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Pastor’s word  

New Creation and New Beginnings! Every fall I feel a sense 
of anticipation and excitement about all of the ministries 
starting up.   

Sunday School and Confirmation small groups officially kick 
off on September 11 (after some initial meetings in August). 
High school ministries (including SWAT) are just getting 
started. All of the singing and bell choirs begin their 
practices. Kinsmen Children’s Academy is getting back into 
full gear—this year it is ages 6 weeks to junior high! And 
groups for adults are forming, reforming, and kicking off on 
September 11.  

We are also starting a new sermon series entitled “Promises 
Made. Promises Kept.” The readings for this series will be 
about the promises God made from the very beginning that 
are found in the book of Genesis. Once again, we will be 
using the Narrative Lectionary to make our way through the 
Bible during the year. This time we will highlight different 
passages and stories from the Old Testament, and the 
primary gospel we read from will be Luke.   

As all of these exciting ministries start up inside the walls of 
Kinsmen, the schools around us are starting up as well and 
they need mentors. A group of Kinsmen members did a 
series of interviews with various community leaders and 
school administrators last spring and the number one need 
they heard about was the need for more mentors in the 
schools. Kinsmen has a partnership with Greenwood Forest 
Elementary and Wunderlich Intermediate schools, so let us 
know if you are interested in this outreach ministry. Being a 
mentor can radically improve the life of a child, but it can be 
a transformational experience for the adult as well. If we 
have ten people who are interested, we will host a mentor 
training at Kinsmen.  

 

In the midst of all these exciting new beginnings, we also 
have a roof that is in need of “new creation.” Kinsmen’s 
sanctuary and administrative buildings have an aging roof 
that desperately needs to be replaced. You may have 
noticed that we have put out trash cans to catch the leaks 
whenever it rains. These leaks have primarily been in the 
hallway between the sanctuary and the offices--until the last 
few months. We have started to see new leaks in the 
sanctuary--a new leak began in late August just a few feet 
away from the organ. Needless to say, immediate action is 
needed.  

The Campus Management team has been working with a 
roof assessment group to determine the extent of the 
damage. They have determined that we need to replace the 
sanctuary and administrative building roof as soon as 
possible. We will need the participation of everyone to 
make the “new creation” of our roof possible. (See page 16 
in the newsletter for more information.)   

Together we will witness a new creation. Together we will 
see everything become new! Thank you for your partnership 
in ministry and mission! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Beth Warpmaeker 

Senior Pastor 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new!”                         

2 Corinthians 5:17  
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Our lives are woven together with the promises we make to one another. In baptism we make promises to a child 
and a congregation makes a promise to a precious child of God. In marriage, there are promises made with 

statements we call vows. Friends make promises to friends. And in the fall of an election year, we hear more and 
more promises being made.    

Some of these promises are kept as time passes. Some, however, are broken; causing pain, distrust, and lost 
opportunities. In the midst of broken promises, it is important to return to the One who makes and keeps promises. 

God made a promise to Creation from the very beginning. Join us this fall as we explore the enduring, faithful 
promises of God. And together let us be strengthened in the promises we make to one another. 

sermon series  
September 11                                   

Broken Promises                             
Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8; Luke 11:4  

 
September 18                                

(Un)believable Promise                     
Genesis 15:1-6; Luke 3:8  

 

September 25                                 

Promises Threatened                        
Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21;   

Luke 6:35  

 

October 2                                   

Promises to Remember                       
Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8; Luke 22:14-20                      

 

October 9                                   

Promises Forgotten                         
Exodus 32:1-14; Luke 23:34  

 

October 16                                   

Long Awaited Promises                      
1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10; Luke 1:46-55  

 

October 23                                  

Everlasting Promise                          
1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10;                   

Luke 1:46-55  
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UPCOMING  

ABENDMUSIK 
You are invited to this season ’s                         

Abendmusik offerings.  
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CHILDREN’S vocal cHOIRS                                                                                                                                                                                  

4 year olds through 5th grade students 
will resume September 11.                                                                                            

Rehearsal: Sundays 4:00-4:45 PM                  
in the choir room.                                                                                                                                                  

Contact Stevie Berryman 
(sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 

more information.   
 

CHILDREN'S CHIME CHOIR 

For elementary children who want a 
chance to make some noise, check out 

the new after school program for 
exploring ringing. Hosted by KCA, this 
group meets in the choir room Monday 

afternoons, 4:00-4:45, starting on  
September 12. Registration is required. 

Contact Stevie Berryman 
(sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

 

 

 

 

 kinsmen yOUTH RINGERS                                                                                                        
Kinsmen Youth Ringers – youth in 

grades 6—12 resume rehearsals on 
September 11.  On the job training is 
provided.  No prior ringing or musical 

experience required.                                                       
Rehearsals:  Sundays 12:00 – 1:00 PM 

in the sanctuary.                          
Questions?  Contact Stevie Berryman 

(sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org)  

  

Kinsmen Ringers  & Jubilee Ringers                                                                                             
Kinsmen’s adult handbell groups will 

be resuming rehearsals in 
September.  Jubilee Ringers meet 

Tuesday mornings from 11:30 AM – 
12:30 PM.  Jubilee Ringers rehearsals 

resume Tuesday, September 
6.  Kinsmen Ringers meet on Sundays 
starting September 11, 1:30 – 3 PM. 

