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A Note from the Senior Pastor 
This month marks a special time in the life of Kinsmen 
Lutheran Church and in the Lutheran Church in 
general. First, it was 44 years ago in October that 
Kinsmen began Sunday worship services in Greenwood 
Forest Elementary cafeteria. After that, as stated on our 
website history: 
  
“In December 1971, a steering committee discussed a 
state charter and a permanent site and facilities to carry 
on the church's ministry. In February 1972, the 
American Lutheran Church underwrote the cost of a 15-
acre tract of land to secure an excellent site and location 
for the congregation. Charter Member Sunday was held 
in May 1972 and, Rev. John Wayne Harpel was formally 
called as the pastor of the congregation in November 
1972…Dual services and a preschool program were 
started in October of 1973.”  
  
So although the official formation and birthday of 
Kinsmen is in May, October marks some significant 
milestone dates in the life of Kinsmen. For this reason, 
we will celebrate Endowment Sunday on October 18 as 
we celebrate Kinsmen’s 43 years of doing God’s mission 
here in Northwest Houston. (See separate article on 
this.) 
  
The second reason October is a special time is because of 
Reformation Day on October 31. While this is also 
recognized as All Hallows Eve (Halloween), as 
Lutherans we remember that on October 31, 1517, 
Martin Luther, a Roman Catholic priest and professor 
posted 95 theses on the Wittenberg Castle Church door 
in Germany. (To read these statements that were calling 
for a debate in the church, you can go here: http://
www.luther.de/en/95thesen.html) 
  
The biggest concerns addressed in the theses were the 
sale of indulgences, which was something individuals 
could purchase to grant pardon and escape from the 
consequences of sin. Martin Luther thought this was a 
departure from the biblical teachings that said we are 
saved by God’s grace alone. The nailing of the theses put 
in motion a movement that we now call the Reformation. 
The events that followed split the church into what we 
now call Protestants and Roman Catholics.  
  
In 2017, we will be recognizing the 500th anniversary of 
this event. Bishop Rinehart has asked: “How shall we 
commemorate this anniversary? With what spirit? Will 
this commemoration advance the proclamation of the 
gospel? Or will it be an opportunity to resurrect old 

polemics and animosities?”  Good questions. Bishop 
Mike continues by explaining: “We agree on much 
theologically ... The Lutheran World Federation and the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity have 
discovered remarkable agreement on baptism, 
Eucharist, and other key issues. These agreements led to 
the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, 
signed on October 31, 1999 by both Lutheran and 
Catholic leaders. It states, 

Together we confess: By grace alone, in 
faith in Christ’s saving work and not 
because of any merit on our part, we are 
accepted by God and receive the Holy 
Spirit, who renews our hearts while 
equipping and calling us to good works. 

  
So for many reasons, we celebrate our local church in 
mission and the global church in mission in October.  
Come celebrate these events with us on October 18 for 
Endowment Sunday and at the Fun Fall Festival and 
Reformation Sunday, which will be on October 24-25! 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 
 
 
 

Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
Kinsmen Lutheran Church    

kinsmenlutheran.org	

If	you	haven’t	checked	it	out	

already,	take	a	peek	at	our	new	

and	improved	website.	We	hope	

you	 ind	it	useful	and	easy	to	

navigate	to	 ind	everything	you	

need	for	life	at	kinsmen.	
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Current Series:  
God’s Story. Our Story. 
The false stories and messages that get stuck in our 
heads are very powerful. These stories often have 
something to do with scarcity: not being enough, not 
having enough, not doing enough. God’s story is a 
different kind of story. It is one that talks about 
creation out of nothing, about more than enough 
forgiveness, and about abundance beyond our 
imaginations. We need THESE kinds of stories to form 
our lives. We need the narrative of resurrection to 
shine in all the dark places of insecurity, despair and 
death. We need God’s story to become our story that we 
live, tell and share.  

Join us as we continue to hear God’s Story, which is 
also Our Story.   

Oct. 3/4 Exodus 1:8-14; 3:1-15 
Mark 12:26-27a 

Called for Life 

Oct. 10/11 Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-9 
Mark 12:28-31 

Called to Love 

Oct. 17/18 Ruth 1:1-17 
Mark 3:33-35 

Called to Faithful  
Risk-taking 

Oct. 24/25 
Reformation 

2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5 
Psalm 150 
Mark 11:8-10 

Created to Praise 

All Saints Weekend 
All Saints Weekend is a long-standing 
Christian tradition of connecting the 
Church in heaven with the church on 
earth. As we remember the long 
history of saints that have gone before 
us, we celebrate those individuals who 
have entered the Church in heaven 
during the past 12 months. 

If you, as a church member, have a 
family member that has passed away 
since November 1, 2014, and would like 
them remembered on All Saints 
weekend, please complete a form found 

either at the Welcome Center in 
the narthex, or at 
kinsmenlutheran.org. 
Completed forms must be 
received no later than Sunday, 
October 25. 

