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Pastor’s word  

 

This coming month, during our sermon 
series, we will be looking at the word 
“reconciliation.”  

I can remember the first time I heard the 
word reconcile. I was sitting in church 
with my parents and I was angry with 
someone sitting close to me in church. 
My mother knew how upset I was with 
this person, so when it came time for us 
to share the Peace during worship, she 
told me that it was now time to share 
the peace of Christ with the person who 
had upset me. I was to be reconciled 
with them before sharing the Lord’s 
Supper with them. I thought, “You want 
me to do what?!” What is this crazy 
notion of being reconciled to someone? 

Later, at school, I learned about the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission in 
South Africa. The Commission brought 
about the peaceful transformation from 
legalized discrimination based on the 
color of skin to a multi-ethnic post-
apartheid government. Reconciliation 
between oppressors and freedom 
fighters took place. When I heard that 
victims’ family members were 
peacefully confronting their oppressors, 
I was shocked once again by the 
strange activity of reconciliation.  

Later, when I did my seminary 
internship in Jerusalem and Bethlehem, I 
worked with an interfaith group whose 
work was focused on Peace and 

Reconciliation.  Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim parties in this group maintained 
unity and fostered understanding and 
healing when violence would break out 
among Palestinians or Israelis. Again, I 
was amazed at the common call to be 
reconciled in the midst of anger and 
violence.  

Reconciliation is a different kind of 
activity in our world. It is not easy work. 
The Merriam Webster dictionary 
definition says reconciliation is “the act 
of causing two people or groups to 
become friendly again after an 
argument or disagreement.” And the 
reason why we work toward 
reconciliation is because it is the kind of 
activity to which God calls us. The 
Apostle Paul explained this when he 
wrote: 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become 
new! 18All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us.” 2 Corinthians 
5:17-19 

So as Christians, we are to be about 
the work and ministry of reconciliation.  

 

This month we will be learning more 
about how to have a heart for 
reconciliation. We will also have some 
small activities where we can engage in 
the ministry of reconciliation. One is to 
join the Outreach Team and the 
International Dining group at the 
Kinsmen Summer University Class—
Feeding Your Body & Exploring with 
the Spirit - Cuba. Participants will learn 
about Cuba and see how we might be 
more reconciled to this country and its 
people after so many years of calling 
them enemies. 

Another opportunity will be to share an 
Iftar meal with our Muslim brothers and 
sisters. Much of June is Ramadan which 
is the month where Muslims fast during 
the day. The Iftar meal is when they 
break the fast in the evening. The 
speaker who was here in February, 
Ozgur Karakazu, asked me if we 
would like to host this meal with them. 
Misunderstanding is very high among 
Muslims and Christians right now and 
the Church Council thought this would 
be a good idea. So, we will be hosting 
this meal at Kinsmen on Thursday, June 
16. If you would like to attend this meal 
of learning and reconciliation with our 
Muslim brothers and sisters, please  

    

              

   

    

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!” 

email me at  
bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org. 

Grace and Peace, 
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Sermon Ser i es  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation is a different kind of activity in our world. It is 

not easy work. The Merriam Webster dictionary definition of 

reconciliation is “the act of causing two people or groups to 

become friendly again after an argument or disagreement.” 

Perhaps one of the most powerful passages for why we work 

toward reconciliation is from the Apostle Paul who wrote: 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 

old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that 

is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 

message of reconciliation to us. (2 Corinthians 5:17-19)  

So as Christians, we are to be about the ministry of 

reconciliation. Join us during this sermon series as we learn 

more about having a heart for reconciliation. We encourage 

you to purchase the devotion book entitled "A Heart for 

Reconciliation" by Bishop Michael Rinehart and Megan 

Dosher Hansen. It is available on Kindle at Amazon.com or 

we will have a few to purchase as well. 

sermon series  A HEART FOR RECONCILIATION 

J u n e  5 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  Don’t Lose Heart 

J u n e  1 2  

 

 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 
(11-13), 14-17  

New Creation 

J u n e  1 9 2 Corinthians 6:1-13  Open Heart 

J u n e  2 6  2 Corinthians 8:7-15  Eager Generosity 

J u l y  3  2 Corinthians 12:2-10  Powerful Weakness 
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April and May were busy and exciting months for The 
Circle Team.  In April our focus transitioned from conducting 
community interviews to developing an understanding of 
what we heard.  Each of the interview teams came up with 
what they felt were the most important things they learned 
from their interviews.  The items on the list of key learnings 
were then mapped to a: 

1. Community Strength 
2. Community Need 
3. Barrier to Participation in the Body of Christ at Kinsmen 

This list was then prioritized based on the team's perception 
of the scope of impact of each of the items on the list, and 

probability that Kinsmen could successfully do something to 
make a positive difference.  As you might imagine this 
made for quite a long meeting in April.  Many thanks to the 
team for the time spent and the thoughtful and passionate 
consideration! 

