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Pastor’s word  
In the book Missional Church: A 

Vision for the Sending of the 

Church in North 

America, Darrell Guder writes 

about how the “missional life will 

call forth a people who live by 

standards of judgment and action quite different from those of 

the culture in which they are set” and how “leadership gifts will 

not be found in a single individual.”[1] Similar comments can 

be found in the book The Abundant Community which 

emphasizes that in any given location “people have gifts we 

need for a really strong community. And many of them 

desperately need to be asked to join and contribute.”[2] So 

many of you have joined and contributed to the missional life 

of this congregation. You are leading in various ways to make 

our community of faith strong for the sake of God’s mission. 

Thank you!   

During the month of November, we take time to say “Thank 

you” and reflect on the many things that have blessed our lives 

during the past year. As your pastor, there are SO MANY of 

you and so many things I am thankful for that are going on in 

the life of this congregation. I cannot list everyone or 

everything, but there are some leadership gifts in this 

congregation I want to highlight:  

First, thank you for your generous commitments and 

contributions toward the roof replacement! As of October 27, 

there have been 218 of you who have participated for a total 

of $230,307. So thank you for your generosity over and 

above your regular, faithful giving!   

Thank you to the Campus Management team and additional 

members who have been working very hard on immediate 

facility issues as well as longer term planning. We have a 

great team with abundant expertise leading and guiding the 

roof replacement (and other) projects.   

Thank you to the Stewardship Team members who have been 

making calls about supporting the roof appeal while planning 

for our annual stewardship emphasis this month. The team and 

I are very excited for us to read the book Giving to 

God together and to have Dr. Mark Allan Powell preaching 

and speaking on November 5-6. They are also planning to 

lead another session of Financial Peace University in January.  

Thank you to the expanded Long Range Vision team (we have 

called them the Participatory Action Research or PAR Team) 

that has been doing research on the context around the church 

during the past year. We have had a total of 19 meetings 

since November 2015. This team has now completed their 

work as a larger team and they will be forming new ministry 

teams or bringing what they have learned into existing teams. 

Please read the fuller report of their work that will be in the 

Annual Report. At our last meeting in October, they finalized 

recommendations that were taken to the Church Council.   

The Church Council has done some good work this past year. 

Our meetings have focused on some serious issues and we 

have had a bit of fun as well. The Council has now tweaked 

the recommendations brought from the Long Range Vision/PAR 

team and the following will be our new 2017 Priorities:  

1. Increase engagement and participation of people from all 

cultures in the body of Christ at Kinsmen.   

2. Engage young adults in experiencing and sharing God’s 

grace in Jesus Christ.  

3. Grow disciples who will grow God’s church beyond the 

walls of Kinsmen.  

4. Improve the effectiveness of Kinsmen’s communication to the 

congregation and community about:   

     a. Lutheran identity and,  

     b. Ministry and events  

Thank you to those involved in the training for the 

Neighborhood Missional Groups with Pastor Mark. These 

leaders will be instrumental to our third 2017 priority. And the 

Community of Hope lay ministers have already started to grow 

God’s church beyond the walls of Kinsmen through visiting and 

leading worship services at assisted living centers.   

For God’s abundant blessings in this community—for the 

visionary leadership, the abundant gifts, the servant leaders, 

and the strong faith in God—I am so thankful. It is a privilege 

to be in mission and ministry with all of you and I am excited 

about where God is leading us!  

Please make sure to pick up an Annual Report for a lengthier 

explanation of the above items.  

 

 

 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Beth Warpmaeker 

Senior Pastor 

Grace and Peace,

[1] Darrell L. Guder and Lois Barrett, Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America, The Gospel and Our Culture Series (Grand Rapids, MI: 

W.B. Eerdmans Pub., 1998), 214.  

[2] John McKnight and Peter Block, The Abundant Community: Awakening the Power of Families and Neighborhoods, 1st ed. (San Francisco, CA: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 

Inc., 2010), 138. 

https://word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&WOPISrc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2F%5Fvti%5Fbin%2Fwopi%2Eashx%2Ffiles%2F70f74180c55c46288975153e108367d8&&&sc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoin
https://word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&WOPISrc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2F%5Fvti%5Fbin%2Fwopi%2Eashx%2Ffiles%2F70f74180c55c46288975153e108367d8&&&sc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoin
https://word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&WOPISrc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2F%5Fvti%5Fbin%2Fwopi%2Eashx%2Ffiles%2F70f74180c55c46288975153e108367d8&&&sc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoin
https://word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&WOPISrc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2F%5Fvti%5Fbin%2Fwopi%2Eashx%2Ffiles%2F70f74180c55c46288975153e108367d8&&&sc=https%3A%2F%2Fkinsmenlutheran%2Esharepoin


November 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

  3 

sermon series  

Oct. 30  1 Kings 17:1-16; Luke 4:24-26 Expression of Faith  

Nov. 6  Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10; Matthew 6:19-14 Stewardship as a Path to Spirituality   

Nov. 13  Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:8-10 Faithful Giving 

Nov. 20  
Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34; 

Luke 22:19-20 
Giving from the Heart 

Generosity is an act of worship, an expression of 

faith, and a spiritual practice. It is a way of life 

that helps us grow in our faith. It is also a 

practice that teaches us how to be more like 

Christ. We nurture this way of life because of our 

desire to make a difference in the world and 

because of our love for God. Together let us 

deepen our commitment to God’s purposes and 

imitate Christ. With unclenched fists let us 

explore how this will change us and change the 

world around us.   

