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Merry Christmas! 

 

Beth Warpmaeker 

Senior Pastor 

I am not a song writer, but 

there have been two times in 

my life when I have been 

moved to sing a new song… 

The first was after the birth of 

our first son. I remember 

holding him in my arms as he was sleeping, looking  

in his face and all I could do was sing, giving thanks 

for this gift from God. “I love you Nathan, Oh yes  

I do….”  

The second time was after the birth of our second son. 

After being on bed rest during his pregnancy and after 

his premature birth that kept him in the hospital for 

what seemed like forever, I remember finally being 

able to take him home and being able to hold him as 

long as I wanted. At that point a new, different song of 

joy came to my lips. “Jacob I love you, Jacob I truly 

do…”  

Now while these may not have been original, 

masterpiece songs; they were born out of gratitude. 

The waiting, the anticipation, the bubbling joy and the 

overflowing abundant goodness of God was staring 

me in the face so vividly at these moments that I could 

not help but sing.   

The writer of the Gospel of Luke knew about being 

moved to song. Before we get to chapter three, there 

have already been four songs that sing of God’s 

faithfulness. The first is the song Mary sings that speaks 

about what God is doing through her. This song is 

often called the Magnificat. The second song is sung 

by Zechariah after the birth of his son, John the Baptist, 

and is often called the Benedictus because it is a kind 

of blessing. The third is sung by the multitude of angels 

singing to the shepherds in the fields: “Glory to God in 

the highest heaven!” And the fourth is the song of 

Simeon who breaks into song when he sees the young 

boy Jesus in the Temple. This song is often called the 

Nunc Dimittis because it begins: “Lord, now you let 

your servant go in peace; Your word has been 

fulfilled.”   

The weight of fear, longing and anticipation over the 

years had been lifted and God’s promises were being 

realized before their eyes. They couldn’t help but sing! 

Normal speech just could not contain this kind of 

overwhelming joy.   

But then there are the other times….How many of us 

have been at a funeral or been overcome by emotions 

or sadness as we are singing? You know how difficult 

this can be. The words shake, the sound is often 

inaudible and it becomes almost a breathy, whisper.  

It is impossible to sing at these times.  

The birth of Christ in the midst of our sadness, 

however, reminds us that we will be lifted up, that our 

tears will be turned to joy, and that we shall once 

again have a song.   

David Lose, president of Lutheran Theological 

Seminary in Philadelphia writes: “Singing, you see, 

doesn’t just help us to name things, it draws us into the 

actual experience and reality we voice. God has 

promised to change the world, and in singing these 

promises we enter into that work.”  

So then, whether it be through ancient carols or 

through a current song, may God use us to sing hope, 

peace, joy and love into all the dark places of our 

world as we give thanks to God!  

   

 

Pastor’s word  
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sermon series  

The Season of Advent  

We will gather for Midweek Advent worship using Holden Evening Prayer at 7 PM on November 30  

& December 7.  

 John Henze will give the meditation on November 30 

 Connie McMahan will give the meditation on December 7 

Child-Led Holden Evening Prayer 

Join us on Wednesday, December 14 at 7 PM when the children from all of our different  

programs will be leading us in worship.  This is a great time to meet new friends that are connected to 

Kinsmen in some way.  Join us afterwards for cookies and punch, of course!   

We will need donations of cookies, children to participate as ushers, worship leaders, and actors, and 

adults to help! Contact Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) if you’re interested!  

Advent begins November 26.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday Advent Mid-Week worship at 7PM.    

You Shall Have a Song…. Advent Devotional  Booklets have been  

prepared by Kinsmen members.  Pick up yours at the Information Center.   

mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first 

Christmas without a loved family member who has recently 

died; it may be a time that has always been difficult.  

The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping 

malls and churches, about the happiness of the season, 

about getting together with family and friends, reminds 

many people of what they have lost or have never had.  

The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of  

unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of  

isolation - all these can make us feel very alone in the midst 

of the celebrating and spending. We need the space and 

time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to 

know that we are not alone.  

Our spirits sink, as the days grow shorter. We feel the  

darkness growing deeper around us. We need  

encouragement to live the days ahead of us. 

For these reasons, Kinsmen’s Community of Hope Lay  

Chaplains will offer a special “Longest Night” service on 

December 21 at 7 PM.   

Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, 

scripture, and music that acknowledge that God’s presence 

is for those who mourn, for those who struggle  - and that 

God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness.  

Everyone, regardless of church background  is welcome.  

The short service will be followed by a brief time for light 

refreshments and fellowship.  
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UPCOMING  

ABENDMUSIK 
CONCERTS 

Abendmusik and the Kinsmen 

Lutheran Church Music Ministry 

invite you to join us for our  

annual holiday concert on  

December 4 at 6 PM in the 

sanctuary.  