Please note that this weekend is 
also an appropriate time for 
memorial gifts to the 
Endowment Fund for the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of a loved one. 
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Calling All 
Artists 
 
In Search of Enough 
 
Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church and local artists 
launch a Call for Art, “In 
Search of Enough.”  
 
As part of a campaign to 
discuss the concept of 
Enough—What is 
enough? Who has 
enough? Access to 
Enough for all—artists 
are invited to submit 
their depiction of 
ENOUGH—in painting, 
photography, story, 
drama, poetry, song, 
video, fiber. 
 
Questions to prompt 
creative responses 
are: 
 
 What does enough 

look like? 
 What does enough 

sound like? 
 What does enough 

feel like? 
 How do we 

experience enough? 
 How do we know 

when we have 
enough? 

 Is there enough for 
all? 

 
Submissions due October 
26, 2015. For guidelines 
and further details 
regarding how to submit 
an entry, visit 
kinsmenlutheran.org. 

Coming in November: What is Enough? 

How can we find true contentment? We love our 
stuff! But what if we realized that contentment and 
joy are found through giving to God's purposes?  

There’s a book called Enough:  Discovering Joy 
through Simplicity and Generosity by Adam 
Hamilton that we’d like the whole congregation to 
read during November. It will help us rediscover the 
Bible’s wisdom not only about financial practices, 
but about living a life that is grounded in serving 
God and neighbor.    

Together as a congregation, we will be reading Adam 
Hamilton’s thought-provoking book. We will read a 
short chapter each week during our November 
sermon series entitled What is Enough?  

Oct. 31/Nov 1 
All Saints 

1 Kings 12:1-17, 25-29 
Mark 10:42-45 

A Changed Heart 

Nov. 7/8 1 Kings 18:20-39 
Mark 9:2-4 

Getting Back on Track 

Nov. 14/15 Hosea 11:1-9 
Mark 10:13-14 

Compassion and Contentment 

Nov. 21/22 Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 
Mark 12:1-3 

Defined by Generosity 

You may order this 100‐
page book on your own, 
or we will have some 
copies for you and/ or 
your group to purchase in 
the narthex before and 
a er worship.  
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New Abendmusik Staff:  
Sherrie McMahon & Stevie Berryman 
After going a year without an 
Abendmusik Director, we now 
have two co-directors who will be 
sharing the responsibilities. 
Sherrie McMahon, our organist, 
will be taking on the roles of 
researching and booking musical 
groups, overseeing contracts, and 
communicating with musicians 
and artists. Stevie Berryman, 
our Director of Handbells and 
Children’s Music, will ensure 
that the concerts and special 
events are communicated (in 
conjunction with our 
Communications Director) in 
appropriate places. Together 
both will provide direction and 
general vision for the series and 
ensure that Kinsmen shares 
God’s grace in the larger 
community through music and 
other special events. They will do 
this by planning annual series 
that have an impact in our 
community. 

They have already started 
planning for a concert series for 
the winter and spring beginning 
with the Christmas concert. Soon 
they hope to plan for the 2016-
2017 concert  program year. If 
you are interested in being on a 
team that will support, shape, 
and provide hospitality at these 
events in the future, please 
contact Sherrie at 
smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net. 

 If you have been a regular 
contributor to this series, thank 
you! We hope you will continue 
and that more will join in the 
support of this music ministry.  

Dec 6 ‐ Kinsmen Christmas Concert 

Jan 30 ‐ AGAPE (Rise Up!) 

Mar 6 ‐ Ugandan Children's Choir 

Apr 7 ‐ Texas Lutheran University Choir 

May 1 ‐ "Double Vision" Duet Concert 

Abendmusik	

Save the date for these upcoming events 

Sherrie McMahon Stevie Berryman 
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Kinsmen Family Fall Festival  

The Festival will be held on 
October 24 from 6:30 – 8:30PM.  
This is a must-not-miss event for 
the whole family.   

This year’s Festival will support 
the Food Pantry at Wunderlich 
Intermediate School located at 
11800 Misty Valley Drive, 
Houston, 77066. Wunderlich, one 
of nine Title I campuses in Klein 
ISD, has over 1,200 students on 
free or reduced lunch, and nearly 
400 of those students are 
identified as high-needs based on 
economic and government 
assistance reports each year. 

You can support the local food 
pantry by bringing non-
perishable food items to 
Kinsmen’s Fall Festival and in 
doing so you will also be able to 
participate in an evening of 
family fun festival activities—
Trunk or Treating, games, 
moonwalks, face painting, 
contests, prizes and much more. 
Food and refreshments will be available for purchase.  

 

You can help make the event  
a success by:      

 Coming.   

 Inviting your family, friends and neighbors to come.  

 Sharing grace. This can be done by helping with the 
set up, serving as hosts, supervising games, selling 
tickets, helping in the kitchen, helping with the 
inflatables, and much more. Visit 
kinsmenlutheran.org to sign up! 

 Donating bags of candy individually wrapped.   

 Donating 2 liter bottles of soda.  

 Decorating your trunk.  The Fall Festival concludes 
with trunk or treating (just like trick or treating but 
the trick or treaters go from trunk to trunk to collect 
their treats.) We would like to have 20 – 25 cars with 
decorated trunks. Candy can be provided to you.  

