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A Note from the Senior Pastor 
Always Reforming—
semper reformanda—
was a key phrase used by Martin 
Luther during the 16th century. His 
95 theses nailed to the 
Wittenburg Church door in 1517 

signaled a call to be a church that is always reforming itself. 
We will be marking the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation in 2017, but this year during Lent, we thought it 
would be a good time to take a look at what it means to be 
a church, or a community of Christ, that is always forming 
and reforming itself.  We are a forming church in that we 
are always teaching and learning and passing on the faith.  
We are reforming in that we are always trying to be a 
community that follows Christ today and this may look 
different depending on the context. One of my professors, 
Craig Van Gelder, says we are to “be signs/foretastes of 
redeemed humanity as the church” wherever we find 
ourselves. We will be exploring what this means for us as 
individuals and as a community during weekend worship 
and midweek worship services during Lent. 

 Two leadership teams are also looking at how we might be 
“signs of redeemed humanity as the church” as we do 
strategic planning for our future together. The Ministry of the 
Missional Church by Craig Van Gelder is a resource for 
how church leaders, in the midst of discernment and 
decision making, keep God in the conversation about the 
church forming and reforming itself.  The church is always 
“claiming and reclaiming its identity in relation to the historic 
Christian faith” and “engaging its context and continuously 
recontextualizing its ministry.”[1] Van Gelder suggests that 
missional church leadership involves four “dimensions that 
need to be integrated into a common framework.”[2] Those 
four dimensions are texts, context, community, and strategy/ 
action. When put together, this is what he calls “communally 
discerned, biblically and theologically framed and 
theoretically informed strategic action.”[3] (Yes, it’s a 
mouthful when you try to say it!) 

This is the adapted process our 26-member PAR Leadership 
team is using. There are many questions as we enter into this 
process. Van Gelder says that “God is at work in the world 
beyond the church…The church is called and sent to 
participate in God’s mission in the world. The responsibility 
of the church is to discern where and how this mission is 
unfolding.”[4] In light of this assertion, the question that is 
churning within me is: With a church the size of Kinsmen 

where people live and work all over the city, is it not 
possible that many different people living in different parts of 
town and parts of different networks discern where and how 
God’s mission is unfolding in a variety of different ways? 

And when we ask the question about what God wants to do 
through us, my next question is “Where?” While there is the 
location based on where our facility is in one context/ 
community,[5] we are a gathering of Christ’s community 
from a variety of different contexts, neighborhoods, and 
communities. Do we limit the calling of the Holy Spirit simply 
to the location and context of where the church building is 
AND/OR do we equip Kinsmen members (the church) to be 
signs of God’s redeeming presence wherever we might find 
ourselves: at work, in schools, in a variety of different 
neighborhoods, and in family life? What does “location” 
and context mean when you have a congregation made up 
of people from all over and what does “location and 
context” mean in light of social media taking us into being 
church in the “cloud”?  

The key issue we are wrestling with as we discern where the 
Spirit is leading us is whether we focus our discernment 
around being a sign/foretaste of redeemed humanity in one 
location and context AND/OR do we organize so that we 
are intentionally freeing Kinsmen members to be church (to 
be signs/foretastes of redeemed humanity) in the many 
locations and contexts in which we live and work?  

 At Kinsmen, we have decided to explore both. One 
strategic team will be tending to God’s activity in the 
“Circle” (this is the PAR Leadership Team looking at the 5-
mile radius around the church) and another in the “Pie or 
Cone” (which represents where most of Kinsmen members 
live—in a cone-shaped area that begins at Kinsmen and 
expands toward the northwest. This is what the Discipleship 
team will be focused on.) We will be giving you monthly 
updates on the work of these two teams.  

  

      Grace and Peace, 

  

      

   Beth Warpmaeker  
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Sermon Ser i es  

A new sermon series : always reforming 

Always Reforming—semper reformanda—was a key phrase used 
by Martin Luther during the 16th century. His 95 theses nailed to the 

Wittenburg Church door in 1517 signaled a call to be a church 
that is always forming and reforming itself. But what does that 

mean? We are a forming church in that we are always teaching 
and learning and passing on the faith.  We are reforming in that 
we are always trying to be a community that follows Christ today 
and this may look different depending on the context. Regardless, 

as a community, we are to be signs/ foretastes of redeemed 
humanity as the church wherever we find ourselves. We will be 

exploring what this means for us as individuals and as a 
community during weekend worship and midweek worship services 

during Lent. 

Feb. 14—Give   

Feb. 21—Serve                                  

Feb. 28—Listen  

Mar. 6—Love  

Mar. 13—Watch  

Mar. 20—Risk                    

  Worship Saturday, February 6 at 5:30 PM will be led by Jazz Sunday.  Jazz Sunday is a group of musicians who began 
leading jazz worship services in 1990 at Christ Lutheran Church in Lake Jackson, Texas.  Since that time they have led jazz 

worship services and performed concerts at several other churches in the greater Houston area.  Their repertoire includes 
jazz accompaniments of traditional hymns; special instrumental arrangements of hymns and spirituals.   Invite your family, 

friends and neighbors to this special worship service.  