Contact Stevie Berryman 
(sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 

more information.  

 

 

Alleluia Choir                                       
No matter how much you love your 

job, work can be stressful and 
exhausting. At home there’s a whole 
load of other issues to deal with. So 

after a long hard day sitting at a desk – 
singing will help take your mind off all 
the politics, deadlines and problems 

that seem to take over your life. All that 
being said, join the Alleluia Choir. The 
choir is made up of volunteers who are 
dedicated, committed to serving, and 
are fun-loving. All levels of singing are 

welcome from beginner to 
advanced.  Rehearsals: 7 – 8:30 PM in 

the Choir Room, (room 10 of the 
Community Life Center). 

Questions?  Contact Elizabeth Marks 
(emarks.klc@gmail.com)    

Kinsmen is not a large congregation but we are large enough that you cannot know everyone.                  
Groups at Kinsmen provides a place for you to "experience family" in a meaningful way.   

Groups provide a place for you to share your joys and struggles, read and respond to God’s Word and pray for one 
another. Groups meet at homes and at church at various times during the week.   

 
Signup for a Group before or after worship on the Sundays leading up to September 11 or signup at 

www.kinsmenlutheran.org  

@ KINSMEN groups 

KINSMEN CHOIRS RESUME 
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  3  Year Old Milestone                                                                       

Your child will receive their very own Spark Story Bible and begin Sunday School! Parents and children, join us 
on Sunday, September 18 to learn new ways to fulfill your baptismal promises. Check your email for more details as we 

get closer. Contact Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) with any questions. This milestone is for children age 3 as 
of September 1, 2016 and one or more caring adult.   

 

10TH GRADE Milestone                                                                        

What does driving have to do with your faith?  10th Grade youth and their parents are invited to participate in the 
10th Grade Milestone to find out.  During the Milestone we will be creating a Driver's Covenant, creating Grace Bags to 

distribute and exploring how the responsibilities and freedoms of driving connect to our faith.  Look for an Evite to the 
potluck gathering on September 18.  The second Milestone Session and Celebration will be Sunday, September 25.  If 

you have questions, email Pastor Mark (mengland@kinsmenluthean.org).  

 

1ST COMMUNION RETREAT (SAVE THE DATE) 

Milestones are a time for the church to help parents fulfill their baptismal promises. Your 4th grader's milestone this year is 
learning about Holy Communion.  

This milestone is a sacrament, so we will spend more time together than other milestones. Our retreat is set for October 21-
23 at Lutherhill in La Grange, TX (approximately Friday at 5 pm to Sunday at noon, including travel time). We will also 

have some check-in times during the school year.  

We celebrate the Last Supper during Holy Week on Maundy Thursday, so this milestone will be celebrated on that day. 
That date is April 13, 2016.  

The cost for the retreat is $55 per guest (at least one parent is expected to come, other adults and/or siblings are welcome 
as well). Kinsmen will pay for the 4th grader, the other guests are paid for by your family. If that causes a financial 

hardship, scholarship money is available by contacting Sara. Traditionally this is offered to 4th graders and their families, 
but if your child is younger or older and would like to participate, they are welcome. 

If you are interested in membership at 
Kinsmen or simply interested in 

knowing more about the ministries of 
Kinsmen, please contact the church 

office or indicate the same on 
your pewslip. 
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A NEW year of Sunday School  
begins on September 11!  

Wednesday Night Suppers  

Throughout the school year, Kinsmen offers a hot meal that 
includes salad and dessert on Wednesday evenings.  The 
meals are served from 5:45-6:45PM. The cost is $5 for 
those 13 and over; $3 for those 4 years old to 12 years 

old and free for those under 3.                                         
Takeout meals are available.   

Ladies Thursday MORNING  Bible Study will begin 
September 8

th
 at 10AM in COMMUNITY Room. 

Come join us for an in-depth study on Islam and what it 
means to be a Muslim in today’s world. Learn about the Five 
Pillars of Islam, the Quran and what it says, their beliefs and 

practices. Contact Stephanie Brady 
at steph.brady@sbcglobal.net or 281-444-7766.   

Sunday School is an hour each Sunday from                
9:30-10:30 AM for kids 3 years old (as of September 
1) through 5th grade. The kids are in small groups (6-

10 kids) with high school and adult volunteers. This is a 
great time for kids to get to know other kids their age. 

You'll want to register your child for this 
awesome faith-forming experience.  

You can register at www.kinsmenlutheran.org.  
If you have any questions, please contact Sara 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

Ladies Thursday Night Bible Study will begin 
September 15

th
 at 7PM in the Conference Room. 

We are trying something a little different. We will be reading 
and discussing “Christ in our Home” devotional.  This gives 

us the opportunity to open scripture, look at it through 
different lenses, and join conversations with the Bible.  No 

homework required!  Babysitting is provided. For more 
information please contact Colette Edwards at 

832.922.5490, cjpe60@gmail.com  

L A D I E S  B I B L E  S T U D Y  R E S U M E S  

September Menu 
  

September 7                        
Spaghetti 

September 14                    
Chicken Parmesan  

September 21                        

Pork Loin  
September 28                 

BarBQ  
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Join Lutherhill for a West Texas adventure, this trip is 
designed  for adults 18 years and older! Pastor Mark 
England will serve as the devotion leader.  Guests can look 
forward to hiking in the Big Bend Mountains, canoeing the 
Rio Grande and seeing the Marfa Lights.  

