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A Note from the Senior Pastor 

1. A group of 25 Kinsmen members will be listening to community members and leaders within a 5-mile radius around the 
church. As a group, we will listen and reflect on what we hear, and decide if there are some ways we can join God in 
what God is already doing in the community and/or address struggles and barriers we hear about. (We are called to be 
a blessing as a church, so we are listening to how we can better be that blessing in our community that has changed in 
recent years.) This is a good way for us to keep our ministries relevant to our context and it is a good regular practice for 
churches in general. 

The second part of this project is developing congregational leaders who are able to hear from another's cultural 
perspective and respond to what is heard. NW Houston is an extremely diverse community with many young adults and 
families. Being a good leader means being able to listen and respond with the good news of Jesus' grace and self-giving 
love from another’s perspective and context. (Romans 12 esp. vs 1-5 is the biblical reference we are using to focus us on 
God's word for our meetings.) 

We are living in times when it is difficult to step outside of our own cultural lens--(we all have a unique perspective and 
lens)--and hear where someone else is coming from. This project is all part of my Doctor of Ministry research and, for the 
leadership development part of the project, this is what I am calling the development of "multi-perspectival flexibility." 

2. The Abendmusik concert series is starting off the year with a very different kind of concert. Agape (a.k.a. David Scherer) 
is from north Minneapolis where he leads a hip hop ministry in the community. His website is: www.hiphopoutreach.com/. 
He wrote and performed his song, “Rise Up” specifically for the Youth Gathering theme last summer. He is now on a post 
gathering tour and will be coming to Kinsmen on January 30. While here, he will lead a hip hop ministry workshop, he’ll 
do a musical piece during Saturday night worship, and his concert will be after worship on Saturday, January 31. Many 
of our youth at Kinsmen are very excited about this. Please do come and support this unique Abendmusik concert!  

3. The last two initiatives are two kinds of classes we are offering for congregation members AND the community. The 
outreach team will be facilitating David Ramsey’s Financial Peace University classes for the first time.  
According to www.nerdwallet.com, The average U.S. household with debt carries $15,355 in credit card debt and 
$129,579 in total debt. This class offers specific ways to get people out of the new modern day slavery of debt, so that 
one’s life can be freed up to follow God’s purposes in life. 
  

4. And because some of our demographic studies around the church show a high number of families with small children 
(and that it is much higher than the national average), we will also begin offering some parenting classes for the first time. 
Walter and Amy Hambrick will be facilitating this class using well-known child psychologist, David Walsh’s, book and 
workshop materials: No: Why Kids—of all ages—Need to Hear It and Ways Parents Can Say It. His website can be 
found here: http://drdavewalsh.com/.  Email sray@kinsmenlutheran.org or more information.  

 

 

While there are many new resolutions and new efforts you may be considering in 

your own life, there are at least four new and exciting initiatives happening in the 

life of Kinsmen that are beginning this month.  

Happy New Year!  
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Sermon Ser i es  

A new sermon series : rise up ! 

Talitha Cum! Jesus tells a young girl to Rise Up, Get Up! in 
Mark 5. There is renewed life that comes from being in the 
presence of Jesus. Renewed life means that we can start 
over because we are forgiven. Rising up means we hear 
and see one another with God’s eyes of love. Renewed life 
means speaking healing words where there is anger and 
illness. When our neighbor is in pain or suffering, we are 
asked by Jesus to lift them up. We are all connected in the 
body of Christ, and Jesus asks us to rise up and follow 
together. Jesus calls disciples of every age to follow, listen, 
be healed, go out and confess the good news that God’s 
reign is near! 

Jan. 10—Follow                                

Jan. 17—Listen                                  

Jan. 24—Be Healed                

Jan. 31—Go out                                

Feb. 7 —Confess                       

 

These are four different and exciting ministry experiments we are beginning this month. I hope you will support these 
efforts AND keep them in your prayers.  

  
May God’s grace and love surround you, fill you and flow from you in 2016! 

  
           Grace and Peace, 

           Beth Warpmaeker 
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K INSMEN ANNUAL  

Christmas Concert 
Let Your 

 

Blessing of the Runners 

Join us and invite your fellow walkers and runners to the 5:30PM 
Service on Saturday, January 16 for a blessing of the walkers 
and runners.  This is especially, but not limited to, for those      

participating in the Houston Marathon. 

AGAPE* (Dave Scherer) has inspired youth 

from Brooklyn to Bosnia with his 

relational ministry—hip hop outreach.  