ALWAYS 
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The Midweek Lent  of fer ings wi l l  go to the Scholarship Fund 

Ash Wednesday is February 10. 
  There will be 2 worship services that day -                           

one at noon and another at 7 PM.  Both services will include 
an Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. On Wednesdays 
during Lent, a brief worship service using Taizé music will be 

followed by a group study on “What Lutherans Believe.”  
Midweek Lenten services will be held at 7 PM.  

Lent is a season when the church focuses on the 
continual process of conversion for everyone. 

It is a solemn and penitential period.      
   Lent is grounded in and modeled after the forty days Jesus spent in the desert, tempted by the devil. As people of faith, 
we lay aside those practices and material goods that lead us into temptation. We do this not to enamor ourselves of our 

own sanctity, but rather to gather with the whole Christian community as it practices its participation in the death of 
Christ—that we might know the alleluia of the resurrection with Christ. 

 (first published in Sundays and Seasons 2014, Year A, copyright © 2013 Augsburg Fortress) 
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K INSMEN ANNUAL  

Christmas Concert 

Wednesday Evening Schedule Feb. 17-mar. 16: 

5:45 - 6:45 PM—Dinner 

7PM—Taizé Worship Service and group study on                        
“What Lutherans Believe” in the Sanctuary 

7:20—Video shown 

7:30 - 8:30 PM—Groups meet in various locations 

Drive Through Ashes 

If you or your friends or co-workers are not able to 
join us for our Ash Wednesday Services at Noon or 
7PM, you can “drive through” Kinsmen and receive 
prayer and the imposition of ashes.  Drive through 
Ashes will be available in the front parking lot      
between 3 - 6PM on Ash Wednesday.   

UPCOMING  

ABENDMUSIK 
EVENTS You are invited to the rest of this                                   

season's  Abendmusik offerings.  

April 7                                       
Texas Lutheran University Choir  

May 1 �                                               
"Double Vision" Duet Concert  

March 6 �                           
Ugandan Children's Choir  

 

 
These concerts are free and open to the public.                  

Kinsmen Lutheran Church is committed to hosting a variety of 
stellar music events. More detailed information about each 
concert can found in Kinsmen's monthly newsletter and at 

www.kinsmenlutheran.org.  
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Council 

Introducing the 2016 Kinsmen 

Lutheran Church Council 

Update from the Circle 
by Bob Boller 
The Circle is a team of 26 congregation members who are 
working to understand how Kinsmen can become more 
relevant in communities within a 5-mile radius of the church.  
Through this effort congregational leaders will be developed 
who will be able to hear from the perspective of other 
cultures and respond appropriately to what is heard.  This 
effort is also part of Pastor Beth’s Doctor of Ministry research 
project. 

As noted by Pastor Beth in this and January’s Connection 
newsletter, a team of 26 Kinsmen members are now listening 
to community members and leaders within a 5-mile radius of 
the church.  During the past couple of months, the team has 
been working to educate ourselves to prepare to go into 
surrounding communities and interview local leaders.  These 
interviews are to obtain data to help us better understand 
how communities have changed and will likely continue to 
change including the challenges they face. We also hope to 
learn from community leaders their views on how a church 

congregation might more effectively support the 
communities. 

In late November the entire team was led through a 6-hour 
training session on intercultural development by staff from 
Interculturalist, LLC.  This will help us listen and respond more 
effectively to what community leaders tell us.  In December 
we heard from Dr. Luis Torres from the University of Houston 
on the rapidly growing Hispanic population in Houston and 
the opportunities and challenges that this presents.  We also 
began to reach out to community leaders to invite them for 
interviews.  In early January we reviewed interviewing 
techniques and practiced through mock interviews with each 
other as we continued working to line up interviews.  We 
are now conducting actual interviews and expect this to 
continue through February.  We are excited to begin 
collecting data and look forward to the insights it will 
provide. 

Should you have questions or desire additional information 
please reach out to Pastor Beth, Myron Menk, Caleb Shaw, 
Linda Martens or Bob Boller who comprise the planning sub-
team of the larger team. We will introduce the full team in 
next newsletter update. 

Pastor Mark England, Nathan Anderson (Vice President), Pastor Beth Warpmaeker, Caleb Shaw, Michelle Ivey (President),      

Mike Velotas (Treasurer), Kevin Edwards (Secretary), Jackie Hanson, April Ruen, Karen Miller, Ali DeLuca (Not Pictured) 

(From Left to right) 
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We celebrated the New Year at Noon with moonwalks, crafts, Bible study, and pizza!  
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Group ministry study for lent 

	
If someone asked you what does a Lutheran believe, what would you say? The 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching in 2017 and more people might 
be asking us that question.  In preparation for the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation we will be offering an opportunity for group discussion around the 
basics of the Lutheran stream of the Christian faith.  We will be curating a variety of 
resources to equip groups for this discussion. We hope you will join a group either 
on Wednesdays during Lent or on Sundays. You can sign up to be a part of a group 
on Sunday, February 7.  Online sign-up will be available.   

Join Kinsmen members and friends on this life-changing trip to the Holy Land!  