All of our musicians – big and 

small, singing, ringing and 

more – will be there. This year 

our theme is international  

and we will present carols, 

readings, traditions and treats  

from around the world. We 

hope you will join us for this 

unique evening of music  

and fellowship!  

Tangled Blue – aka 

Joel and Aimee  

Pakan – are coming 

to Kinsmen! 

Abendmusik invites you 

to savor a “caffeinated 

folk-rock blend” of  

music by this talented duo.  They have been 

favorites at Lutheran gatherings large and 

small, and we hope you won’t miss their  

performance at Kinsmen. 

Please join us for pre-concert appetizers at 

6:15 PM, followed by the concert at 7:00 PM. 

Admission is free and open to all….bring  

a friend or two!  

Mark your calendar for January 14th ! 
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Birth-5th Grade 

Watch your email for more information!   
If you do not receive the Children’s Ministry Newsletter at the beginning of each month, please let Sara Ray know 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

We are taking registrations for children as young as  
6-weeks-old and up to 13-years-old!                                                                                   

Download the registration forms at www.kinsmenlutheran.org or contact Sara 

(sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) for more information.  

The Kinsmen kids are traveling to Lutherhill in La Grange 

for a week of summer camp. Together we will explore 

our faith, gain independence, and grow closer together 

as Kinsmen kids! 

2nd through 5th Graders ($415) 

June 11-16 

1st Graders ($260) 

June 11-14 

Register before February 15 

with the code Kinsmen so 

Sara can keep track of your 

kiddo. Also, it's in your best interest 

to register early and pay before March 15 to save your 

family some money. 

Lutherhill Summer Camp  

Kinsmen Children’s Academy Preschool celebrated  

Thanksgiving a little early with their own Thanksgiving Feast! 

The Bears and Lions class were Pilgrims and Indians and 

had a great meal together. 

KCA Thanksgiving Feast 

mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
http://www.kinsmenlutheran.org/
mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
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C a m p  H o p e  2 0 1 7 !    

S a v e  t h e  D a t e   

Camper Registration and Staff Applications 
Coming in 2017  

J u ly  1 0 - 2 8   

The holidays are fast approaching. How will 

you carve out time to make this holiday season 

truly meaningful?  

"The Fall Family Retreat was our first Lutherhill  

experience but it sure won't be our last.  Our 

entire family had a wonderful time.  It was a 

great mix of community and worship and fun, 

with plenty of chances for us to go off and just 

have some quality family time together."  

                   - Kinsmen member, Eric Turnquist  

Another family said this: "When I registered us for this fall family  

retreat weekend, I didn't realize it would end up being in the middle 

|of a couple abnormally busy weeks. I technically didn't "have time" 

to take a break, but I'm so glad I had a reason to take a day off, be  

in nature, and spend time with my sweet little family."  

Doesn't that sound like a lovely way to break up the craziness of  

December? Register now to travel with your family—and your  

Kinsmen family to Lutherhill for a weekend to relax, reconnect,  

and enjoy each other!  

Cost: $80 Adults (13 years and older)/ $55 Youth (12 years and 

younger) / 3 and younger are free!  

Register at www.lutherhill.org to save your spot!  

http://www.lutherhill.org/
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Youth & Parents, if you’re not 

receiving the youth e-news,  

please notify Pastor Mark! 

6th-12th Grade 

Junior High @ LUTHERHILL          
A Week of Summer Camp – June 25-30 

If  you are a youth in the 6th—8th grade, it’s time to 

register for camp. One of the best parts of the Con-

firmation experience is summer camp at Lutherhill. 

Find a way to join us for this week of growing closer 

in friendship and deeper in faith. 

We'll learn together from cabin Bible studies and 

praise God together in camp-wide worships. We 

will challenge ourselves on the ropes course. We 

will have a blast through afternoon and All Camp 

activities.  

Partial Scholarships are available. Register at  

Lutherhill.org. Use code Kinsmen by February 15 to  

use one of our reserved spots. Register by March 15 to receive the early registration discount.  

Contact Pastor Mark mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org if you have any questions and to let him know you have registered. 

Lutherhill  

SWAT – High School Youth Ministry 

December is a great time to join us for SWAT.  We know the fall can be an especially busy time. Your schedule may now  

be a little more flexible.  Now is a great time to join SWAT in a variety of ways.  You can join us on Sunday mornings at 

9:30 AM in Great Room 1.  You can join us in the Loft following Wednesday Advent worships.  You can join us for our  

annual White Elephant Gift Exchange. You can join us for house gatherings, caroling and service projects. 

Watch your Tuesday Youth and Family News email for more details or email Pastor Mark at mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org.  