In our May meeting we consolidated the highest priority 
items into one of five strategic themes and formed five 
sub teams each with the responsibility to work on one of the 
themes.  During our meeting on June 12th, each team will 
present a vision for their strategic theme and outline a high 
level approach to realizing the vision. 

Again, as a member of the coordination team, I want to 
thank the entire team for their time, effort and prayerful 
dedication to this work.  We are all eager to see where 
God is leading us! 

By Myron Menk 

UPDATES 

The Circle is a team of 26 congregation members 
who are working to understand how Kinsmen can 
become more relevant in communities within a 5-

mile radius of the church.  Through this effort 
congregational leaders will be developed who will 

be able to hear from the perspective of other 
cultures and respond appropriately to what is 
heard.  This effort is also part of Pastor Beth’s 

Doctor of Ministry research project. 

 
Update from the Circle  

During the previous "On the Move" sermon 
series, we encouraged you to take a “Miles for 
Ministry” challenge. The goal was to complete 
the “Miles for Ministry” challenge by Pentecost 
Sunday on May 15. Many people participated 
in this challenge and the congregational total 
for miles, service hours and donations to a 
special ministry equaled  

19,067 miles!  

Miles  
for ministry 

 

T h a n k  y o u  S u e  D u n e n s    
Sue Dunens has faithfully served as the 9:30 Worship Coordinator 
for almost 20 years.  Her witness and contributions to inspiring 
worship have not gone unnoticed.  Thank you for your faithful 
ministry Sue! 

Currently we are 
looking for a 

9:30 Worship 
Coordinator for 
the 3rd, 4th and 
5th Sundays of 

the month.   

Interested? Contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) 
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HOLY LAND REPORT  

Seven Kinsmen members traveled to the Holy Land May 15-May 28 to visit our mission partners in Bethlehem.  
We posted many pictures and reflections on our blog (https://holyland2016blog.wordpress.com/), but we would love to 
tell you about the adventures of the trip, about the people we met who were filled with hope in Bethlehem, and about the 

many sites we visited. Please come hear the stories. We will meet in the Community Room. 

G r a d u at i o n  m i l e s t o n e  
We will recognize all high school graduates on Sunday, June 5. 
During the worship service of your choice we will recognize you, 

gift you, and bless you.  
We need you to send us both a baby picture and a recent picture 
for the recognition during worship. We also need to know which 
service you will be attending and what your plans are after high 

school.  
If you missed the May 15 deadline, please send in your pictures, 

service you will attend and post high school plans to Kristen 
(kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org) ASAP and we will try our best to 

include them in the PowerPoint.    
 

 

JUNE 12 AT 10:30AM  
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We had a great time with our preschool moms celebrating Mother's Day  with a Cinco de Mayo themed lunch! 

Mother’s Day 
P r e s c h o o l  L U N C H  
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K INSMEN ANNUAL  

Christmas Concert 
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Kinsmen Summer University is an 
opportunity for fellowship and perhaps 
learn something new.  You may register 
online at kinsmenlutheran.org or 
contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   
 
This year’s courses include:  
Beer Tasting and Sing Along.  This class 
will be held on Thursday, June 9 at 11 
Below Brewery from 5 PM to 8 PM.   
11 Below Brewery is located near 
Kinsmen at 6820 Bourgeois Road, 
Houston, 77066.  Admission to the 
brewery is free.  A Beer Token system 
is used.  Three (3) tokens are $10.  All 
beers are poured into a 12 oz cup 
unless you have an 11 Below Pint 
Glass.  Souvenir pint glasses are $5 at 
the brewery.  Singing is lead by Dan 
Kolkhorst and Mark Hanson.  Food 
trucks are available onsite and you 
may bring your own snacks to share.   

  

Protecting your Identity.  Identity theft 
occurs when someone uses your name, 
Social Security number, credit card 
number, or other identifying data to 
commit fraud or other crimes. In this 
electronic age, it has become an all-too

-common danger. Fortunately, there are 
many preventative measures you can 
take to substantially reduce the chance 
of identity theft occurring and steps you 
can take to minimize damage if you do 
become a victim. This class will be held 
on Wednesday, June 15 at 10:30 AM.  
This class will be brought to us by 
Brookdale Senior Living Solutions.  
Lunch will be provided.  Reservations 
must be received by June 13.   

The modern guide to saving money!          

If you feel like your grocery bill is 
growing and your wallet is shrinking, 
then this class is for you!   When you 
hear of couponing, do you think of 
clipping coupons from the Sunday 
paper?  If so, then you might be 
surprised to learn that you don't 
necessarily have to clip coupons to 
save money on groceries, clothes, and 
more!  Join us to learn how to save 
money on all types of purchases!   
Learn some tricks of the trade from 
Vera Matson.  Classes will be held June 
8 and 15 at 7 PM in the Conference 
Room.   

