
APRIL 2016 Connection 
12100 Champion Forest Dr. Houston, TX  77066  | 281-444-3126  (P) | 281-444-1733  (F)   

Inside This Issue  

Inspiring Worship 2—7 

Experiencing Family 8—16 

Sharing Grace 17-21 

Budget Update 22 

Birthdays 23 

Details on p. 3 

WWW.K INSMENLUTHERAN .ORG  



Kinsmen Connection  April 2016 

2 

Pastor’s word  

There is much to like about spring; bluebonnets on the 
highways, azaleas in the garden, Baseball Opening Day, 
summer break seems within reach, birds in the trees, and 
cars covered with pollen – ok, maybe not that last one. We 
see, and hear, new life all around us.  During the Easter 
season we celebrate that Jesus rose from the dead that we 
might be a part of this new life eternally.   

I think of this new life that we share in Christ Jesus every time 
I hear a baby or young child make a noise in worship.   For 
me even a crying baby is like the sound of birds in the trees.  
When you hear birds in the trees, you know you are hearing 
the sound of new life.   The sound of birds in the trees means 
there is growth, there is shelter, there is life.  When I don’t 
hear the sound of birds in the trees it can mean there is no 
where safe for the bird to find food and nourishment.  It can 
even mean there is a danger approaching.   

When I hear a baby or young child in worship, it is like the 
sound of birds in the trees. This sound means that our 
congregation is a place where new life can thrive and grow.  
A crying baby, a fussy toddler, that’s the sound of new life 
in worship.  I want our parents of babies and young 
children to know this.  And I think some of them do.   
 
Usually when a pastor writes an article such as this, it’s in 
response to a report of a young parent who has received a 
scolding from an older member because of a perceived 
unruly child. And I’m sure on the days we have not listened 
to the better angels of our nature, our congregation has 
made young parents feel unnecessarily shamed.  If you have 
been on the receiving end of a scolding, I’m sorry.  We can 
do better; we want to do better. 

 

 

However, recently I have been hearing reports of some of 
our older members encouraging young parents, sharing with 
them how they love to hear the sound of children in worship.  
I have heard reports of how older members have comforted 
young parents that their child’s noise seems louder to the 
parent than it does to others.  Good job surrogate parents 
and grandparents of Kinsmen; keep it up! 

Of course there is a time when a young child does become 
unruly, causes a scene, and needs to be taken out of 
worship.  Please do not be embarrassed on our account.  
Move in and out of the worship space as you need to 
parent.  Learning to worship with others is an ongoing 
process for children, and just like most learning it is an 
ongoing, sometimes messy, process.  Know that the looks 
from the congregation are friendly looks, admiring looks, 
reminiscing looks. Many of us (most of us!) have been there. 

We want this to be a place where your child, all children, 
can thrive and grow in their faith. There are times and 
places that are more sensitive to crying babies or toddling 
toddlers or rambunctious children. And we know, for the 
safety of all children of God young and old, there are 
boundaries that need to be placed on children as they move 
about our campus.  We’ll try to be as gentle and clear as 
possible in articulating these boundaries so that Kinsmen is a 
place for all children of God. 

So the next time your baby or toddler makes a little noise, 
only if you feel it necessary, take your child out of worship 
for a bit. But know that during the songs, liturgy, prayers of 
worship, and especially during my sermon, I am hearing the 
sound of new life - the sound of birds in the trees. Thanks be 
to God! 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Mark 

   

“When I hear a baby or young child in worship, 

it is like the sound of birds in the trees. This 

sound means that our congregation is a place 

where new life can thrive and grow. ”  

An Open Letter to Parents of Young Children (and the rest of Kinsmen)  
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Sermon Ser i es  

God’s Mission is on the move! With the reality of Christ’s resurrection, Jesus’ followers, past and present, are 
called to share the good news. The disciples were told to be witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Today God calls us to share the countercultural message of hope and 
new life to those near and far as well. We do this by getting directions from God and staying on God’s 

purpose to bless the world. We are to pay attention to God’s activity right in front of us and in every place. 
Although we may have differences, we are united in Christ. The Holy Spirit calls us to deepen our love for 
God and others and to share God’s grace and forgiveness with all those we meet. Join us after Easter to 

participate in God’s mission and the Miles for Ministry challenge. 