Sharing Grace Opportunities for High School Youth  

mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Does the thought of staying up till 

midnight to celebrate the new year 

make you, well, sleepy?   

Then join us for all the fun of a midnight ball drop but 

at 3:30 PM instead!  We'll have crafts, hors d'oeuvres 

for kids and adults, moonwalks, bubble wrap fireworks, 

 and best of all, time with your Kinsmen family. 

Grab your family and some bells and join us in the 

gym at 3:30 PM and then stay through worship at 

5:30 PM on December 31 to ring in 2017!   

Please RSVP to Sara (sray@kinsmenlutheran.org) by  

December 28 so we can plan for food. 

Looking for a special gift for yourself or the lady(ies) in your life..... Here's an 

idea for the perfect gift – The Women's Pampering  Retreat at Lutherhill. 

This weekend is an opportunity to renew your mind, body, and soul through a 

weekend away with women from all backgrounds.  You will be spiritually and 

physically refreshed with either a massage, manicure, or pedicure and a  

weekend filled with yoga, worships, and pampering. Enjoy camp and offsite 

activities like arts & crafts, a trip to the Rohan Meadery, high ropes, cooking 

and much more with your friends while also growing in a community through 

sessions led by the speaker. A great weekend to make new friends, deepen 

old bonds, and rejuvenate your relationship with God.  

This retreat will begin on Friday evening, with a community activity and opening devotion led by the speaker. On  

Saturday,  we will further explore the weekend’s theme and spend a relaxing afternoon at activities. The weekend  

wraps up on Sunday, with a closing activity  and a sending worship.  

Interested?  Register at Lutherhill.org or contact  Lynnae Schatz 

lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org the registration deadine is February 1, 2017 

March 3-5, 2017  

Women’s Pampering Retreat at Lutherhill  

Cost:  $155 per person  

...  Hark!   Do  you  hear   

what  I  hear?   

O Come, All Ye Faithful and join in the fun as we bring  

some Christmas Joy to shut ins and homebound this holiday 

season.  We will meet in the gym on December 18 at  

4:00 PM.  If you are interested or planning to participate, 

or for more information please contact Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

At noon(ish) 
New years 

mailto:sray@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Remember Precinct 4's Fun 4 Seniors Christmas Luncheon December 2, at 

11:30, at Cypress Creek Christian Community Center. The cost is $10 payable 

to Fun 4 Seniors. Please see the hallway bulletin board for details.  

Fred and Leila Straube have graciously offered sponsor a Senior Christmas 

Luncheon at the Northgate Country Club. It would be at 12:30 PM on  

December 11. The cost is $30 per person, which includes gratuity. Menu to 

follow. Please call Grace, Helene or the Church for reservations.  

Payment should be made to the church.  

The Thursday morning ladies bible study will resume after the holidays on January 12, 2017. We will be studying the 

books of Mark, 1st Corinthians, and 2 Timothy. Each of the studies are 6 or 7 weeks long and you are invited to attend 

any or all of the sessions. 

If you are new to the group, please RSVP so that we may have enough books on hand for everybody. For further info  

contact Stephanie Brady at 281-444-7766 or steph.brady@sbcglobal.net. 

Throughout the school year, Kinsmen offers a hot meal that includes salad  

and dessert on Wednesday evenings.  The meals are served from  

5:45-6:45PM. The cost is $5 for those 13 and over;  

$3 for those 4 years old to 12 years old and free for those under 3.   

DECEMBER Menu  
 

DECEMBER 7 

Lasagna  

DECEMBER 14 

Christmas Ham 

Meals will resume  

January 4, 2017 

 Would you like to know about Kinsmen and its 

ministries?  Interested in possible membership?   

 

 

There will be an Introduction to Kinsmen Class on Sunday,  

January 8 from 12–2 PM in the Conference Room.  

Lunch and childcare are provided. Please RSVP to Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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In order to train leaders for Neighborhood Missional 

Groups, we are participating in a Virtual Learning  

Community.  The Virtual Learning Community (VLC) is the  

training for leadership for future Neighborhood Missional 

Groups.  The VLC is meeting once a month for three  

hours for two years.  Through Zoom, an online video  

conferencing service with an integrated whiteboard and 

recording capability, our group interacts with our coaches 

and with two other teams joining remotely.  The sessions 

are a combination of teaching, group discussion, and 

consultation with the coaches. Over the next two years we 

will learn how to build groups that operate as extended 

families on mission, learn how to form and lead  

neighborhood missional groups, how to build a leadership 

pipeline to multiply missional leaders for these groups and 

how to lead networks of neighborhood missional groups.  

The next monthly session is Saturday, December 17.   

If you would like to learn more about this effort or  

experience a Virtual Learning Community session, contact 

Pastor Mark (mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Are you interested in a  

Kinsmen-led trip focusing on  

Lutheran Reformation history?  

