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Pastor’s Word 

Trusting in God’s Abundance 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”—Philippians 4:6 

 

It happened again! Yes, I confess. I was worried, anxious, full of doubts, but God surprised 

me with abundance once again. Recently, I was needing to hire someone. I was anxious and worried, but then the  

interest in the position and the applicants overwhelmed me. We now have an incredible Office Manager on staff, Kelsea 

Tipping! 

 

This also happened during our last Capital Campaign. We launched the campaign in 2018, then we had a major  

facility-wide electrical issue discovered, then a hail-storm damaging our newly repaired roof. After that, there was the  

pandemic and shut downs, and then there was major facility damage from the February 2021 freeze. I was worried we 

wouldn’t be able to accomplish all we believed God had called us to do. However, in spite of these many set backs, extra 

funds were made available for mission through insurance, other unexpected sources and all of your generosity that  

overflowed!! This meant that we exceeded our Capital Campaign goals. The goal was $1.5 million and to date, we have 

received $1,574,333. In addition, ALL of the major projects and initiatives were completed (some ended up being bigger 

than anticipated). See the overview on page 20. 

 

As of July 2025, those Capital Campaign funds are no longer 

sustaining the budget. They have been used wisely and strategically 

and they are nearly gone. Without their sustaining influence, at our 

present rate, we will have a shortfall by the end of the year. I am 

tempted to worry and be anxious, but I’m choosing to trust in God 

and all of your generosity. Please consider reinstating your Capital 

Campaign regular giving or simply increase your giving by a 

percentage. We want to end this year strong financially, so we can 

continue to do impactful outreach ministry and so we can dream and listen to where God is calling us at this time as we 

begin a new Long Range Vision and possibly a new Capital Campaign in the future. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Beth Warpmaeker  

Senior Pastor 

A Message from the Treasurer, Finance Chair and Generosity 
Team Chair: 
 

We have so much to celebrate at Kinsmen! As the Capital Campaign comes to an end this month, we can look towards 

the future with confidence in our dreams for our growing Christian ministry in the community. 

 

As of June, revenues at Kinsmen (KLC and KCA) are ahead of expenses by over $22,000. However, the Capital 

Campaign income line funds were finished in July 2025. If giving stays the same through the end of the year, we will 

have a shortfall of approximately $85,000 (approximately 6% of the overall giving)... 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Sermon Series: Godly 
Things 
Beginning August 2/3 

 

There are all kinds of things that get in the way of 

our relationship with God. Jesus names greed, our 

possessions, hypocrisy and inhospitality in our 

readings this month. Instead, we are encouraged 

to learn from the great cloud of witnesses that have 

gone before us and we are urged to “seek the 

things that are above”—Godly things. Join us to 

hear about the things Jesus desires for us in this  

5-week sermon series in August.  

Dates Sermon Title First Reading Gospel 

August 2/3 Rich Toward God Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21 

August 9/10 To the Horizon Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40 

August 16/17 They’ve Got Us Surrounded Hebrews 11:29—12:2  Luke 12:49-56 

August 23/24 Setting People Free Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke 13:10-17 

August 30/31 What’s Good for the Heart Hebrews 13.1-9, 15-16 Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 
Staff Transitions—Welcome Kelsea 
Please join me in welcoming Kelsea Tipping into a new role on  

Kinsmen’s staff as Office Manager! Chris Ray will continue to work  

part-time in Media right now. Kelsea has been doing some of the Young Adult outreach with 

Pastor Jay, but she will now be at the front desk Monday to Thursday. Welcome Kelsea! 
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What is an acolyte? 
 
AKA flame bearer, torch carrier...but maybe a more accurate definition is… 

...a person who assists in worship services. The term comes from the Greek word akolouthos, 

meaning follower or attendant. 

We welcome children of all ages to help light and extinguish the candles. It is helpful to be tall 

enough to reach the candles on the altar, but you can always get help from a caring adult. 

There is a bit of training involved if you haven't done it before, because this is a very important 

job in the church. We'd love for your child to serve in this way! 