A new sermon series  

April 3 Getting Directions   

April 10  Paying Attention 

April 17 Going Every Place 

April 24 Becoming United 

May 1  Understanding Love  

May 8  Sharing Grace  

May 15  Pentecost:                 

Receiving Spiritual Gifts  



Kinsmen Connection  April 2016 

4 

  In our readings for this sermon series, Jesus tells the disciples 
that they will be his witnesses from Jerusalem to the ends of 
the earth. Our readings show Peter, Paul and others on the 

move for God’s mission. During this sermon series, we 
encourage you to take one of the                                     
“Miles for Ministry” challenges.  

Miles  
Pick a trip below and make your commitment to be on the move by walking or running 

the challenge miles and/or by contributing the dollar amount or serving the hours                 

toward the ministry of your choice.  

for ministry 

The goal is to complete your “Miles for Ministry” trip by Pentecost Sunday on May 

15, which gives you 42 days to complete your journey beginning April 4. If you want 
to extend your challenge beyond that date, we encourage you to do so.  

Judea trip 15 miles from Jerusalem to Hebron--$15 or 15 hours to a ministry 

Samaria trip 40 miles from Jerusalem to Shechem--$40 or 40 hours to a ministry 

Cesarea Philippi trip 100 miles from Jerusalem--$100 or 100 hours to a ministry 

Antioch trip 300 miles from Jerusalem--$300 or 300 hours to a ministry 

Ephesus trip 600 miles from Jerusalem--$600 or 600 hours to a ministry 

Corinth trip 800 miles from Jerusalem to Corinth--$800 or 800 hours to a ministry 

Thessalonica trip 900 miles from Jerusalem to Thessalonica--$900 or 900 hours to a ministry 

Rome trip 1400 miles from Jerusalem to Rome--$1400 or 1400 hours to a ministry 
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UPDATES 

I

L

Update from the Circle  
 

The Circle is a team of 26 congregation members who are 
working to understand how Kinsmen can become more 
relevant in communities within a 5-mile radius of the church.  
Through this effort congregational leaders will be developed 
who will be able to hear from the perspective of other 
cultures and respond appropriately to what is heard.  This 
effort is also part of Pastor Beth’s Doctor of Ministry 
research project.  

The team of congregation members focusing on the 5-mile 
radius (circle) around Kinsmen met on March 13th. We 
started by dwelling in the word and reflecting on Luke 10:1-
12. Our discernment was tied to the three objectives of the 
team:  1.) Identify ways to increase Kinsmen’s relevance to 
the community, 2.) Identify barriers to participation at 
Kinsmen, and 3.) Developing leaders within the 
congregation. All of the two person teams have completed 
their first interviews with members of the community. Those 
interviewed are local school leadership, business leaders, 

and homeowner’s association presidents just to name a few. 
Some of the groups have also completed a second interview 
with another person while others are scheduling their 
meetings in the near future. A few of the questions we 
discussed as a group include “What did we learn about the 
community around Kinsmen?” “What did we learn about 
ourselves?” and “What did we hear that might have an 
impact on the future of Kinsmen?” As a person that lives, 
works, and worships in the 5-mile radius I entered this 
process thinking I already “knew it all.” I am humbly 
reminded that my knowledge and perception of this area is 
not complete and that I still have a great opportunity to 
grow in servant leadership. As we complete our second 
interviews, our next challenge is to identify the important 
learnings from the interviews. Each team will submit 3-5 
learnings so that they can be reviewed with the input of the 
other teams. Over the next month these findings will be 
categorized into strengths, needs, and barriers so we can 
better understand how we relate to the community around 
us. I would appreciate your prayers of support as we begin 
to review the findings and discern how to respond. 

 

Luke 10:2-5 

Jesus told them, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the works are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out 
like lambs among wolves. Do not take a 
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet 

anyone on the road. When you enter a 
house, first say, ‘Peace to this house’.” 

By Caleb Shaw 

communion bread  
We need all bread bakers to sign up for baking this year. 
We serve Communion at every service and serve bread on 
the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays at the 8:15 and 11:00 AM 
services. Four  loaves of bread are needed for these 
services. This is a special ministry.  Interested?  There is a 
sign up sheet at the Information Center, indicate your 
interest on a pew slip or contact Anna Meyer 
(jameyer60@hotmail.com).   
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M e e t  G e o r g e  s k i r m —o u r  n e w  m e d i a  d i r e c t o r   

I have been working in Media for religious 
organizations as well as in my professional 

career on and off since I was in High School.  
I have a deep love for music and I find 

extreme joy in bringing a heart felt worship 
experience to the people I service through 

music and media.  I have a strong 
technology background with over 20 years 
of professional experience in IT.  In my free 

time, I love spending time with my family and 
traveling the United States on my motorcycle. 