When Martin Luther posted his 

“Ninety-five Theses” on the church 

door in Wittenberg in 1517, no one 

expected the breadth of evangelical reforms in Christian  

teaching and practice that followed. In every dimension of 

Christian faith a renewed trust in God’s forgiving mercy  

replaced a reliance on teachings and practices that, like the 

sale of indulgences, were vulnerable to abuse and corruption.  

Nearly 500 years later, the results of this evangelical  

confidence in God’s forgiving and liberating Word are evident 

today in Christian communities of all types. In the years leading 

to 2017 ELCA members, congregations and synods will  

observe the anniversary of this evangelical reformation in a 

variety of ways. Several members of Kinsmen Lutheran Church 

are interested in planning a Reformation Tour to Germany. Are 

you interested? 

We are looking at the timeframe of early summer 2018. We will now begin serious planning for this trip since enough 

people have shown initial interest. If you are interested in going in this time frame, please email Pastor Beth ASAP at 

(bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

500th Anniversary Trip to Germany  

Neighborhood Missional Group Leader Training  

mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
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What could be more fitting for our December Noisy  

Offering than helping those who live where this all started,  

Bethlehem.  Bright Stars of Bethlehem is an organization 

founded to support the ministry of the Diyar Consortium of 

Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, Palestine. The  

Diyar Consortium includes education, medical, professional, 

and spiritual support for people of all ages in the area.  

Let me go deeper. Our 

relationship with Christmas 

Lutheran and its programs 

was clarified this spring 

during the Holy Land trip. 

We got to see the beautiful 

ministries in action and 

how much these people 

need hope in their lives. In 

order to get to Bethlehem, 

visitors and residents must 

pass through an armed 

security checkpoint that goes through an opening in a  

26-foot wall surrounding the city. As you would imagine, 

this makes day-to-day travel outside of the city difficult at 

best. The city is isolated, and opportunities for those who 

live inside the wall are severely limited.   

Now there is the Dar al-Kalima University. The university 

provides education for young adults in art, music, acting, 

journalism, and more recently, culinary skills.  It reflects the 

community with diversity in the student body and faculty. The 

works are beautiful, and some will be available at the alter-

native gifts fair this month. Now there is the Diyar  

Academy for Children and Youth.  Here, children lean about 

their culture through dance, art, sports, and more. There are 

limited resources in the region and having this safe place to 

learn expression and positive values is critical to their emo-

tional growth.  

And, now there is Ajyal, the generations program.  This  

program provides training and parish nurse support to  

help seniors who live in areas where there are no ADA  

requirements to make ancient buildings accessible or social 

security programs to help provide income. This tradition of 

supporting the education and welfare of the area goes back 

over 160 years for the Lutheran 

School and Christmas Lutheran 

is a pillar in the area. That is a 

strong legacy.  

Those who traveled to the Holy 

Land visited the school, with the 

glass ceiling opening up to  

heaven, reminding students the 

sky—not the wall, is the limit. 

We saw the art, sat in the gym-

nasium, and best of all, met the wonderful people inspiring 

others through their work. We learned about their inspiring  

programs and shared some education with care providers. 

We even brought  

textbooks directly to  

the university library to 

assure safe delivery.  

Kinsmen’s donation to 

Bright Stars will go to 

support the ministries  

of the Diyar Consortium. 

The students need 

scholarships, the  

programs need supplies, and the buildings need built. We 

are now proud supporters of the hope for the people in the 

area. After all, hope is what Bright Stars of Bethlehem does.  

For more information please visit the website at  

brightstarsbethelehem.org or talk to one of the Kinsmen 

members who traveled to Christmas Lutheran on the  

Holy Land trip. 

noisy  

offering 
Bright Stars of Bethlehem 

This month’s noisy offering will go to support our 

Mission Partner: Bright Stars of Bethlehem. This 

U.S. based non-profit supports the creative, hope 

and peace-fostering ministries of Christmas 

Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. This month’s 

offering will be collected December 10 & 11. 

by Michelle Ivey  
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As we prepare to enter into Advent season leading to  

Christmas, our hearts turn to the miracle of Jesus, and the 

glories of His birth. We begin planning celebration through 

decorations, gatherings, and gifts. As these preparations 

begin, and the lists grow, please remember to reflect on the 

gifts that the pastors and staff at Kinsmen have shared with 

all of us. As in years past, we will be collecting a monetary 

gift for those who have supported the spiritual life of Jesus’ 

church.  I will send another reminder as we get closer to 

Christmas. For now, please consider adding those who 

have been a blessing to Kinsmen to your celebration  

planning list. Or, if you’d rather, donations can be  

made at any time, by marking “Pastors and Staff” on the  

envelope that you place in the mail or offering plate. 