Sign up to Acolyte: https://bit.ly/KinsmenAcolytes 

Jackie Hanson coordinates the acolytes, and her contact information is on the sign-up list to coordinate a training time.  

 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
Weekend 
August 23/24 

 

Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live 

faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully. The need is 

great and God’s church is at work. We are the church 

together. By performing acts of service we explore one of 

our most basic Lutheran convictions: All of life in Jesus 

Christ — every act of service, in every daily calling, in 

every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace.  

 

Join us for worship on “God’s work. Our hands.” weekend, 

August 23 and 24, as we come together for a day of 

sharing grace.  

 

What does this mean? During Saturday evening worship, 

August 23, we will have projects available to do as part of 

the work-ship experience. On Sunday morning, August 25, 

we will gather for one worship service at 9 AM. After 

worship, participants will be encouraged to serve at a 

project of their choosing.  

This year’s projects are:  

 

Delivering beds for Sleep in Heavenly Peace, 

- Teacher projects, 

- Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore,  

- Washing firetrucks (this project is reserved for families 

with young children), 

- Quilting for Lutheran World Relief, 

- Abandoned Animal Rescue (this project is reserved for 

high school youth), 

- Outdoor work at Redeemed Ministries, 

- Sprucing up the KCA gardens, 

- Creating cards for 6E Staff at Methodist Willowbrook 

Hospital 

- Helping with the Celebratory Luncheon  

 

We will re-gather at church on Sunday at 12:00 PM for a 

celebratory luncheon. Every deed, no matter how great or 

small, reflects God’s love. Thank you in advance for 

sharing God’s grace with others through service to our 

community. #GodsWorkOurHands  

Sign up for your project at: http://bit.ly/3GVDoz4 

https://bit.ly/KinsmenAcolytes
http://bit.ly/3GVDoz4
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Naomi Summer Bible Sessions 
Tuesday, August 5 at 10AM 
Kinsmen ladies, plan to meet with an informal, caring group of women in 

the Naomi Bible Study in August. We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at 10AM in the Coffee House in the Community Life Center.  

There are several women in the Bible who were involved in creating or 

making things, whether through physical craftmanship, spiritual 

leadership, or other forms of creativity. We will look at some of these 

women as we continue our summer plans—to have a devotion then use the time to learn more about one another.  

 

We will consider:  

- The woman in Proverbs 31 who embodied creativity in every part of her life 

- Tabitha (Dorcas), who made clothes for the poor 

- The Shunammite woman in 2 Kings, who exemplified creativity in hospitality 

- Miriam, who demonstrated creative expression through music and dance 

- Priscilla, who was a tentmaker alongside her husband, playing a role in the early ministry 

 

These women in the Bible show that creativity and making things were significant in both practical and spiritual 

contexts. They demonstrated that women were active creators in their communities and in the faith. 

We ask women attending Naomi in August to bring an example of or a picture showing something they have created. 

It might be anything—a garden, a favorite recipe, a piece of artwork, clothing or a quilt, a poem or piece of music, a 

book or article, a piece of jewelry, a fancy costume, a floral arrangement, a dance routine, or other type of creation. 

We can’t wait to learn more about one another’s interests and creativity. Please join us on August 5th at 10AM for a 

meaningful and fun discussion! 

 

For any questions, please contact Pastor Jay Shailer. 

mailto:jshailer@klch.org
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Mental Health Matters Initiative 
Summer Update 
Hello friends! 

Summer is almost over & I know a lot of you have kids going back to school.  

I like this article from Calm on how to support your child going back to 

school:  

https://health.calm.com/resources/blog/9-tips-for-supporting-children-during

-the-back-to-school-transition/ 

We’re still on track behind the scenes getting everything prepared for our 

support group to return!  