If you have been worshipping at Kinsmen and you would like to learn more about our church, or if you think you might 
be interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider attending our upcoming new member class on April 3 
from 12—2PM in the Community Room. Lunch is provided and childcare is available upon request. Participation in the 

class does not commit you to church membership, but is an opportunity for you to find out more about the life and 
ministry of Kinsmen.  

 Would you like to know about Kinsmen and its 
ministries?  Interested in possible membership?   

 

 

 

For more information, indicate a desire to join on 
the pew slip or contact Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).    

SPRING INTERFAITH DIALOGUE COUNCIL  
invites you to a dinner dialogue May 5 with neighbors of different faiths in a 
Spring area home where hosts provide an environment for meaningful       
discussion about faith and how it impacts our lives. The vegetarian dinners 
are free and open to those interested in interfaith dialogue.  
 
Register by May 1 at  www.springinterfaith.org or 
 email awatsky@yahoo.com. 
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K INSMEN ANNUAL  

Christmas Concert 

UPCOMING  

ABENDMUSIK 
EVENTS You are invited to the rest of this                                   

season's  Abendmusik offerings.  

April 7                                  
Texas Lutheran University Choir                           

7:30 pm 

May 1 �                                   
"Double Vision" Duet Concert  

 
These concerts are free and open to the public.  Kinsmen Lutheran Church is committed to hosting a variety of stellar 

musical events. More detailed information about each concert can found in Kinsmen's monthly newsletter and at 
www.kinsmenlutheran.org.  
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You have a family.  

You have a story. Jesus did, too. 

 Families are important. There are parents, siblings, 
and extended family members who influence us, 

support us, and help us in good and bad times. For 
many, family is the setting where we first learn about 

God. Our families influence us in positive and 
negative ways, and the family of Jesus was no 

different. If Jesus was not influenced by them, they 
were definitely impacted by Him. The family of Jesus 
played an important role in God's story. Each person 

had his or her own story, but that story ultimately 
pointed others to Jesus. 

 

Thursday Night Ladies Bible Study will be studying 
"The Family of Jesus" 

Join us on April 4th at 7PM in the Conference Room.  
Babysitting is provided. 

Contact Colette Edwards at 832.922.5490 or 
cjpe60@gmail.com. 

Join the Naomi Circle Women’s Bible Study every 1st Tuesday of the month in the Community Room from 9:30 -11 AM.  
All are welcome to attend and coffee is provided. We study from the Lutheran Women’s Magazine, “Gather.”    
Copies provided if needed. Please mark your calendar for a morning of FUN, FELLOWSHIP and INSPIRATION.  

n  

To my church family,  
 It has been a joy and privilege to be permitted to 
worship our Lord and Savior with you these past 10 
plus years.  The people who make Kinsmen Kinsmen 
are some of the most dynamic and God loving peo-
ple I have ever encountered.   The entire congrega-
tion embraced me, loved me, accepted me and en-
couraged me.  I have grown so very much in my 
Christian faith just by being allowed to worship with 
you over the years.  I have never been so loved, 
wanted, involved and happy in a church my entire 
life.  I have attended a church most of my life, but it 
took me 40 years to find a church home.  That is 
what Kinsmen has given me, a home where I feel 
comfortable, loved and missed when I am gone. The 
people of Kinsmen are all so willing to share the love 
of God to those in need and accept anyone into the 
all inclusive, exclusive Christian faith, that a person is 
compelled to jump in and serve and worship with 
you.   As I move on to the next opportunity God has 
in store for me, I will forever take the lessons I have 
learned and the joy I have received from you with 
me.  So until we meet again on this side of heaven or 
the other side, I humbly thank you, take a piece of 
you with me, leave a chunk of my heart behind and 
will continue to serve our Lord to the best of my abili-
ties.     

    Shella Smith 
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First communion retreat  
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Women’s Retreat 
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The cost is $5 for those 13 and over, 
$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old, and 

FREE for those under 3.  

On Wednesday evenings throughout the school 
year, Kinsmen offers a hot meal that includes  

salad and dessert. 

 
APRIL 6 - LASAGNA 

APRIL 13 - CHICKEN PARMESAN 

APRIL 20 -  PORK ROAST 

APRIL 27 - ITALIAN SAUSAGE & PASTA 

Takeout meals are available. 

Kinsmen’s annual Crawfish Boil will be  
Saturday April 30, 2016.   

 
This year’s Crawfish Boil will be outside in the front parking lot.  