 Donating money to help offset the expenses for the 
Festival. If you choose to write a check, indicate 
“Fall Festival” on the memo line.   

 

A collection box will be in the narthex beginning October 
4 to collect all donations. If you can help contact Pastor 
Mark (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) or Lynnae 
Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) before October 
20. Thank you for sharing grace.  
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Holy Land Trip dates are set! May 15-28, 2016 
Cost: $3670 (includes land and airfare from Houston) 
  
Join Kinsmen members and friends on this 
life-changing trip to the Holy Land!  
This trip will visit biblical and archaeological sites from 
as far south as Beer Sheva to as far north as Ancient 
Dan. It will deepen your understanding of the Bible, but 
it will also give you insight into the current Christian 
witness of our Lutheran brothers and sisters, specifically 
in the city of Bethlehem. Some unique features of this 
trip will be:  
  Experiencing the 5th Gospel—The Land—by 

visiting key sites from the Biblical narrative and 
learning about their history and current relevance. 

 Forming a relationship with Christmas Lutheran 
Church in Bethlehem and its members. (This will 
enable us learn how Christians living in the West 
Bank foster hope.)   

 Engaging in and learning about the arts, culture and 
health and wellness ministries of Christmas 
Lutheran Church.  

 Another unique thing about this trip is that Pastor Beth 
spent a year living in Jerusalem and Bethlehem where 
she served as the Seminary Intern at Lutheran Church 

of 
the 

Redeemer in Jerusalem and at Christmas Lutheran 
Church in Bethlehem. The Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, pastor 
of Christmas Lutheran Church, was her internship 
supervisor at that time. Since then, she has continued 
her connection with this church and its ministries and 
led 6 trips for seminary and church groups. 
 
Contact Pastor Beth at 
bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org if you are 
interested in this journey of faith, learning and 
relationship building.  
 
First Holy Land Pre-Trip Meeting: October 18 
Our first official pre-trip meeting will be on October 18 
at 12:30PM in the Conference Room.  
 
To ensure that you get the most out of this trip, we will 
have four pre-trip meetings. These are geared to give 
you some initial biblical, cultural, interfaith, language, 
theological, historical and practical background 
information so that we all get the most out of this trip. If 
you are not yet decided about going, you may still come 
to this first meeting. I hope to see you there!  
 
Let Pastor Beth (bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org) 
know if you are planning to come. We will have some 
hospitality and refreshments. 

On Wednesday evenings throughout 
the school year, Kinsmen offers a hot 
meal that includes salad and dessert.  

Oct. 7 - Lasagna 
Oct. 14 - Chicken Cacciatore 
Oct. 21 - Smothered Pork Chops 
Oct. 28 - Chicken Pot Pie 
 

The cost is $5 for those 13 and over, 
$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old, 

and FREE for those under 3.  

Takeout meals are available. 

Holy Land Trip 
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The annual Hosanna/Kinsmen Fall Classic Golf Tournament will be held 
on Saturday, October 17 at the Panorama Golf Course located at The 
Village, 73 Greenbriar Drive, Conroe, TX  77304. (The course is just south 
of Willis.)   

The tournament is open to all high school youth who golf and men and 
women adult golfers from Hosanna or Kinsmen and their friends. A 
scramble format will be played. Cost is $50 per player which includes a 
hamburger buffet lunch.  

Contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) to register and 
pay. The deadline to sign-up and pay for a team reservation will be 
Sunday, October 11. 

Hosanna/Kinsmen Fall Classic  
Golf Tournament 

Women’s Pampering Retreat at Lutherhill 

March 4-6, 2016 • $155 per person 

Renew your mind, body, and soul through a weekend 
away with women from all backgrounds. Be spiritually 
and physically refreshed with either a massage, 
manicure, or pedicure and a weekend filled with yoga, 
worship, and pampering. Enjoy camp and offsite 
activities like arts & crafts, a trip to the Rohan Meadery, 
high ropes, cooking, and much more with your friends 
while also growing in community through sessions led 
by Lutherhill’s guest speaker.  

This retreat begins on Friday evening with a community 
activity and opening devotion led by the speaker. On 
Saturday, we will further explore the weekend’s theme 
and spend a relaxing afternoon at activities. The 
weekend wraps up on Sunday with a closing activity, 
community brunch, and a sending worship.  A great 
weekend to make new friends, deepen old bonds, and 
rejuvenate your relationship with God. 

Make your reservations now.  This popular retreat has 
been known to sell out. Contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) or visit Lutherhill.org to 
make your reservation.  Once again, the Kinsmen bus 
will make the trip.    
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2ND GRADE STEWARDSHIP MILESTONE 

November 8 & 15 at 9:30AM in the Community Room  

We will be learning about Stewardship—a fancy word 
for how we give back to God with our time, talents, 
and treasures. Celebrate with us during worship on 
November 15 at 11AM. 