This trip will visit biblical and archaeological sites from as far south as Beer Sheva to as far north as Ancient Dan. It will 
deepen your understanding of the Bible, but it will also give you insight into the current Christian witness of our Lutheran 
brothers and sisters, specifically in the city of Bethlehem. We have two spots left! Contact Pastor Beth as soon as possible 

at bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org if you are interested in this journey of faith, learning and relationship building.  

May 15-28, 2016 
Cost: $3670  
(includes  land  and  airfare  from  Houston) 

what  

lutherans believe 
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1st Grade Milestone 

Milestones are a time for the church to help equip parents to fulfill baptismal promises. We will be learning about        
following Jesus by serving others. Your child's First Grade Milestone is coming up on                                        

SATURDAY, February 13 from 10 AM to noon and SUNDAY, February 21 from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.  

Our celebration will be at the 11 AM worship on Sunday, February 21.  

On Saturday, February 13 we will learn about the Altar Guild and help get ready for worship. Then we will make tied 
fleece blankets for Lutheran World Relief and end with lunch together. Check your email for more details! One parent 

needs to come with each 1st grader, and brothers and sisters are welcome to come serve with us! 

Pre-K/4 Year Old Milestone  

Milestones are a time when parents and children celebrate together that God is with us all the time, and we recognize that 
God is with us as we reach milestones in our lives. This milestone is in preparation for the season of Lent, the 40 days    
before Easter. Families will come away with a faith practice to help your family grow in their faith this Lenten season. 

We will have our first session on January 31 in the evening. Watch your email for more information! 

Our second class will be at 8:15 AM on Sunday, February 7 at Kinsmen followed by our  

celebration at 9:30 AM worship.  

Contact Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for more details. 

  

It Had to Be You: A Celebration of Marriages  

Kinsmen’s annual Marriage Milestone will be held on Saturday, February 6, 2016, in the Community Life Center.          
Come for the appetizers and a catered dinner that begins at 6:30 PM.  Bring a bottle of wine to share at your table.  Jazz 
Sunday will be providing the entertainment.  Tickets are $20 per person.  Tickets must be pre-purchased by February 1. 

Childcare is available for children through Grade 5.                                                               
For more information contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org)    
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Join the Naomi Circle Women’s Bible Study every 1st Tuesday of the month in the Community Room from 9:30 -11 AM.  
All are welcome to attend and coffee is provided. We study from the Lutheran Women’s Magazine, “The Gather.”   
Copies provided if needed. Please mark your calendar for a morning of FUN, FELLOWSHIP and INSPIRATION.  

 
 
 

The cost is $5 for those 13 and over, 
$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old, and 

FREE for those under 3.  

Relationship milestone: 7th grade youth & parents 

What do our relationships have to do with our faith?  All 7th Grade youth and their parents are invited to join us for the 
7th Grade Milestone Session and Recognition as we explore the relationships we have with God, in family, in 

friendship, and in dating.  

On Sunday evening, January 31, we gathered for a potluck dinner and our first session at the home of one of our 7th 
Grade youth.  

On Saturday, February 6 we will gather in the Great Room at 4PM for our second milestone session. Following the 
session, we will recognize and celebrate the 7th Graders during the 5:30 Worship Service.  

Following the worship service, we will serve during the Marriage Milestone (wear black and white clothes).  Dinner will 
be provided for you. Parents can get tickets for the Marriage Milestone on Sunday morning or on the Kinsmen website 

kinsmenlutheran.org.  

If you missed the first session and would like to join us for the second session and recognition, email Pastor Mark at 
mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org. 

On Wednesday evenings throughout the school 
year, Kinsmen offers a hot meal that includes  

salad and dessert. 

 
feb. 3 - chicken parmesan 

feb. 10 - spaghetti  
feb. 17 - tex-mex casserole  

feb. 24 - Italian sausage & pasta 

Takeout meals are 
available. 
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All are welcome! As part of 
the Holy Land trip’s education 
and  p repara t ion ,  we 
contacted the Islamic Institute 
to see if they had someone 
who could speak to our group 
and answer any questions. 
Ozgur Karakuzu will be our 
speaker on Feb. 21 at 12:30. 
His presentation will include a 

short history of the birth of Islam, Islam in numbers in our 
world, focus of Islam, core values of Islamic life style, 
essentials of Islamic faith, pillars of Islamic practical life, and 
Islam's Holy Book Qur'an.  

 Ozgur graduated from University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center in Dallas in 2009 and received the PhD 
degree in Biomedical Sciences. He has been involved in 
both education and research in his professional life. 
Currently he is a faculty member at North American 
University in Houston. Ozgur volunteered for different non-
profits that were involved in interfaith dialog in the past. He 
has been a volunteer and part of the Board of Directors for 
the Islamic Institute since 2015. Ozgur and his wife Fatma 
have been married since 2010. 

 All are welcome to come to this presentation. We will also 
be asking a Jewish speaker to come in March, so watch for 
upcoming information on that. 