Schedule: We’ll begin on Thursday driving out to Big Bend 
National Park where we’ll set up camp, cook dinner at the 
campsite and have our opening devotion. On Friday, we’ll 
have a half-day river trip down the Rio Grand then hike or 
relax at the Chisos Mountains. Saturday we will drive to Ft. 
Davis State Park, stop by the Big Bend Brewery in Alpine and 
spend the afternoon in Marfa looking for the mysterious lights 
before heading back to camp. Sunday morning we’ll begin 

with our closing devotion, then head back to Lutherhill. 

Cost: $300 per person for Tent Camping* 
$650 per person for Lodge Accommodations* 
*Pricing options include transportation, park fees, river trip, brewery tour, food, and 
accommodations. 

Save the 
date 
The annual Family  

Fall Festival will be held  
October 29, 2016 from 

6:30 – 8:30 PM.    

BIG BEND 

RETREAT 
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Fellowship, Bible Study, Bunco and 

Sharing Grace with local teachers.    
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Youth	&	Parents,	if	you’re	not	

receiving	the	youth	e‐news,		

please	notify	Pastor	Mark!	

6th-12th Grade 

Invitation to 

confirmation 
Confirmation classes are designed for students in 
junior high, and will teach core truths of the 
Christian faith as well as helping them explore how 
they can follow Jesus with an authentic faith of their 
own.   
  
Confirmation is a rite of passage in the faith of our 
junior high youth. Over the course of three years 
they will study major stories of the Old and New 
Testaments and learn the basics of the Christian 
faith. Adding to the experience is the fact that they 
meet in a small group setting led by caring adults, 
where they can share the joys and struggles of 
being a middle school student, grow in friendship 
and faith, and pray for one another.    
 

If you know a youth between the 6-8th Grade who 
does not have a church home but may be interested 
in learning the basics of the Bible and the Christian 
faith, contact Pastor Mark 
(mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

Pic to go here  
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Birth-5th Grade 

Watch your email for more information!   
If you do not receive the Children’s Ministry Newsletter at the beginning of each month, please let Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

We are taking registrations for children as young as 6 weeks 
old and up to 13 years old!                                                                   

Download the registration forms at www.kinsmenlutheran.org or contact Sara 
(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for more information.  

KCA Early Learning  

Lisa Yeager—Preschool Director  

Dianna Roberts—Infant Teacher  

Alicia Elizondo—1 year old Teacher  

Jesica Nelson—1 year old Teacher Aide  

Lauren Rivera—2 year old Teacher  

Shannon Hurst—2 year old Teacher Aide 

Jennifer Barrera—3 year old Lead Teacher  

Sara Armstrong—3 year old Teacher  

Tammy Hamric—4 year old Teacher  

Marissa Curtley—4 year old Teacher  

Yenniffer Moreno—4 year old Teacher Aide  

Jan Mueller—After School Teacher and Teacher Aide   

KCA Before/After School Program  

Trey Miller—Assistant Director  

Grant Bredbenner—After School Staff  

Rachel McCalister—Before and After School Staff  

Tracy Delafuente—Bus Driver 

Will you join is in praying for the Kinsmen Children's Academy staff 
as we begin a new school year?   
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An Evening       
with the Bishop  
Bishop Rev. Dr. Samuel Ndanga-Toué from 
our companion synod, the Lutheran Church 
of the Central African Republic.  
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“GOD’S  
WORK. 

OUR 
HANDS.” 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday is a day to put our faith 
into action by serving our community in ways that share the 

love of God with all of God’s people.  

 “‘God’s work. Our hands.’ Sunday reminds us that we are 
church together for the sake of the world. Our lives have 

been changed by our relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ, and it’s that encounter with Jesus that frees us to 

make a difference.”  

— ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  

This year marks Kinsmen’s 4th ‘God’s Work. Our Hands.’ 
Sunday.  Below is a thank you received from a completed 

2015 project.   

To All the Wonderful Volunteers, I want to thank all of you 
for giving your time and talent to help the teachers out.  For 

me, this was truly a blessing.  Three days before school 
started, I broke my wrist in two places, so when Krista 

(Dankert) told us about you all wanting to help the teachers, 
I felt blessed.  Your kindness and hard work is appreciated.  
Thank you again for cutting my cards.  May God Bless you 

all.  Terri Gorsulowsky (Moore Elementary CFISD)  

On Sunday, September 4, 2016, we will gather together for 
inspiring worship at 9 AM.  Following worship we will go 
out into the community to share grace and then return to 

Kinsmen at 12:30 PM for a celebratory lunch of hamburgers 
and hotdogs.   

  

 

The sharing grace projects include:   

 Teacher projects 

 Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 

 Card making 

 The 1960 Hope Center deep cleaning for their opening.   

 The Life Center (painting and landscaping   

 Assisting with worship at Wood Glen Court - a local 
Retirement Community.  

 Celebratory Lunch preparation  

  

If you have any questions about the day, contact April Ruen 
or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2016 GET READY TO SERVE!  