Combining rapping, dancing, storytelling and his fluency in 
Spanish, AGAPE* connects with his listeners in a way that 
they really "get it". His energy is contagious, and his stories 
of faith transcend differences. Even those who do not 
normally enjoy hip-hop, find themselves dancing to his music 
and captivated by his unique presentation of the Gospel. 
AGAPE* brings an authentic approach by translating the 
theological depth of his seminary training into simple songs 
and stories that can be understood by every listener. His 
passion is to bring together people of all backgrounds and 
let them know about God's love for the whole world. This is 
"AGAPE*"!  

AGAPE* has been touring full-time as a musician for the last 
twelve years, performing for hundreds of thousands of youth 
across the US, and in eight different countries. He has 
recorded six CDs and has recorded with critically-acclaimed 
producer Ant (Atmosphere, Brother Ali) as well as Chris 
Brown's producer Ra Charm. He has shared the stage with 

the likes of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Toby Mac, David 
Crowder, Tony Campolo, and Gospel giant Kirk Franklin. In 
2001 he co-founded JUMP (Joint Urban Ministries in Praise) 
a ministry dedicated to helping urban youth unleash their 
leadership skills through the arts. More recently he founded 
a youth-led worship service called AMP (All Metro Praise) 
which attracts hundreds of youth across the Minneapolis-
Saint Paul metro area each month. In 2009, he received the 
Tom Hunstad Award for excellence in youth ministry and his 
contribution to the lives of young people. His ministry was 
also recently featured in an ABC affiliated documentary 
entitled "Peace of Bread" about food insecurity in America. 

AGAPE* is bringing his message, music, and moves to 
Kinsmen on January 30, 2016, for an amazing day of 
praising God in a whole new way. The day will begin with 
a hip-hop clinic open to all youth (and the youthful). Then he 
will bless our 5:30 worship service with some special music, 
and cap the day with a full concert starting at 7:00 pm. 
Watch for more information about this event throughout 
January. You will have an opportunity to sign up for the 
workshop, and purchase dinner here so you can stay for the 
full event! This is THE event you need to invite your family, 
friends and neighbors to! 

AGAPE*  
Is coming to Kinsmen 
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Ever sit in church on Sunday and wonder 
where the flowers on the altar came from?   

They might have come from the person sitting next to you.  
Kinsmen is blessed with its own  Flower Committee.  The 
Flower Committee takes donations of $25 in honor of, in 
memory of a loved one, or in celebration of a family 
milestone and uses the donations to create the beautiful altar 
and narthex arrangements.   After the 11 o’clock Sunday 
service is over, a Flower Committee member moves the 
arrangements to the cooler in the flower room. On 
Mondays, a team of rearrangers break the floral pieces 
down to make smaller arrangements of flowers that are 
delivered to Kinsmen members.  If you have donated flowers 
for that week you will get a smaller arrangement delivered 
to you.  Other deliveries of the smaller arrangements may be  
given to the hospitalized, the homebound, the sick, those 
grieving, those celebrating the birth of a baby, those in a 
new home and even for just because reasons. 

Your $25 donation for flowers does a lot of work. It 
beautifies the Sanctuary for the worship services, it can 
honor a loved one’s memory, it can celebrate a loved one’s 
achievements, it can be given to the Glory of God, it can 
remind a Kinsmen member that others are thinking of them 
and hoping for God’s healing grace to come to them in a 
time of need.    

You may donate online or sign up on the chart located in the 
narthex.  Thank you for sharing grace.   

P.S.  If you are interested in being involved in the arranging 
and/or re-arranging of flowers contact Diane Smith or 
Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). Training is 
provided.   

 MEET  aRNEA Media & Communications Director  

My name is Arnea Williams and I am the newest member of the Kinsmen 
Staff, under the role of Media & Communications Director.  

Though currently residing in Houston, I am a native of Beaumont, Texas. I 
guess you could say I am a “country girl at heart”, with “big city dreams.” My 
first love was photography, shortly followed by my second love of words.  

The foundation upon which I built my accomplishments is real world 
persistence and academic training. I earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Photography and Journalism from Sam Houston State University, which then 
led me to pursue a Master of Fine Arts in Photography and Digital Media with 
an emphasis on contemporary methods in relation to art history. A publishing 
company’s print room supervisor and lead graphic designer for a magazine 
publication preceded my studies and instruction at the University of Houston.  

My interest in communication practices mostly revolves around the power of 
words and images and the ways community, collective memory and social 
change are organized around them.  