Introduction to Islam: Come listen and ask questions on Feb. 21 

Let’s Go Chi B’eek:                               
A family experiential learning journey to the 

Guatemalan cloud forest 
In Q’eqchi’, a Mayan language spoken in the cloud forest region of 

Guatemala, this word Chi B’eek means a walk, a trip, or a journey. Join 

Lutherhill through Lutheran Partners in Global Mission on a family 

experiential journey to Community Cloud Forest Conservation’s (CCFC) 

clean and rustic agro-

ecology center during the 

summer of 2016, July 9 – July 17. This journey is open 

to families with children 7 years and older and 

individuals 18 and older. Look forward to partnering 

with a primary school for a few days of camp at the 

agro-ecology center or partnering with CCFC’s women’s 

program. During this journey, you will walk with CCFC 

learning about their work in agro-ecology and the cloud 

forest while examining your own faith through daily 

devotions led by Lutherhill staff. 

If you are interested in this journey, please contact Elise 

Jones for more information at elise@lutherhill.org or      

979-249-3232.                                                     

Registration for this trip closes on March 31st.  
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S a v e  t h e  D at e   
J u ly  1 1 - 1 5 ,  1 8 - 2 2 ,  2 5 - 2 9  

Staff interviews will begin in the spring.     
If you are interested in serving through 

Camp Hope, it is strongly suggested that 
you increase your participation in worship, 
SWAT, and serving throughout the winter 

and spring.  The more we see you 
engaged in the life of this faith community 

during the year, the more we can 
experience the depth of your character, the 

strength of your gifts, and your ability to 
build community with others. 

 

CAMP  

Women’s  
Pampering  
Retreat   

Take some time away to renew your mind, body and soul.  
You will be spiritually and physically refreshed with either a 
massage, manicure or a pedicure and a weekend filled with 
yoga, worships and pampering.  You will have the 
opportunity to enjoy camp and offsite activities like arts & 
crafts, a trip to the Rohan Meadery, high ropes, cooking and 
much more with friends while growing in community through 

sessions led by Lutherhill.  This is a great weekend to make 
new friends, deepen old bonds, and rejuvenate your 
relationship with God.  The Kinsmen bus will be available for 
transportation.    
 
Cost:  $155 per person 
Registration deadline:  February 8, 2016. 

  R E G I S T E R  A T  L U T H E R H I L L . O R G   

March 4-6, 2016 

Lutherhill 
Last Call! 

HOPE  

STAFF  
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Mondays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

Partial scholarships are available.  

Register today at www.lutherhill.org and 
use the group code Kinsmen (case sensitive). 

 

All Confirmation youth 
are encouraged to join us 
for Confirmation Camp 
at Lutherhill this summer.  

At Summer Camp, you will have opportunities to 
 
 grow deeper in faith through Bible study and 

worship.  
 challenge yourself on the high ropes course. 

 enjoy activities such as swimming, archery, 
crafts and more.   

 spend a night sleeping in the tree houses and 
hanging village  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior 
High  
Confirmation  

camp 

     Questions? Contact me      
      (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

JUNE 19-24 
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1st through 5th graders will be traveling to Lutherhill for 
a week this summer!  

1st graders ($235) stay just June 12-15  

2nd through 5th grade ($390) stay June 12-17 

Discounts are available for early registration and 
siblings. Financial assistance is available as well. 

 

KCA Update: kca Now enrolling infants  

Watch your email for more 
information!   

If you do not receive the Children’s Ministry 
Newsletter at the beginning of each month, 

please let Sara Ray know 
(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Birth-5th Grade 

Kinsmen Children's Academy is excited to announce 
that we are offering full time care for children as 
young as 6 weeks beginning in January! This means 
we need some wonderful staff to help care for these 
babies. We are looking for some gentle, caring and 
loving individuals who have experience in a licensed 
child care facility who are available Monday through 
Friday. Our preschool is open from 7 AM to 6 PM. 

Contact Sara Ray (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for an 
application and more information. 
 
Our program has been loving and teaching children 
since 1985, and we are excited to expand! Contact 
Lisa Yeager (lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
enrollment information! 

 

 

Summer camp at Lutherhill 

Register today at www.lutherhill.org and 
use the group code Kinsmen (case sensitive). 

June 12-17, 2016  

Lutherhill 
Elementary Retreat  
March 11-13, 2016  
• $75 per person 
Get a taste of summer camp at 
this spring retreat. Campers in 
1st through 5th grade are invited 
to spend a packed weekend at 
camp worshiping, learning in 
Bible study, and experiencing fun 
camp activities like the giant 
swing, archery, and arts and 
crafts. We will navigate the day 

largely as a community but we 
will break into small groups for 
age specific Bible studies. This 
retreat will begin on Friday 
evening with welcoming games, 
activities, and a devotion. On 
Saturday, we  will continue with 
morning worship, Bible study 
and an activity filled afternoon. 
Sunday we wrap the weekend 
up with a closing activity, a 
community brunch, and a 
sending worship. Email Sara 
(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) to 
register by February 28! 

Kinsmen Children's Academy     
Preschool Open House  

MARCH 3                        
6:30-7:30 PM 

Come and see our 
awesome school! 