SIGN UP FOR A PROJECT ! 

k i n s m e n l u t h e r a n . o r g           
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Live well 2016 

September is National Recovery month. *    
Addiction is a disease.                                                                                                                                                               
Like any other chronic disease, addiction to alcohol and 
other drugs affects people of all ages regardless of income, 
educational background, country of origin, ethnicity, 
sexuality, and/or community where they live. Anyone can 
become addicted to alcohol and drugs and anyone can be 
affected by another person’s addiction-especially friends and 
family members. In fact, more than 23 million people over 
the age of 12 are addicted to alcohol or drugs. As a friend 
or family member, You Are Not Alone!  

The use and abuse of alcohol and drugs are serious issues 
that should not be ignored or minimized. If left untreated, 
use and abuse can develop into drug dependence or 
alcoholism. As a result, it is important to recognize the signs 
and symptoms of alcohol and drug abuse early. If you’re 
worried about your own drug or alcohol use, or that of a 
friend or family member, here are some of the warning signs 
to look for:  

The following symptoms are associated with 
alcohol abuse:  

 Temporary blackouts or memory loss.  

 Recurrent arguments or fights with family members or 
friends as well as irritability, depression, or mood 
swings.  

 Continuing use of alcohol to relax, to cheer up, to sleep, 
to deal with problems, or to feel "normal."  

 Headache, anxiety, insomnia, nausea, or other 
unpleasant symptoms when one stops drinking.  

 Flushed skin and broken capillaries on the face; a husky 
voice; trembling hands; bloody or black/tarry stools or 
vomiting blood; chronic diarrhea.  

 Drinking alone, in the mornings, or in secret.  

Signs of addiction include the following:  

 Loss of Control: Drinking or drugging more than a 
person wants to, for longer than they intended, or 
despite telling themselves that they wouldn’t do it this 
time.  

 Neglecting Other Activities: Spending less time on 
activities that used to be important (hanging out with 
family and friends, exercising, pursuing hobbies or other 
interests) because of the use of alcohol or drugs; drop in 
attendance and performance at work or school.  

 Risk Taking: More likely to take serious risks in order to 
obtain one’s drug of choice.  

 Relationship Issues: People struggling with addiction are 
known to act out against those closest to them, 
particularly if someone is attempting to address their 
substance problems; complaints from co-workers, 
supervisors, teachers or classmates.  

Take  s ome  t ime  t o  l i v e  w e l l !  
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 Secrecy: Going out of one’s way to hide the amount of 
drugs or alcohol consumed or one’s activities when 
drinking or drugging; unexplained injuries or accidents.  

 Changing Appearance: Serious changes or 
deterioration in hygiene or physical appearance – lack 
of showering, slovenly appearance, unclean clothes.  

 Family History: A family history of addiction can 
dramatically increase one's predisposition to substance 
abuse.  

 Tolerance: Over time, a person's body adapts to a 
substance to the point that they need more and more of it in 
order to have the same reaction.  

 Withdrawal: As the effect of the alcohol or drugs wear 
off the person may experience symptoms such as: anxiety or 
jumpiness; shakiness or trembling; sweating, nausea and 
vomiting, insomnia, depression, irritability, fatigue or loss of 
appetite and headaches.  

Continued Use Despite Negative Consequences: Even 
though it is causing problems (on the job, in relationships, 
for one’s health), a person continues drinking and drugging.  

Treatment is available.  Recovery is a joy.    

Individuals who are “in recovery” know what it means to 
them and how important it is in their lives. They need no 
formal definition.  But for the general public and those who 
research, evaluate, and develop policies about addiction, 
recovery is a concept that can sometimes seem unclear. 
Essentially, recovery is a complex and dynamic process 
encompassing all the positive benefits to physical, mental 
and social health that can happen when people with an 
addiction to alcohol or drugs, or their family members, get 
the help they need. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration (SAMHSA) offers this definition:  

 “Recovery from alcohol and drug problems is a process of 
change through which an individual achieves abstinence 
and improved health, wellness and quality of life.”  

Expanding on this definition, SAMHSA articulates twelve 
“Guiding Principles of Recovery”:    

 There are many pathways to recovery.  

 Recovery is self-directed and empowering.  

 Recovery involves a personal recognition of the need for 
change and transformation.  

 Recovery is holistic.  

 Recovery has cultural dimensions.  

 Recovery exists on a continuum of improved health and 
wellness.  

 Recovery is supported by peers and allies.  

 Recovery emerges from hope and gratitude.  

 Recovery involves a process of healing and self-
redefinition.  

 Recovery involves addressing discrimination and 
transcending shame and stigma.  

 Recovery involves (re)joining and (re)building a life in 
the community.  

 Recovery is a reality. It can, will, and does happen.  

The National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 
believes that all people suffering from alcoholism and 
addiction deserve the chance to be helped. If you are 
concerned about your own alcohol or other drug use or that 
of someone you care about – a child, relative, friend or co-
worker – let someone know.  Confronting alcohol and drug 
problems is difficult, but can be an important first step 
toward recovery and the chance for a healthier and more 
productive life.   

If you are currently in recovery and open to accompanying 
others on a path to recovery, Pastor Mark would appreciate 
a conversation with you.  From time to time, people who are 
seeking recovery make themselves known to one of the 
pastors.  It is helpful to connect these individuals seeking 
recovery with others who are on this journey.   

Take some time to live well!    

 *Information from ncadd.org  

 

Take  s ome  t ime  t o  l i v e  w e l l !  
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Background                                             

The Campus Management Committee 
has had Terracon, an independent 
consultant, conduct a roof condition 
assessment of all roof surfaces on the 
campus. Based on this assessment, 
there is an urgent need to replace the 
roof surfaces over the sanctuary and the 
administrative offices.  