I am looking forward to the many ways I can contribute to the ministry here at 
Kinsmen. 
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Old Testament  

Nehemiah 8:10 – The joy of the Lord is your strength  

Psalm 100:5 For the Lord is good; His steadfast love 
endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.”  

Isaiah 40:31   

Moses and the burning bush  

Isaiah 43:1  

Noah’s Ark  

The story of Joseph  

Psalm 139:14 – I will praise you for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; marvelous are your works that my soul 

knoweth right well.  

Judges 5  

Jonah and the whale  

 

David and Goliath  

Creation  

Pharaoh’s dream  

Daniel and the Lions  

Jonah and the whale  

David and Goliath  

1 Kings 18  

Isaiah 40:31   

Jonah and Noah  

Psalm 91:1 He who dwells in the shadow of the most high 
who abides in the shadow of the almighty  

Zacchaeus – tax collector  

The story of Joseph – He endured many hardships for 
decades. He did not lose hope.  

New Testament  

John 15:13  

Philippians 4:13  

1 Corinthians 2:9  

Jesus is Born  

House on the Rock  

Jesus Feeds 5000  

The Christmas Story  

The Day Jesus Died  

Jesus is Betrayed  

The love chapter  

Matthew 26:17-30  

Story of Mary Magdalene  

Galatians 5:22-23 – The fruit of spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness an 

self-control.  

FAVORITE  

VERSES 
Bible 



January 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

    7 

This trip will visit biblical and archaeological sites from as far south as Beer Sheva to as far north as Ancient 
Dan. It will deepen your understanding of the Bible, but it will also give you insight into the current Christian 

witness of our Lutheran brothers and sisters, specifically in the city of Bethlehem.  

We have two spots from Houston left! Contact Pastor Beth as soon as possible at 
bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org if you are interested in this journey of faith, learning and relationship.  

 

 

 

 

All are welcome! As part of 
the Holy Land trip’s 
education and preparation, 
we will be visiting St. Anthony 
the Great Orthodox Church on 
Sunday, January 24 at 1PM. We 
will meet at the church and 
Father Anthony Baba, the priest, 
will be talking to our group about 

things unique to the Orthodox Church and ways we might appreciate the 
churches we will visit. He said that they have seating for 250 in their 
sanctuary, so all are welcome! Just come to the church located at 7202 FM 
2920.  In future months, we will also be asking a Jewish and Muslim speaker 
to come to Kinsmen to speak, so watch for upcoming information on that. 

Holy Land Trip 

Join  Kinsmen  members  and  friends  on 
this  life-changing  trip  to  the  Holy  Land!  
May 15-28, 2016 
Cost: $3670  
(includes  land  and  airfare  from  Houston) 

Visit  an   Orthodox   Church   
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If you have been worshipping at Kinsmen and you would like to learn more about our church, or if you think you might 
be interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider attending our upcoming new member class on January 
31, 2016 at 12 noon.  The class will meet in the Community Room and will be over at 2 PM.  Lunch is provided and 
childcare is available upon request. Participation in the class does not commit you to church membership, but it is an 
opportunity for you to find out more about the life and ministry of Kinsmen. 

Women’s  
Pampering  
Retreat   

Do you need a gift idea for that special lady in your life?  If 
yes, consider giving her a weekend away at 
Camp Lutherhill.  While away, that special lady will have an 
opportunity to renew her mind, body, and soul through a 
weekend away with women from all backgrounds. She will 
be spiritually and physically refreshed with either a massage, 
manicure, or pedicure and a weekend filled with yoga, 
worships, and pampering. She will have an opportunity to 
enjoy camp and offsite activities like arts & crafts, a trip to 
the Rohan Meadery, high ropes, cooking and much more 
with her friends while also growing in community through 
sessions led by Lutherhill’s speaker.   

This retreat will begin on Friday evening, March 4, with a 
community activity and opening devotion led by the speaker. 
On Saturday, we will further explore the weekend’s theme 
and spend a relaxing afternoon at activities. The weekend 
wraps up on Sunday with a closing activity, community 
brunch, and a sending worship.  A great weekend to make 
new friends, deepen old bonds, and rejuvenate your 
relationship with God.  
 
Registration deadline:  February 1, 2016. 
Cost:  $155 per person 

  If interested or planning to participate please contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).     