NEW sermon series  Thanksgiving Eve Worship   

Now Thank We All Our God.  We will gather together to celebrate 

Thanksgiving worship with Holy Communion on November 23, 2016  

at 7 PM.    

The Season of Advent  
Greening of the Sanctuary  

Join in on the fun of decorating the sanctuary for Advent and  

Christmas on Saturday, November 26 at 12 noon. Contact  

Karen Crisler or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   

This is a great family tradition to begin the season of Advent.  

Advent begins the weekend of November 26/27. Mark your calendars for 

Wednesday Advent Mid-Week worship at 7PM.    

Midweek Advent worship using Holden Evening Prayer will be held 

November 30, December 7 and December 14 at 7 PM.  The December 14 

service will be child-led.  On December 21, we will have a "Longest 

Night" evening worship service.  

Child-Led Christmas Worship  

Once again the children of Kinsmen Lutheran Church and Kinsmen  

Children's Academy will be leading worship on Wednesday, December 

14 at 7 PM. We will need children to lead worship and parents to help 

with rehearsals, costumes, and the night of worship. Would you like to 

participate? Contact Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org).

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
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As a congregation, we are reading Dr. Mark Allan Powell’s book Giving 

to God: The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life. On Novem-

ber 5-6, Dr. Powell will be our guest preacher at all worship services. After 

worship at noon, on November 6, he will speak at an informal potluck 

meal and sign books. Below is the reading schedule for Giving to God.  

 

 

 

 

When/How to Purchase the book: Giving to God  

You may purchase the book by Mark Allan Powell entitled Giving to God: 

The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life online or download 

it on Kindle on your own.  

If you use Amazon, shop at smile.amazon.com. Before ordering, select 

“Kinsmen Lutheran Church” as your charitable organization, and Amazon will donate a portion of this and other Ama-

zon purchases to the church.   

On Novem-

6, Dr. Powell will be our guest preacher at all worship services. After 

“Kinsmen Lutheran Church” as your charitable organization, and Amazon will donate a portion of this and other Ama-

Mark Allan Powell is a Lutheran pastor and the Robert and Phyllis Leatherman Professor of 

New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary. He is editor of the Harper Collins Bible Dictionary 

and author of more than 100 articles and 25 books on the Bible and religion. Powell has 

held a number of positions in the academic guild of theological studies. He has also served 

for many years as editor of the Society of Biblical Literature's dissertation series and he has 

been on the editorial boards of numerous professional journals. Powell is best known to many 

students of religion as the author of a few widely used textbooks like Introducing the New 

Testament (Baker Academic, 2009). He has also written books in the areas of spiritual  

formation (Loving Jesus), stewardship (Giving To God), and homiletics (What Do They Hear?: 

Bridging the Gap between Pulpit and Pew). A set of DVDs called How Lutherans Understand 

the Bible received widespread use throughout the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. An ecumenical, global scholar, 

Powell has for served for many years as a Protestant on the Executive Committee of the Catholic Biblical Association, 

and he has taught at seminaries in Estonia, Russia, and Tanzania. He has also spent considerable time in college and at 

a church in Texas, so we look forward to welcoming him back to Texas at Kinsmen Lutheran Church November 5 and 6, 2016.  

B.A., Texas Lutheran College, 1975; M.Div., Trinity Lutheran Seminary, 1980; Ph.D., Union Theological Seminary, VA, 

1988; Pastorates: Pasadena, TX, 1980-84; Richmond, VA, 1984-86; Assistant Professor of New Testament, Trinity,  

1987-92; Director of Continuing Education and Post-Graduate Studies, Trinity, 1989-92; Associate Professor of New  

Testament, Trinity, 1992-97; Robert and Phyllis Leatherman Professor of New Testament, Trinity, 1998-present.  

   

Introducing Mark Allan Powell 

Mark Allan Powell

New Testament at

and author of more than 100 articles and 25 books on the Bible and religion. Powell has 

held a number of positions in the academic guild of theological studies. He has also served 

for many years as editor of the Society of Biblical Literature's dissertation series and he has 

been on the editorial boards of numerous professional journals. Powell is best known to many 

students of religion as the author of a few widely used textbooks like

Testament

formation (

Bridging the Gap between Pulpit and Pew

Introducing Mark Allan Powell

The Reading Schedule for Giving to God  

Oct. 24-30 Chapters 1-2  

Oct. 31-Nov. 6 Chapters 3-4  

Nov 7- 13 Chapters 5-6  

Nov. 14-20 Chapter 7  

Mark Allan Powell will be our guest preacher 

the weekend of November 5-6!  

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_Lutheran_Seminary
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As part of a sermon series, artists were invited to submit their depiction of “Generous Life”—in painting, photography, 

video, sculpture, fiber or any other medium. Questions to prompt creative responses were: What does generous life look 

like? What does generous life sound like? What does generous life feel like? How do we experience generous life?  

How do we know when we see generous life? 

EXHIBITION DATES AND LOCATION: The exhibition will be on display from October 29 to November 20, 2016,  

at Kinsmen Lutheran Church.  