The roof in the northeast portion of the 
sanctuary has been leaking on and off 
for a few years, but a new leak started 
in August near the organ.  The roof 
above the administrative offices has 
been leaking in certain areas for over 7 
years and more significantly in the last 
3 years.  

In the past, temporary “patchwork” 
repairs have been completed.  While 
these repairs have allowed replacement 
of the roof to be postponed, the 
condition of the roof has deteriorated to 
the point where further repair is not 
recommended.  

The damage is due to normal wear and 
tear.  There is no insurance coverage 
and the total cost of the roof 
replacement will need to be funded 
through contributions from our 
congregation.    

Terracon’s Assessment of the 

Roof Surfaces  

The roof surfaces over the Sanctuary 
and the Administrative Offices are in 
FAIR TO POOR CONDITION.   

The roof surface of the sanctuary shows 
signs of exposed fiberglass 
reinforcement, delamination of the 
shingles and perimeter flashing in poor 
condition.  The aluminum coating has 
worn off the roof surface allowing UV 
exposure of the asphalt coating and the 
perimeter flashing is in poor condition.  

There is evidence of attempted leak 
repair and previous damage in multiple 
locations.  The condition of these 
sections of the roof is typical of shingle 
and asphalt covered roofs nearing the 
end of the service life.   

In Terracon’s opinion, these roof areas 
will continue to experience increasing 
water infiltration into the roof system, as 
well as interior occupied spaces.  If not 
expeditiously and properly replaced, 
this will damage interior and structural 
components of the building, leading to 
unsatisfactory building aesthetics and 
building performance. The interior 
damages could potentially lead to 

costly problems involving, among other 
things, the organ, the piano, carpeting, 
pews, AV system and office 
equipment.    

The roof surfaces over the CLC and the 
Youth and Family Building are in FAIR 
CONDITION.    

In Terracon’s opinion, these existing 
roof areas will continue to perform as 
designed for the remainder of their 
service life.  Semi-annual inspections of 
the roof will be performed by a 
registered roof consultant to outline 
routine maintenance needs.  Estimated 
replacement dates for the CLC and 
Youth and Family Building are 2020 
and 2024, respectively.   

Approved recommendation  

Replace the roof areas over the 
Sanctuary and Administrative Offices as 
soon as possible.  

Estimated cost                                                        

Terracon estimated the cost to replace 
the roofing above the Sanctuary and 
Administrative Offices is $200,000. 
The actual cost could be lower or 
higher depending on the extent of 
structural damages.  

 

2016 

Roof  

appeal 
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Flower 

Angels                 
You can help  

Ever sit in church on Sunday and 
wonder where the flowers on the altar 
came from?    

They might have come from the person 
sitting next to you.  Kinsmen is blessed 
with its own Flower Committee. The 
Flower Committee asks Kinsmen 
members to donate flowers in honor of, 
in memory of a loved one or in 
celebration of a family milestone.  The 
cost of the donation is $25.  Once you 
donate flowers, the “designer” buys the 
flowers and returns to Kinsmen’s flower 
room to design an altar and a narthex 
arrangement.      

After the 11 o’clock Sunday service is 
over, a committee member removes the 
altar and Narthex flowers to the Flower 
Room cooler.  The flowers remain in the 
cooler overnight and on Mondays a 
team of rearrangers break the floral 
pieces down to make smaller 
arrangements of flowers that are 
delivered to Kinsmen members and/or 
friends of Kinsmen.  If you have 
donated flowers for that week you will 
get a smaller arrangement delivered to 
you by someone from the church.  If 
you happen to be in the hospital and 
the office has been notified, we get 
flowers to you at the hospital.  If you 
are suffering from a loss of loved ones 
or if you are recuperating from illness 
or injury you may receive a floral 
arrangement also.  So, your $25 
donation of flowers does a lot of 
work.  It beautifies the Sanctuary for 

Saturday/Sunday services, it can honor 
a loved one’s memory, it can celebrate 
a loved one’s achievement, it can be 
given to the Glory of God, it can 
remind a Kinsmen member that others 
are thinking of them and it can remind 
a Kinsmen member that we celebrate 
their joy with them.       

Flower donors are needed.  Simply sign 
up online or on the flower chart on the 
bulletin board just off the narthex.    

Also, flower re-arrangers are 
needed.  The re-arrangers meet either 
Monday morning or Monday 
evening.  On the job training is 
provided.   

If you are interested contact Diane Smith or Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   

Timing                                                          

Over the past few months the 
Stewardship Team solicited advance 
commitments in an attempt to provide a 
strong “jump start” to this appeal. 
Members of the Church Council, the 
Stewardship Team, staff, and other 
members have already contributed to 
the appeal. We will announce the total 
amount of the “jump start” on 
September 3/4. We are now officially 
launching this appeal and setting a 
congregation participation goal of 
100%.  We are asking all members to 
make a commitment, regardless of the 
amount. We expect to initiate the roof 
replacement by the end of 2016 

following the evaluation of the 
proposals received from multiple 
vendors. Any funds received above the 
cost of the roof replacement will go 
toward any 2016 budget shortfall 
(which we currently had at the end of 
July) and then initial immediate media 
upgrades needs in the sanctuary.   