You may purchase your tickets online beginning April 5. 
 Tickets will be available after worship or in the church office 
beginning April 2.  The last day to purchase a ticket will be 

April 25.   
 

The cost is $15 per ticket for those 13 and over and $5 for 
those 12 and younger.                                                               

 
Note: This year this will be a BYOB event.  Questions?  Contact 

Lynnae Schatz at lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org or                          
281-444-3127 ext 43.   

  

CRAWFISH BOIL -  If you would like to help with this year’s 
Crawfish Boil, please contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) by April 10.   

THE BUGS ARE COMING.   
Save the Date                                                                        

Friday, May 27- Saturday May 28 

 

Our end of semester lock-in celebration, Prom With 
Jesus, will be Friday, May 27.  This event is for all 
High School youth, including current Eighth 
Graders.  The overnight lock-in is a great time 
together including games, worship in the wee hours, 
and lots more.  A note about the title of this event.  
Although we call it "Prom with Jesus" it's not a 
dance. You can bring a friend, not a date. And 
because whenever two or three are gathered in His 
name, we know Jesus will be there. 

Prom with 

jesus 
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Contact Sara Ray 

 

Meet the Camp Hope Managers! 
Camp Hope registra on is now available online!  
Go to www.kinsmenlutheran.org to register and 

reserve your spot today! 

Julie Mulkey 

Assistant Camp Manager Julie Mulkey has been involved in Camp Hope for 
15 years. She is excited to share God’s grace this summer by doing so 
through Camp Hope! She is left handed and her favorite super hero is the 
Flash. She is a student at Sam Houston State University with the dreams of 
becoming an elementary school teacher! She has been a member of Kinsmen 
her entire life and she has loved every minute of it. Kinsmen is where she has 
made lifelong friends and has grown closer than she could have imagined in 
her faith with God through the many groups and activities that have been a 
part of the journey. 

Luke Peltier 

Assistant Camp Manager Luke Peltier has been involved with Camp 
Hope for 5 years. His hopes for the summer include having fun with the 

campers and staff during camp and being able to build lasting bonds 
of friendship. He also really likes Star Wars (a lot). Luke attends the 

University of North Texas where he is studying computer engineering. 
Luke loves the people he gets to meet at Kinsmen and all the wonderful 

friends he has made. 

Stephen Nott 

Camp Manager Stephen No  has been part of Camp Hope for 8 years. He 

thinks it's fun. He likes Lucky Charms. He loves Lutherans. 
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Registration for this trip closes JUNE 6  

The Disciple Project 2016:                       
Life is full of crossroads where we choose our path forward. 

Come explore some paths at the Disciple Project. 

MONDAY, JUNE 20 – FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2016 

Texas Lutheran University 

Seguin, TX 

 

The Disciple Project offers a variety of learning tracks in an 
outwardly focused, diverse Christian community. 
People who have completed 8th grade through adults (pastors too) 
can enjoy this experience where youth and adults stretch their 
imaginations and increase their capacity as leaders. 
This is time away from the busy-ness of life to learn practices and 
skills for following Jesus in a changing world. 

 

LEARNING TRACKS 
The Disciple Project is committed to offering lots of different 
ways to follow Jesus. Pick a track that challenges you or 
builds on your skills. 
 
Some tracks are for people of all skills and ages while oth-
ers require experience or have recommended ages based 
on the learning goals. See registration materials to learn 
more. 
 
This summer the Disciple Project is offering six different 
learning tracks. Everyone who attends chooses an area of 
interest to focus on during the week. 

 Camp Hope Day Camp Ministries 
 Music 
 Photography 
 Pilgrimage 
 Spiritual Practices 
 Sports & Fitness 

REGISTRATION: 
 $400 Early Bird Registration closes May 1st 
 $425 Registration closes June 6th 
 Cost includes housing, meals, training & resources. 
 After June 6th, late registrations will be accepted on a 

space-available basis – $450 

 

CAMP  HOPE  

S A V E  T H E  D AT E S  

Grace Training - July 5-7                                                             
For Staff not able to attend the Discipleship Project  
Support Staff Training - Thursday, July 7                                              
For 7th and 8th grade youth volunteering during camp 
All Staff Meeting - Thursday, July 7                                           
For all Staff to complete their training and begin decorating 
Camp Hope Kick-off - Sunday, July 10                                                
For all Staff to be commissioned, celebrate, and complete 
campus preparations along with a congregational potluck. 