Class One:  Basic Guide to Saving 

Money each week on your groceries 
and more! 

In this first class we'll learn about the 
various ways to save money on basic 
needs like groceries, clothes, and items 
for the home.  We'll learn how to be 
more strategic with our shopping trips 
and we'll discuss how to find the best 
deals on most of the items you buy on a 
regular basis.  And, no, you don't have 
to drive all over town to find the best 
deals! 

Class Two:  Going Digital and Using 
Your Smartphone to get the best deals! 

In the second class, we'll dig a little 
deeper and learn how to leverage 
technology to get the best deals on just 
about everything we buy.  Bring your 
laptops, smart phones or tablets to this 
class to learn how to really save the 
most money on your purchases! 

 

Feeding Your Body & Exploring with the 

Spirit - Cuba.  Saturday, June 11 at 
6:30 PM.  The Outreach Committee, 
along with the International Dining 
Club, is excited to offer the return of 
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The Greenwood Forest Subdivision will be having its Annual July 4th parade that 
begins at Kinsmen at 9 AM on July 4th.  Let’s get together to welcome the parade 
participants and have our own entry in the parade.  How about a Kinsmen Kazoo 
band?  If you are interested contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  
 

 
Harris County Precinct 4, Senior Adult Program Office has recently 
changed its procedures to reserve buses for these events.  
 
Special training is now required for all trip coordinators and 
alternates.  
 
Special training for coordinators and alternates is set for Tuesday, 
June 7. Both the coordinators and alternates would have to attend the 
session. The alternates would have to be at least 50 years of age. 
 
For further information, the interested volunteers should contact Betty 
and Larry (281-353-6974) for more details about this important 
service to Kinsmen Seniors Ministry. 

senior  ministry 
Larry & Betty Liveringhouse are willing and ready to again coordinate special outings for Kinsmen Seniors,                       

PROVIDED they have another couple or person to help them as alternate coordinators. 

this class in which you will explore and 
experience global culture through food.  
Our destination this year is Cuba.  A 
dinner of traditional Cuban food will be 
catered and held at the church, 
followed by a pictorial lecture on the 
history and culture of Cuba. Renee 
Alfaro, Instructor. Cost is $15.   

Quiz Night and Taco Salad Bar--- June 
18 at 6:30 PM. in the Community Life 
Center.  Question:  What’s an 
awesome way to spend an evening?  
Answer:  Quiz Night!  Put on your 

thinking caps and join us for a night of 
fun and friendly competition as we test 
your knowledge on a variety of 
subjects.  You may form your own team 
or register as an individual and be 
added to a team (maximum 6 people 
per team).  Choir vs. Handbells?  Card 
Making Club vs. International Dining 
Club?  Rival Sunday School classes?  
Who will end up on top?               
Heather Coulon, coordinator. Cost is 
$5 per person. 

 

VA Benefits.  The VA presentation on 
June 29 at 10:30 AM will cover the 
following topics:  pension benefit 
compensation, coverage for spouses 
and widows, military service 
requirement, health requirement, 
income criteria, asset limit, and 
disability compensation.               
James Perez, Instructor.   

What are you doing the morning of July 4?  

 Let’s take advantage of an opportunity 
to meet our neighbors.   
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news	on	
Mondays,	please	notify	Pastor	

Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

All Confirmation youth are encouraged to join us for Confirmation Camp at Lutherhill this summer.  

At Confirmation Camp, you will have opportunities to 
 Grow deeper in faith through Bible study and worship.  

 Challenge yourself on the high ropes course. 
 Enjoy activities such as swimming, archery, crafts and more.   

 Spend a night sleeping in the tree houses and hammock village.  

Partial scholarships are available.  www.lutherhill.org  

Junior High  
Confirmation  

camp 

     Questions? Contact Pastor Mark    
      (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

JUNE 19-24 

Birth-5th Grade 

Watch your email for more information!   
If you do not receive the Children’s Ministry Newsletter at the beginning of each month, please let Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinsmen Children's Academy registration is open 
for the fall! We have early learning programs for children 

from 6 weeks old to pre-kindergarten. We have before and 
after school programs that provide quality care for children 

attending Klenk Elementary, Yeager Elementary, 
Greenwood Forest Elementary, Wunderlich Intermediate, 
and Harmony Science Academy Northwest. Go to our 

website (www.kinsmenlutheran.org) and click on Weekday 
Child Care for more information and for registration forms. 



