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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Although Advent is the beginning  

of the church year, January is  

always a good time to reflect back 

and look forward to what is next. 

At Kinsmen, we had some pretty 

big things take place in 2017. In 

the community, the hydroponic  

garden we funded with previous capital campaign dollars 

was completed at Wunderlich Intermediate School. We will 

be looking for a time to go tour it as a congregation in the  

future. On the church campus, there were several major  

facility improvements that were made—I’ll only mention  

a few. The roof replacement was completed over the  

sanctuary and the administrative buildings. The AC units 

were replaced for the sanctuary, as well as a few other  

places on campus. All of the LCD projectors in the sanctuary 

were replaced as well.  

Mostly importantly though, we have launched a Long Range 

Vision for ministry and mission. This plan was completed and 

begun in 2017 (even though the Capital Campaign funding 

parts of it was delayed due to Harvey). During Camp Hope, 

we had a new initiative that trained a video ministry team. 

This ministry will enable people to tell and share faith stories 

in a new way while engaging some of our young adults. We 

have engaged a new young adult leadership team as well. 

This is just getting started. For Kinsmen Children’s Academy, 

we have a new staff member who is also a seminary  

student—Rudy Flores. This means that we will be nurturing 

this new leader while he brings so much to this as well as 

other ministries of the church. Community of Hope has 

trained a whole new group of lay chaplains to strengthen 

care ministry at Kinsmen and beyond. The Neighborhood 

Missional Group trainings have nurtured a group of leaders 

who will launch groups this spring. A Spanish ministry team 

has already started to do some outreach experiments and 

learn from them. The next experiment will be facilitating a  

Financial Peace University class in Spanish beginning this 

month! (See the article below.) 

God’s mission is on the move and active as we listen to 

where God is calling us in 2018! Let us reflect on this  

passage as we follow his lead and step out in faith: 

“We are not among those who shrink back and so are lost, 

but among those who have faith and so are saved. Now 

faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.”—Hebrews 10:39-11:1 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   

 

 

Pastor’s word  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Beth Warpmaeker 

We all need a plan for our money and we want that plan to 

be productive and to give us peace of mind.  In response to 

this need, beginning January16, 2018, Kinsmen will be 

offering the Dave Ramsey course Financial Peace University  

(FPU). It is a plan that teaches God's ways of handling  

money.  Through video teaching, class discussions and  

interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical,  

practical steps to get from where you are to where you 

dream to be.  This plan will show you how to get rid of 

debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely and 

much more! This course will be offered to Kinsmen members 

and the wider community in separate English and Spanish 

classes. (¡Paz Financiera en Español tambien!) 

This will be our third year hosting FPU at Kinsmen. Here are 

just a few of the comments from attendees in years past:  

• “We are now credit card debt free and committed to 

stay that way”  

• We have most benefitted from learning God’s principles 

of money”  

• “You are making a difference in the community and 

your congregation”  

• “I believe that every aspect of FINANCIAL PEACE  

UNIVERSITY can help everyone, yes EVERONE.   

No excuses, budget is the key! 

• “FPU has given me the tools I need to plan a budget 

and to build wealth on an hourly salary.  I feel much 

more at ease about my finances!”  

• “Before this class, I never felt ‘in control’ of my finances.  

Now, I have a plan and confidence that I will make 

good decisions”  

The course involves a commitment on Tuesday evenings 

from 7-8:30 pm beginning on January 16. The cost is $80 

for 9-week course in English and $40 for the 6-week course 

in Spanish. (These are both discounted prices from what you 

find on FPU’s website.) Additional partial scholarships may 

be available upon request from Pastor Beth. Please register 

on the church’s website to receive this special discounted 

price. Childcare will be available if requested.  

Financial  Peace  University is  back in English and Spanish! 
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ABENDMUSIK 
Mark your calendar for Winter Camp  

 

Join us for a fun afternoon and evening of creativity! This 

family event features singer/songwriter James Hersch, who 

has long delighted Lutheran campers young and old with  

his original music. Our own Sara Ray first encountered his 

music when she went to church camp. 