ART EXHIBIT RECEPTION/ POTLUCK: Contributing artists and the congregation are invited to attend a POTLUCK 

meal on November 6 at 12:15 pm. We will hear Dr. Mark Allen Powell, author of the book: Giving to God, speak on 

“Duty and Delight.” The Generous Life art exhibit will also be featured at this time.  

The Generous Life Potluck -  Generous Life Potluck… We will be having an old fashioned potluck luncheon on  

Sunday November 6 at 12 noon.  During the potluck we will hear Dr. Mark Allan Powell present  Duty and Delight:   

Surprisingly Good News about Stewardship and sign books.  Please bring a dish to pass that will serve at least 

eight people.   

FOOD ASSIGNMENTS (by the first letter of your last name)  

A thru I - Please bring a side dish (salads, beans, hot sides, etc.)  

J thru S -  Please bring a meat dish (chicken, brisket, brats, etc.)  

T thru Z - Please bring dessert  

Mealtime Speaker Topic: "Duty and Delight: Surprisingly Good News about Stewardship"  

What the Bible actually teaches about stewardship – time, talents, and treasures – is surprisingly good news! With good 

humor and a high degree of self-disclosure, Bible scholar Mark Allan Powell traces his journey from being a notoriously 

bad steward who hated the church’s annual “fund-drives” to discovering the biblical pathway “from duty to delight.”  

Simply put, biblical stewardship is about enjoying a closer, more joyful relationship with our God. As presented in the Bible, 

stewardship is not just about fund-raising: it is a way of life–and for many of us, it just might be the way to a better life!  

Generous Life  
2016  Art  Exhibit and  Potluck  Meal  
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UPCOMING  

ABENDMUSIK 

December 4 

at 

6:00 PM 

CONCERTS 

Abendmusik and the Kinsmen Lutheran 

Music Ministry invite you to join us for 

our annual holiday concert on  

December 4 at 6 PM in the sanctuary.  

All of our musicians – big and small,  

singing, ringing and more – will be there. 

This year our theme is international and 

we will present carols, readings,  

traditions and treats from around the 

world. We hope you will join us for this 

unique evening of music and fellowship!  
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Consecration Weekend—November 12/13  
On Consecration Weekend we, as a congregation, support GOD's mission and ministry for the coming year.  

It is a day when you have an opportunity to say “thank you” to God for the gifts that you have been given. It is a day when 

you make a commitment to God about your 2017 estimate of giving. Early in November you will receive your commitment 

card in the mail. We ask that you bring your completed card to worship with you on Consecration Weekend. Consecration 

Weekend will be celebrated November 12/13.  

Thank you for your generosity in the past.  As you reflect on the appropriate level of committed giving for 2017, please  

consider that as Christians we believe that God gives us all we have and we, in turn, give back to him in response to his  

generosity.  This allows us to share His grace through our faithful and generous support of the ministry at Kinsmen.  As you 

prayerfully consider “Giving to God,” allow your faith to guide you to the right commitment level.  Through this process,  

God will provide guidance and encouragement and, as found in 2 Corinthians 9:8, “you will be enriched in every way  

for your generosity”. 

Grace and Peace, 

The Stewardship Committee 

Kinsmen's Annual Meeting will be held on 

November 13 immediately following the  

11 AM worship service. Agenda items  

include but are not limited to the 2017  

proposed budget and Council Nominees 

whose three-year terms begin in January 

2017. On November 1, a link to the Annual 

Report will be emailed. There will be a limited 

number of hard copies available at the  

 

we will gather in the gym to experience  

family with a meal of brats and beer.   

Grief and Healing  
If you or someone you know are grieving the death of a loved one or a loss of any kind, either recently or long ago, 

please come to Kinsmen for a special time for worship and prayer on Saturday November 5 at 3:30 PM.   We will be 

meeting in the Community Room and close with 5:30 PM Saturday evening worship. Please RSVP by contacting 

Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  May God’s grace and peace comfort you.      

All Saints Weekend 
All Saints Weekend is a long-standing Christian tradition of connecting 

the Church in heaven with the church on earth. As we remember the long 

history of saints that have gone before us, we celebrate those individuals 

who have entered the Church in heaven during the past 12 months. 

Please note that this weekend is also an appropriate time for memorial 

gifts to the Endowment Fund for the Glory of God and in loving memory 

of a loved one. 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
http://kinsmenlutheran.org/resources/onlinegiving.html
http://kinsmenlutheran.org/resources/onlinegiving.html
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Birth-5th Grade 

Watch your email for more information!   
If you do not receive the Children’s Ministry Newsletter at the beginning of each month, please let Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

We are taking registrations for children as young as  
6-weeks-old and up to 13-years-old!                                                                                   

Download the registration forms at www.kinsmenlutheran.org or contact Sara 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for more information.  

2ND GRADE STEWARDSHIP MILESTONE  

November 6 & 13 at 9:30AM in the Community 

Room   

2nd graders and their parents are invited to join us while we learn 

more about Stewardship—a fancy word for how we give back to 

God with our time, talents, and treasures.   

Milestones are a time for the church to help equip parents to fulfill 

baptismal promises.  Parents and children should join us for this 

important time from 9:30—10:30 AM in the Community Room.  

The 2nd Grade Milestone Celebration will be November 15  

at 11 AM worship. 

Kindergarteners! Join us for your milestone November 27 

December 4 in the Community Room from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.