 

EMPTY NESTERS MILESTONE  

Congratulations! You have launched your young adult 
into the world or are about to launch him or her into a 
world filled with countless opportunities for them to 
learn more about themselves and to test their wings. 
Even as your children stretch out their wings, this is 
also a time of opportunity and potential for you as an 
empty nest parent to develop new areas of growth 
and to expand your own wings. 

You have no doubt heard that the task of parents is to 
provide children with roots and wings. The Canadian 
goose illustrates this parental responsibility, but also 
shows us the possibilities for the empty nest stage of 
life. Like most waterfowl, adult Canada geese will 
molt, replacing their worn, frayed, or lost feathers 
with new ones. The molt takes place after the period 
of nesting, hatching and rearing of the young 
goslings. 

The young are still with the adults during the molt, 
and at this stage none of the family can fly—the 
young because they haven’t grown their full flight 
feathers and the adults because they are replacing 
their flight feathers. The primary task of the adult 
geese during this stage of their life is to teach their 
young how to provide for their own needs—to teach 
them how to eat, where to sleep, how to survive on 
their own. 

By late summer both the new feathers of the young 
geese and the returning feathers of the parents have 
regrown and the entire family can fly, often joining 
separate flocks. 

The adult geese are grounded for a season as they 
nurture and teach their young how to survive, then 
they grow new feathers and fly again. You are invited 
to join others to celebrate this season in your life. 
Please join us as we gather to share memories of our 
families, reflect on ourselves as parents of young 
adults, and bless one another in a new season of life. 
We’ll send you home with some resources so you may 
continue to bless your children and be blessed at the 
same time. 

We will meet in the Community Room (Youth and 
Family Building) at 9:30AM on Sunday October 11 
and then celebrate this milestone at 11AM worship. 
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4th Annual Blessing  
of the Pets 

Watch your email for more 
informa on!  If you do not receive 
the Children’s Ministry Newsle er at 
the beginning of each month, please 

let Sara Ray know 
(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Birth-5th Grade 

October 9-11 
Cost: $80 (13 years & older) 
   $45 (12 & under) 
Pastor Mark Warpmaeker (and family) leading 

Grow in fellowship and community with your own 
family members and fellow campers of all ages. 
Enjoy camp activities like the high ropes course, arts 
and crafts, archery, and much more with your family 
while also experiencing age specific Bible studies for 
youth and adults. This retreat will begin Friday 
evening with family activities and an opening 
devotion. On Saturday, we will continue with 
morning worship and Bible study and an activity 
filled afternoon. Sunday, we will wrap the weekend 
up with a closing activity, a community brunch, and 
a sending worship.  A perfect weekend for your 
family to spend some time away in community with 
God and others.  

 The specific theme for the retreat is "...And we will!" 
using Acts 1:8 as inspiration. At camp we are sent 
out with the words, "Go in peace and serve the Lord" 
the campers call back, "Thanks be to God... And we 
will!" This retreat will explore a little more about 
what it means to take on our sending, with the power 
of the Holy Spirit, with such determination. Pastor 
Mark Warpmaeker (and family) will facilitate the 
retreat and discuss what it means, particularly as a 
family unit, to take on this call to go in peace and 
serve the Lord and carry that to all nations. Space is 
limited. Register now at lutherhill.org! 

Fall Family Retreat 
at Lutherhill 

Bring your furry, fluffy, scaly, and/or feathery friends 
with you for a short worship, blessing, and fun time 
with your Kinsmen Family!  All pets are welcome, but 
please bring a leash or cage in case we have too much 
fun being together. 

Does your neighbor have pets? Whom can you invite 
to this event? 

Sunday, October 4, 
4:30PM  

In the Prayer Garden 
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Mondays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

November 13-15, 2015 
$130 per person 
 

Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade are invited to attend this 
impactful weekend. This retreat will begin on Friday evening 
with community time lead by a live band and our speaker. On 
Saturday, we will further explore the weekend’s theme and 
spend an afternoon filled with activities. We close the weekend 
on Sunday with a community brunch and a sending worship. A 
great weekend for youth to grow in faith and friendship in a 
unique setting!  Register today at lutherhill.org! 

Junior High Retreat at Lutherhill 

Saturday evening, October 24 
Please consider volunteering as a Confirmation Small Group 
or as a part of SWAT for the Family Fall Festival.  The Family 
Fall Festival is our opportunity every year to not only show 
hospitality to members of our surrounding community but also 
support a good cause.  We are asking the 6th and 7th Grade 
Small Group families to create and facilitate games in 
classrooms throughout the evening.  We are asking the 8th 
Grade Small Group families to create and staff the Fright Bus.  
And we are asking SWAT families for volunteers to staff the 
inflatables, DJ table, and decorate vehicles for Trunk or Treat.  

Look for signup opportunities in future emails and at 
kinsmenlutheran.org. A donation box for candy and 2 liter 
soda bottles will be in the narthex/lobby. 

Volunteer for the Family Fall Festival 
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Community Thanksgiving Feast 

Kinsmen is hosting its 
Sixth Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Feast on 
Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26, from 
11:30AM—1:30PM. We are 
in need of volunteers to 
make this event a success. 
A traditional Thanksgiving 

menu of turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, green 
beans, corn, sweet potato casserole, cranberry sauce, 
bread and desserts will be served.   
 