 

September 3: in-person in the Coffee House - 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

September 17: online via Zoom - 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

If you have any questions, contact Lynnae (lschatz@klch.org). 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

- Sarah Hornstein 

Register at:  https://bit.ly/GirlsNightOutWatercolor 

https://health.calm.com/resources/blog/9-tips-for-supporting-children-during-the-back-to-school-transition/
https://health.calm.com/resources/blog/9-tips-for-supporting-children-during-the-back-to-school-transition/
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
https://bit.ly/GirlsNightOutWatercolor
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Fall Group Launch—Discipleship Team 

Coming in September:  

Big Questions. Small Groups. Good Movies. 
As we step into fall, the Discipleship Team invites you to join us in focusing on Sensitive 

Evangelism. Sensitive Evangelism is often described as walking alongside someone. Its focus 

is on the importance of building relationships and offering a supportive presence as a way to 

lead someone towards faith. Sensitive Evangelism is often characterized by demonstrating 

the love of Christ through actions rather than just words.  

Reel Conversations 

Have you ever had a movie stir something deep inside you? In September and October, join 

a small group for 7 weeks to view a movie and engage in real conversation about issues of 

grace, hope, and redemption through powerful storytelling. Faith doesn’t always begin with 

answers. Sometimes it begins with a better question. Even if you have seen the movies, this is 

a chance to perhaps see them with fresh eyes. 

You will be able to choose from one of two movie options: 

“Finding Grace” offers a modern redemption arc with clear themes of forgiveness, second 

chances, and grace. A troubled teen. An unlikely connection. A story of second chances. 

What does grace look like in real life? Can broken people be redeemed? 

“The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” is rich with allegory, identity, sacrifice, and hope 

— an epic journey of sacrifice and courage in a magical world. Why do we resonate with 

sacrifice and rescue stories? 

Watch for more information and plan to join a group this fall to watch, reflect, and converse! 

Are you interested in a  

Group Trip to Greece? 

Pastor Beth will be taking a group trip called “Journeys of the Apostle Paul and the 

Greek Islands” April 15-26, 2026. The cost WITHOUT airfare will be $3,890.  

The itinerary will begin in Thessaloniki and Philippi. It will travel south to Athens and 

Corinth and then it will include a 4-day cruise to a few islands including Patmos 

with a visit to Ephesus in Turkey.  

Please let Pastor Beth know if you are interested in traveling with this group in  

April 2026.  

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Chair Yoga 

Mondays and Fridays at 10:30AM 
Chair Yoga is offered at Kinsmen (in the narthex – just outside of the 

sanctuary) on Mondays and Fridays at 10:30 AM. Kinsmen 

member, Terri Beeler is the instructor.  

 

Wear comfortable clothes – clothes you can move in. You may also 

want to bring a water bottle, face towel and something that can be 

used as a supportive strap such as a belt, scarf or kitchen towel. A 

suggested donation of $5 is asked for each class.  

Hear what Rick T. and Pat E. have to say about Chair Yoga:  

“My experience with chair yoga at Kinsmen was truly wonderful. It 

helped my sense of well-being, balance, and state of mind: both relaxing and invigorating, as well as increased 

mobility. Thank You Kinsmen!” - Rick T.  

“When I was first approached to attend the Chair Yoga class at Kinsmen, I was very skeptical! However, by the end 

of the 2nd class, I discovered I could hardly wait for the next class. Of course, there are the obvious physical health 

advantages, being able to move, stretch, & strengthen "old /tired" muscles that may have gone "a little" slack from 

being underutilized. But there are a lot more intrinsic advantages too: strengthening and deepening of friendships that 

are already established, the forming of new friendships, the ability to laugh at yourself when you just can't get "it" 

quite right, and knowing that the others in the class are also experiencing the same feelings. The acceptance and 

encouragement from the instructor and everyone else in the class is remarkable! My suggestion, "Come join us for fun, 

for friendships, for encouragement, and for your physical and mental well-being. Hopefully, you will enjoy it as much 

as the rest of us do!” - Pat E. 

Questions? Contact Lynnae Schatz at (lschatz@klch.org).    

Pickleball 

Thursdays, August 7 and 21 at 6:30PM 
Join in on the fun on August 7 and 21 at 6:30PM. All equipment is 

provided. Dress comfortably.  

Questions? Contact Lynnae Schatz at lschatz@klch.org or Ken 

Mersiovsky. 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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A Class with Pastor Jay: 
“... and the Son.” Beginning August 10 or August 18 
Just one word can cause a lot of problems. In the 11th century, a word was added to the Nicene Creed and it resulted in 

the Eastern and Western church splitting in two, known as the Great Schism. How could one little word do such a thing? 