March 4-6, 2016 

Lutherhill 

Kinsmen Directory - A new Kinsmen Directory is in the 
works.  Your help is needed.  Our directory is managed by 
an online company which gives us the freedom to include 
your photos.  Yes, your photos.  Simply email your favorite 

family photo to Lynnae Schatz by January 25 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) to be included in the 

Kinsmen Directory.  The new directory will be available in 
March 2016.  Thank you for your help. 

 Would you like to know about Kinsmen and its 
ministries?  Interested in possible membership?   
 
 

 
For more information, indicate a desire to join on 

the pew slip or contact Lynnae Schatz  
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org)  



January 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

    9 

Relationship Milestone - 7th Grade Youth and Parents  
Sunday evening January 31 and Saturday evening February 6. 

What does our faith have to do with our family, friends and dating relationships? 
All 7th Grade youth and their parents are invited to join us for the 7th Grade Milestone.  On Sunday evening,         

January 31, we will gather for a potluck dinner followed by our first session.  On Saturday, February 6 we will gather in 
the Great Room at 4PM for our second milestone session.  Following the session, we will recognize and celebrate the 7th 
Graders during the 5:30 Worship Service.  Following the worship service we will serve during the Marriage Milestone 

(wear black and white clothes). 

Pre-K/4 Year Old Milestone  

Milestones are a time when parents and children celebrate together that God is with us all the time, and we recognize that 
God is with us as we reach milestones in our lives. This milestone is in preparation for the season of Lent, the 40 days    
before Easter. Families will come away with a faith practice to help your family grow in their faith this Lenten season. 

We will have our first session on January 31 in the evening. Watch your email for more information! 

Our second class will be at 8:15 AM on Sunday, February 7 at Kinsmen followed by our celebration at 9:30 
AM worship.  

Contact Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for more details. 
  

It Had to Be You: A Celebration of Marriages  

Kinsmen’s annual Marriage Milestone will be held on Saturday, February 6, 2016, in the Community Life Center.  Come 
for the appetizers and a catered dinner that begins at 6:30 PM.  Bring a bottle of wine to share at your table. Jazz 

Sunday will be providing the entertainment.  Tickets are $20 per person and will go on sale January 10.  Tickets must be 
pre-purchased by February 1.    

Group Leader Meeting - January 31 - Noon - The Community Room 
 

Join us for a Group Leader Meeting on Sunday, January 31 at 12PM in the Community Room.  
At the meeting we will share stories, best practices and be introduced to the Lent Group Study.   
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S a v e  t h e  D at e   
J u ly  1 1 - 1 5 ,  1 8 - 2 2 ,  2 5 - 2 9  

On Wednesday evenings throughout 
the school year, Kinsmen offers a hot 
meal that includes salad and dessert. 

 
JAN. 6 - spaghetti 
JAN. 14 - pork lion 

JAN. 21 - King Ranch chicken  
JAN. 28 - beef stew 

 
The cost is $5 for those 13 and over, 

$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old, and 
FREE for those under 3.  

Takeout meals are available. 

Troop 440 will be taking fertilizer and mulch orders on January 23rd and 30th in Greenwood Forest subdivision. This is one 
of the Troop’s annual fundraisers so please help support the Boy Scouts by placing your order or making a donation. The 
boys' goal is to raise enough money for summer camp! For more information or to place an order, please contact Sandra 

Gutierrez, the Troop’s Service Chair, at sgb_rccola@yahoo.com or 281.670.7741 

 

 Cub Scout Pack 440 will hold their annual Pinewood Derby on January 23rd in the gym at Kinsmen Lutheran Church. If 
you have a boy in first through fifth grade interested in joining scouting, please contact Charlotte 

Sziy at Sziy@sbcglobal.net or 832.971.1971. 

 the Kinsmen Pastors & Staff! 
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We are looking for a few good men and their sons!  The Kinsmen Men’s Bible Study group will resume on 
January 4, 2016.  The men have selected  Max Lucado’s “Before AMEN,” a four week DVD driven study of simple prayer.  

The group meets every Monday at 7PM in the Conference Room, in the Community Life Center.  Come join this small 
group for lively discussion centered on God’s Word.  Questions?  Contact Bruce Elijah; evenings at 281-890-3567 or 

days; at 281-451-8927 for details.  A variety of materials have already been assembled.  All that is missing is you! 