We are open Monday through Friday 7 
AM to 6 PM and open on most holidays. 
We serve children from 6 weeks old to pre
-kindergarten. Meet our teachers, see the 
classrooms, and turn in your paperwork to 
save money on the registration fee! 
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Endowment giving is keyed to the desire to make a Christian 
difference or to establish an end-of-life gift.  Legacy giving is 
another way of defining the creation of an endowment gift. 
Our thankofferings are designed to fund the various 
ministries of Kinsmen. As stewards our desire is to tithe, as 
the bible suggests. Growth in giving is what defines us as 
mature Christians. Therefore, when our thankoffering has 
matured we should consider how or what our Christian 
legacy should be after we are gone.  

 There are many ways to fund a legacy gift. The use of 
appreciated stocks or bonds, personal property, life 
insurance, retirement accounts, checking accounts or cash 
can all serve as a way to fund a legacy gift. By such giving 
you can fund the ministries of your choice and know that 
your gift will impact the lives and events of future members 
for many years. Such designation also allows the church to 
plan for the use of those gifts and fund programs that would 
not be accomplished any other way.  

 

Our new pledge card included a two part card, one part for 
our thankoffering toward the annual operating budget, and 
a second part for an annual gift to the endowment fund. So, 
whether you are contributing to the endowment program 
annually or deciding on a specific legacy gift, those funds 
will be growing as investments through the ELCA Foundation 
Fund A.  

Many of us have experienced family baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, and other milestone events. In 
addition we have been involved in various leadership events 
which define what we love about our church. 

Endowment giving serves the same valuable purpose of 
establishing our support for ministries of the church that are 
not provided for any other way, and are gifts that keep on 
giving.  

For more information please contact any member of the 
Endowment Committee or Pastor Beth. 

   Ron Reder, Endowment Committee. 

 
W H Y  I N V E S T  I N  A N  E N D O W M E N T  F U N D  
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Happy New Year!  Thanks to  your amazing generosity, we will be able to continue to provide $750 worth of groceries 
each month for The Life Center. Many of you have been sponsors for over 5 years, and the residents and staff at The Life 
Center deeply appreciate the fresh produce, meat, dairy products, cleaning supplies, etc. that we are able to purchase 
for them.   Some of you have asked how to make your contributions.  Very simple.  Just place your check in the offering 
plate made out to Kinsmen Lutheran Church, and in the memo area please write, "Life Center Groceries.”  If you prefer, 
you may drop off your contribution at the church office or even mail it to Kinsmen.  When we go shopping each month,  
our church office gives us a check to take to pay for the groceries.        

            Blessings, 

            Nadine Wittenberg 

sponsors 

Hi Pastor Beth, 

 Happy New Year! Mr. Ruggerio (the principal at Wunderlich Intermediate) received a campus construction update.  He 
was notified that the district is including additional funding to build an attached greenhouse for our garden.  The campus 
construction of our gym, additional classrooms, and the greenhouse will begin this summer. Mr. Ruggerio indicated that 
the current estimated construction timeline will be approx. 1 year. (Completion in the summer of 2017)  With that said, it 
has been decided it would be best to wait for the permanent greenhouse build, rather than set up a temporary greenhouse 
and garden system.  In the long-term, the funds, build, and garden operation will be better suited to meet the needs of our 
students, campus, families, and food pantry by waiting for the permanent build.  Since we are receiving additional district 
funding for the greenhouse, this will allow for greater use of the Kinsmen grant.  Now the grant will be used solely on the 
garden system itself, rather than a portion to fund a greenhouse! I’m quite sure you have been receiving questions for 
status update from your leadership, and the congregation.  Hopefully this will help provide some much needed answers.   

Again, we’d like to say THANK YOU for all of your support for our campus!  We are extremely fortunate that Kinsmen has 
reached out to serve our community.  I look forward to seeing you soon. 

           Matt Maudlin 

          Wunderlich Intermediate School 

          Health/Athletics 

An update on capital campaign outreach funds  
(Part of the outreach tithe on our “Feeding the Body and Spirit” capital campaign went toward 

the building of an aquaponic garden at Wunderlich Intermediate.  Klein ISD will now be           
incorporating this garden into a larger building project they are doing. Here is the update.) 
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You can help!  No experience is required and training is provided.  The quilters will meet February 13 and 27            
from 9 AM – 1 PM in the Community Life Center.  Another way to help is to simply drop a check in the offering plate and 
note quilting on the memo line.  Financial gifts are used to purchase supplies such as sheets for quilt backs, filler, needles 

and thread.   

Quilting  

  Questions?  Contact Connie Jackson, Maryellen Madsen or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   

Blest be the ties that bind our hearts in Christian love. 

The work continues.  The goal 
is 100 quilts by Palm Sunday.   

Christmas at KCA 
In December, some of our preschoolers went to Wood Glen Court, 

an assisted living center, and sang Christmas carols to the residents. 
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Live well 2016 

Forty-four million women in the U.S. are affected by heart 
disease and stroke and each of them have a story to tell. 
This is my story.   

Even as a nurse I was not aware of what was happening to 
me.  From marathon to couch, combined with a family 
history of heart problems and you have a disaster waiting to 
happen, a heart attack (MI).  That was me. 