And more importantly, why does it matter to Lutherans in Houston Texas in 2025? Quite a bit! 

Join Pastor Jay to learn about the theological history of the Nicene Creed, the "filioque" clause which caused so much 

trouble, and the new joint statements on this issue between the Lutheran World Federation and the Eastern Orthodox 

Church. 

Class offered at two times: 

• Men's Monday Night Bible Study: Aug 18, 

25, & Sept 8, 15 at 7:00pm 

• Sunday Education Hour: Aug 10, 17, and 

31 at 9:45am - 10:45am  

Register here: https://bit.ly/andtheSon 

Join this Sunday Morning Group 
Group facilitators: Skip and Linda Brinz 

Mountaintop moments—those moments when we experience the power, love, and grace of God in 

a way difficult to capture with words. They give us a sense of God's presence in our lives and of-

ten change our perspective of who God is and who we are. 

Beginning August 10th @ 9:45 in Room 19 CLC 

Kinsmen Young Adult Ministry 

Kinsmen Young Adult Ministry is excited to bring back an opportunity for the 

ladies — Women of the Word! Join us once again as we dive into the unique 

issues and challenges facing young women, all through a biblical lens. 

This women’s group discussion series invites participants to explore the complex 

intersection of faith and women’s rights, issues, and daily life. Over weekly 

gatherings, we’ll create a safe and supportive environment for meaningful 

conversations, fostering a deeper connection to our beliefs and each other. This 

group invites you to share perspectives, deepen your understanding, and connect 

with others in an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect. Let’s explore this important topic through the lens of faith 

together. Women of the Word will be having its final session on August 10th from 9:45 AM to 10:45 AM at Kinsmen’s 

Parlor room.  

If you have any questions please contact either Kelsea Tipping kelseatipping@gmail.com or Pastor Jay jshailer@klch.org 

https://bit.ly/andtheSon
mailto:kelseatipping@gmail.com
mailto:jshailer@klch.org
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Confirmation Ministry 

We’re ready for another year of Confirmation Ministry. Reminder that all 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade students are welcome to be a part of this important 

Christian formation program, culminating with a young person’s 

Affirmation of Baptism.  

If you or family members have not been a part of Confirmation in the 

Lutheran  tradition, it’s not ever too late. Please contact Pastor Jay to 

discuss creating a pathway to being a Confirmed member of the church. 

This school year’s programing will remain the same, but the  

Learning Events will be held at a new time: 12:15pm – 2:00pm. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions.  

High School Ministry (HSM) 

HSM had an amazing summer and is ready to keep up the deep and 

meaningful ministry with the high school students this fall. There are a lot of 

opportunities to get involved and get connected.  

If you have any questions please get in touch with Pastor Jay, and 

remember to follow @kinsmen_hsm on Instagram! 
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3rd Grade Milestone  
Sunday, August 3 at 9:45AM 
3rd graders are ready for a new bible! Join us as we explore this new bible and 

learn more about God’s love letter written to us. Parents are invited to attend this 

class with their 3rd graders. 

We will celebrate this milestone with our Kinsmen family during worship at 11 

AM on Sunday, August 17.  

 

Beginning Sunday School Milestone  

Sunday, August 3 at 9:45AM  

For all 3 and 4-year-olds who haven’t yet participated in Sunday School yet! 

Come meet your Sunday School teachers (they’re really cool and fun!), see your 

classroom, and get warmed up for a wonderful year of Sunday School with mom 

& dad by your side! 

Sunday school begins on August 10 and that’s when kids will go by themselves 

and parents can go to an adult class!  

Blessing of the Backpacks 

August 9 and 10 
Blessing of the Backpacks will happen during all worship services on 

Saturday, August 9 and Sunday, August 10. We know the beginning of the 

school year impacts everyone in our community, so everyone is welcome to 

come forward during worship a receive a small gift to mark this milestone! 
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Kinsmen Children’s Academy  

Meet Your Teacher 
Our new school year begins on Wednesday, August 13 for ages 0-4. 