 

How can you make a difference?  Are you willing to cook 
a menu item and bring it to the church on Thanksgiving 
Day?  Recipes and instructions will be provided.  Are you 
willing to bake a pie?  Pies can be accepted beginning 
November 24.  Would you be willing to help serve the 
food, wait on tables, assist with hosting the event or help 
in another way?  
  
If you are interested in helping with this event, contact 
Lynnae Schatz at lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org or 281-
444-3127 ext. 43.  Share grace this Thanksgiving and 
make it a Thanksgiving to remember. 

Noisy Offering October 10/11 

Within the Gulf Coast Synod, we 
have three thriving campus 
ministries including Houston 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Rice 
University, University of Houston 
and Texas Medical Center and 
Treehouse at Texas A&M, Blinn 
College in Brenham and Blinn 
College in Bryan.  The third is at 
Louisiana State University.   

Lutheran Campus ministry’s 
presence on campus is welcoming 
and supportive of all students, 
faculty and staff as they engage life’s 
questions, God’s call and the faith of 
Christ.  Campus Ministry is a 
Lutheran ministry for students, 
faculty, staff and others on campus.  
Through worship, study, fellowship 
and service, members of the 
academic communities taste the 
fullness of God’s grace.  Campus 
ministry reaches out to all who teach 

and learn, 
inviting 
them to 
experience and share God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ.   

Pastor Brad Fuerst from Houston 
Lutheran Campus Ministry along 
with Kinsmen member, Cody Miller, 
will be with us for the Noisy Offering 
weekend, October 10 and 11.  Thank 
you for your extraordinary generosity 
to help support this ministry.   

October Noisy Offering:  
Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Run for Your Turkey 
Kinsmen will be hosting the 
Kinsmen Run for Your Turkey 
5K/10K Fun Run/Walk on 
Thanksgiving morning, November 
26, 2015 at 8AM.   
 
Every participant will receive a T-
shirt and a medal.  The cost to 
participate is $20 for registrations 
received through November 10.  

Late registrations, including the day 
of the event, will be $25.  Register 
online at kinsmenlutheran.org.   
 
Contact Mike Velotas or Lynnae 
Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 
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The Bloodmobile is Coming 
Sunday, October 4  
 

What to Expect 
You know that there are good reasons to give blood, but 
if you haven't donated before, you are probably 
wondering what to expect. Although the actual blood 
draw takes only a few minutes, the entire donation 
process may take about an hour.  (Note: platelet 
donation can take up to 2 hours.)   
 

Basic donor requirements include:   
 Being at least 16 years of age on the day of the 

donation.  Parental consent is needed for minors.    
 Weighing at least 110 lbs., or 122 lbs. for age 16 

donors, on the day of the donation  
 Eating a well-balanced meal before donating  
 Drinking plenty of fluids before donating 
 

A quick overview of what happens during 
donation: 
Before Donation 
 Get a good night's sleep the night before your 

donation. 
 Be sure to eat a hearty meal and drink plenty of 

fluids before you donate. 
 
Health History 
 A Blood Center crew member will welcome you into 

a screening booth, where you'll present your photo 
ID and provide basic information about yourself.  

 In private, you will answer questions about your 
past and present health; this information is kept 
confidential. 

 The screener will return and administer a mini 
health exam (temperature, blood pressure, heart 
rate). 

 A blood drop will be taken from your finger to 
determine your iron level. 

 
Donation 
 A crew member will escort you to a donation bed 

near other donors. 
 Your arm will be examined and cleaned with a wet 

scrub. 
 Now your donation begins. Once the needle is in 

place, it usually takes less than 10 minutes to draw 

a unit of blood. 
 During your donation, use Applied Muscle Tension, 

a simple technique that consists of alternately 
contracting and then relaxing muscle groups in the 
body. One method is to tighten the muscles of the 
legs and buttocks for about five seconds, relax for 
five to 10 seconds and repeat. Another method is to 
squeeze a ball in the hand, alternating between the 
right and left hands. 

 Once your donation is complete, the needle will be 
removed and a bandage will be applied. 

 If you are donating platelets, the process may take 
1.5 to 2 hours.   

 
After Donation 
 Sit and have a snack and a drink for at least 15 

minutes. 
 As long as you're feeling well (not lightheaded or 

dizzy), go out and enjoy your day. You've earned it! 
You've helped save up to 3 lives!  

 Drink additional water for the rest of the day. 
 Keep the bandage in place for a few hours. 
 Avoid strenuous physical activity, vigorous exercise 

or heavy lifting for the remainder of the day. If you 
begin to feel lightheaded or dizzy, lie down until 
feeling better. 