 

Thursday Night Ladies Bible Study will begin on January 14, 2016 at 7PM in the Conference Room.  Please join us as we 
study the movie "War Room" it includes 5 scriptural lessons and inspiring movie clips found in the new Kendrick Brothers’ 
movie War Room. This short series provides a variety of heart-felt and/or humorous movie scenes.  At the completion of 

this study we will watch the "War Room" movie.  For more information contact Colette Edwards or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   

 

Ladies, if you enjoy a book club type atmosphere, please join the Ladies Thursday Morning Bible study as we explore the 
Bait of Satan by John Bevere.  The topic of the book is Offense, how not to offend, how not to be offended and how to 

show Christ in our PC culture.  We will be reading the book, watching a 30 minute sermon all in a nonthreatening 
atmosphere of a book club type setting over a 4 week period followed by a series of live lectures on a multitude of topics.  
We will also enjoy some faith based movie days and a good old fashioned 6 weeks of bible study to round out our spring 
session.  If you would like to join in the fun we will begin with our book discussion on Jan.14 at 10AM in the Community 

Room and meet every Thursday until the middle of May.  We would be honored to have you join us.  If you have any 
questions, contact Shella Smith. Email shellaraed@hotmail.com , Home 832/683-4777, Cell 832/326-6511 
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Mondays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

All Confirmation youth are encouraged to join us 
for Confirmation Camp at Lutherhill this summer.  

At Summer Camp, you will have opportunities to 
 
 grow deeper in faith through Bible study and 

worship.  
 challenge yourself on the high ropes course. 

enjoy activities such as swimming, archery, 
crafts and more.   

 spend a night sleeping in the tree houses and 
hanging village  

 

 
 

Partial scholarships are available.  
Register today at www.lutherhill.org and 

use the group code Kinsmen (case sensitive). 
 

  

Junior 
High  
Confirmation  

camp 

     Questions? Contact me      
      (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

Staff interviews will begin in the spring.  If you are interested in serving through Camp Hope, it is strongly 
suggested that you increase your participation in worship, SWAT, and serving throughout the winter and 
spring.  The more we see you engaged in the life of this faith community during the year, the more we can 
experience the depth of your character, the strength of your gifts, and your ability to build community with 
others. 

 

CAMP HOPE STAFF  
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June 12-17  2016  

1st through 5th graders will be traveling to Lutherhill for 
a week this summer!  

1st graders ($235) stay just June 12-15,  

2nd through 5th grade ($390) stay June 12-17. 

Discounts are available for early registration and 
siblings. Financial assistance is available as well. 

 

KCA Update 

Watch your email for more 
information!   

If you do not receive the Children’s 
Ministry Newsletter at the 

beginning of each month, please let 
Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Birth-5th Grade 

Kinsmen Children's Academy is excited to announce 
that we are offering full time care for children as 
young as 6 weeks beginning in January! This means 
we need some wonderful staff to help care for these 
babies. We are looking for some gentle, caring and 
loving individuals who have experience in a licensed 
child care facility who are available Monday through 
Friday. Our preschool is open from 7 AM to 6 PM. 
Contact Sara Ray (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for an 
application and more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our program has been loving and teaching children 
since 1985, and we are excited to expand! Contact 
Lisa Yeager (lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
enrollment information! 

Parenting class We are hosting a 6 week parenting 

class for parents of preschoolers (ages 0 – 5 years old). This class will 
be based on the book “No: Why kids – of all ages – need to hear it 
and ways parents can say it” by Dr. David Walsh. The cost for this 
class is $10 and includes a copy of the book.  The class will meet 

once a week on Sundays from 9:30 – 10:30 AM beginning      
January 10. Walter and Amy Hambrick will be teaching this class in 
conjunction with the pastors. Free child care is provided for children 
from infants through 5th grade. Reserve your spot by January 6 by 

emailing Sara Ray (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

Summer camp at Lutherhill 

Register today at www.lutherhill.org and 
use the group code Kinsmen (case sensitive). 
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Santa at KCA 

Decorating Ornaments for Caroling  Confirmation students & parents Distributing gifts 
at northwest assistance ministries (NAM) 
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Dear Kinsmen, 

We are taking this opportunity to express our greatest thanks and     
appreciation to the Kinsmen Family for the love shown through prayers, 
meals, flowers, gifts and personal visits.  Even though Betty remains  
under Hospice care, she is first under the care of God.  This care and 
the Kinsmen Family have resulted in Betty becoming much stronger to 
where she is now able to participate in many activities including attend-
ing Church taking part in the Jubilee Ringers and her Small Group.  
Without the loving support of the Kinsmen Family, this would not have 
been possible.  We thank each and everyone of you. 