 Glory to God in the Highest, 

 

Michelle Ivey 

2016 Church Council President  

We all need a plan for our money and we want that plan to be productive and 

to give us peace of mind. In response to this need, beginning in January 2017, 

Kinsmen will be offering the Dave Ramsey course Financial Peace University 

(FPU). It is a plan that teaches God's ways of handling money. Through video 

teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents 

biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you dream to be. 

This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend 

and save wisely and much more! 

This course will be offered to Kinsmen members and the wider community. 

The course involves a commitment on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 -- 8:30 PM 

for nine weeks beginning on January 17th (Jan. 17 -- Mar. 14) The cost is $80 

for a family. Partial scholarships may be available upon request from Pastor 

Beth. Please register using the link on kinsmenlutheran.org to participate. 

Financial  Peace  University is  back in January!   

A note from our church council president 

Michel le Ivey 

PASTOR and STAFF GIFTS 

Help us adorn the Sanctuary during the Advent/Christmas season by purchasing a poinsettia in honor or in memory of  

a loved one; or just given to the Glory of God.  Cost is $10 for each plant.  A listing of donors will be included in the  

worship guide on Christmas Eve if your poinsettia is purchased by December 14.  Poinsettias may be designed to be  

given to a shut-in or may taken home after the 10 PM worship service on Christmas Eve.  You may purchase yours at  

kinsmenlutheran.org (order flowers for worship), or forms will be available in the narthex to place in the offering plate.    

Adorn the Sanctuary with Poinsettias 
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Live well 2016 

Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice 

in the Lord always; again 

I will say, rejoice.  Let 

your gentleness be known 

to everyone.  The Lord is 

near.  Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And 

the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.    

When is the last time you 

rejoiced?  More importantly, when 

is the last time you took time to 

laugh? Did you know that a healthy 

child may laugh as much as 400 

times per day, but adults tend to 

laugh only  

15 times per day?    

The sound of laughter is much more 

contagious than any cough, sniffle, 

sneeze and even the flu.  What is 

even better is that the benefits of 

laughter are immediate.  Nothing 

works faster or more dependably to 

bring your mind and body back into balance than a good 

laugh.    

Researchers have found that laughter truly is the best 

medicine.  The physical benefits include:   

Laughter relaxes the whole body.  A good, hearty laugh 

relieves physical tension and stress, leaving your muscles 

relaxed for up to 45 minutes afterward.  

Laughter boosts the immune system.  Laughter decreases 

stress hormones and increases immune cells and 

infection-fighting antibodies, thus improving your 

resistance to disease.  

Laughter triggers the release of endorphins, the body’s 

natural feel-good chemicals.  Endorphins promote an 

overall sense of well-being and can even temporarily 

relieve pain.  

Laughter protects the heart.  Laughter improves the 

function of blood vessels and 

increases blood flow, which can 

protect you against a heart attack and 

other cardiovascular problems.   

Laughter has been found to adjust 

blood pressure and blood sugar and 

improves oxygen flow to the brain.   

When laughter is shared, it binds 

people together and increases 

happiness.  Shared laughter is one of 

the most effective tools for keeping 

relationships strong in that it creates 

or brings back happy 

memories.  Laughter also helps defuse 

conflict.   It has also been said that laughter is a type of 

prayer.    

That being said, give yourself permission to do something 

out of the ordinary this holiday season.   

Take time to laugh and live well.     



December 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

  15 

As with any ministry at Kinsmen, 

leadership from Church Members is 

key to its success. 

As 2016 comes to an end, please 

prayerfully consider if you have a 

passion for teaching others about 

Kinsmen’s Endowment Fund and 

serving as an Endowment Committee 

Member.  Members serve 3-year 

terms with a 2-term limit. 

The mission of the Endowment 

Committee is to encourage ongoing 

annual giving and legacy gifts to the 

Endowment Fund by providing 

pertinent educational seminars for 

Kinsmen members and raising 

awareness of the fund by promoting 

the benefits realized by the 

congregation and the greater 

community from Endowment Fund 

distributions.  Over the past year, we 

have seen amazing growth in the 

Endowment Fund thanks to the 

transformational investment of 

Kinsmen members in this ministry. 

If you are interested in serving as an 

Endowment Committee Member, 

please contact Pastor Beth or any of 

the Endowment Committee Members 

with your questions. 

Thank you for your giving spirit, 

The Kinsmen Endowment Committee   

Loretta Castaño, Ron Reder, Craig 

Sutter, Melissa Turnquist, Pastor Beth 

Warpmaeker, and Larry Wendt  

Don’t forget about an amazing 

resource for Kinsmen Members:  

Lizbeth Johnson is a Gift Planner with 

the Lutheran Foundation of the 

Southwest.  She can help develop 

your estate plans to ensure your 

legacy supports the Church ministries 

you love.   

