. If you would like to talk to 
someone about this worthwhile 
ministry, please contact Melissa 
Turnquist, Chair, Pastor Beth, or 
me. 

—Larry Wendt. 

History of the Kinsmen's Endowment Fund 
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On her 18th birthday, Elizabeth happily danced the night 
away—something she wasn't able to do 10 years ago, while 
her arms and legs were temporarily paralyzed due to the 
side effects of chemotherapy. Thanks in part to Commit for 
Life donors, Elizabeth received mul ple units of platelets 
over a four‐year period and was able to successfully 
overcome brain and spine cancer. 

THANK YOU! 

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center and area pa ents like 

Elizabeth, thank you for your blood drive. Your blood drive 

results are as follows: 

Kinsmen Lutheran 

Drive Date: 07/26/2015 

Donors: 19 

Total Units: 24 

   

These dona ons will help pa ents like Elizabeth throughout 

our community and are greatly appreciated. 

Once again, thank you for Commi ng for Life! 

I was just looking at my list of congrega ons who have 
supported the ELCA Malaria Campaign – and I thought you 
might be interested to know that Kinsmen is in the top 50 of 
all ELCA congrega ons!  (Number 37, to be exact—you have 
already given $12,021.54!) 

Please do extend our gra tude to Kinsmen Lutheran Church 
for their extravagant generosity to the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign. I think it’s something to be proud of that your 
church family is among the most generous congrega ons in 
the whole ELCA when it comes to malaria! I hope Kinsmen 
will consider joining us in a “final push” for the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign this summer. 

 Here’s the link to the new “Malaria Moment” video for your 
reference:h p://bit.ly/1JZRaeD. The video celebrates the 
generosity of the ELCA so far, and encourages us to raise the 
final $500,000 to complete our goal of $15 million. (Actually, 
as of this morning, there’s only $410,000 le  to go!) 

With gra tude, 

Jessica 

Jessica Nipp Hacker 
ELCA Diaconal Minister 
Director, Donor Rela ons and Donor Stewardship 
8765 W. Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 60631 
Jessica.Hacker@elca.org 
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Glimpses of Grace 

KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

M   J  2015 

 Budget  Actual  Variance 

Income $107,512  $108,785  ($1,273) 

Expense $138,064  $139,932  ($1,868) 

Over/(Under) ($30,552)  ($31,147)  $595 

Total Income $959,245  $938,224  $21,021 

Total Expense $961,532  $937,417  $24,115 

Net ($2,287)  $806  ($3,094) 

Y   D   

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE: CARE MINISTRY 

A  2015 

Total Flower Bouquets Rearranged 49 

Prayer Shawls 1 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 

J  2015 

Noisy Offering (Krause RTC) $1,390.00 

General Mission Support $8,299.40 

Designated Mission Support  $620.50 

KCA Scholarships $130.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $200.00 

Life Center $750.00 

JULY TOTAL $32,660.69 

Y‐T‐D TOTAL $117,772.43 

CLC/Klein ISD/Hydrophonic Garden $8,000.00 

CLC/Global/Emmanuel Health‐CAR $12,000.00 

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) $1,270.79 
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the informa on listed above is incorrect, please no fy the church office. 