   With Sincere Gratitude, 

 

       
 Larry and Betty 

Thank you from Treehouse Ministries  
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Live well 2015 

January has been designated 

as Blood Donor month.   

You don't need a special reason to give blood. 

You just need your own reason. 

Some of us give blood because we were asked by a friend. 

Some know that a family member or a friend might need 
blood some day. 

Some believe it is the right thing to do. 

 

Whatever your reason, the need is constant and your 
donation is important for maintaining a healthy and reliable 
blood supply. You'll feel good knowing you've helped 
change at least one life with one donation! 

What to expect when you donate?  

The staff and volunteers will sign you in and go over basic 
eligibility and donation information.  You will read about 
donating blood, and be asked to show a form of 
identification.  You will answer some questions in private 
about your health history and places you’ve traveled.  Your 
temperature, pulse, blood pressure and hemoglobin level 
will be checked.   

The actual donation takes about 8-10 minutes, during which 
time you will be seated.  The staff will monitor you and 

answer any questions you may have.  NOTE:  If you are 
donating platelets, red cells or plasma, the donation can 
take up to two hours.   

After donating, you will be given a snack and something to 
drink.  You can continue with your normal daily activities.   

Who is eligible to donate?  

The Bloodmobile will be here on January 24.  Take the time 
to give the gift of life.  Be looking for ways to schedule your 
donation time during the month of January.   

 

Take some time in 2016 to Live Well.   

Who  
Is Eligible 
to donate? 

 Be in good general health  
and feeling well.   

 Be at least 17-years-old  

 Weigh at least 110 lbs. 
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We all need a plan for our money and we want that plan to 
be productive and to give us peace of mind.  In response to 
this need, beginning in January 2016, Kinsmen will be 
offering the Dave Ramsey course Financial Peace University  
(FPU).  It is a plan that teaches God's ways of handling 
money.  Through video teaching, class discussions and 
interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, 
practical steps to get from where you are to where you 
dream to be.  This plan will show you how to get rid of 
debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely and 
much more! 
 
This course will be offered to Kinsmen members and the 
wider community. It involves a commitment on Tuesday 
evenings from 7-8:30 pm for 9 weeks beginning on January 
12th. The cost is $100 for a family. Partial scholarships may 
be available upon request from Pastor Beth.  
 
 

Please register on the church’s website. 
 

J a n u a r y  1 2 —M a r c h  8  

Financial  Peace  University   by Dave Ramsey  

Thanks be to God!  Kinsmen filled 130 holiday toy 
bags for Northwest Assistance Ministries (NAM) “to 

bless a local family in a way they’ll always 
remember” during the holidays.  NAM had a goal 
to provide toys to 2,500 children up to age 12.  

Thank you for your extraordinary generosity.   
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As we start 2016, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Council members that I have 
worked with the last three years, it has been a wonderful experience. 

The Texas open carry law goes into effect January 1, 2015. The Council has discussed how to 
handle this on Kinsmen’s campus. Our number one concern is for the safety of the children of KCA 
as well as employees and the congregation of Kinsmen. The Council has decided to post signs 
making it unlawful to open carry a firearm on campus. 

         Peace be with you, 

              
                                                                           2015 Church Council President 

Scott Nott 

A note from our church council president  

On behalf of the congregation, a sincere thank you to Myron Menk and Scott Nott for serving on the 
church council the past three years. This includes a special nod to Scott, who did a wonderful job as 
president. The work you did was greatly appreciated. The members of the 2016 Church Council are: 
Michelle Ivey (president), Nathan Anderson (vice president), Mike Velotas (treasurer), Kevin Edwards 
(secretary), Caleb Shaw, Jackie Hanson, Ali DeLuca, Karen Miller and April Ruen. We look forward to 
serving the congregation in the upcoming year.  

          Peace, 

          Michel le Ivey,  

          2016 Council President 

news 
Council 
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Living Water International has 
found that helping 
communities create 
sustainable water, sanitation, 
hygiene, and Christian witness 
programs in partnership with 
local churches is just the best 
way we've found to do that. 
Why? Because the water crisis 
affects poverty, women, health 
and education—and it's a 
spiritual issue. 

663 million people lack 
access to an improved source of drinking water—that's 1 in 
9 of us. In the places we work, it's more like 1 in 2 . Great 
progress is being made globally, but whole people groups 
are being overlooked—it's the poorest people with the least 
political power that continue to suffer, and these are the 
people we are called to serve. 