To learn more about including the 

church in your estate plans and how 

your legacy can supports its ministry, 

please contact a member of the 

Endowment Committee or Pastor Beth. 

 
ENDOWMENT NEWS 

We enjoy shade from trees we  
did not plant and water from  

wells we did not dig.  
 Deuteronomy 6:11 

You can help make the holidays brighter for neighbors 

in need by contributing toys to Northwest Assistance 

Ministries.  We will have a NAM Holiday tree with the 

bags that are to be filled with toys in the Narthex.  The 

bags full of toys should be returned to Kinsmen by  

December 11.  Questions?  Contact Eric Fidler 

or Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org.) 

NAM HOLIDAY TOY BAGS   
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The weekend of December 3rd and 4th the Outreach  

Ministry Team will be hosting our 3rd Annual Advent Fair 

Trade and Alternative Gift Festival in the library.  This year 

we will feature many items from the “The Cave” Gift Shop 

located in Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem.    

We also will have a special opportunity to view products 

and creations in wood created by the hands of Christian 

artisans in and around the Holy Land region. Did you know 

the tradition of olive wood carvings in the Holy Land has 

been handed down from father to son since the 12th  

century?  You may get a preview of the olive wood creations 

available at http://www.bethlehem-art.com/.  

Edibles, such as coffee, tea and chocolates, will also be 

available for purchase.  The coffee is from Equal Exchange. 

Equal Exchange is a long-time fair trade partner of Lutheran 

World Relief, and we are pleased to support their efforts in 

creating greater economic equality. Alternative gifts will be 

offered from our mission partners, Reach Unlimited, World 

Hunger, and Central African Republic.  This is a wonderful  

opportunity to do some Christmas shopping and support 

Kinsmen’s mission partners. 

Do you have questions about fair trade and why is it  

important? The fair trade certified label signifies that the 

farmers and artisans who grew and produced the items you 

buy were fairly compensated with a living and sustainable 

wage. Fair trade aids small-scale producers and aims to lift 

people out of poverty and build strong, local communities.   

What are alternative gifts? An alternative gift is a donation 

given to an organization to support in lieu of a traditional 

gift.  We will have cards and information to explain how the 

donation is benefiting others to pass along to the recipient.   

All proceeds from the festival will go back to Kinsmen in 

order to support our mission in sharing grace through our 

community. If you would like to volunteer to help with the 

sale please contact April Ruen, Renee Alfaro or 

Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).    

TLU’s Christmas Vespers 2016 

In preparation for the Christmas season, Texas Lutheran University 

hosts its annual Christmas Vespers service. This celebration of  

music and word honors the integral role music has played in Texas 

Lutheran's curriculum and religious and cultural history. Audiences 

take advantage of the opportunity to hear the ethereal voices of the 

TLU choirs each year at both the Seguin and Austin Vespers  

services.  

Christmas Vespers will be held in TLU's Jackson Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2; 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3;  

and 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4. Tickets for each Vespers service are free but required.  

If you are interested in attending the Vespers service in Austin at St. Martin's Evangelical Lutheran Church, it will take place 

on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 4 p.m. This Vespers service is free and no tickets are required.  

Service Schedule  

Friday, Dec. 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium  

Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium  

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 at 4 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium  

Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016 at 4 p.m. at St. Martin's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Austin  

Tickets will be available November 1, 2016 

For more information call Becky Hruza, Church Relations Administrative Assistant at 830-372-8063.  

http://www.bethlehem-art.com/
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Fall Festival HiGhlights 



Kinsmen Connection  December 2016 

18 

During this Advent season, Kinsmen members will have the opportunity to provide food to feed the 

homeless of The Life Center, a 24-hour Christian shelter located here in Houston.  A Christmas tree 

display will be set up in the narthex encouraging members to think of those less fortunate than us.   

A gift of $20 per month, or $240 for the upcoming  

calendar year will allow Kinsmen sponsors to provide  

groceries for The Life Center throughout 2017.  Each 

month an opportunity will be available for grocery  

sponsors to visit The Life Center campus and spend  

time grocery shopping with Jeremy & Joe, some of the  

staff and residents.  

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.......Matthew 25:35   

"Blessed is he that considereth the poor:   

the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble."   

                                         Psalm 41 



December 2016  Kinsmen Connection 

  19 

Congratulations to Cub Scout Pack 

440. They tripled their membership this 

year!! Their fall campout was at Martin 

Dies, Jr. State Park where they learned 

about the migration of the Monarch 

Butterfly where they actually tagged 

and released butterflies!  

 

 

 

 

The Pack will be collecting canned food items for their food 

drive now through December 18th which will be donated  

to NAM. If you are interested in donating, contact  

Charlotte Sziy at sziy@sbcglobal.net. 