8AM-12:30PM 
Donor Coach 
 
Contact Julie Hughes 
jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org 
Sponsor code 0952 
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Live Well 2015 
—Lisa Pruitt 

October is around the corner. It is 
the pink month—all about fighting 
breast cancer. I am fighting this 
disease and have learned a few 
things that apply to any life 
threatening condition or chronic 
disease. While it is very popular to 
talk about how we are beating 
cancer, no need to fear, the truth is 
when you get such a diagnosis, it is 
scary. You become acutely aware of 
your own mortality. Will I beat this?  
If I beat this, what physical toll will 
it exude? What will be the cost to my 
family and friends? What will I be 
like on the other side? Stronger? 
Weaker? Bitter? Peaceful? It is all a 
huge unknown.   

My first fight with breast cancer was 
in 2000. I was in my early thirties 
and had a two and a half year old 
son. I had a good prognosis and 
reasons to be optimistic. While 
taking chemotherapy my immune 
system cratered, I got an infection.  
That was my first real brush with 
death. I saw how small and fragile 
we all truly are. I was sad, 
overwhelmed. God’s gift to me was a 
little boy who needed me. Taking 
care of Andrew made me keep calm 
and carry on. Then I got my second 
round of cancer. I had had problems 
for which I sought out medical help. 
The thing was that no one was 
looking for this kind of breast cancer 
in me as, statistically speaking, I was 
way too young to be afflicted with 

this type of breast cancer, and it is 
rare—only about 1% of all breast 
cancer patients. This is a mold I 
would have rather not broken. 

From the get - go I took a different 
tact. I remembered that Jesus told 
his disciples that if they truly 
believed in what they asked God, 
God would do anything they asked 
including picking up mountains and 
putting them into the sea. I went all 
in. I gave it all over to God as I knew 
there was nothing I could do. I 
remembered a father who tracked 
down Jesus with his ailing son. You 
see, the disciples had had a test run 
of ministering to the people. They 
were unable to heal this boy. The 
father did not take no for an answer 
and found Jesus. Jesus healed the 
boy, of course. The disciples asked 
Jesus, “How’d you do that?” Jesus 
answered this one required much 
prayer. Boom!  I got on my email and 
Facebook and asked every believer to 
pray for me. I had people praying for 
me around the world. I do not even 
know the names of people that 
prayed for me. God listened. He 
brought me peace. I was not afraid. I 
remembered that after three days of 
being dead (think about what three 
days of being dead means) Jesus 
brought Lazarus back to life in the 
blink of an eye. I knew my cancer 
fight was daunting. However, 
Lazarus was quite literally a bigger 
medical mess than I was. It was 
nothing to fix Lazarus. I started 
praying differently. I did not plead. I 
did not beg or grovel. I praised Him.  
I gave Him glory because I knew that 
if God wanted me to live beyond this, 
I would live no matter how dire my 
status. 
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This changed me. I kept smiling for 
real. I kept enjoying life even more 
as I knew that it is ALL a gift, 
everything, every person, 
everything. That’s when I could see 
the miracles and God’s Kingdom 
come to me. For example, I had a 
disastrous core needle punch biopsy.  
This required me to have a surgical 
biopsy. Without that surgical biopsy 
I would have died on February 22, 
2013. No one knew how large my 
tumor really was. No one knew that 
I was bleeding to death. I was 
surrounded by physicians that did 
an unconventional 10-hour tag team 
surgery. I had one of area’s 
prominent thoracic surgeons. I had a 
gifted plastic surgeon who operated 
for six hours pro-bono. You see he 
did not take my insurance. His 
portion of the surgery was the 
critical part of the surgery being a 
success. I had nurses, food service 
people, ladies that cleaned my room, 
doctors pray over me and wish God’s 

blessings upon me. I was calm. I 
should have been a mess. I required 
4 pints of blood before my surgery, 
three more during surgery.  I did not 
meet my thoracic surgeon, the guy 
who would take a Stryker saw to my 
rib cage pulling out bone and tumor, 
until 10 minutes before I entered the 
operating room.   

In the ICU, I initially could not bow 
my head. That muscle had been 
removed. My plastic surgeon  
successfully connected my “patch” to 
the nervous system so that I could 
move my head later that morning. I 
was supposed to take 12 weeks to 
return to work. I returned in 8 
weeks. I was supposed to be 
deformed. My shoulders should have 
been hunched limiting my arms’ 
freedom of rotation. I have 100% 
freedom of rotation, no hunch. The 
remaining metastatic cancer in my 
lungs has gotten smaller. I should be 
dead. I am not. My doctors are/were 
stunned with my outcome. None of 
them thought it possible.   

My point is no matter what, be all 
in. Praise God with your prayers 
when asking for help by 
acknowledging his power to solve 
anything. Pray some more. Love life. 
Love people. Love God. Honor Him 
by “smelling the roses”. His kingdom 
is at hand. Let go. Let God. 

Take some time to Live Well.  

We all need a plan for our money and we want that 
plan to be productive and to give us peace of mind.  
In response to this need, beginning in January 2016, 
Kinsmen will be offering the Dave Ramsey course 
Financial Peace University  (FPU).   
 
It is a plan that teaches God's ways of handling 
money.  Through video teaching, class discussions, and 
interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, 
practical steps to get from where you are to where you 
dream to be. This plan will show you how to get rid of 
debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and 
much more! 
 