 

Camp Hope is one of the ways Kinsmen 
develops our youth in Christian leadership.  One 

of the core values of Camp Hope is that it is 
youth led and adult mentored.  Camp Hope is 

seeking available adults who are willing to 
support and encourage a staff member this 

summer as they serve and grow in their faith.  
The theme for Camp Hope is “Be a Hero.” If you 
would be interested in being a hero for one of 
our Camp Hope staff this summer or would like 

more information, please contact Kristen at 
kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org.  
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S a v e  t h e  D at e   
J u ly  1 1 - 1 5 ,  1 8 - 2 2 ,  2 5 - 2 9  

 

We are delighted that you (seventh and eighth 
grade youth) are willing to serve through Camp 
Hope this summer.  We hope it will an exciting, 
rewarding, while sometimes stressful, time of 

growth for you, as it has been for so many other 
youth.   

We have noticed that sometimes there is a 
communication breakdown between Camp Hope 
leadership, Support Staff, and their parents.  On 
Sunday, April 3 at 10:30AM in the Great Room 

there will be a meeting for all Camp Hope Support 
Staff and the responsible adult in their house.  At 
the meeting we will pass on helpful information 
about being on Camp Hope Staff including both 

the expectations and how we hope you will 
develop as a leader.  We will also take time to hear 

any questions or concerns you have.  We look 
forward to a fruitful summer together . 

A P R I L  3 ,  1 0 : 3 0  a m  

G R E AT  R O O M  

 

CAMP  
HOPE  

S U P P O R T  S TA F F  

&  P A R E N T  M E E T I N G    

Kindergarten Milestone  

 Kindergarteners! Join us for your milestone 
April 3 in the Community Room from 9:30-
10:30AM. We will be learning about the 

seasons of the church and the parts of 
worship. Make sure you bring your parents 
for this great opportunity to learn together! 
We will celebrate with our Kinsmen family 

during worship at 11 AM on April 3. 

What is Camp Hope? 

Camp Hope is a Bible-based, summer day camp 
at Kinsmen for children in kindergarten through 

6th grade.  Activities include crafts, games, 
drama, singing, splash day and vibrant worship.  

For information and to register, visit 
kinsmenlutheran.org or contact Sara Ray 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Mondays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

All Confirmation youth are 
encouraged to join us for 
Confirmation Camp 
at Lutherhill this summer.  

At Confirmation Camp, you will have opportunities to 
 grow deeper in faith through Bible study and worship.  
 challenge yourself on the high ropes course. 
 enjoy activities such as swimming, archery, crafts and 

more.   
 spend a night sleeping in the tree houses and 

hammock village  

Partial scholarships are available.  

 www.lutherhill.org  
 
 

Junior 
High  
Confirmation  

camp 

     Questions? Contact me      
      (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

JUNE 19-24 
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1st through 5th graders will be traveling to Lutherhill for a week this summer!  

1st graders ($235) stay just June 12-15  

2nd through 5th grade ($390) stay June 12-17 

Discounts are available for early registration and siblings. Financial assistance is available as well. 

 

Watch your email for more information!   
If you do not receive the Children’s Ministry Newsletter at the beginning of each month, please let Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Birth-5th Grade 

 

 

 

 

KCA REGISTRATION 
Kinsmen Children's Academy registration is open for the fall! We have early learning programs for children from 

6 weeks old to pre-kindergarten. We have before and after school programs that provide quality care for children 
attending Klenk Elementary, Yeager Elementary, Greenwood Forest Elementary, Wunderlich Intermediate, and 
Harmony Science Academy Northwest. Go to our website (www.kinsmenlutheran.org) and click on Weekday 

Child Care for more information and for registration forms. 

 
Register today at   www.lutherhi l l .org  

June 12-17, 2016  

S u m m e r  c a m p  a t  L u t h e r h i l l  
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F r o m  t h e  K i n s m e n  E n d o w m e n t  F u n d  C o m m i t t e e :  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kinsmen Endowment Committee would like to offer 
educational opportunities throughout the year to support 
financial security for all.  To do so, we need your help 
identifying which topics inspire the most interest in Kinsmen 
members.  Please review the following topics and submit the 
topics that interest you to Endowment Chair Melissa 
Turnquist (mturnquist@tcftm.org) by May 1st.  Feel free to 
pick as many topics as you would like and additional 
suggestions are welcome and encouraged! 

  

 

 

 Basic budgeting workshop.  

 College planning 101 workshop.  

  Identity theft workshop and shredding event.  

 Taxes and You event.  