Boy Scout Troop 440 would like to  

recognize and congratulate Vincent Le 

and Alex Enlow on achieving their Eagle 

rank which is the highest achievement or 

rank attainable in the Boy Scouting  

program. Earlier in the year the Troop 

participated in the annual Trash Bash  

at Meyer Park.   

 

 

Boy Scouts meet every Monday at 7:00 PM in the Scout Hut and the Cub Scouts meet on the first two Tuesdays of  

the month at 7:00 PM at Kinsmen Lutheran Church. For more information on the scouting program, please contact  

Charlotte Sziy at sziy@sbcglobal.net.   

Please join the Krause girls and staff as we welcome the Christmas season. During our festive Open 

House, you will have the opportunity to: 

- Visit with the children 

- Tour classrooms 

What better way to start off the Yuletide season than by showing these girls that they’re cared for and 
appreciated?    

                                                                                                          

- Enjoy art displays featuring the girls’ original work 

- Celebrate with caroling and refreshments 

mailto:sziy@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sziy@sbcglobal.net
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Kinsmen's Community Thanksgiving Feast is just that a Community Feast.   

Special thanks to the following businesses that helped contribute to make the  

Feast and Run possible.  When you visit these businesses please take a moment  

to thank them for their extraordinary generosity.   

Boy Scout Troop 440 

 Brookside Funeral Homes  

C & C Traffic Control   

Chick-Fil-A – Cutten Road  

Christian Brothers Automotive – Champions  

Cracker Barrel 

Fiesta #20   

Fleet Feet Sports – Houston  

HEB – Vintage   

Hobby Lobby  

Home Depot   

Klein Forest Interact Club 

Klein Forest National Honor Society 

Klein Funeral Home  

LaMadeleine  

Lone Star Quick Print   

Party City  

Spring Creek Barbeque  

Terracon 

Thrivent  

Vito's Famous Pizza   

Willie's Ice House  

11 Below  

Whitmeyer Distillery 
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 KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE - CHURCH ONLY 

 Operating Highlights for  SEPTEMBER 2016 

     Budget      Actual    Variance 

 Total Income     124,098      115,339       8,759  

 Total Expenses     149,497      133,645      15,852  

 Net      (25,399)      (18,306)     (7,093) 

 Year-to-date  

 Total Income  1,244,050   1,174,596      69,454  

 Total Expense  1,255,845   1,226,418      29,427  

 Net      (11,794)      (51,822)     40,027  

grace  

 GLIMPSES OF GRACE 
  OCTOBER 2016 

  Noisy Offering   (Greenwood Forest Elementary) $1,071.50 

  Fall Festival/Greenwood Forest Elementary $2108.72 

  General Mission Support $10,514.79 

  Designated Mission Support $338.50 

  Life Center $800.00 

  Naomi Circle/Good Shepherd RTC $205.00 

  OCTOBER TOTAL $15,038.51 

Y-T-D TOTAL $144,371.76 

 GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

 CARE MINISTRY 
 OCTOBER 2016 

 Flower Delivery 39 

 Prayer Shawls 3 

Glimpses  

All 2015 contributions 

must be received by 

Kinsmen by December 

31, or be postmarked by 

December 31 if mailed.  

Online payments should 

be scheduled by 

December 23 in order to 

be credited as 2016 

contributions.  Thank you 

again for your practice of 

extraordinary generosity.
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*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the information listed above is 

incorrect, please notify the church office. (jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Mc Cue, Gregory  12/12 