We will be learning about the seasons of the church and the 

parts of worship.  Make sure you bring your parents for this  

great opportunity to learn together!  We will celebrate with our 

 

This time of year is so fun at KCA with all our  

celebrations!  On October 31st the preschool  

classes trick-or-treated through the office halls at  

Kinsmen. Check out Facebook for some more  

fun photos!  

The preschoolers are 

planning their  

annual Thanksgiving 

Feast where the  

Pilgrims   

(4 year old class) 

and Indians (3 year 

old class) have a 

meal together.   

Watch Facebook for 

photos of our feast!  

KCA Update  

Watch your email for more information!  

Kinsmen. Check out Facebook for some more 

The preschoolers are 

annual Thanksgiving 

and Indians (3 year 

Watch Facebook for 

photos of our feast!

mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
http://www.kinsmenlutheran.org/
mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Youth & Parents, if you’re not 

receiving the youth e-news,  

please notify Pastor Mark! please notify Pastor Mark!

6th-12th Grade 

Junior High @ LUTHERHILL          
A Weekend of Retreat – November 11-13 

Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade are invited to attend this impactful 

weekend. If finances are a barrier, partial scholarships 

are available. Register today at lutherhill.org!   

Lutherhill  

Thanksgiving is a great time to give God thanks by serving. During the month of November, there will be several  

opportunities for you to serve through Run for your Turkey and the Thanksgiving Feast.  We encourage you to connect  

with one of these ways to share God’s love with your neighbor.  Look for more information in upcoming Youth and  

Family emails.  

A Week of Summer Camp 

One of the best parts of the Confirmation experience is summer 

camp at Lutherhill.  Find a way to join us for this week of growing 

closer in friendship and deeper in faith.  

We'll learn together from cabin Bible studies and camp-wide  

worships.  We will challenge ourselves on the ropes course.  We 

will have a blast through afternoon and All Camp activities.  Partial 

Scholarships are available.  Look for registration information in  

future Youth and Family emails.  Contact Pastor Mark  

mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org if you have any questions.  

Sharing Grace Opportunities for  High School Youth   

mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Wednesday Night Suppers  

Throughout the school year, Kinsmen offers a hot meal that includes salad  

and dessert on Wednesday evenings.  The meals are served from  

5:45-6:45PM. The cost is $5 for those 13 and over;  

$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old and free for those under 3.   

Takeout meals are available.   

NOVEMBER Menu  
 

NOVEMBER 2 

Spaghetti 

NOVEMBER 9                   

Stir Fry  

NOVEMBER 16 

Pork Roast 

NOVEMBER  30 

Meat Loaf                   

                 

On November 10 at 6:30 PM Kinsmen is hosting a 

CPR training class. This class is led by a local  

EMT/firefighter who will train you in adult, child and 

infant CPR and AED training as well. Email Sara 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) to register. We will offer 

a light dinner of pizza for those interested and the 

cost of the class is $25. 

Save the date! The Kinsmen 

children are going to Lutherhill 

the week of June 11. If your 

child is in 1st grade now they 

can go from Sunday to 

Wednesday. If your child is in 

2nd-5th grade they can go from 

Sunday to Friday!  

Register at www.lutherhill.org.  

The holidays are fast approaching. How will you carve out time to make this 

holiday season truly meaningful?  

"The Fall Family Retreat was our first Lutherhill experience but it sure won't be 

our last.  Our entire family had a wonderful time.  It was a great mix of  

community and worship and fun, with plenty of chances for us to go off and 

just have some quality family time together." - Kinsmen member, Eric Turnquist  

Another family said this: "When I registered us for this fall family retreat  

weekend, I didn't realize it would end up being in the middle of a couple  

abnormally busy weeks. I technically didn't "have time" to take a break, but I'm so glad I had a reason to take a day off, 

be in nature, and spend time with my sweet little family."  

Doesn't that sound like a lovely way to break up the craziness of December? Register now to travel with your family—and 

your Kinsmen family to Lutherhill for a weekend to relax, reconnect, and enjoy each other!  

Cost: $80 Adults (13 years and older)/ $55 Youth (12 years and younger) / 3 and younger are free!  

Register at www.lutherhill.org to save your spot!  

Lutherhill Family Advent Retreat – December 9-11  

Are you ready to think  
about summer yet?!  

mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
http://www.lutherhill.org/
http://www.lutherhill.org/
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In an effort to create a place for people who feel far from God 

to belong before they believe, leaders are being trained to 

launch future neighborhood missional groups.  The training is 

helping us understand what it means to operate as a family on 

mission and how build a culture of discipleship to power our 

missional purpose.  

Though the training is underway, it is not too late to join.  If you 

would like to be a part of learning how we can together live 

out the church's calling to be red hot center of life and mis-

sion, contact Pastor Mark.  

Are you interested in a  

Kinsmen-led trip focusing on  

Lutheran Reformation history?  

When Martin Luther posted his  

“Ninety-five Theses” on the church  

door in Wittenberg in 1517, no one 

expected the breadth of evangelical reforms in Christian  

teaching and practice that followed. In every dimension of  

Christian faith a renewed trust in God’s forgiving mercy  

replaced a reliance on teachings and practices that, like the  

sale of indulgences, were vulnerable to abuse and corruption. 

Nearly 500 years later, the results of this evangelical  

confidence in God’s forgiving and liberating Word are evident 

today in Christian communities of all types. In the years leading 

to 2017 ELCA members, congregations and synods will  

observe the anniversary of this evangelical reformation in a 

variety of ways. Several members of Kinsmen Lutheran Church 

are interested in planning a Reformation Tour of Germany.  