 

 

Water & Women. Many women spend 20 hours per 
week collecting water, some walking 7 miles a day, often 
for contaminated water. Too often the walk is not safe for 
them physically. It is women and the children they raise who 
suffer most without water, and who benefit most from access 
to it. 

  

Water & Health Water-related diseases cause 2.2 million 
deaths a year; every day, diarrhea takes the lives of 2,000 
children in Africa—more than any other single cause of 
death. Safe water, a toilet, and clean hands could prevent 
90% of these deaths. 

  

Water & Education Globally, water-related diseases 
steal 443 million school days a year. Roundworm, 
whipworm, and hookworm stunt growth, cause debilitating 
anemia, and follow kids into the classroom, shrinking 
cognitive potential. Illness causes absenteeism and early 
drop-out. Simple solutions can keep kids in school. 

Water & the Gospel. There's hope. In the past 20 years 
2 billion people have gained access to safe drinking 
water—but that's not the best story. Water is a picture of 
living water—the good news that God wants to transform 
people, communities, and the whole world through the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

Let’s Rise Up on January 9 and 10 to help those 
lacking access to clean water with our Noisy 
Offering for Living Water International.   

 

noisy  

offering 
Living water international 

From the Kinsmen Pastors and Staff 
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Kinsmen Endowment 

Committee Update 

A will is just a part of a comprehensive 
Legacy Gift Plan for an individual, 
couple, or family.  Assemble the 

following documents to ensure your 
vision is implemented as you intended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documents to Prepare in Addition to a Will 

In addition to a Will, each of these documents 
should be reviewed and updated every 10 years 
or with a major life change (e.g., employment, 
marriage, divorce, etc.) 

· Durable Power of Attorney 

· Directive to Physicians 

· Medical Power of Attorney 

· Financial Power of Attorney 

· Memorandum of Personal Property 
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The Kinsmen Quilters will resume working toward their goal 
of 100 quilts for Lutheran World Relief by March 20 on 
January 16.  We are halfway there but your help is needed.   
One way you may help is to simply drop a check in the 
offering plate and note quilting on the memo line.  Financial 
gifts are used to purchase supplies such as batting, needles 
and thread.  You may also donate cotton fabrics.   

 

An even more important way to help is to join in the quilting.  
It’s not hard.  If you can tie your shoe, you can help.  If you 
can use a safety pin, you can help.  Training is provided.   
Kinsmen quilters meet in the gym from 9 AM – 1 PM.  Join 
in on the fun and make a difference on January 16 and 30, 
February 13 and 27, and March 12 and 19.  Questions?  
Contact Connie Jackson, Maryellen Madsen or  
Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

Operating Highlights for november 2015 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Income $163,261.92 $155,732.42 $7,530  

Expense $135,542 $132,733 

     

$2,809 

Net $27,720 $22,999 $4,721 

Total Income $1,495,137.43 $1,479,707.99 $15,429 

Total Expense $1 ,513,610 1 ,496,812 $16,798 

Net ($18,473) ($17,104) ($1,369) 

year to date  

GLIMPSES OF SHARING 

GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 

NOVEMBER 2015 

Total Flower Bouquets 
Rearranged 

30 

Prayer Shawls 2 

All 2015 contributions 
must be received by 

Kinsmen by December 
31, or be postmarked 

by December 31 if 
mailed.  Online 

payments should be 
scheduled by December 

28 in order to be 
credited as 2015 

contributions.  Thank 
you again for your 

practice of extraordinary 
generosity.

NOVEMBER 2015 

Noisy Offering/                    
Wunderlich Food Pantry $1,210.00 
General Mission Support $10,815.23 
Designated Mission Support $1,583.70 
KCA Scholarships $387.50 
Good Samaritan Fund $100.00 
Life Center $750.00 
Naomi/Good Shepherd RTC $200.00 
Fall Festival/Wunderlich Food Pantry $912.00 
CLC/Talitha Kum $962.57 
NOVEMBER TOTAL $16,921.00 

YTD TOTAL $183,758.87 

grace 
Glipses  

of 



January 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

    23 

*This list is compiled from church records. If your 

name is missing or the informa on listed above 

is incorrect, please no fy the church office. 