This 9 week course will be offered to Kinsmen members 
and the wider community on Tuesday evenings from 7-
8:30PM  January 12 through March 8.  
 

 
You will be receiving more information about this 
valuable opportunity in the coming months. 
  
Have you already participated in this course or some 
other course offered by Dave Ramsey? We need your 
help and input! Please contact Gary Simpson at 
g.simpson@comcast.net. 

Financial Peace University  
by Dave Ramsey 
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An educational program sponsored by the 
Kinsmen Endowment Committee 
Sunday, November 8, 2015 
Community Room 
 

 

2 Opportunities to Attend:  
 9:30-10:30AM (light snacks provided) 
 12-1PM (lunch provided) 

Your Life. Your Legacy 

Leave Your Footprint on the Future 
We will celebrate Endowment Sunday at Kinsmen 
Lutheran Church on October 18, 2015. You are invited 
to this party after all services in the Community Life 
Center/Gym and the narthex. Enjoy cupcakes and 
community as we enter a new year of growing God's 
Kingdom. Bring your photos, your stories, and your 
family to this 2nd annual celebration of our journey 
together as we leave footprints on the future. Want to 

give a gift for the 43 years Kinsmen has been doing 
God’s mission here in Northwest Houston? Make a 
meaningful gift to the Kinsmen Lutheran Church 
Endowment Fund for ($.43, $4.30, $43, $430, etc.) so 
that Kinsmen can meet and expand its Christian 
mission.  Questions? Contact Melissa Turnquist, 
Endowment Committee Chair, at mturnquist@tcftm.org 
  
 

Instructor 
Lizbeth Johnson 

Lutheran Founda on of the Southwest 
 

Learning Goals 
 Documents every individual needs 

 Vehicles for End‐of‐Life Planning 

 Means of fund transfer from one individual to 

another 

 Generic examples of financial scenarios 

 Advantages of including charity in your end‐of‐life 

plan 

 Kinsmen Endowment Overview 

 Meet the Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Gi  Planner 

available for your confiden al assessment and 

plans at no charge or obliga on 
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Kinsmen celebrated God’s 
Work. Our Hands. Sunday 
on August 30.   

 

Below is a recap of the day…  

 310 worshipped.   

 195 participated in projects for 
the local community and the 
world  

But the day was much more than the 
numbers.  It was a day of stories, of 
memories, of relationships, of 
serving.  It was a day of doing God’s 
Work with Our Hands.  Thanks be to 
God for the opportunity to worship, 
serve and celebrate!   

 

 

195 people 

served the 

community 

and beyond.  
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To All the Wonderful Volunteers, I want 
to thank all of you for giving your time 
and talent to help the teachers out. For 
me, this was truly a blessing. Three days 
before school started, I broke my wrist in 
two places, so when Krista (Dankert) told 
us about you all wanting to help the 
teachers, I felt blessed. Your kindness and 
hard work is appreciated. Thank you again 
for cutting my cards. May God Bless you 
all.   

—Terri Gorsulowsky  
(Moore Elementary CFISD)  

Teacher projects were 

completed for 9 different 

schools.  Thank you Kinsmen 

teachers and KCA for bringing 

and recrui ng projects!  The 

following thank you was 

received:  



October 2015  Kinsmen Connection 

    19 

Fire Trucks were washed at 3 

Klein Volunteer Fire 

Department sta ons.  Thank 

you Kevin Hughes for 

coordina ng this project.   
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17 quilts were completed for Lutheran 

World Relief.  This project will be 

ongoing throughout the year.  A goal of 

100 quilts by Maundy Thursday, March 

24, 2016, has been established.  Thank 

you Connie Jackson & Maryellen Madsen 

for leading.   
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New gardens were created at 

Camp Hope—a ministry for 

Wounded Warriors. Thank you 

Ma  Dankert and Pa  Suler for 

leading this project.   

 Over 70 plants were installed 

with only one reloca on due 

to underground plumbing.  

 Six areas on a five acre area 

were worked: the front signs, 

office building, phase I and II 

residen al areas, family 

housing area and all gardens 

in the back.  

 85+ (compressed) gallons of 

weeds were pulled.  

 All plants were fer lized by 

hand.  

 The theory of many hands 

make light the work was 

applied successfully.  

 A heavy generator was 

moved from the area.   

Yard maintenance was done at The Life Center 

for the Homeless.  Thank you Doug and Nadine 

Wi enberg for leading this project.   

Prayers ascended throughout 

the Kinsmen neighborhood.  