Are you interested?  

We need to have a minimum of eight people interested before we will begin serious planning. If you were unable to 

attend the interest meeting on October 30th and you are interested, please email Pastor Beth at 

bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org   

Sunday, November 27  

9:30—10:30AM  
Bring your friends, family, and neighbors to the 

Community Room to learn more about the season 

of Advent together. You’ll come away with a new 

faith practice to do together along with a hands-on 

activity.  This replaces Sunday School for the day, 

and all ages are invited! In order to ensure 

we have enough supplies, you must RSVP 

by November 20 to Sara 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

500th Anniversary Trip  

Neighborhood Missional Group Leader  

Training has begun  

Lutheran Reformation history?

door in Wittenberg in 1517, no one 

sale of indulgences, were vulnerable to abuse and corruption.

Anniversary Trip 

Advent Family Activity  

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
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As is our custom,  we collect a Noisy Offering one  

weekend every month to support a Mission Partner.   

November’s Mission Partner is Lutheran World Relief. 

 

Hurricane Matthew made landfall in the southern region 

of Haiti on October 4, 2016 as one of the worst storms to 

hit the island nation in nearly a decade. Lutheran World 

Relief is responding to the immediate needs of people in 

Haiti and making plans to assist farmers whose crops will 

likely be damaged in the storm. You can help.  Our  

November Noisy Offering will be given to Lutheran World 

Relief for Hurricane Matthew – Haiti Fund.    

In addition to financial giving, you can help by making 

quilts.  Quilting is easy and training is provided.  You can 

quilt at Kinsmen on November 12 and/or 19 from  

9 AM – 1 PM in the gym.  Contact Connie Jackson, Maryellen Madsen or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

for more information.    

NOVEMBER Noisy Offering 
Lutheran World Relief 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Thank you to all of you who contributed to the 2016 

Roof Appeal!  

I have good news. As of October 27, 2016, we have 

218 households who have already responded to the 

roof need and their generosity has resulted in 

commitments of $230,307. 

Thank you for caring for God’s mission and ministry 

here at Kinsmen! 

2016 

Roof  
Appeal update 

 
Financial Peace University  

by Dave Ramsey 

PASTOR and STAFF GIFTS 
As we prepare to enter into Advent season leading to  

Christmas, our hearts turn to the miracle of Jesus, and the 

glories of His birth. We begin planning celebration through 

decorations, gatherings, and gifts. As these preparations 

begin, and the lists grow, please remember to reflect on the 

gifts that the pastors and staff at Kinsmen have shared with 

all of us. As in years past, we will be collecting a monetary 

gift for those who have supported the spiritual life of Jesus’ 

church.  I will send another reminder as we get closer to 

Christmas. For now, please consider adding those who 

have been a blessing to Kinsmen to your celebration plan-

ning list. Or, if you’d rather, donations can be made at any 

time, by marking “Pastors and Staff” on the envelope that 

you place in the mail or offering plate. 

Glory to God in the Highest, 

Michelle Ivey 

2016 Church Council President  

by Dave Ramsey

For a second year in a row, Kinsmen will be offering the 

Dave Ramsey course Financial Peace University  (FPU).   

It is a plan that teaches God's ways of handling  

money.  The course begins in January 2017. Look for 

more details in December on how to register.   
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Live well 2016 

November is Home Care and Hospice Month.  Many are  

able to determine what Home Care is but questions about 

Hospice continue.  Kathleen Masiko provides the information  

on Hospice.    

What is Hospice?    

Hospice affirms life! The hospice philosophy is living life to 

the best ability available and focuses upon its quality. 

Existing to provide support and care for persons in the last 

phases of incurable disease so that they might live as fully 

and comfortably as possible, hospice recognizes dying as a 

normal process and neither hastens nor postpones death. 

Instead, hospice exists with hope and belief that through 

appropriate care and the support of a caring community 

sensitive to their needs, patients and families may be free to 

attain a satisfactory degree of mental and spiritual 

preparation for the end of life.  The object is to treat the 

whole person, not just the disease. The hospice care 

philosophy focuses on patient/family centered care that 

promotes dignity and respect to the individual. The 

Interdisciplinary health care team works with the patient  

and family to design and implement a plan of care unique  

to the patient’s illness and needs.   

What is Hospice Care?  

Hospice is a level of care chosen to support the person who 

is terminally ill.   Hospice care is provided by a specially 

trained team that cares for the “whole person” which 

includes their physical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs. 

The Interdisciplinary health care team consists of a the 

hospice Medical Director, the Attending Physician, a RN /

Case Manager, a Home Health Aide, a Social Worker and 

Chaplain. Volunteers are available as well. Hospice provides 

support to family members caring for their loved one. 

Hospice care is generally provided in the home.  It can also 

be provided wherever someone calls home, that includes 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care and Long 

Term Care Centers (Nursing Homes). Hospice is for 

individuals with a life-limiting illness. Hospice focuses on 

comfort and quality of life by aggressively treating symptoms, 

conditions, and pain.  The goal is to keep the patient 

comfortable rather than cure them.    

Criteria for Hospice services  

The person’s physician and the Hospice Medical Director 

certify the individual is terminally ill which means the 

individual has six months or less to live if the disease runs its 

expected course.  The person agrees they are choosing 

hospice care instead of aggressive treatment for the illness.  