June 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

    11 

S a v e  t h e  D at e   
J u ly  1 1 - 1 5 ,  1 8 - 2 2 ,  2 5 - 2 9  

Volunteers are Super Heroes too! Camp Hope is 
looking for adults to help staff the First Aid station 
throughout the Camp day. We mostly provide a 
little TLC for campers who get bumps and bruises 
during the activities. There will be a short training 

and informational meeting before Camp Hope 
begins.  

 
Sign up at kinsmenlutheran.org  

 
Contact Kayla Mulkey or Sara Ray 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) if you have 
any questions. 

 

Mentors Needed  

Camp Hope is a youth led, adult mentored ministry 
which is one way our middle school, high school, 
and college age students are able to use their gifts 

and grow as a Christian leader. What makes 
Camp Hope unique is many of our leaders begin as 

campers, then they can serve as support staff 
followed by leading small groups or becoming a 
director of one of the rotations, and then camp 

manager.  

If you would be willing to "Be a Hero" for 
one of our staff, please attend an 

informational meeting on June 12 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

 

CAMP  
HOPE  

What is Camp Hope? 

Camp Hope is a Bible-based, 
summer day camp at Kinsmen for 

children in kindergarten through 6th 
grade.  Activities include crafts, 

games, drama, singing, splash day 
and vibrant worship.  For 

information and to register, visit 
kinsmenlutheran.org or contact Sara 

Ray (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

 

Camp Hope Parent            
(aka First Aid help) 
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Camp Hope is 
different. 
It’s more than VBS. More than a 
summer day camp. It’s a place where 
Bible stories come alive, faith becomes 
real and mentoring relationships are 
formed—all through the leadership of 
passionate teens and young adults. 

Camp Hope is led by energetic, faith-
filled high school and college 
students—many of whom grew up 
attending Camp Hope themselves. Its 
dual vision is to provide meaningful 
ministry opportunities for these teens, 
while planting and nurturing seeds of 
faith in children entering kindergarten 
through seventh grade. 

Each day centers around a different 
Bible story, with every activity—games, 
crafts, drama and even snacks—

pointing back to the story of the day. 
Vibrant worship, small group time, and 
service projects for older campers 
round out the day. 

This year’s theme is “Be a Hero!” As 
children immerse themselves in the 
stories of Bible heroes, they will 
discover that many were ordinary 
people who God equipped to do 
something extraordinary. And they’ll 
realize that God can use them to do 
extraordinary things as well. 

 

Stories from Camp Hope 

Stephanie has been bringing her son, 
Bryce, to Camp Hope for the past two 
years. Now 8 years old, Bryce looks 
forward to Camp Hope every year. 

“He enjoys everything about it,” says 
Stephanie. “I’ve tried other Vacation  

 

 

Bible Schools, the YMCA, sports 
camps—Camp Hope is his favorite. A 
lot of it is the teachers. They have so 
much energy and keep him entertained 
all day.” 

Stephanie and her family are not 
members of Kinsmen and they live in 
Tomball, so it’s a bit of a drive to 
attend Camp Hope. “But he enjoys it so 
much – it’s worth the drive to get him 
there,” she says. 

“I love that he learns about the Bible,” 
Stephanie adds. “Bryce doesn’t usually 
talk a lot about what he does during 
the day, but at Camp Hope he can 
always tell me the verse and what he 
learned.” 

 “You can tell the leaders want to be 
there,” she adds. “They all seem to 
have such passion for it. It’s just nice to 
know that Bryce enjoys his day.” 

Julie has been attending Camp Hope 
since she was in preschool. Now a 
sophomore at Sam Houston State 
University, she will be serving as Camp 
Hope’s Assistant Manager—the highest 
level of leadership. 

“As a camper it kind of felt like a blur,” 

Julie 
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CAMP  
HOPE  

training 

Small Group and  

Rotation Leader Staff Training  

Tuesday, July 5 – Thursday, July 7  
We will be traveling together to three days of 
training as we grow in leadership, friendship, and 
faith. 
                                                                       
Packing list includes swimsuit, sunscreen, snacks to 
share, comfortable clothes for warm weather, $ for 
fun, access to either paper or downloaded Bible. 

Support Staff Training  

Thursday, July 7, 2-5 PM 
& All Staff training 5PM - 8PM 
Hey, Rising 8th and 9th Graders! Hopefully you 
have already applied to be Support Staff for Camp 
Hope. If we have your applications, please join us 
for training on Thursday, July 7 from 2-8PM (dinner 
included) The training will include group building, 
defining your role as a Support Staff, and an 
introduction to the curriculum. Also, you will be 
joining the rest of the staff for additional training 
and time together bonding as a staff.  Bring your 
Bible! 

All Staff  

Thursday, July 7, 5PM—8PM 
Join us for the final part of our training and 
bonding with Support Staff. 