Your  commitment                       

Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration of this critical project. It is 
imperative that we replace the leaking 
roof surfaces as soon as possible to 
avoid higher costs associated with 
further damage to the building structure 
and potential damage to the furnishings 
and other contents within the sanctuary 

and offices due to further leakage. The 
urgency of this project is demonstrated 
by the fact that whenever it rains, 
multiple trash cans are placed on the 
floor to catch the leaking water.  We 
need to act and we need to act 
quickly.  Your generous support is 
greatly appreciated as we come 
together as the Kinsmen family and 
respond.   

  NOTE: When writing your check, 
please write “2016 Roof Appeal” on 

the note line of the check.    

Together in Christ,  

The Stewardship Team 
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Five years ago, Klein ISD began a mentoring program 
within its schools.      

What is mentoring?   

Adult mentors volunteer to help children from elementary 
through high school, achieve success by spending one-on-
one time each week; sharing activities, listening and 
providing encouragement. The key ingredient to mentoring 
is the relationship and bond between the mentor and 
student.   

Research proves that mentoring can be a powerful and 
positive force in the life of a young person. Benefits include:   

 Improvements in grades   

 Enhanced peer relationships   

 Positive attitudes   

 Increased self-confidence  

 With just a small investment of time each week, you can 
make a big difference in the life of a young person in Klein 
ISD. You just need to listen, show that you care, and share 
your life experiences. Mentors:  

 Commit to a one-school year time frame   

 Agree to meet with their student once a week, on 
campus, during the school day for 30-40 minutes, 
during the designated time.   

 Participate in the orientation/training session   

 Meet the district’s volunteer criteria   

 Adhere to the Volunteer Mentor Program Guidelines  

  Kinsmen member, Kathy Sutter had the pleasure of 
mentoring at Greenwood Forest Elementary and had these 
thoughts to share on her experience: Mentoring can be an 
intimidating step to take; will I be able to relate to this child? 
Can I make this kind of commitment? Will it make a 
difference? The answer is YES, YES and YES! Klein ISD 
matches you up with a child, equips you with starting points 
through their training session and the school lunch dates 
begin! Once a week I met one on one with my mentee over 
her lunch break. We played games mostly, or  sometimes I 
helped her study for the dreaded spelling test! It was a 
minimal commitment for me but a true highlight of the week 
for this CPS student. She had to move out of state so we only 
had one year together but she referred to me as her "special 
friend" - a title I relish.   

Being a mentor is simple and easy.  Simply reach out and 
be a friend to a young person for 30 minutes once a week.  
This is an opportunity to serve in our neighborhood.  You’ll 
be surprised that your presence and encouragement will 
nurture your mentee academically and personally.    

Take a moment to watch the Klein ISD mentoring video:  
www.kleinisd.net/mentor.    

KLEIN ISD 

If you are interested in mentoring at Greenwood Forest Elementary or any other school 
in Klein ISD, contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) or                           

visit the Klein ISD website.    

MENTORS WANTED & NEEDED 
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ENDOWMENT NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANY THANKS TO THE VISIONARY 

KINSMEN ENDOWMENT FUND 

PARTICIPANTS 

As you may know, Kinsmen’s 
Endowment Fund began in 1997 with 
a goal to begin funding projects once 
the Fund achieved $100,000.  It is so 
exciting that we have achieved that 
goal through the visionary generosity of 
Kinsmen members! 

The Kinsmen Endowment Committee is 
thrilled to announce that gifts to the 
Kinsmen Endowment Fund has made a 
very special project possible.  When 
you attended church the weekend of 
August 13th, you may have seen the 
new digital signs welcoming our guests 
and members to the Kinsmen Campus.   

The purpose of this project is to better 
serve Kinsmen members and guests.  
The “Welcome to Kinsmen” TVs will 

offer direction and clarification as to 
the many activities at Kinsmen.  In 
addition, the multi-media screens will 
offer a tool for story-telling and 
exemplifying Kinsmen’s mission in 
action by featuring pictures of activities 
and mission-driven events to enhance 
the Kinsmen experience.   

Your endowment gift makes 
projects like this possible and 
advances Kinsmen’s mission to 
inspire every generation to 
experience and share God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ. 

Thank you to everyone who made this 
project possible! 

 

Peace in Christ, 

The Kinsmen Endowment Committee:   
Loretta Castaño, Ron Reder, Craig Sutter, 
Melissa Turnquist, Pastor Beth Warpmaeker, 
and Larry Wendt  

                             

 

 

“We enjoy shade from 
trees we did not plant and 
water from wells we did 

not dig.”                        
Deuteronomy 6:11 

  July Noisy Offering Camp 

Hope donations update  

Thanks to your extraordinary 
generosity, Kinsmen Lutheran 

Church donated 3,544 diapers to 
Klein ISD!  

We also collected and donated 
over 500 pairs of underwear and 
almost 1,000 pairs of socks for 

Klein ISD.  

Thanks be to God!  
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noisy  

offering 
Lutheran Campus ministry– UH/Rice & Texas a&M/blinn college  

SEPTEMBER 10 & 11 

It is a Kinsmen tradition to collect a Noisy Offering on the 
second Sunday of the month for a mission partner.  This 
month’s mission partner is Lutheran Campus Ministry – 
University of Houston & Rice University and Treehouse 
Ministries which serves Texas A&M and Blinn College.    