There are a multitude of illnesses or diagnoses for Hospice 

Care.  They include: Cancer, End Stage Cardiac Disease, 

End Stage Pulmonary Disease,  End Stage Alzheimer’s, 

Neurological illnesses (Strokes, Parkinson's, Multiple 

Sclerosis, ALS, Huntington Chorea etc.), End stage Liver 

Disease, Renal Failure, and HIV.  

A person remains on hospice services as long as they 

continue to meet the criteria set by Medicare or their primary 

insurance for the disease process they were admitted to 

hospice for.  The individual is re-evaluated to verify criteria 

are met every 60 – 90 days.    

How is Hospice Reimbursed?  

Hospice care is reimbursed on a per diem basis. The 

Medicare reimbursement for hospice care is a set rate per 

day. There are four hospice rates, each linked to a level of 

care hospice provides. They include: routine home care, 

general impatient care, respite care and continuous care.  

Hospice falls under the Medicare Part A benefit.   Congress’s 

Medicare Hospice Benefit of 1983 was established to ensure 

that all Medicare beneficiaries could access high-quality  

end –of –life care. Hospice became an optional Medicaid 

benefit as a part of the Consolidated Omnibus Budget 

Reconciliation Act of 1985 (COBRA’85).   More than 80%  

of hospice recipients are Medicare beneficiaries.   

What Does the Medicare Hospice Benefit Include?  

 Medications related to the illness   

 Equipment and supplies needed and/or related to the 

illness  

 Services from the Interdisciplinary team: activities of daily 

living care from Home Health Aide, RN visits, life review 

and end of life planning from the Social Worker, 

and support from the Chaplain.  

 Celebration of life.   

 Availability 24 -7 by phone for after hour needs, with 

unscheduled visits by the team as needed.   

 Bereavement counseling for the family and loved ones for 

up to 13 months.  

You may look up more information regarding hospice on the 

National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization at  

www. NHCPO.org.  

Take  s ome  t ime  t o  l i v e  we l l !  
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Two families, who are best friends, have served 

beverages at every Feast.  They are not members of 

Kinsmen.  In 2015, the mom, dad and son were missing 

from the second family, but an older lady was with family 

#1.  I learned that the son of family #2 was hospitalized 

at Texas Children’s Hospital with cardiac issues and mom 

and dad still wanted their daughter to serve so they had 

Grandma who was visiting from New York come to serve 

beverages in their absence with the granddaughter.  

A middle aged man had been at every Feast with his 

Father.  I noted that the father was not with the son and 

asked where he was. The man informed me that his father 

had died earlier in 2015 and he wanted to come to the 

Feast as a way to remember special times he and his 

father had shared.   

A mother with four school aged children had come to 

every Feast.  Mom shared with me that she marked the 

Feast on her calendar as soon as the flyer came home 

from school.  In 2015 this family – yes dad too – came to 

the Feast.    

Another lady who was a regular Feast attendee came to 

the Feast without her mother.  When I asked about her 

mother she shared that her mother had just died on 

Monday of that week and the funeral and visitation were 

on Friday and Saturday. This lady shared that even 

though she was grieving, she was grateful she was able 

to share Thanksgiving with an adopted family.   

A mom brought their child to the craft table. (There’s 

always a craft available for children.) Last year’s craft 

was making a beaded ornament. The craft area was 

staffed with volunteers.  The volunteer was working with 

the daughter on the craft and the mom told the volunteer 

that her daughter had autism and wouldn’t be able to 

complete the craft.  The volunteer asked mom to give them 

a chance. The volunteer and the daughter completed the 

beautiful craft.  Mom cried.   Lynnae Schatz 

 
This is the 7th year for the Feast and the 

5th year for the Run/Walk.  Every year 

seems to get better.  I’d like to share 

some of the little things that make the 

event worthwhile. It’s the stories and the 

memories that make the day so special 

for me.  Below are glimpses of the  

meaningful and memorable moments  

for me from 2015.   

It's stories like these that you make possible.   

This year, the pans along with recipes for mashed potatoes, sweet potato casserole and green bean  

casserole, will be available on November 13.  Pies and other dessert items will be accepted beginning 

Tuesday, November 22.  Would you like to volunteer with serving or hospitality?   

Sign up at Kinsmenlutheran.org (in the events section). 

The Community Thanksgiving Feast is truly a day of thanks-living.  Thanks be to God for your  

extraordinary generosity.    
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Interested in helping or learning more?  Contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).  

Thanksgiving Day!Thanksgiving Day!Thanksgiving Day!   

Kinsmen 5K/10K Fun Run/Walk  

for Your Turkey  

T-shirts & medals given to all participants.  
Awards for top 3 finishers of each event. 

Proceeds benefit Kinsmen Lutheran Church  
Community Thanksgiving Feast. 

Please note: 
For late registrations (after November 8) there  

is no guarantee of requested shirt size.  
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Kinsmen’s Endowment Fund 

contributors made a very special 

project possible.  You may have  

seen the new digital signs welcoming 

our guests and members to the  

Kinsmen Campus. 

The purpose of this project is to 

better serve Kinsmen members 

and guests.  The “Welcome to 

Kinsmen” TVs will offer 

direction and clarification 

regarding the many activities at 

Kinsmen.  The multi-media screens 

will feature pictures of activities and 

mission-driven events to enhance the 

Kinsmen experience. 