Sunday, July 10, 8:15AM – 4PM 
All staff will be recognized and blessed at all 
morning services.  Following worship we will join 
the congregation for a Potluck and then join our 
mentors for Safe Haven training.  We will also be 
finishing up decorations and preparations for the 
Camp Day to begin on Monday. 

she laughs. “It all worked 
together and was all so much 
fun. I liked being in the small 
groups because the small group 
leader focuses all of their 
attention on the kids, and each 
kid felt like they could do 
anything. They were being 
heard by someone, and they 
had a role model.” 

“As I’ve gotten older, I’ve been 
really blessed by our youth 
ministry in having opportunities 
to grow as a leader, and I’ve 
had great role models to teach 
me,” she adds. “I’m not really 
too shy, but it’s easier when I 
can talk to kids. The kids have 
helped me grow as a leader 
because they’ve given me the 
safety of knowing that even if I 
mess up, it’s going to be okay.”  

Julie says that serving as a 
leader at Camp Hope has 
helped her grow in her own 
faith as well. 

“The more I’ve grown as a 
leader, the more I’ve been able 
to ask the deeper questions,” 
she says. “Asking questions is a 
big part for me personally. It 
means I’m understanding more;  
I’m not just seeing the surface of 
these stories. I’m going past that 
to what God wants me to be as 
his disciple.” 

So just as she attended Camp 
Hope when she was a child, 
Julie encourages other kids to 
check it out this summer.  

“It’s a great place to learn 
about God and make friends,” 
she says. “I’m really excited 
about it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Alanna is in 7th grade and has 
been attending Camp Hope for 
three or four years. Her favorite 
part is the worship, and how 
everything ties together to tell 
the Bible story for that day. 

“I like to worship,” she says.  

“We sing songs about God, 
then they tell us the story of the 
day and do cute re-enactments 
or a game. It gets everybody 
really happy.” 

“I’ve learned a lot about God 
and Jesus,” she adds, “and how 
to work with other people.” 

Asked what she would tell other 
kids about Camp Hope, Alanna 
said, “I would tell them it’s a lot 
of fun. You get really involved. 
There’s a lot to do and you 
won’t be bored.” 

 

Alanna 
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The book of James reminds us of the important difference 
between words and actions.  We can’t just talk about 
helping our neighbors in need, we must also take action 
and make it happen.  

One way we can make sure our church continues to “make 
it happen” is by adding to our congregation’s Endowment 
Fund.  As this fund grows, we’ll be able to buy more “coats” 
for everyone in need.  One of the easy ways to support the 
church, at a level far greater than you may realize, is by 
using appreciated securities (like stocks and bonds).  When 
you transfer appreciated securities to our congregation, you 
avoid capital gains taxes and the full amount can be used 
by the church for mission.  So, instead of cashing 
appreciated securities and paying capital gains taxes and 
income taxes, you make a larger donation and receive the 
full tax deduction as allowed by law.  Please contact a 
financial advisor before making this type of gift.  

By supporting the endowment fund you have the opportunity 
to create a legacy of faith that will positively impact our 

congregation’s ministry long after your lifetime. Gifts you 
can give later include bequests and memorials.  These can 
be designated for “where the need is greatest” or a 
particular favorite program or mission activity.  These funds 
open new horizons for our congregation to reach even more 
people with Christ’s love, allowing new programs to emerge 
as needs are made known to future generations.  

To learn more about including the church in your estate 
plans and how your legacy can supports its ministry, please 
contact a member of the Endowment Committee or Pastor 
Beth. 

Kinsmen Endowment Committee members: Pastor Beth, 
Melissa Turnquist, Loretta Castano, Ron Reder, Craig Sutter 
and Larry Wendt 

 

ENDOWMENT NEWS: “WHY CONTRIBUTE TO AN ENDOWMENT FUND?” 

If a brother or sister is without clothing and 
in need of daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be 
filled,” and yet you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  

James 2:15-16 

Kinsmen Lutheran Church has a scholarship fund to provide 
financial assistance to Kinsmen members who will be 
attending a Lutheran College or University.  The amount of 
the scholarship will be determined based upon the amount 
available in the fund, the number of applicants, and the 
financial need of the  student. 

 

 
 
 
Contact Mike Velotas or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for an application.  

Will you be attending a            

Lutheran College or                      

University in 2016-2017?  

DEADLINE:  July 1, 2016 
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This month’s Noisy Offering will benefit Lutherhill 
Ministries.  

Things are a buzz at Lutherhill as we prepare for the 
beginning of our 62nd year of summer camp!  Lutherhill 
Ministries this summer will impact the faith lives of over 
3,200 campers through our onsite and day camp 
programs. 

During Lutherhill worships, we always end with the 
words “And WE WILL!” These same words are our 
theme for this summer season- AND WE WILL! We 
want all of Lutherhill’s campers to realize that our faith 
is not passive, but active. We are called to be God’s 
witnesses to the end of the earth going in peace, 
serving the Lord, and exclaiming as a body of believers 
that WE WILL! 