Come and meet your teacher and all your new friends on Monday, 

August 11 at 6 PM. 

Sunday Nursery 

We LOVE to have (wiggly, joyful, noisy, singing) kids in worship, and 

we know sometimes that just isn’t going to happen. When worshipping 

together as a family isn’t possible, we are happy to have the nursery 

open for you! Our church nursery is for those ages 0-5. 

The nursery is open on Sundays from 8:15 AM to 12 PM in Room 

B118.  

The nursery is also open during the Education Hour so older kids and 

adults can all go to their respective classes, and the littlest can be cared 

for in the nursery. 

Questions? Contact Sara – sray@klch.org  

Save the Date! 

October 5 at 2:30PM 
Our annual blessing of the pets will be on Sunday, October 5 at 2:30PM 

by the fountain. We can’t wait to see you and your furry, scaly, or 

feathery friends there! 
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Yehiel Curry Elected Presiding Bishop of the ELCA 

PHOENIX (July 30, 2025) — The Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected July 30 to serve a six-year term as presiding bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The election took place   during the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

being held July 28–Aug. 2 at the Phoenix (Ariz.) Convention Cen-

ter. 

Curry was elected on the fifth ballot. There were 799 votes cast, 

with 400 votes needed for an election. Curry received 562 votes, 

and the Rev. Kevin Strickland, bishop of the ELCA Southeastern 

Synod, received 237 votes. Curry is the first Black presiding bishop 

of the ELCA. 

Speaking to the assembly after his election, Curry reflected on his membership at Shekinah Chapel in Riverdale, Ill., where 

he eventually became a lay mission developer while he participated in the Theological Education for Emerging Ministries 

program, which prepares individuals for ordained ministry in the ELCA, with a focus on emerging ministry contexts like 

ethnic-specific, multicultural, rural and inner-city settings. He spoke to the assembly about his initial hesitation in accepting 

that first ministry role. 

“Perhaps I’m out there in one of you,” Curry said. “I never saw myself as good enough, so for two years, I said no. I finally 

said yes. When I said yes, your support, this church’s support, of that ministry meant everything. So if you want to know 

what your benevolence dollars look like, it looks like me, and I want to say thank you. Thank you for your investment.” 

Curry has served as bishop of the ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod since 2019. He previously served as mission devel-

oper (2009-2012) and pastor (2012-2019) of Shekinah. 

He received a Bachelor of Arts from Lewis University in Romeoville, Ill., in 1995 and a Master of Divinity from the Lutheran 

School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC) in 2013. LSTC is one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

Walking the Mourner’s Path 
September 14 
We all experience the grief that comes with losing someone we love and with that 

grief comes the journey of mourning. Beginning Sunday, September 14 at 3PM 

Kinsmen will offer this eight-week support program. 
Participants will have the opportunity to share their journey with others and discover 

that while their pain is unique, they are not alone. Christ is present with those who 

mourn and there are tools for moving forward while honoring our loved ones. To 

register or more information please contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@klch.org). 

Registration ends September 8.  
“Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest” Matthew 11:28-29  

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=66874c16b3ccadbb&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS931US931&cs=0&q=emerging+ministry+contexts&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJoqSY4uWOAxXPk4kEHfkaJc4QxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfCSngHxoQHxvorptf44I_oWxcWU8lo7Nt1tHpMtMyC58ETH5cVPdEKQUsEB-kzdtfWbwj1z-1zn8FTKG
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We are filled with joy to 

share that we recently held 

the welcoming ceremony for 

the new members of the 

Sagrada Familia Latino 

Ministry. It was a deeply 

moving and spiritual moment 

as we embraced those who 

have chosen to join our 

mission of faith and service. 

This event marks an 

important milestone in the 

journey we have taken as a 

community to guide our 

brothers and sisters toward 

active membership.  

We are grateful to see the 

fruits of this ongoing 

process. 

We will soon be 

announcing new additions to 

our ministry, and we remain 

committed to strengthening 

the bonds that unite us as 

one family in Christ. 