Minnesota Singer/Songwriter, James Hersch, brings a touch 

of winter to Kinsmen…without the shovels of course!  Be 

touched by the inspiring message and music of this remarkable 

troubadour. Don’t miss this tuneful celebration of childhood 

and life in general, and bring a friend or two! 

During the kid’s afternoon camp (1 PM to 5:45 PM) we will 

sing songs with musician James Hersch and the kids will 

work with him to write their own song. This event will delight 

children in elementary school as they use their creative  

energy as a group! 

Schedule: 

1:00 PM – 5:45 PM – Creative Workshop for children 

grades K-5 ($10 material fee applies) Sign up at  

tinyurl.com/kinsmenwintercamp. 

7:00 PM –  Free Intergenerational Concert. RSVP is not  

required, but greatly appreciated. 

Light refreshments follow the concert — please stay and meet 

the artist. Don’t miss this tuneful celebration of childhood 

and life in general! 
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noisy  

offering 
Living Water International has found 

that helping communities create 

sustainable water, sanitation, 

hygiene, and Christian witness 

programs in partnership with local 

churches is just the best way we've 

found to do that. Why? Because the 

water crisis affects poverty, women, 

health and education—and it's a 

spiritual issue. 

663 million people lack access to 

an improved source of drinking 

water—that's 1 in 9 of us. In the places we work, it's more 

like 1 in 2.  Great progress is being made globally, but 

whole people groups are being overlooked—it's the poorest 

people with the least political power that continue to suffer, 

and these are the people we are called to serve. 

Water & Women. Many women spend 20 hours per 

week collecting water, some walking 7 miles a day, often 

for contaminated water. Too often the walk is not safe for 

them physically. It is women and the children they raise  

who suffer most without water, and who benefit most from 

access to it. 

Water & Health Water-related diseases cause 2.2 million 

deaths a year; every day, diarrhea takes the lives of 2,000 

children in Africa—more than any other single cause of 

death. Safe water, a toilet, and clean hands could prevent 

90% of these deaths. 

Water & Education Globally, water-related diseases steal 

443 million school days a year. Roundworm, whipworm, 

and hookworm stunt growth, cause debilitating anemia, and 

follow kids into the classroom, shrinking cognitive potential. 

Illness causes absenteeism and early drop-out. Simple 

solutions can keep kids in school. 

Water & the Gospel. There's hope. In the past 20 years 

2 billion people have gained access to safe drinking 

water—but that's not the best story. Water is a picture of 

living water—the good news that God wants to transform 

people, communities, and the whole world through the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

On January 13 and 14, we have the opportunity to help 

those lacking access to clean water with our Noisy Offering 

for Living Water International.   

January 13 & 14 

If you have been worshipping at Kinsmen and you would like to learn more 

about our church, or if you think you might be interested in becoming a  

member, we invite you to consider attending the Introduction to Kinsmen class 

on January 21 at 12 noon.  The class will meet in the Conference Room and 

will be over at 2 PM.  Lunch is provided and childcare is available upon request.   

Participation in the class does not commit you to church membership, but it is 

an opportunity for you to find out more about the life and ministry of Kinsmen.  

If you are interested or would like to know more, contact Lynnae Schatz 

(lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org).   
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 GLIMPSES OF GRACE 
   November 2017 

Noisy Offering/ 
TXLA Ministries  

 $1,370.25  

Sunday School/ 
TXLA Ministries  

 $94.65  

  General Mission Support $8,868.70  

  Designated Mission Support $188.00  

  Life Center $800.00  

  KCA Scholarships $625.00  

  Good Samaritan Fund $140.00  

  Abendmusik/ 
  C.E. King School Orchestra 

$1,750.00  

  Northwest Assistance Ministries 
$515.00  

  Habitat $100.00  

  Upbring/Krause $200.00  

  Reach Unlimited $600.00  

  Living Waters $400.00  

  Sunday School/Life Center $371.64  

  Hurricane Harvey Good        
  Samaritan Fund 

$11,500.00  

  Community of Hope Intl. $50.00  

  OCTOBER TOTAL $28,405.74  

  Y-T-D TOTAL $171,961.81  

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE:  