The gift of leadership is one of the many gifts that 
Kinsmen share with Lutherhill and we would like to 
highlight those members of Kinsmen who serve on our 
staff and board. 

Year Round Staff 

Mark Warpmaker, Development Director 

Laura Lyons, Guest Relations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Staff 

Zoe Kolkhorst- Activities Director, Hannah Schatz- LYLE 
Coordinator, Nathan Schatz- Counselor, Hunter 
Watson- Counselor 

Board of Directors 

Jeff Brady, President of Lutherhill Board of Directors 

Here are some exciting things that are going with 
Lutherhill: 

Zion Retreat Center on Galveston Island 

We are excited to announce that the Zion Retreat 
Center will be open this fall.   

Zion Retreat Center is an 8-bedroom retreat center on 
Galveston Island, 10 blocks from the beach.  Each 
bedroom can sleep up to 6 people with 2 double beds 
and 2 lofted single beds. A private bathroom is 
attached to each of Zion’s bedrooms. 

This facility includes a multi-purpose meeting space, 
kitchen, dining area and bedrooms with private 
bathrooms. Zion Retreat Center will be open to the 
public and can be used by any group or organization, 
corporation or private party. Zion Retreat Center has a 
full time staff person to host groups, serving as the 
facilities manager. Zion Retreat Center will also offer 
the public programmed retreats, that are planned and 
facilitated by our staff. 

Construction is expected to be completed by late July 
and we will be open for groups starting in 
September.  We are now taking reserevations for fall 
retreats.To follow along on the progress you can go to 
our website at www.zionretreat.org or like us on 
Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/
zionretreatcenter/ 

noisy  

offering 
lutherhill 

June 11 & 12 
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Retreat Season Fall 2016 - Spring 2017 

Registration is open for the upcoming retreat 
season.  Our theme for the retreat season is RE:Form, 
RE:Imagine, RE:Joice. To learn more about the 
wonderful retreats that our offered please 
visit www.lutherhill.org 

Dining Hall and Bathroom Renovation 

This spring we have been busy renovating the dining 
hall and bathroom facilities at Lutherhill.  These 
renovations will help us better serve campers and guests 
and get us ready for the next phase of growth. 

 Improvements to the Dining Hall 

• New Central Air & Heat 

• New Ceiling 

• Sound System 

• New Cabinets 

• Updated Interior 

• New Paint 

• New Digital Announcement Board 

 Improvements to the Bathrooms 

• Replacing Exterior of the Building 

• Replacing Interior Walls 

• Replacing Interior Floors 

• Remodel & Update Bathrooms 

• Add Additional Storage 

Thanks be to God for the 
opportunity to give graciously.  



Kinsmen Connection  June 2016 

18 



June 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

    19 

Live well 2016 

June marks the beginning of Hurricane 
season.  Are you prepared?  Are you a 
72 hour Lutheran?   

What is a 72 hour Lutheran? It is a 
person who happens to be Lutheran 
and has enough supplies in their home 
to meet their household’s basic needs 
for 72 hours. Being prepared to take 
care of your own family allows you to 
then reach out and help others. 

Why this amount of time? If the Gulf 
Coast is hit by a hurricane it takes, on 
average, a majority of most 
governmental, state and private entities 
72 hours to respond. Being prepared to 
take care of your own family allows you 
to in turn reach out and help others. 

Utilize the checklist below to help you 
become a 72 hour Lutheran.  

 Discuss the type of hazards that 
could affect your family.  Know 
your home’s vulnerability to storm 
surge, flooding, and wind. Locate a 
safe room or the safest areas in 
your home for each hurricane 
hazard. In certain circumstances, 
the safest areas may not be your 
home but within your community. 

 If necessary, determine an escape 
route from your home and 

designate places to meet. (Note: 
these should be measured in tens of 
miles, rather than hundreds of 
miles.) Have an out-of-state friend 
as a family contact so all your 
family members have a single point 
of contact. 

 Make a plan now for what to do 
with your pets if you need to 
evacuate. 

 Call the church and make sure that 
they have all your information. 

 Create a disaster supply kit 

 Proper identification 

 Immunization records 

 Medications 

 Moisture wipes 

 Flashlight/Batteries 

 Radio – Battery operated and 
NOAA weather radio 

 Telephones 

 Full charged cell phone with extra 
battery 

 A traditional (not cordless) 
telephone set 

 Cash (with small bills) 

 Extra keys 

 Tools – keep a set with you during 
the storm 

 Vehicle fuel tank (kept filled) 

 Pet care items 

 Stock up on non-perishable 
emergency supplies 

 Juices 

 Snack foods 

 Foods for infants or the elderly 

 Cooking tools 

 Non-electric can opener 

 Fuel 

 Paper plates and plastic utensils 

 First-aid kit 

 Medicines 

 Prescriptions 

 Toiletries 

 Hygiene items 

GulfCoastSynod.org  

Take  s ome  t ime  t o  l i v e  w e l l !  