Thank you for being part of 

this beautiful mission! 



Kinsmen Connection, page 15 August 2025 

QUINCEAÑERA 

SALSA AND MERENGUE 

It was a true blessing to celebrate the 

Thanksgiving Mass for Kimberly 

Berrios’ 15th birthday, a young 

woman who is active and committed 

to our community. The ceremony was 

led by Pastor Jay Shailer and Pastor 

Adriana Johnson-Rivas, who joined 

Kimberly in this special moment, along 

with her parents, godparents, family, 

and friends. During the celebration, 

we lifted our prayers so that God may 

bless her abundantly in this new stage 

of her life, guiding her with love, 

wisdom, and faith. 

We thank everyone who took part in 

this beautiful celebration and continue 

to accompany Kimberly with our 

prayers and affection. 

For two consecutive Wednesdays, 

we enjoyed Salsa and Merengue 

classes led by Pastor Adriana as 

part of the KSA program. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to learn 

something new, explore the 

richness of Latin music, and most 

importantly, share joyful moments 

as a community. 

We had so much fun dancing, 

laughing, and strengthening our 

bonds as a family of faith! 

Upcoming  

Events 
 

ESL Classes 

Mexican 

Lotería 

Wellness Fair 



Kinsmen Connection, page 16 August 2025 
 

Noisy Offering: August 9/10 

Sleep In Heavenly Peace 
All children deserve a safe, comfortable place to lay their heads. Across  the US, too many 

boys and girls go without a bed—or even a pillow—to sleep on. These children end up 

sleeping on couches, blankets, and even floors. This can affect their happiness and health. 

That’s where Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) comes in. SHP is a group of volunteers dedicated to building, assembling and 

delivering top-notch bunk beds to children and families in need. SHP is an international organization working to solve an 

international problem.   

A SHP chapter was created in North Houston 6 years ago. In those 6 short years over 7,500 beds have been built and 

delivered from the N. Houston SHP chapter.   

You can help make a difference this month in four ways:  

1. Contribute to the Noisy Offering dedicated for Sleep in Heavenly Peace. The Noisy Offering will be collected during 

worship on August 9 and 10, but you can give online all month. 

2. Donate NEW twin size sheets, twin size comforters, twin size bed-in-a- bag, and/or pillows during August. A collection 

bin will be in the narthex. 

3. Volunteer to deliver beds, especially with the God's Work. Our Hands. project on Sunday, August 24. 

4. Volunteer with SHP on their build days and other delivery days.   

Let's see to it that NO KID SLEEPS ON THE FLOOR IN OUR TOWN!® 

The "In the Community for Good" Capital Campaign brought in over $1.5m and was used for: 

• Several campus improvements including repairing and upgrading external lighting, making the parking lot ADA 

compliant, upgrading our electrical systems 

• Making Technology improvements - updating sanctuary projectors and computers, and other improvements for video  

ministry 

• Upgrading the Library, converting it to a Bride’s Room and coffee house 

 

Also, the capital campaign provided an opportunity to seed several ministries to see where God would take us. Some of 

those have sprouted roots and are beginning to see growth (e.g. Spanish Speaking Ministry), but we did go through some 

rough times with the pandemic.  

When we started this campaign, we planned that after a period of time, we would have to eventually sustain the ministry 

through our Thankoffering (our Operating Budget). In 2024, 10% of our budget ($180k) came from the Capital Campaign 

to cover costs, now we need to cover all the costs internally and/or reconfigure our ministries to those we want to continue 

to grow or trim back.   

The Generosity Team is currently working on goals for our Fall Campaign and it is our hope that every household will 

prayerfully consider an increase in their giving for 2026. However, we hope and pray that you might increase your giving 

now. Many hands make light work -- both in physical labor and the financial security of our Faith Home. 

Thank you, 

 

Mark Hanson (Finance Team Chair) 

Jen Nash (Church Council Treasurer)  

Melissa Turnquist (Generosity Team Chair) 

(A Message from the Treasurer, Finance Chair and Generosity Team Chair - continued from page 2) 
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Do you want to grow in your relationship with Christ? Do you want to acquire the skills to handle different life situations 

in your everyday journey? Then, the Community of Hope is for you where you will be challenged in your relationship with 

Christ and utilize life skills to help others.  