Rueda, Rick  12/12 

Stewart, Scarlett  12/12 

Wangsmo, Paul  12/12 

Hanson, Andrew  12/13 

Brinz, Skip 12/14 

Peterson, Kathleen  12/14 

Bayer, Carol  12/15 

Heppner, Wesley  12/15 

Kulhanek, Evan  12/15 

Daniels, Diana  12/16 

Lellis, Barbara  12/16 

Needham, Carolyn  12/16 

Orosco, Henry  12/16 

Boller, Kimberly  12/18 

Millman, Valerie  12/18 

Awbrey, Gerald  12/19 

Breedveld, Linda  12/19 

Ford, Kelly  12/19 

Hake, Larry  12/20 

Hatkowski, Lorraine  12/20 

Sell, Laura  12/20 

Awbrey, Sandra  12/21 

Crocker, Cynthia  12/21 

Davis, Pierce  12/21 

Gibson, Taylor  12/21 

Tabibian, Sabrina  12/21 

Campos, Hannah  12/22 

Schatz, Hannah  12/22 

Schwartz, Brenna  12/22 

Zabadal, Ron  12/22 

Harvey, J.B.  12/23 

Mihalik, Andrew  12/23 

Cook, Kristopher  12/24 

Hall, Susan  12/24 

Hamric, Tammy  12/26 

Schroeder, Stephanie  12/26 

Sisman, Austin  12/26 

Anz, Evelyn  12/27 

Hahn, Ellyse 12/1 

Hahn, Jackson 12/1 

Lyons, Woody 12/1 

Wendt, Larry  12/1 

Ashmore, Kendall 12/2 

Bouquet, Aaron  12/2 

Osborn, Jacob  12/2 

Osborn, Justin  12/2 

Garcia, Monica  12/3 

Jyrkama, Mary  12/3 

Mills, Jennifer  12/3 

Smith, Lee  12/3 

Gibson, Larry  12/4 

Ludeman, Linda  12/4 

Marks, Elizabeth  12/4 

Nordaker, Steve  12/4 

Metting, Kole  12/5 

Rudy, Thomas  12/5 

Teddar, Jayde  12/5 

Wells, Wendy  12/5 

Garner, Matthew  12/6 

Horsak, Edwina  12/6 

Hoose, Catherine  12/7 

Rovang, Kathryn  12/7 

Temple, Spencer  12/7 

Helgoe, Cheryl  12/8 

Johnston, Blake  12/8 

Keeling, Maryanne  12/8 

Lush, Gloria  12/8 

Pruitt, Lisa  12/8 

Gillette, Lisbeth  12/9 

Ford, Harley  12/10 

Maggart, Jim  12/10 

Paule, Wendy  12/10 

Smith, Lukas  12/10 

Zabadal, Wendi  12/10 

Shurbet, Thomas  12/11 

Childress, Jack  12/12 

Clark, Jamie  12/12 

Lyons, Laura  12/12 

Durrett, Dr. Robert  12/27 

Feldman, James  12/27 

Richter, Kent  12/27 

Schwartz, Michael  12/27 

Schatz, Nathaniel  12/28 

Simpson, Robert  12/28 

Blackbourn, James  12/29 

Cox, Jenna  12/29 

Johnson, Kylie  12/29 

Cook, Cheryl  12/30 

Cook, Denise  12/30 

Dzygun, Diane  12/30 

Cillis, Dawn  12/31 

Hagan, Bob  12/31 

Meyer, Kirby  12/31 

Millien, Sherry  12/31 

Morgan, Conner  12/31 

Rosseisen, Anne  12/31 
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Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a Staff Member directly by dialing 281-444-3127,  

plus their extension 

Rev. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 

 bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext 18 

Rev. Mark England, Youth & Family Minist

 mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 24 

Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life 

 lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 43 

Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach

 sray@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 17 

Julie Hughes, Office Manager

 jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 10 

Rose Poole, Interim Communications Director 

 communications@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 21 

George Skirm, Director of Media 

 gskirm@kinsmenlutheran.org  

Irene Baasen, Accounting & Financial Reports 

 ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 14 

Jane Jacobi, Payroll Clerk 

 jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 15 

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship                  

Co-coordinator 

 kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Timothy Browning, Contemporary Worship             

Co-coordinator 

 chosentenor@gmail.com 

Stevie Berryman, Director of Handbells &     

Children's Music 

 sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 22 

Elizabeth Marks, Alleluia Choir Director 

 emarks.klc@gmail.com — Ext. 22 

Sherrie McMahon, Organist, Abendmusik 

 smcmahon@kinsmenlutheran.org 

Lisa Yeager, KCA Preschool Director 

 lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 23 

Trey Miller, Assistant Director for Before & After Care 

tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org — Ext. 35 

Ruben Aranda, Custodian 

Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Membership 

Connection  
is a monthly publication 
of Kinsmen Lutheran 
Church. Deadline for 
submitting news is the 

15th day of each month 
or the previous church 

business day if the 
deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 
holiday. Articles are 
preferred electronically, 
but may be faxed or 
hand-delivered to a staff 
member. 

Interested in learning more about 

Kinsmen?  Contact Pastor Beth, 

Pastor Mark, or Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) for 

more information. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule:  

INFORMAL 

WORSHIP 

Saturdays  

5:30 PM 

 

TRADITIONAL 

WORSHIP 

Sundays  

8:15 & 11 AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays   

9:30 AM 

 

COMMUNION 

OFFERED AT ALL 

SERVICES  

 

FELLOWHIP 

BREAKFAST  

beginning at 9 AM 

 

EDUCATION 

HOUR  (ALL AGES) 

9:30 AM 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday  

9 AM—5 PM 

Friday  

9 AM—12 PM 

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

281-444-3126 Phone    

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:rjohnson@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:ibaasen@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:jjacobi@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:chosentenor@gmail.com
mailto:sberryman@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:smcmahon8@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:tmiller@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
http://kinsmenlutheran.org/