 Funke, Andrew  1/1 

Madsen, Maryellen  1/1 

Bil, Aleu  1/1 

Ivey, Dennis  1/2 

Landgraf, Laura  1/2 

No , Michael  1/3 

Hayes, Joyce  1/3 

Johnston, Caymann  1/4 

Stark, Larry  1/4 

Franklin, Stella  1/4 

Rudy, Tracey  1/5 

Mosqueda, Veronica  1/5 

Blackwell, Jonathan  1/5 

Davis, Jeneisa  1/5 

Hakala, Dani  1/6 

Bilsten, Dawn  1/7 

Lockhart, Joel  1/7 

Schoof, Neva  1/7 

Hudson, Jessica  1/7 

Larson, Lynda  1/8 

Mc Mahan, Charlie  1/8 

Parr, Katy  1/8 

Kloppenburg, Jackie  1/8 

Lueders, Anjali  1/8 

Wuerker, Cynthia  1/8 

Mullinix, Gary  1/8 

Porter, Dylan  1/9 

Lueders, Ulf  1/9 

Hurtado, Isabella  1/9 

Schraeder, Terry  1/10 

Hart, Carol  1/10 

Boller, Bob  1/10 

Fretwell, Jennifer  1/10 

Poorman, Janet  1/11 

Holsberg, Daniel  1/12 

   

   

   

Needham, John Bailey  1/12 

Garlin, Phillip  1/12 

Heggeseth, Chris ne  1/12 

Porth, Cindy  1/12 

Howard, Jack  1/12 

Baasen, Irene P.  1/12 

Hock, James  1/12 

Cook, Keith  1/12 

Mielke, Grace  1/13 

Boggs, Darlene  1/13 

Simpson, Ann  1/14 

Gerber, Eva  1/14 

January Birthdays 

Bachmeier, Ashley  1/14 

Lockhart, Jefferson  1/14 

Landgraf, Patrick  1/14 

Rovang, Susan  1/15 

Johanson, Linda  1/15 

Elijah, Bruce  1/15 

Wietstruck, Abigail  1/15 

Wietstruck, Madeline  1/15 

Parr, Patsy  1/16 

Clark, Susan  1/16 

Woods, Amy  1/17 

Bachmeier, Steve  1/17 

Hahn, Leigh  1/17 

Morgan, Randall  1/18 

Mulkey, Julie  1/18 

Pate, Julie  1/18 

Blom, Bishop Paul  1/19 

Gordon, Priscilla  1/19 

Davis, Suzanne  1/19 

Daniels, Steven  1/20 

Fidler, Liz  1/20 

Fidler, Alex  1/20 

Keeling, Anna  1/20 

Miller, Karen  1/21 

Henning, Kelly  1/21 

Reder, Andrew  1/22 

Dunens, Egons  1/22 

Gwamanda, Phoenix  1/22 

Schraeder, Rex  1/22 

Schraeder, Max  1/22 

Schlo erbeck, Don  1/23 

Kaurich, Joshua  1/23 

Wi nebel, Jill  1/23 

Ray, Garre   1/24 

   

   

   

Porter, Deanna  1/24 

Ehlers, Daniel  1/25 

Erickson, Lisa  1/25 

Lee, Sin‐Ming Flora  1/25 

Elijah, Cathy  1/26 

Smith, Frannie  1/26 

Wiese, Jane  1/26 

Kolkhorst, John  1/26 

Swerdon, Bob  1/26 

Smith, Amber  1/26 

Rinn, Alvina  1/27 

Junker, Sue  1/27 

Richter, Terry  1/28 

Garlin, Barton  1/28 

Laing, Alistair  1/28 

Watkins, Deborah  1/28 

Rall, Mitchell  1/29 

Lowe, Jenalie  1/29 

Ford, Kimberly  1/29 

Kaurich, Jennifer  1/30 

Mc Cue, Allison  1/30 

Wendt, Dolores  1/30 

Lowe, Christen  1/31 

Orosco, Sylvia  1/31 

Ruen, April  1/31 



Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Arnea Williams, Media & Communications Director 
 awilliams@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 
Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  
Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             
Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     
Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net  
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before &     
After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

 

Connection is a 
monthly publication of 
Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 
20th day of each 
month or the previous 
church business day if 
the deadline falls on 
the weekend or on a 
church holiday. 
Articles are preferred 
electronically, but may 
be faxed or hand-
delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

Membership 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFOMAL 

 WORSHIP 

Saturdays at 5:30PM 

 

TRADITIONAL 

WORSHIP 

Sundays at  

8:15 & 11AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays at  

9:30 am 

 

COMMUNION 

OFFERED AT ALL 

SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 

BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9AM 

EDUCATION HOUR  

(ALL AGES) 9:30AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 
 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 