Your endowment gift makes projects 

like this possible and advances 

Kinsmen’s mission to inspire every 

generation to experience and share 

God’s grace in Jesus Christ.   

Thank you to everyone who made 

this project possible! 

Don’t forget about an amazing 

resource for Kinsmen Members:  

Lizbeth Johnson is a Gift Planner 

with the Lutheran Foundation of the 

Southwest.  She can help develop 

your estate plans to ensure your 

legacy supports the Church 

ministries you love.  

Thank you for your giving spirit, 

The Kinsmen Endowment Committee   

Loretta Castaño, Ron Reder, Craig 

Sutter, Melissa Turnquist, Pastor 

Beth Warpmaeker, and Larry Wendt  

.  

 
ENDOWMENT NEWS 

We enjoy shade from trees we  
did not plant and water from  

wells we did not dig.  

Deuteronomy 6:11 

You can help make the holidays brighter for neighbors in 

need by contributing toys to Northwest Assistance  

Ministries.  We will have a NAM Holiday tree with the bags 

that are to be filled with toys in the Narthex beginning  

November 20.  The bags full of toys should be returned to  

Kinsmen by December 11.  Questions?  Contact Eric Fidler 

or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org)   

NAM HOLIDAY TOY BAGS   

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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The weekend of December 3rd and 4th the Outreach  

Ministry Team will be hosting our 3rd Annual Advent Fair 

Trade and Alternative Gift Festival.  This year we will  

feature many items from the “The Cave” Gift Shop located  

in Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem.    

We also will have a special opportunity to view products 

and creations in wood created by the hands of Christian 

artisans in and around the Holy Land region. Did you know 

the tradition of olive wood carvings in the Holy Land has 

been handed down from father to son since the 12th  

century?  You may get a preview of the olive wood creations 

available at http://www.bethlehem-art.com/.  

Edibles, such as coffee, tea and chocolates, will also be 

available for purchase.  The coffee is from Equal Exchange. 

Equal Exchange is a long-time fair trade partner of Lutheran 

World Relief, and we are pleased to support their efforts in 

creating greater economic equality. Alternative gifts will be 

offered from our mission partners, Reach Unlimited and 

Northwest Assistance Ministries.  This is a wonderful  

opportunity to do some Christmas shopping and support 

Kinsmen’s mission partners. 

Do you have questions about fair trade and why is it  

important? The fair trade certified label signifies that the 

farmers and artisans who grew and produced the items you 

buy were fairly compensated with a living and sustainable 

wage. Fair trade aids small-scale producers and aims to lift 

people out of poverty and build strong, local communities.   

What are alternative gifts? An alternative gift is a donation 

given to an organization to support in lieu of a traditional 

gift.  We will have cards and information to explain how the 

donation is benefiting others to pass along to the recipient.   

All proceeds from the festival will go back to Kinsmen in 

order to support our mission in sharing grace through our 

community. If you would like to volunteer to help with the 

sale please contact April Ruen, Renee Alfaro 

or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).    

TLU’s Christmas Vespers 2016 

In preparation for the Christmas season, Texas Lutheran University 

hosts its annual Christmas Vespers service. This celebration of  

music and word honors the integral role music has played in Texas 

Lutheran's curriculum and religious and cultural history. Audiences 

take advantage of the opportunity to hear the ethereal voices of the 

TLU choirs each year at both the Seguin and Austin Vespers  

services.  

Christmas Vespers will be held in TLU's Jackson Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2; 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3;  

and 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4. Tickets for each Vespers service are free but required.  

If you are interested in attending the Vespers service in Austin at St. Martin's Evangelical Lutheran Church, it will take place 

on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 4 p.m. This Vespers service is free and no tickets are required.  

Service Schedule  

Friday, Dec. 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium  

Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium  

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 at 4 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium  

Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016 at 4 p.m. at St. Martin's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Austin  

Tickets will be available November 1, 2016 

For more information call Becky Hruza, Church Relations Administrative Assistant at 830-372-8063.  

http://www.bethlehem-art.com/
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE - CHURCH ONLY 

Operating Highlights for  SEPTEMBER 2016 

     Budget      Actual    Variance 

Total Income     124,098      115,339       8,759  

Total Expenses     149,497      133,645      15,852  

Net      (25,399)      (18,306)     (7,093) 

Year-to-date  

Total Income  1,244,050   1,174,596      69,454  

Total Expense  1,255,845   1,226,418      29,427  

Net      (11,794)      (51,822)     40,027  

grace  

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 
september 2016 

Noisy Offering   (TEXLA/Campus Ministries) $1,380.50 

General Mission Support $8,153.25 

Designated Mission Support $539.50 

Life Center $800.00 

SEPTEMBER TOTAL $11,078.25 

Y-T-D TOTAL $129,538.25 

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 
OCTOBER 2016 

Flower Delivery 26 

Prayer Shawls 3 

Glimpses  
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the information listed above is 

incorrect, please notify the church office. (jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