We are a church that is energized by lively engagement in 
our faith and life. The mission of campus ministry in the 
ELCA is to invite people in academic settings to engage 
more deeply with the teachings of Jesus Christ and the 
community that bears his name, so that they can discover 
and fulfill their vocation as disciples.   
  
ELCA campus ministry is a Lutheran ministry for students, 
faculty, staff and others on campus, not just a ministry for 
Lutherans. It provides an ELCA presence at more than 180 
state and private colleges and universities with cooperating 
congregations in campus ministry at an additional 400 
campuses nationwide.  We are blessed to have 3 thriving 
Lutheran Campus Ministries in our Synod and two of the 
three are in the Houston area – University of Houston & Rice 
University and Treehouse Ministries that serves Texas A&M 
and Blinn College.    

Lutheran Campus Ministry exists to share the Good News of 
Jesus’ welcome and to support students, faculty, and staff as 
they engage life’s questions, God’s call, and the faith of 
Christ.  Lutheran Campus Ministry is active in responding to 
God’s call by serving others, seeking justice and extending 
God’s audacious grace.    

Kinsmen member, Cody Miller, has this to say about 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at University of Houston:    

Lutheran Campus Ministry has impacted my life because it 
gave me a place to connect with others in college as well as 
grow my faith. Being a part of Lutheran Campus Ministry 
gave people a platform to share their thoughts about faith 
with others in a judgement free place. Lutheran Campus 

Ministry is a place for all regardless of race, gender, sexual 
orientation and faith. I can honestly say that Lutheran 
Campus Ministry helped further, not only my faith, but my 
professional career, and it made my time at the University of 
Houston so much better.     

We will collect this Noisy Offering on September 10 & 
11.  Thanks be to God for the ministry of Lutheran Campus 
Ministry.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, September 14, Kinsmen Lutheran Church 
will be providing lunch at the University Houston on behalf 
of Lutheran Campus Ministry. We will be serving around 
250 meals to students, faculty, and other UH 
employees.  Your help is needed.  We are in need of 
cookies and/or brownies/bars for dessert.   

If you can help, please contact Lynnae Schatz 
(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  All donations would need to 
be at the church by 9 AM on Wednesday September 14.    

 

Sharing grace opportunity 
UH Lutheran Campus Ministry Lunch   
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For 6 years, Kinsmen has served a Free 
Community Thanksgiving Feast on 
Thanksgiving Day.   Every year 
the most intriguing question asked is, 
"How many did we serve?"  For the 
record, in 2015, the number was 652 
meals, but the Feast is more than the 
number of meals served. It's the stories 
that you leave with that determine the 
difference you made in someone's life, 
whether that be the life of a guest or 
even your own.  Rachel Velotas has this 
story to share:    

Kinsmen’s Thanksgiving Feast is an 
annual event that, over the last six 
years, has become a time when I look 
forward to being with my church family 
as well as families from the community, 
especially the Robinsons.  

The Robinsons are not members of 
Kinsmen, yet during the very first year 
of the Thanksgiving Feast, they heard 
an advertisement about it on KSBJ and 

decided that they would like to 
volunteer.  They arrived towards the 
end of the feast, with their son in tow, 
and offered to help with the clean-
up.  While they helped, their son joined 
me at the children’s craft table to make 
a Christmas ornament.  What a joy it 
was to talk with their little boy!  He just 
chatted away about school, his 
teachers, and all the things he was 
learning.  After clean-up, the 
Robinsons were thanked, and they 
were on their way.  

I honestly thought that was probably the 
only time I’d see this family.  Well, the 
Robinsons have shown up every, single 
year to help with the Thanksgiving 
Feast!  But every time they come, they 
not only have their son with them, but 
they also have some other children with 
them whom they are fostering.  

It’s been wonderful over the last six 
years to see how their son has grown 

and is maturing, and it is especially 
wonderful to get to interact with and 
get to know their different foster 
children.  I’m really looking forward to 
this year’s Thanksgiving Feast and will 
be thrilled to see the Robinsons.  I can’t 
wait to see how much their son has 
grown and to see their foster kids!  

Kinsmen will be hosting its 7th Annual 
Community Thanksgiving Feast on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 
2016.  The meal will be served from 
11AM –1:30PM The 5th Annual 
5K/10K Run/Walk for your Turkey will 
also be held that morning at 8AM. 
Volunteers are needed to make these 
events a success.   

Interested in helping or learning more?  Contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  
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GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 

AUGUST 2016 

Flower Delivery 38 

grace 
Glimpses  

of 

KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE ‐ CHURCH ONLY 

Operating Highlights for July 2016 

  Budget Actual Variance 

Income $131,059 $125,780 $5,279 

Expense $154,338 $132,032 $22,306 

Net ($23,279) ($6,252) ($17,027) 

year to date  
Total Income $973,764 $930,371 $43,393 

Total Expense $973,185 $962,891 $10,294 

Net $579 ($32,520) $33,099 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE  

JULY 2016  
Noisy Offering/Camp Hope for Klein ISD $1,076.97 
General Mission Support $8,845.28 
Designated Mission Support $486.30 
Disaster Funds/Good Samaritan Fund  June $1,000.00 
Disaster Funds/Good Samaritan Fund $2,000.00 
Life Center $750.00 

   