Prepare your work outside, get everything ready for you in the field; 

and a er that build your house. Proverbs 24:27  
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Community of 
Hope (COH) 
Training  

Do you want to grow 
in your relationship 
with Christ? Do you 
want to acquire the 
skills to handle 
different life situations 
in your every day 
journey? Then, the 

Community of Hope is for you where you will be 
challenged in your relationship with Christ, and utilize life 
skills to help others.  

Community of Hope International is designed to 
create Christian communities of lay volunteer pastoral 
caregivers united in prayer, shaped by Benedictine 
Spirituality and equipped for and serving in pastoral care 
ministries.  

The volunteer Lay Chaplains remain united in prayer and 
community as their ministries lead them to serve in the 
congregation and in the wider community. The program 
remains rooted in Benedictine Spirituality and is based on 

the classic “clinical pastoral education” model used in many 
hospitals to train pastoral caregivers.  

The Community of Hope training awakens trainees to 
God’s call in each of our lives by helping individuals 
discover and better understand their own spiritual gifts for 
ministry. Each participant is encouraged to make this 
experience a journey into wholeness to use this opportunity 
to explore a “rule of life”, practice sacred silence, Christian 
meditation, compassionate listening, pastoral identity and 
Lectio Divina, all within the context of Benedictine 
Spirituality. This experience builds Community and develops 
spiritually centered pastoral caregivers.  

Community of Hope training will begin in late August or 
early September.  Interested or questions? Contact Lynnae 
Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for an application.  
The cost for the class is $50.   

“Care of the sick must rank above and before all else so they 
may truly be served as Christ, who said, ‘I was sick and you 
visited me,’…  

(Matthew 25:36)  

The Rule of Benedict; Chapter 36  

7
th

 Annual COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING FEAST 
and 5

th
  Annual RUN FOR YOUR TURKEY  

It’s less than 6 months until Thanksgiving.  
It’s time to start planning for Kinsmen’s 
Annual Feast and Run for Your Turkey.  In 
2015 we served 652 meals and had over 
140 registrants for the Run.  In order to 
make the day a success, we need your help 
to organize the event.  A planning meeting 
will be held on Thursday July 14.  For more 
information or if you are interested in 
serving, contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 



June 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

    21 

Jen Nash 

Jennifer Kaurich 

Kylie Dankert 

Alex Karker 

Sandi Toney 

Lindsay Augerinos 

Vicki Awbrey 

Laura Sell 

Ellyse Hahn 

Nathan Staff 

Liz Grobe 

Nicole Peltier 

Nathan Schatz 

Kristi Taylor 

Jackie Hanson 

Cassie Miller 

Rebecca Jones 

April Ruen 

Sheri England 

Steven pate 

 

Thank you Sunday 

School Teachers! 

It takes over 20 volunteers to make Sunday 
School happen, and we are thankful for 

each and every one! 

If you would like to serve in 
this way next year, 
please email Sara 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

This year our 5th graders chose that our 
Sunday School offering would go to 
Sunshine Kids, an organization that 
helps kids undergoing cancer treatments 
to still have fun and be kids in the midst 
of their struggle. The Sunday School 
offering raised $521.54 and we added 
the noisy offering, through May 26th, to 
it for a grand total of $1,868.74! 
Thank you for your extraordinary 
generosity, no matter what your age! 
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GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 

MAY 2016 

Flower Delivery 37 

Prayer Shawls 3 

grace 
Glimpses  

of 

 

KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

Operating Highlights for April 2016 

  Budget Actual Variance 

Income 132,241 120,537 11,703 
Expense 138,642 131,270 7,371 

Net 6,401 10,733 4,332 
year to date  

Total Income 565,808 543,815 21,993 
Total Expense 531,387 539,714   8,327 

Net 34,420 14,834 30,319 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE—April 2016 
 

Noisy Offering/Sunshine Kids Foundation $1,347.20 
General Mission Support $8,265.44 

Designated Mission Support $354.10 
KCA Scholarships $715.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $500.00 
Life Center $750.00 

Texas Louisiana Synod/World Hunger $131.00 
Naomi/Upring Krause RTC $240.00 

Sunday School/Sunshine Kids Foundation 423.71 
APRIL TOTAL $12,726.45 

  

YTD TOTAL $58,320.31 
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the informa on listed above is 

incorrect, please no fy the church office. (jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