I’ve always considered myself to be a very healthy, active 
person and when I was given 
the opportunity to train with the 
Leukemia Society’s “Team in 
Training” to do a marathon in 
Hawaii, I went for it.  Now I’m 
not a runner, so I trained to 
walk the marathon.  Walking 
the marathon with my daughter 
was a wonderful experience, 
but I had not made plans for 
what I would do afterwards.  I 
didn’t exactly retire to the couch, but I did not continue to do 
all the walking I had been doing.  Two years after the 
marathon I had my heart attack.   

My nurse colleagues could not comprehend how that could 
have happened because I was always so active.  The initial 
symptoms of discomfort between the shoulder blades (back 
ache) and being more tired than usual were attributed by me 
to the start up of the school year and all of my 
responsibilities associated with being a high school nurse.  
Hunkered over the computer, screening students and of 
course keeping up the house work were what I thought was 
causing my symptoms.   

After a busy 2001 Labor Day weekend, while our whole 
family was at the Galleria, my back ache went right through 
me to my chest, sitting there like a heavy weight.  My family 
later told me that they felt I had been in denial which put me 
in further jeopardy.  They said I communicated very little, if 
any, of my symptoms to them except that I felt I needed to 
get my blood pressure checked.  I felt I was in control and 
perfectly capable of assessing my own symptoms, not 
wanting to overly concern the family. My family went along 

with my request and we decided 
to head home and get my blood 
pressure checked.  It was on that 
ride home that I redirected us to 
the hospital.  Whether I was in 
denial or not, at this point I 
realized that my symptoms were 
changing to what people 
normally associate with a typical 
heart attack - shoulder pain 

gravitating down my left arm, tingling fingertips, numbness 
in my jaw and then slight shortness of breath along with the 
feeling of the weight on my chest.  When we reached the 
Emergency Room, my blood pressure was out of this world, 
very unlike my normal.  That evening I had two stents 
inserted into my right coronary artery and, three years later, 
while my younger brother was having a triple bypass, I had 
another stent placed between the two I already had.  

Family history, ugh.  Both my paternal grandparents and my 
parents died of heart associated problems.  Many of them 
were also smokers.  My brother and I have never smoked, 
but that still did not mean that we were exempt from 
genetics.   

During the month of February, Americans see the human heart as the symbol of love.   

February is designated American Heart Month.  February is a time to show yourself 

the love and know the symptoms of heart attack and stroke.                                             

Below, Barbara Velotas shares her heart story - a story of love 
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Pay attention to your body, and if anything is unusual, go 
see your doctor.  This is especially for women who usually 
do not present with the usual symptoms.  Get a routine 
physical and, if you have a family history have your doctor 
run lab work and do an EKG on you as a minimum.  But 
remember, EKG’s don’t always tell the whole picture. 

FACT:  HEART ATTACKS KILL MORE WOMEN THAN 
BREAST CANCER.  Heart attacks are sneaky.  You have to 
pay attention to the symptoms and get help immediately. 

I was lucky that day by not becoming a statistic.  I got the 
treatment that I needed quickly, but now realize that we 
should have called 9-1-1 while we were at the Galleria as 
my treatment would have begun 45 minutes sooner.  Family 
or friends, if you feel the person is in denial, take control 
over the situation.  Since that day I see my cardiologist every 
year and continue to exercise and eat healthy.  

 

 

Information from the  

American Heart Association: 

Heart Attack Warning & Signs:   

Some heart attacks are sudden and intense, but most of 
them start slowly, with mild pain or discomfort.   

Here are signs that can mean a heart attack is happening. 

Chest discomfort.  Most heart attacks involve discomfort 
in the center of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, 
or that goes away and comes back.  It can feel like uncom-
fortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain. 

Discomfort in other areas of the upper body.  
Symptoms can include pain or discomfort in one or both 
arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach. 

Shortness of breath.  This feeling often comes along 
with chest discomfort.  But it can also occur without chest 
discomfort. 

Other signs may include breaking out in a cold sweat, 
nausea or lightheadedness. 

If you or someone you’re with has one or more of these 
signs, call 9-1-1 immediately.  Get to the hospital right 
away. 

If you’re the one having symptoms and you can’t access the 
emergency medical services (EMS), have someone drive you 
to the hospital right away.  Don’t drive yourself, unless you 
have absolutely no other option. 

Stroke Warning Signs: 

Stroke is a medical emergency.  Every second counts, be-
cause time lost is brain lost!  Know these stroke warning 
signs and share them with others: 

Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, espe-
cially on one side of the body. 

Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding. 

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes. 

Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coor-
dination. 

Sudden, sever headache with no known cause. 

If you or someone with you has one or more of these signs, 
don’t delay!  Call 9-1-1 or the EMS number immediately so 
an ambulance (ideally with advanced life support) can 
come.  Also, check the time so you’ll know when the first 
symptoms appeared.  It’s important to take immediate ac-
tion.  If given within three hours of the start of symptoms, a 
clot-busting drug can reduce long-term disability for the most 
common type of stroke. 