 Home-buying workshop.  

 Extreme couponing event.  

 Parenting 101: Practical purchases for baby.  

 Basic car maintenance: Avoid costly repairs.  

 Do-it-yourself basic home repair.  

 Cooking on a budget.  

 Eating in vs. dining out: At what cost?  
 
 Learn more about Kinsmen’s Endowment at:          
http://kinsmenlutheran.org/kinsmen-endowment-fund/ 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY – GREAT SUCCESS!!! 

 Over 20 a endees, both members of Kinsmen and individuals from the community,        

successfully completed Dave Ramsey’s nine week course on March 8th.   

Here are just a few of the comments from a endees: 

·      “We are now credit card debt free and commi ed to stay that way” 

·      We have most benefi ed from learning God’s principles of money” 

·      “You are making a difference in the community and your congrega on” 

·      “I believe that every aspect of FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY can help everyone, yes 

EVERONE.  No excuses, budget is the key!” 

·      “FPU has given me the tools I need to plan a budget and to build wealth on an hourly salary.  I feel much more at ease about 

my finances!” 

·      “Before this class, I never felt ‘in control’ of my finances.  Now, I have a plan and confidence that I will make good decisions” 

Based on these and other comments from those par cipa ng, the Stewardship Team has decided to offer this course annually. 

Thanks for another example of how Kinsmen reaches out to our members and the surrounding community. 

The Stewardship Team 
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April’s Noisy Offering is benefiting the 
charity, Sunshine Kids, which was 
chosen by the Kinsmen 5th Grade 
Sunday school class.   

A bit of background, at the start of 
each new school year the children 
gather after summer break to also start 

a new season of Sunday school. Our fresh class of 5th 
graders are tasked with the honor and responsibility of 
selecting a charity to direct the Sunday school offerings. 
In the past we have collected money for bed nets to 
help in the ELCA’s efforts to eradicate malaria and to 
benefit our mission partner Reach Unlimited. This year 
the 5th graders’ goal was to bring joy to kids just like 
them, except that these kids had been diagnosed with 
cancer.  

Coping with a cancer diagnosis and treatment has a 
tremendous impact on a child and their family. The 
challenges and obstacles can be overwhelming, and 
back in 1982 Rhoda Tomasco, volunteering in the 
pediatric cancer unit of a local hospital felt moved to 
action:  

 “After seeing the loneliness and depression among 
children during their extended hospital treatments, 
Rhoda had a vision to provide these young cancer 
patients with opportunities to participate in positive 
group activities which promoted self-esteem, personal 
accomplishment and just plain old fashioned fun! 
Today, that vision has been realized many times over, 

as thousands of children from hospitals across the 
country have reaped the benefits of The Sunshine Kids 
Foundation’s many programs and national and regional 
events. Funded by personal contributions, corporations 
and foundations, the Sunshine Kids continues, as it has 
since its inception, to provide all of its activities 
completely free of charge to the children’s families and 
hospitals.”[1] 

  

The goal of the Sunshine Kids Foundation, which is to 
provide exciting, positive group activities, so the kids 
can have fun and celebrate life, reminded the 5th 
graders of a well-known children’s book, “How Full is 
Your Bucket?”[2], which represents their intent to help 
by sharing love and kindness with others. They created 
bookmarks for all the Sunday school classes to help 
remind them to bring their offerings each Sunday to fill 
up the buckets! 

Through research and improved treatment mortality 
rates have improved, but cancer is still the leading 
cause of death from disease for children in America [3].  
Sunshine Kids, with its Houston roots and strong history 
of bringing happiness to children battling cancer and 
their families, is an organization we can support by 
filling the Noisy Offering buckets Saturday, April 9 and 
Sunday, April 10th.   

[1] http://www.sunshinekids.org/who-we-are/history.htm 

[2] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5R6-2m_qHk 

[3] http://www.cancer.gov/types/childhood-cancers 

noisy  

offering 
Sunshine kids 

APRIL 9 & 10 

Thank you to all those who donated candy and eggs, volunteered their time, and supported the EGGstravaganza!          

This is an important community outreach event that isn't possible without your help and support. Thank you! 
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Live well 2016 

I’ve seen it and I’m sure you have too.  During your 
commute, you have seen drivers putting on mascara, 
changing clothes, reading a newspaper or checking their 
phone.  April is designated as National Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month.   