NOVEMBER Birthdays 
Tavey, Lauren  11/12 

Holloway, Lori  11/13 

Nott, Lisa  11/13 

Karker, Gretta  11/14 

Mills, Evelyn Ann 11/14 

Rosendale, Mitchell  11/14 

Sartor, Carleigh  11/14 

Ford, Katelyn  11/15 

Ford, Michael  11/15 

Adams, Laurel  11/16 

Gumm, Janice  11/16 

Hart, Jennifer  11/16 

Hilpert, Beth  11/16 

Dillard, Rhett  11/17 

Leija-Avalos, Pamela  11/17 

Meyer, Susan  11/17 

Blackbourn, Marilyn 
(Lexie) 11/18 

Blackbourn, Miranda 
(Randi) 11/18 

Jackson, Tim  11/18 

Rall, Robert  11/18 

Wilson, Alyssa  11/18 

Boggs, David  11/19 

Ebner, Lisa  11/19 

Herwig, Sophia  11/19 

Stolz, Timothy  11/19 

Wolter, Chase  11/19 

Zeornes, David  11/19 

Crisler, Karen  11/20 

Fortenbach, Karl  11/20 

Richardson, Margaret  11/20 

Hughes, James  11/21 

Kirkwood, Robert 11/21 

Menk, Myron  11/21 

Sell, Dan  11/21 

Sewell, Ethan  11/21 

Williamson, Kirsten  11/21 

Agard, Alexis  11/22 

Cox, Norma  11/22 

Young, Bradley  11/22 

Bond, Aleana  11/23 

Beecher, Vicki  11/1 

Blackwell, Floyd  11/1 

Coote, Archie  11/1 

Javier, Reginald  11/1 

Ray, Gregory  11/1 

Smith, Craig  11/1 

Roth, Pamela  11/2 

Morrow, Anne  11/3 

DeLuca, Johnathan 'Jody' 11/4 

Hope, Cheryl  11/4 

Kolkhorst, Zoe  11/4 

Agard, Alexander  11/5 

Hock, Katrina  11/5 

Landgraf, Charlotte  11/5 

Morgan, Samantha  11/5 

Varney, Melissa  11/5 

Hanson, Mark  11/6 

Taylor, Amanda  11/6 

Thomas, Erik  11/6 

Williamson, Brian  11/6 

Blom, Marie  11/7 

Cox, Clarissa  11/7 

Friedell, Richard  11/7 

Henze, Michael  11/7 

Martens, Harlan  11/7 

Ritchey, Jeanne  11/7 

Douglas, Marie  11/8 

Nielsen, Karen  11/8 

Plumley, Thomas  11/8 

Jones, Matthew  11/9 

Kirkwood, Kendra  11/9 

Martens, Linda  11/9 

Moseley, Kaela  11/9 

Hellman, Judy  11/10 

Leija-Avalos, Gabriella  11/10 

Rall, Natalie  11/10 

Bell, Karen  11/11 

Rizzo, Brad  11/11 

Smith, Sharon  11/11 

Bilsten, Michael  11/12 

Foerschner, Rissa  11/12 

Miller, John  11/12 

Fox, Dan  11/23 

Mc Anear, Shawn  11/23 

O'Neal, Anna  11/23 

Agard, Hope  11/24 

Bradsby, Marilyn  11/24 

Clifford, Abigail  11/24 

Henze, Jill  11/24 

Parliament, Craig  11/24 

Quandt, Larry  11/24 

Schneck, Ronald  11/24 

Jackson, Anne  11/25 

Kobmann, Ashley 11/25 

Lindblom, Matt  11/25 

Moore, Ashley  11/25 

Gealow, Nancy  11/26 

Hatkowski, William  11/26 

Nash, Mike  11/26 

Ray, Cheryl  11/26 

Robertson, Jane  11/26 

Durrett, Sue  11/27 

Folkers, Joie  11/27 

Groth, Bryan  11/27 

Davis, Brandon 11/28 

Fanaff, Margie  11/28 

Kolkhorst, Katie  11/28 

Ray, Jana  11/28 

Simpson, Kristia 11/28 

Weber, Merridee 11/28 

Bradsby, Ray 11/29 

Brady, Stephanie  11/29 

Elijah, Grace 11/29 

Rizzo, Denise 11/29 

Metting, Tina  11/30 

Sewell, Brenda  11/30 
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Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  

plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 

 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 

Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Minist

 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 

Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life 

 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 

Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach

 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 

Julie Hughes, Office Manager

 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 

Rose Poole, Interim Communications Director 

 communications@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 

George Skirm, Director of Media 

 gskirm@kinsmenlutheran.org  

Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports 

 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 

Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 

 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  

Co-coordinator 

 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             

Co-coordinator 

 chosentenor@gmail.com 

Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     

Children's Music 

 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 

Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 

 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 

Sherrie McMahon, Organist, Abendmusik 

 smcmahon@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 

 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 

Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before & After Care 

tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 

Ruben Aranda, Custodian 

Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Membership 

Connection  
is a monthly publication 
of Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 

15th day of each month 
or the previous church 

business day if the 
deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 
holiday. Articles are 
preferred electronically, 
but may be faxed or 
hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 

Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 

Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 

more information. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFORMAL 

WORSHIP 

Saturdays  

5:30 PM 

 

TRADITIONAL 

WORSHIP 

Sundays  

8:15 & 11 AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays   

9:30 AM 

 

COMMUNION 

OFFERED AT ALL 

SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 

BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9 AM 

 

EDUCATION 

HOUR  (ALL AGES) 

9:30 AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  

9 AM—5 PM 

Friday  

9 AM—12 PM 

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:chosentenor@gmail.com
mailto:sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
http://kinsmenlutheran.org/