June Birthdays 
Liveringhouse, Be y   6/1 

Henry, Elwy Lee  6/1 

Augerinos, Kaitlynn   6/1 

Kobmann, Wya    6/1 

Sewell, Michael  6/1 

Pierce, Nathan   6/2 

Moseley, William   6/2 

Nash, Colgan   6/3 

Ritchey, Linda   6/3 

Liveringhouse, Larry  6/3 

Wehring, Jason   6/4 

Lyons, Michael   6/4 

Pel er, Luke   6/4 

Gros, Rachel   6/4 

Sullivan, John  6/4 

Johnston, Jeff   6/4 

Clancy, Chase   6/6 

Mims, Kaylie   6/6 

Hart, Michael   6/6 

Laing, Jonathan   6/7 

Moore, Kerri   6/7 

Pa on, Stephanie  6/8 

Wuerker, Laura   6/8 

Young, Wendy  6/8 

Groth, Ma hew   6/8 

Weber, Paul   6/9 

Warpmaeker, Rev. Beth   6/9 

Delgado, Alexander  6/9 

Lueders, Ethan   6/9 

Dunshee, Donald  6/9 

Rovang, Kirk   6/10 

Westgard Coote, Josie   6/10 

Kaase, Freddie   6/11 

Van Deilen, Lori  6/11 

Vindiola, Madeline   6/11 

Oberly, William  6/11 

Williams, Jill   6/11 

Jyrkama, Jacob   6/11 

Vindiola, Mechelle   6/12 

Heppner, Louis  6/12 

Sisman, Bre    6/13 

Montalvo, Vanessa   6/13 

Benesh, Sco    6/13 

Grobe, Lauren   6/13 

Grobe, Elizabeth   6/13 

Acosta, Elizabeth   6/13 

Schroeder, Lynn  6/13 

Dugas, Orianna   6/13 

Davis, Lincoln  6/14 

Reder, Riley   6/14 

Hanson, Kathy  6/15 

Perry, Dee   6/15 

Weber, Jay   6/15 

Sell, Linda  6/15 

Jones, Rebecca   6/15 

Mengel, Donald   6/17 

Kregel, Richard   6/18 

Spiegelman, Amanda  6/18 

Moseley, Kyle   6/18 

Cobb, Josef   6/18 

Feldman, Allison  6/19 

Jones, Ann  6/19 

Hudson, Michelle  6/19 

Brown, Elizabeth  6/20 

Ivey, Michelle  6/20 

Miller, Carly  6/20 

Brooks, Suzanne   6/20 

Fortenbach, Debbie   6/20 

Ashmore, Melody  6/20 

Schroeder, Natalie  6/21 

Jones, Richard  6/21 

Osmon, Judy  6/21 

Sco , Noah   6/21 

Soliday, Luke   6/22 

Schoof, Alfred  6/22 

Staff, Dorcas  6/22 

Howard, Pat   6/23 

Schulze, Carolyn   6/23 

Rodriguez, Garre   6/23 

Wehring, Joel   6/24 

Meyer, Jimmy  6/24 

Adams, Linda  6/24 

Warpmaeker, Nathan   6/24 

Fretwell, Jessica   6/25 

Wi enberg, Nane e  6/25 

Suler, Pa    6/26 

Carrier, Phyllis   6/26 

Froebel, Keith   6/26 

Mc Clure, Deanna   6/26 

Matson, Connor  6/26 

Jacobs, Clay   6/26 

Williams, Sco   6/27 

Mulkey, David  6/27 

Abt, Peter   6/28 

Ashmore, Rachel   6/28 

Monrad, Cory   6/28 

Sisman, Kiira  6/28 

Wietstruck, Eric  6/28 

Dankert, Kylie  6/28 

Jacobi, John  6/28 

Plumley, Aubrey  6/28 

Smith, Jordan   6/28 

O'Donnell, Molly  6/29 

Hodges, Nova  6/30 

Wells, Brian   6/30 

Miller, Cody  6/30 

Hatkowski, Sarah   6/30 

Augerinos, Madison Brianne  6/30 



Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Arnea Williams, Communications Director 
 awilliams@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
George Skirm, Director of Media 
 gskirm@kinsmenlutheran.org  
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 
Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  
Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             
Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     
Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before &     
After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Membership 

Connection  
is a monthly publication 
of Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 
15th day of each month 
or the previous church 
business day if the 
deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 
holiday. Articles are 
preferred electronically, 
but may be faxed or 
hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFORMAL 

WORSHIP 

Saturdays  

5:30 PM 
 

TRADITIONAL 
WORSHIP 

Sundays  

8:15 & 11 AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 
WORSHIP 

Sundays   

9:30 AM 
 

COMMUNION 
OFFERED AT ALL 
SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 
BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9 AM 

 

EDUCATION 
HOUR  (ALL AGES) 
9:30 AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 
 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 