When driving, there are three main types of distraction: 

1. Visual: taking your eyes off the road; 

2. Manual: taking your hands off the wheel; and 

3. Cognitive: taking your mind off of driving. 

Distracted driving activities include things like using a cell 
phone, texting, and eating. Using in-vehicle technologies, 
such as navigation systems or hands-free systems, can also 
be sources of distraction. While any of these distractions can 
endanger the driver and others, texting while driving is 
especially dangerous because it combines all three types of 
distraction. 

The best way to end distracted driving is to be educated 
about the danger it poses. If you don't already think 
distracted driving is a safety problem, please take a moment 
to learn more.  The facts below are taken from 
distraction.gov.   

 In 2014, 3,179 people were killed, and 431,000 were 
injured in motor vehicle crashes involving distracted 
drivers. 

 Ten percent of all drivers 15 to 19 years old involved in 
fatal crashes were reported as distracted at the time of 
the crashes. This age group has the largest proportion of 
drivers who were distracted at the time of the crashes.  

 Drivers in their 20s are 23 percent of drivers in all fatal 
crashes, but are 27 percent of the distracted drivers and 

38 percent of the distracted drivers who were using cell 
phones in fatal crashes.  

 The percentage of drivers text-messaging or visibly 
manipuating handheld devices increased from 1.7 
percent in 2013 to 2.2 percent in 2014. Since 2007, 
young drivers (age 16 to 24) have been observed 
manipulating electronic devices at higher rates than 
older drivers.  

 Seventy-one percent (71%) of young people say they 
have sent a text while driving.  

 At any given daylight moment across America, 
approximately 660,000 drivers are using cell phones or 
manipulating electronic devices while driving, a number 
that has held steady since 2010.  

 A 2015 Erie Insurance distracted driving survey 
reported that drivers do all sorts of dangerous things 
behind the wheel including brushing teeth and changing 
clothes. The survey also found that one-third of drivers 
admitted to texting while driving, and three-quarters 
saying they’ve seen others do it. 

 Five seconds is the average time your eyes are off the 
road while texting. When traveling at 55mph, that's 
enough time to cover the length of a football field 
blindfolded.  

Please help stop distracted driving. The decisions we make 
behind the wheel can have lifelong consequences. No one 
ever thinks something bad could ever happen to them. 
Having conversations about cell phone distracted driving 
before tragedy strikes is the first step towards keeping each 
other safe.  

Take  s ome  t ime  t o  l i v e  w e l l !  
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Tax-free distributions from individual retirement 

plans for charitable purposes 
From March/ April 2016 Issue of Church Law and Tax Report 

Congress enacted legislation in 2006 allowing tax-free qualified charitable distributions of up to $100,000 from an 
individual retirement account (IRA) to a church or other charity. Note the following rules and conditions: 

--A qualified charitable distribution is any distribution from an IRA directly by the IRA trustee to a charitable organization, 
including a church, that is made on or after the date the IRA owner attains age 70 ½. 

--A distribution will be treated as a qualified charitable distribution only to the extent that it would be includible in taxable 
income without regard to this provision. 

--This provision applies only if a charitable contribution deduction for the entire distribution would be allowable under 
present law, determined without regard to the generally applicable percentage limitations. For example, if the deductible 
amount is reduced because the donor receives a benefit in exchange for the contribution of some or all of his or her IRA, 
or if a deduction is not allowable because the donor did not have sufficient substantiation, the exclusion is not available 
with respect to any part of the IRA distribution.  

This provision expired at the end of 2014 but was made permanent for 2015 and future years by the PATH Act 

participate in Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile?  

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support your favorite charitable 
organization every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to your favorite charitable organization. 
You can choose from nearly one million 
organizations to support.   
Please consider Kinsmen Lutheran when you shop 
smile.amazon.com. 

The Stewardship Team 

Community of 

Hope 

International  
is a training program designed to create 
Christian communities of lay volunteer 
pastoral caregivers united in prayer, 
shaped by Benedictine Spirituality and 
equipped for and serving in pastoral care 
ministries. On April 2 and 3 we will 

commission the newly trained Lay Chaplains who have 
completed 42 hours of training and 4 months of internship: 
Judy Clark, Joie Folkers, Gayle Lyons, Jim Maggart, Linda 
Martens, Kathleen Masiko and Patti Suler. May God bless 
them in their ministry.  