Thank you Mary Collins for 

leading this project.   
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Glimpses of Grace 
KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

M   A  2015 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Income $122,151  $139,186  ($17,035) 

Expense $128,186  $130,635  ($2,449) 

Over/(Under) ($6,035)  $8,551  ($14,586) 

Total Income $1,081,395  $1,077,410  $3,986 

Total Expense $1,089,718  $1,068,052  $21,666 

Net ($8,322)  $9,357  ($17,680) 

Y   D   

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE: CARE MINISTRY 

S  2015 

Total Flower Bouquets Rearranged 38 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 

A  2015 

Noisy Offering (Good Samaritan Fund) $1,533.00 

General Mission Support $9,632.53 

Designated Mission Support  $581.20 

KCA Scholarships $571.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $430.00 

Life Center $750.00 

AUGUST TOTAL $25,626.03 

Y‐T‐D TOTAL $143,398.46 

CLC/NAM IHN Homeless Programs $6,000.00 

Sun School/Habitat for Humanity $728.30 

College Scholarships $5,400.00 

Everyone enjoyed the celebratory 

lunch!  Thank you Lynn Schroeder for 

leading the lunch.   
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the informa on listed above is incorrect, please no fy the church office. 

Cynthia Kinler 1-Oct 

Debbie McCue 1-Oct 

Debra Heppner 1-Oct 

Shawn Abt 3-Oct 

Cindy Hagan 4-Oct 

Walter Hambrick 4-Oct 

Judith Clark 6-Oct 

Avery Mueller-Jarosh 6-Oct 

Elissa Ludeman 6-Oct 

Hadlee Wall 6-Oct 

Chance Bachmeier 7-Oct 

Judith Nielsen 7-Oct 

Mark Staff 8-Oct 

Diana Grobe 8-Oct 

Suzy Bongers 9-Oct 

Emma Schmeisser 9-Oct 

Stephanie Langner 10-Oct 

John Perry 10-Oct 

Keiler Harvey 10-Oct 

Paul Lettieri 10-Oct 

Cathy Guy 10-Oct 

Jan Schmeisser 11-Oct 

Charlene Mengel 11-Oct 

Abel Garcia 11-Oct 

Kristi Taylor 11-Oct 

Jim Lemaux 12-Oct 

Connie Nolan 12-Oct 

Mitchell Schroeder 12-Oct 

Betty Berger 13-Oct 

Emma Erickson 13-Oct 

Nicole Brown 13-Oct 

Shella Smith 14-Oct 

Carson Monrad 14-Oct 

Mackenzie Kaurich 14-Oct 

Donald Swanson 14-Oct 

RJ Delgado 14-Oct 

Clara Karnei 14-Oct 

Rhys Blair 15-Oct 

Nathan Staff 15-Oct 

Sonja Lockhart 15-Oct 

Laura Porter 16-Oct 

Al Roy 16-Oct 

Bryan Smith 17-Oct 

Megan McNeill 17-Oct 

Nicole Schneck 17-Oct 

Lisa Lemaux 18-Oct 

Adan Plata 19-Oct 

Renee Alfaro 19-Oct 

Justin Blackbourn 19-Oct 

Tony Roeger III 19-Oct 

Fred Straube 20-Oct 

Ben Harvey 20-Oct 

Donnie Stowe 20-Oct 

Kay Adam 20-Oct 

Barbara Kaase 20-Oct 

Brynn Berg 22-Oct 

Grant Peltier 22-Oct 

Steig Erickson 22-Oct 

Emmalee Schraeder 22-Oct 

Braden McAnear 24-Oct 

Joanne Matava 24-Oct 

Mary Ann Lehmann 24-Oct 

Kelly Swerdon 25-Oct 

Diane McCoy 25-Oct 

Ronald Brooks 25-Oct 

Gary Simpson 25-Oct 

Ashley Bell 25-Oct 

Mitchell Ray 26-Oct 

Jon Guckenberg 26-Oct 

Cherise Osmon 26-Oct 

Samantha Ward 26-Oct 

Gene Gealow 27-Oct 

Steve Matava 27-Oct 

Hunter McGuinn 27-Oct 

Cody Pierce 28-Oct 

Sharon Peebles 29-Oct 

Sarah Nott 29-Oct 

Gregory Ludeman 29-Oct 

Keith Rogers 29-Oct 

Emily Paule 29-Oct 

Alden Sperber 29-Oct 

Danny Hahn 30-Oct 

Nancy Zoril 30-Oct 

Abbe Wall 31-Oct 

Sandra Lettieri 31-Oct 

Rich Gillette 31-Oct 

Jim Lee 31-Oct 

Luke Fry 31-Oct 



Connection is a monthly publication of Kinsmen 

Lutheran Church. Deadline for submitting news is the 20th day of 
each month or the previous church business day if the deadline falls 
on the weekend or on a church holiday. Articles are preferred 
electronically, but may be faxed or hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth and Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry and Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Robyn Johnson, Media and Communications Director 
 rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting and Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells and Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net  
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before and After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension	

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 

  CONTACT INFORMATION 
281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Weekend schedule 

Saturday 
5:30 PM                                

Informal Worship                       
with Communion 

Sunday 
8:15 AM & 11 AM           

Traditional Worship                  
with Communion 

 
9:30 AM                          

Contemporary Worship           
with Communion 

 

9:30 AM                         

Education Hour              
Classes for all ages 

(August - May) 

 

 
9 - 11 AM                    

Fellowship Breakfast 
Community Life Center 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) 
for more information. 

Membership 