CARE MINISTRY 
DecembER 2017 

Flower Delivery 39 

Prayer Shawl 1 grace  

Glimpses  

 KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE - CHURCH ONLY 

 Operating Highlights for  NOVEMBER 2017 

       Budget      Actual    Variance 

 Total Income       129,070  120,531    (8,539) 

 Total Expenses      (134,244)     (122,556)     11,688  

 Net      (5,174)    (2,025)       3,149  

 Year-to-date 

 Total Income 1,486,034   1,467,718    (18,316)  

 Total Expense   (1,506,886)  (1,446,276)      60,610 

 Net        (20,852)        21,442     42,294 

    

Giving Update    

Thankoffering      Budget     Actual   Variance 

Month-to-Date      100,461       92,738     (7,723) 

Year-to-Date    1,142,097  1,128,105    (13,991) 

Total Pledges 125     

Against Pledge 124     

Over Paid Pledge 9     

Non-Pledged 245     

Total Households 

Giving 
378 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

*This list is compiled from church records. If your name is missing or the information listed above is 

incorrect, please notify the church office. (jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

1 8 13 19 25 

Bil, Aleu Kloppenburg, Jackie Boggs, Darlene Blom, Bishop Paul Ehlers, Daniel 

Funke, Andrew Lueders, Anjali Mielke, Grace Davis, Suzanne Erickson, Lisa 

Madsen, Maryellen Mc Mahan, Charlie  Gordon, Priscilla Lee, Sin-Ming Flora 

 Mullinix, Gary 14   

2 Parr, Katy Bachmeier, Ashley 20 26 

Ivey, Dennis  Gerber, Eva Daniels, Steven Smith, Amber 

Landgraf, Laura 9 Landgraf, Patrick Fidler, Alex Swerdon, Bob 

 Hurtado, Isabella Lockhart, Jefferson Fidler, Liz  

3 Porter, Dylan Simpson, Ann Keeling, Anna 27 

Hayes, Joyce    Junker, Sue 

Nott, Michael 10 15 21 Rinn, Alvina 

 Boller, Bob Johanson, Linda Henning, Kelly  

4 Fretwell, Jennifer Rovang, Susan Klages, Tanya 28 

Franklin, Stella Hart, Carol Wietstruck, Abigail Miller, Karen Garlin, Barton 

Johnston, Caymann Schraeder, Terry Wietstruck, Madeline Remmert, John Laing, Alistair 

Stark, Larry    Richter, Terry 

 11 16 22 Watkins, Deborah 

5 Crowe, Laura Clark, Susan Dunens, Egons  

Blackwell, Jonathan Poorman, Janet Parr, Patsy Gwamanda, Phoenix 29 

Davis, Jeneisa   Reder, Andrew Davis, Daniel 

Mosqueda, Veronica 12 17 Schraeder, Max Ford, Kimberly 

Rudy, Tracey Baasen, Irene P. Bachmeier, Steve Schraeder, Rex Lowe, Jenalie 

 Cook, Keith Hahn, Leigh  Rall, Mitchell 

6 Garlin, Phillip Woods, Amy 23  

Hakala, Dani Heggeseth, Christine  Kaurich, Joshua 30 

 Hock, James 18 Schlotterbeck, Don Kaurich, Jennifer 

7 Holsberg, Daniel Morgan, Randall Wittnebel, Jill Mc Cue, Allison 

Bilsten, Dawn Howard, Jack Mulkey, Julie  Wendt, Dolores 

Hudson, Jessica Needham, John Bailey Pate, Julie 24  

Lockhart, Joel Porth, Cindy  Porter, Deanna 31 

Schoof, Neva Timmerman, Tristan  Ray, Garrett Lowe, Christen 

    Orosco, Sylvia 

    Ruen, April 

* 