JULY TOTAL $14,158.55 
YTD TOTAL $101,622.48 
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the informa on listed above is 

incorrect, please no fy the church office. (jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

September Birthdays 
Horner, Joan   9/1 

Straube, Leila   9/1 

Olsen, Jr. Axel   9/1 

Kridner, Bobbie   9/1 

Jacobs, Barbara  9/2 

Menk, Darlene   9/2 

Schmoll, Do e  9/2 

Pierce, Gerald   9/2 

Milner, Robin   9/2 

Hall, Spencer  9/3 

Abel, Wilma   9/3 

Thomas, Paul   9/3 

Nash, Jennifer  9/3 

Intschert, Linda   9/4 

Fretwell, David   9/4 

England, John  9/5 

Eastling, Imogen  9/5 

Johnson, Allison  9/5 

Needham, John  9/6 

Berger, Dennis   9/6 

Kulhanek, Breean   9/7 

Foor, Janeen   9/7 

Cox, Sterling   9/7 

Ruen, Jason  9/8 

Lee, Ryann   9/8 

Gerber, Norman   9/8 

Nolan, James  9/9 

Webb, Kerry   9/9 

Engle, Benita   9/9 

Matson, Emma  9/9 

Dugas, James   9/10 

Jensvold, Marc   9/10 

Ritchey, John   9/10 

Simpson, Donald   9/11 

Strickler, Craig   9/11 

Kregel, Ethel   9/11 

Bayer, Douglas   9/12 

Castano, Lore a   9/12 

Jones, Michael   9/12 

Wi nebel, Donna   9/12 

Parliament, Cindy   9/12 

Weber, Robert  9/12 

Castano, Lore a   9/12 

Jones, Michael   9/12 

Wi nebel, Donna   9/12 

Parliament, Cindy   9/12 

Weber, Robert  9/12 

Elkington, Beth   9/12 

Blackwell, Virginia  9/13 

Holzman, Deborah   9/13 

Smith, Mark   9/13 

Kulhanek, Dan   9/13 

Schraeder, Wanda   9/13 

Brown, Jerid   9/14 

Herwig, Pa   9/14 

Blair, Leah   9/15 

Pate, Mike   9/15 

England, Kaitlyn   9/15 

Clark, Taylor   9/16 

Schertle, Herman   9/16 

No , Megan  9/16 

Campos, Clem  9/17 

Young, Trevor   9/17 

Pate, Laura  9/17 

Rosendale, Cynthia   9/17 

Williams, Jennifer  9/18 

Bair, Amanda   9/18 

Sifuentes, Victoria  9/18 

Shafer, Olivia   9/18 

Weber, Cathy  9/19 

Harvey, Alexandra   9/19 

Robertson, Kolena   9/20 

Rizzo, Mark  9/20 

Jensvold, Taran  9/20 

Ward, Johnathan  9/20 

Vindiola, Chris an  9/21 

Hughes, Kevin   9/21 

Perry, Colton  9/22 

Su er, Kathy  9/22 

Alderman, Mary Jane   9/22 

Lund, Shirley  9/22 

Turnquist, Carolyn  9/22 

Timmerman, Peyton   9/22 

Johnson, David   9/22 

Karker, Alexandra   9/23 

Clark, Richard   9/23 

Miller, Cassandra   9/25 

England, Kelsey  9/26 

Mc Anear, Mason   9/26 

Wietstruck, Gretchen   9/26 

Jones, Devin  9/26 

Jeremenko, Sharon   9/27 

Van Deilen, Harry  9/27 

Reder, Ione   9/27 

Petrucciani, Nancy  9/28 

Hardy, William  9/28 

Plumley, Tyler  9/28 

Jyrkama, Hope   9/29 

Keeling, Ryan  9/29 

Cillis, Jessica  9/29 

Swerdon, Rachael   9/29 

Meyer, Anna   9/30 

Kinler, Andrea   9/30 

Montalvo, Danny   9/30 

Dunshee, Sue   9/30 



Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  
plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 
 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 
 
Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Ministry  
 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 
 
Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life  
 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 
 
Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 
 
Julie Hughes, Office Manager 
 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 
 
Arnea Williams, Communications Director 
 awilliams@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 
 
George Skirm, Director of Media 
 gskirm@kinsmenlutheran.org  
 
Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports  
 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 
 
Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 
 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 
 
Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  
Co-coordinator 
 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             
Co-coordinator 
 chosentenor@gmail.com 
 
Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     
Children's Music 
 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 
 
Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 
 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 
 
Sherrie McMahon, Organist 
 smcmahon@kinsmenlutheran.org 
 
Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 
 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 
 
Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before &     
After Care 
 tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 
 
Ruben Aranda, Custodian 
 
Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Membership 

Connection  
is a monthly publication 
of Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 
15th day of each month 
or the previous church 
business day if the 
deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 
holiday. Articles are 
preferred electronically, 
but may be faxed or 
hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 
Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 
Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 
more information. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFORMAL 

WORSHIP 

Saturdays  

5:30 PM 
 

TRADITIONAL 
WORSHIP 

Sundays  

8:15 & 11 AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 
WORSHIP 

Sundays   

9:30 AM 
 

COMMUNION 
OFFERED AT ALL 
SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 
BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9 AM 

 

EDUCATION 
HOUR  (ALL AGES) 
9:30 AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  
9 AM—5 PM 
Friday  
9 AM—12 PM 
 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    
281-444-1733 FAX 
kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 