TAKE A CPR/AED COURSE.  YOU MAY BE THE ONE 
SAVING A LIFE. 

Take  s ome  t ime  t o  l i v e  w e l l !  
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Tonya became a resident at 
Krause Children’s Center at 
age 17, after years of family 
abandonment, drug use, and 
being sexually trafficked 
across several states. Her 
mother was incarcerated and 
she never knew her father, so 
a history of traumatic 
rejection and low self-esteem 

followed her to Krause. At Krause she underwent intensive 
trauma-informed therapy where she began processing her 
trauma. Tonya absorbed everything offered at Krause, 
spiritual care, school, and including job readiness skills that 
would be invaluable when she completed her treatment at 
the campus. But she had one special request for her 
caseworker … she asked for an extension to remain at 
Krause for an additional month, when she would turn 18. 

During Tonya’s treatment she made contact with her 
biological mother and established a plan to live with a 
former foster placement until reunification with her mother 
became possible. Amanda Martin, Clinical Director, Krause 
Children’s Center was thrilled with Tonya’s remarkable 
progress and said, “She is an amazing young lady – we 
were lucky to witness and be a part of her transformation.” 

This is just one of the stories of the over 200 girls that are 
brought to the Krause Center each year.   Krause Children’s 
Center in Katy is a residential treatment center for severely 
troubled girls ages 12-17. These children arrive at Krause 
with serious emotional and behavioral disorders stemming 
from past trauma. 

At Krause, girls who have been removed from their homes 
or foster placements for a variety of reasons, most due to 
histories of severe abuse or neglect, are engaged in the 
healing process through in-depth clinical therapy, personal 
development activities and spiritual care in a safe setting. 

Most girls arrive at Krause directly from foster homes 
because their behaviors were too intense and disruptive for 
their foster parents to handle. Many have had several foster 
care placements before Texas Child Protective Services 
(CPS) and the Department of Juvenile Justice place them at 
Krause. 

Girls stay an average of six to eight months and begin to 
feel a restored sense of hope in their futures – thanks to the 
support of Krause’s staff and therapists specializing in 
Trauma-Informed Care. Often during the healing process, 
girls discover special interests and talents and begin to live 
a healthy lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called 
to follow his example as we humbly care for one another.  
Throughout Lent we will collect donations for Krause 
Children’s Center in Katy.  A collection box will be in the 
narthex beginning February 10 through March 20.   

 Donations needed include:  

·        Twin Bed-In-A-Bag sets                                   
(with comforter and sheets included) 

·        Bath and Body Lotions 

·        Body Washes 

·        Solid Deodorant 

·        Shampoo, Conditioner, Face Washes             
(squeeze bottles – no pumps)  

·        Toothbrushes 

noisy  

offering 
KRAUSE CHILDREN’S CENTER 

FEB 13& 14 

The Transformation of  Tonya                                                     

By Diane Covert  

We could not serve these girls without 
the support of our communities around 
the state of Texas.  You truly make a   

difference in the lives of these girls! We 
thank you so much! 
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You are never too old to spend a week at camp! Lutherhill is excited to offer this volunteer opportunity for Summer 2016. 
As a camp grandparent, your main responsibility will be to build relationships with as many campers as possible. You will 
join them in Bible study, worship, afternoon activities, all camp games, and meals. You will be busy during your week of 

camp, but Lutherhill’s camper will make you laugh and learn in ways you never thought possible. You will also get to work 
closely with our staff as you help them aid in the growth of campers and themselves. Through this program, Lutherhill 

hopes to provide another opportunity for our campers and staff to grow and build quality relationships while also offering 
you a rewarding week volunteering at camp! The camp week runs from Sunday to Friday however, we are understanding 
of schedules and can be flexible with volunteer time.  Lutherhill will provide housing, meals, staff shirt, nametag and many 

lasting memories. If you are interested in spending a week at Lutherhill this summer,                                         
you can contact Elise Jones at elise@lutherhill.org or at 979-249-3232.  

Lutherhill is seeking caring volunteers to support our staff nurse during summer 2016.  The ideal volunteer is currently 
working or retired from jobs in the health care field.  Volunteers are welcome if they are over the age of 21 and have 

experience as an EMT, Nurse, Doctor, LVN, Firefighter etc. Volunteer responsibilities include but are not limited to: camper 
health form check in, handing out medication, care to bumps and bruises, general first aid, and advocating for hydration.  
The camp week runs from Sunday to Friday however, we are understanding of professional schedules and can be flexible 

with volunteer time.  Please consider spending a week at the happiest place in Texas.  Lutherhill will provide housing, 
meals, staff shirt, nametag and many lasting memories. As a thank you for your time, Volunteer Nurses receive one 

Campership to give to the camper of their choice or use themselves during the retreat season.  
Please contact Laura Lyons at Laura@lutherhill.org or 979-249-3232 for information and available dates.  