Joan Horner 1-Sep 

Leila Straube 1-Sep 

Axel Olsen Jr. 1-Sep 

Bobbie Kridner 1-Sep 

Darlene Menk 2-Sep 

Dottie Schmoll 2-Sep 

Barbara Jacobs 2-Sep 

Gerald Pierce 2-Sep 

Paul Thomas 3-Sep 

Wilma Abel 3-Sep 

Spencer Hall 3-Sep 

Jennifer Nash 3-Sep 

Linda Intschert 4-Sep 

David Fretwell 4-Sep 

John England 5-Sep 

Dennis Berger 6-Sep 

Breean Kulhanek 7-Sep 

Janeen Foor 7-Sep 

Jason Ruen 8-Sep 

Ryann Lee 8-Sep 

Norman Gerber 8-Sep 

James Nolan 9-Sep 

Benita Engle 9-Sep 

Emma Matson 9-Sep 

Sarah Wuerker 10-Sep 

Marc Jensvold 10-Sep 

John Ritchey 10-Sep 

Donald Simpson 11-Sep 

Craig Strickler 11-Sep 

Ethel Kregel 11-Sep 

Michael Jones 12-Sep 

Loretta Castano 12-Sep 

Douglas Bayer 12-Sep 

Donna Wittnebel 12-Sep 

Cindy Parliament 12-Sep 

Robert Weber 12-Sep 

Beth Elkington 12-Sep 

Virginia Blackwell 13-Sep 

Deborah Holzman 13-Sep 

Mark Smith 13-Sep 

Dan Kulhanek 13-Sep 

Wanda Schraeder 13-Sep 

Jerid Brown 14-Sep 

Patti Herwig 14-Sep 

Leah Blair 15-Sep 

Mike Pate 15-Sep 

Kaitlyn England 15-Sep 

Taylor Clark 16-Sep 

Gary Dannhaus 16-Sep 

Herman Schertle 16-Sep 

Megan Nott 16-Sep 

Clem Campos 17-Sep 

Laura Pate 17-Sep 

Cynthia Rosendale 17-Sep 

Trevor Young 17-Sep 

Jennifer Williams 18-Sep 

Amanda Bair 18-Sep 

Victoria Sifuentes 18-Sep 

Olivia Shafer 18-Sep 

Cathy Weber 19-Sep 

Alexandra Harvey 19-Sep 

Kolena Robertson 20-Sep 

Mark Rizzo 20-Sep 

Pauline Lileng 20-Sep 

Taran Jensvold 20-Sep 

Johnathan Ward 20-Sep 

Christian Vindiola 21-Sep 

Kevin Hughes 21-Sep 

Colton Perry 22-Sep 

Kathy Sutter 22-Sep 

Mary Jane Alderman 22-Sep 

Shirley Lund 22-Sep 

Peyton Timmerman 22-Sep 

David Johnson 22-Sep 

Alexandra Karker 23-Sep 

Richard Clark 23-Sep 

Dorothy Petersen 24-Sep 

Cassandra Miller 25-Sep 

Kelsey England 26-Sep 

Mason McAnear 26-Sep 

Gretchen Wietstruck 26-Sep 

Devin Jones 26-Sep 

Sharon Jeremenko 27-Sep 

Harry VanDeilen 27-Sep 

Ione Reder 27-Sep 

William Hardy 28-Sep 

Tyler Plumley 28-Sep 

Hope Jyrkama 29-Sep 

Ryan Keeling 29-Sep 

Jessica Cillis 29-Sep 

Rachael Swerdon 29-Sep 

Anna Meyer 30-Sep 

Andrea Kinler 30-Sep 

Danny Montalvo 30-Sep 

Sue Dunshee 30-Sep 

Judy Abshire 30-Sep 
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Lutheran Church. Deadline for submitting news is the 20th day of 
each month or the previous church business day if the deadline falls 
on the weekend or on a church holiday. Articles are preferred 
electronically, but may be faxed or hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth and Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry and Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Robyn Johnson, Media and Communications Director 
 rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting and Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells and Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net  
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before and After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension	

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 

  CONTACT INFORMATION 
281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Weekend schedule 
Saturday 

5:30 PM                                

Informal Worship                       
with Communion 

Sunday 
8:15 AM & 11 AM           

Traditional Worship                  
with Communion 

 
9:30 AM                          

Contemporary Worship           
with Communion 

 

9:30 AM                         

Education Hour              
Classes for all ages 

(August - May) 

 

 
9 - 11 AM                    

Fellowship Breakfast 
Community Life Center 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) 
for more information. 

Membership 