 
If you would like to learn more about Community of Hope, 
Lay Chaplain ministry and/or the training program, contact 
Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

Operating Highlights for FEBRUARY 2016 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Income 135,970 135,191 779 

Expense 134,130 132,947 1,183 

Net 1,840 2,244 (404) 

Total Income 271,412 271,478 (66) 

Total Expense 261,615 261,102 513 

Net 9,797 10,376 (579) 

year to date  

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 

MARCH  2016 

Flower Delivery 24 

grace 
Glimpses  

of 

  GLIMPSES OF GRACE 

FEBRUARY 2016 
Noisy Offering/Krause RTC $1,476.75 
General Mission Support $8,743.15 
Designated Mission Support $521.50 
KCA Scholarships $832.50 
Good Samaritan Fund $0.00 
Life Center $750.00 
Lutherhill $50.00 
Naomi Circle/Campus Ministries $180.00 
Naomi Circle/NAM $305.00 

 
 FEBRUARY TOTAL $12,858.90 

 
YTD TOTAL $27,159.83 
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the informa on listed above is incorrect, please no fy the church office. 

(jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

April Birthdays 

Beecher, Samantha   4/1 

Stuller, Elisabeth   4/1 

Smith, Chris na   4/1 

Kulhanek, Jackson  4/2 

Adam, Mark   4/2 

Wi nebel, Ronald  4/2 

Fretwell, Jamie   4/3 

Holloway, Brandon   4/3 

Van Deilen, Linda   4/3 

Hilpert, Allison   4/3 

Harris, Chuck   4/3 

Hock, Gretchen   4/4 

Mosqueda, Cecil   4/4 

Wallner, Krystle  4/5 

Lowe, Hannah   4/5 

Ivey, Wade   4/5 

No , Colin  4/5 

Stewart, Sallie Marie  4/5 

Landgraf, John  4/5 

Pate, Steven   4/6 

Burton, Julienne   4/7 

Avant, Gloria   4/7 

Feldman, Steve   4/7 

Rivera, Lee   4/7 

Ray, Sara   4/7 

Hanson, Jackie   4/7 

Paule, Sarah   4/7 

Gros, Thomas   4/10 

Edwards, Kevin   4/10 

Schatz, Lynnae  4/10 

Wi enberg, Kyle   4/11 

Edwards, Steven   4/11 

Rall, Jan   4/11 

Harris, Lois   4/11 

DeLuca, Alexandra  4/12 

Adams, Michelle   4/12 

Thompsen, Edna  4/12 

Anderson, Sharon   4/13 

Watson, Michele  4/13 

Rinn, Roland   4/14 

Schmidt, Richard   4/15 

Adams, Rob   4/16 

No , Stephen  4/16 

Le eri, Lauren   4/17 

Rudy, Adam   4/17 

Schulze, Kristen  4/17 

Cox, Meagan   4/17 

Wood, Ron  4/18 

Smith, Rick   4/19 

Bongers, Rev. Harvey   4/20 

Mc Cue, Phil   4/20 

Gosse , Stephanie   4/21 

Clancy, Jennene   4/21 

Hardy, Connor   4/22 

Robertson, Jenny Beth  4/22 

Gibson, MaKenzie   4/22 

Best, Bruce   4/22 

Hudson, Cory   4/22 

Feldman, Lisa   4/22 

Avant, Gerald  4/23 

Rall, Bob   4/23 

Hughes, Ma hew  4/23 

Williamson, Angela   4/24 

Dzygun, Kyle  4/24 

Mengel, Eric   4/24 

DeLuca, Tobias   4/24 

Cobb, Jacob Patrick  4/25 

Avalos, Valeria  4/25 

Cody, Carolyn  4/26 

Velotas, Barbara   4/26 

Molinaro, John   4/26 

Dillard, Erin   4/27 

Hardy, Holly   4/28 

O'Neal, Kimberly  4/28 

Nelsen, Ryan   4/28 

Shurbet, Denise   4/29 

Jensvold, Mike   4/29 

Lindblom, John   4/30 

Hamric, Amanda   4/30 



Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Arnea Williams, Communications Director 
 awilliams@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
George Skirm, Director of Media 
 gskirm@kinsmenlutheran.org  
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 
Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  
Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             
Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     
Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before &     
After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Membership 

Connection  
is a monthly publication 
of Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 
20th day of each month 
or the previous church 
business day if the 
deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 
holiday. Articles are 
preferred electronically, 
but may be faxed or 
hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFOMAL 

 WORSHIP 

Saturdays at 5:30PM 

 

TRADITIONAL 

WORSHIP 

Sundays at  

8:15 & 11AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays at  

9:30 am 

 

COMMUNION 

OFFERED AT ALL 

SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 

BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9AM 

EDUCATION HOUR  

(ALL AGES) 9:30AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 
 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 