Lutherhill  

summer 
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

Operating Highlights for December 2015 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Income $168,163 $176,667 $8,504 

Expense $149,690 $156,801 

     

$7,111 

Net $18,473 $19,866 $1,393 

Total Income $1,663,300 $1,656,375 $6,925 

Total Expense $1,663,300 1,653,613 $9,687 

Net  $2,762 $2,762 

year to date  

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 

JANUARY 2016 

Total Flower Bouquets 
Rearranged 

55 

Prayer Shawls 2 

December 2015 

Noisy Offering/Bright Stars of Bethlehem $1,238.00 
General Mission Support $11,964.30 

Designated Mission Support $1,939.60 
KCA Scholarships $487.50 

Good Samaritan Fund $655.00 
Life Center $750.00 

IHN $770.00 
Fair Trade/NAM $40.00 

Fair Trade/REACH $1,165.00 

DECEMBER TOTAL $19,134.40 

YTD TOTAL $202,893.27 

Fair Trade/Lutheran Partners Global $105.00 
Lutherhill $20.00 

grace 
Glipses  

of 
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your 

name is missing or the informa on listed above 

F e b r u a r y  B i r t h d a y s  
Baker, Alicia   2/26 

Wood, Karen   2/26 

Erickson, Brian  2/26 

Hjerpe, Mary Jo   2/26 

Petrucciani, Russell  2/26 

Wi enberg, Doug   2/27 

Joyce, Annice  2/27 

Rivera, Max   2/27 

Wangsmo, Ellen  2/15 

Bernardino‐Ray, Gloria   2/16 

Bossert, Larry   2/16 

Orosco‐Stolz, Elizabeth  2/16 

Rosendale, Vanessa   2/17 

Childress, Grace  2/17 

Warpmaeker, Jacob  2/18 

Rosendale, Carly  2/18 

Wilson, Renee   2/18 

Kulhanek, Bre    2/18 

Pravata, Richard  2/18 

Beecher, Erin  2/19 

LeMay, Sophia   2/19 

Benesh, Karina   2/19 

Foerschner, Robert   2/19 

Schatz, Steven   2/19 

Parliament, Bob   2/20 

Blackwell, Ashley   2/20 

Agard, Brian   2/20 

Delgado, Raymond Aaron  2/21 

Hatkowski, Ryan  2/22 

Chuta, Edith  2/22 

Horton, Renee  2/22 

Cook, Kori   2/22 

Shaw, Margo   2/22 

Wietstruck, Ian   2/23 

Denlinger, Season   2/23 

Lee, Riley   2/24 

Suppatkul, Tiffany  2/24 

Awbrey, Jacob   2/24 

Lyons, Gayle   2/24 

Roeger, Hélène   2/24 

Parliament, Jeffrey   2/24 

Grobe, Randy   2/24 

Hamric, Jr. Michael  2/24 

Foerschner, Allison  2/25 

Rall, Molly   2/25 

Cade, Fay   2/25 

Reder, Ronald  2/25 

Coote, Joy  2/25 

Rodriguez, Jan   2/25 

Monrad, Christopher   2/25 

Monrad, Carter  2/25 

Thompson, Ruth  2/1 

Su er, Anika   2/1 

Cook, Kinsey   2/1 

Reder, Luke  2/1 

Edwards, Gregory  2/1 

Best, Garre    2/2 

Swerdon, Sylvia   2/2 

Johnston, Sarah   2/3 

Schertle, Jakki  2/3 

Bratsven, Randy   2/3 

Bair, Parys  2/4 

Monrad, Elaine   2/5 

Ray, Liam  2/5 

Suppatkul, Thomas   2/6 

Su er, Craig   2/6 

Ebner, Joan  2/6 

Holzman, Al   2/6 

Velotas, Michael   2/6 

Lehmann, David  2/6 

No , Suzanne  2/7 

Mc Neill, Kris ne  2/7 

Thomas, Linda D.  2/7 

Pa on, Michael   2/7 

Raschke, Lauren  2/7 

Raschke, Megan   2/7 

Sisman, Roxanne   2/8 

Schroeder, Allyson  2/8 

Guckenberg, Alice  2/8 

Thompson, Jr. William  2/8 

Nesbe , Janison   2/8 

Heimstreet, Rojean   2/9 

Langner, Wade  2/9 

Silva, Maximus   2/10 

Simpson, Carol  2/12 

Schmidt, Kathi   2/12 

Sullivan, Alison   2/12 

Fretwell, Patsy  2/12 

Peterson, Glen   2/13 

Lyons, Lauren   2/14 

Watson, Margo   2/14 

Jackson, Connie   2/14 

Rizzo, Ka e  2/15 

Rosendale, Joanna  2/15 



Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Arnea Williams, Communications Director 
 awilliams@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 
Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  
Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             
Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     
Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before &     
After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Membership 

C o n n e c t i o n   
is a monthly publication 
of Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 
20th day of each month 
or the previous church 
business day if the 
deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 
holiday. Articles are 
preferred electronically, 
but may be faxed or 
hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFOMAL 

 WORSHIP 

Saturdays at 5:30PM 

 

TRADITIONAL 

WORSHIP 

Sundays at  

8:15 & 11AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays at  

9:30 am 

 

COMMUNION 

OFFERED AT ALL 

SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 

BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9AM 

EDUCATION HOUR  

(ALL AGES) 9:30AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 
 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 