Community of Hope International is designed to create Christian communities of Lay Chaplains united in prayer, shaped 

by Benedictine Spirituality and equipped for and serving in pastoral care ministries. The volunteer Lay Chaplains remain 

united in prayer and community as their ministries lead them to serve in the congregation and in the wider community. 

The program remains rooted in Benedictine Spirituality and is based on the classic “clinical pastoral education” model 

used in many hospitals to train pastoral caregivers. The Community of Hope training awakens trainees to God’s call on 

each of our lives by helping individuals discover and better understand their  

own spiritual gifts for ministry. Each participant is encouraged to make this experience a journey into wholeness to use 

this opportunity to explore a “rule of life”, practice sacred silence, Christian meditation, compassionate listening, pastora l 

identity and Lectio Divina, all within the context of Benedictine Spirituality.  

This experience builds Community and develops spiritually centered pastoral caregivers. Community of Hope training will 

begin Tuesday, August 19 at 5 PM. The training is for 14 weeks and will be in person.  Interested or questions? Contact 

Lynnae Schatz for an application. The cost for the class is $50.  

“Care of the sick must rank above and before all else so they may truly be served as Christ, who said, “I was sick and 

you visited me.” (Matthew 25:36) The Rule of Benedict; Chapter 36 

August is National Make a Will Month! 

With National Make-A-Will Month right around the corner, now is the time for all of 

us to plan for our lasting legacy at Kinsmen and in the world.  

If you are looking for resources and inspiration to complete your Legacy Gift Plan-

ning, use these free resources in honor of Make-A-Will Month.   

Visit https://foundation.elca.org/giving-docs to achieve your planned giving goals 

this August.  

Pastor Beth has a list of lawyers and Estate planners, if you are interested. 

mailto:lschatz@klch.org
https://foundation.elca.org/giving-docs
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God's Work. Our Hands. 

On August 24, a group from Kinsmen will work at the 

Redeemed safe house, pulling weeds and beautifying some 

of their flower beds. If you have interest, please sign up 

and join us! 

Keep Houston Free 

The biggest charity fundraiser of the year for Redeemed, 

Keep Houston Free, is right around the corner, and they are 

seeking volunteers to assist in the planning and execution of 

this exciting event.  The gala will be held on Friday, 

September 26th, from 6:00-10:00 pm, at 602 Venue in 

The Woodlands. 

This year they celebrate 20 years, honoring two decades of 

God’s faithfulness while providing healing services to 

survivors of sex trafficking alongside people like members 

at Kinsmen who chose to get involved rather than look 

away. Because of generous hearts, Redeemed Ministries 

has been able to walk alongside 156 incredibly brave 

women on their journey from trauma to healing, hope, and 

new beginnings.  

Are you interested in volunteering for the event? Might you 

wish to attend the gala and sit at a table with other 

Kinsmen supporters? Please let me know! 

Immediate Needs 

And here are a few of their immediate needs that are 

physical. I encourage you to pray for provision, share with 

your sphere of influence, and consider making a purchase.  

Donations: 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Hobby Lobby gift 

cards to restock 

Expressive Art 

Gift Cards to Target 

for curtains/rods for 

EC  

Large Needs: 

New Minivan 

Small appointment car 

New Roof 

Kitchen and Bath facelifts 

Service Needs: 

Oral Surgeon (free/discounted) 

Trauma Counselors  

Check out some of their current needs and items you can 

purchase to support their work:  

https://www.redeemedtx.org/current-needs 

God lives here, now – at Redeemed, He meets us in the 

bodies of vulnerable human beings.  

Choose grace. 

Vicki Bigham, Kinsmen Champion for Redeemed 

Kinsmen Mission Partner: Redeemed Ministries 

Save the Date:  

Compassion International Weekend 

September 14 

Have you considered sponsoring a child through Compassion International? We will have a guest speaker on September 

13/14 who will speak about his experience being sponsored by a host family. Come hear his story and consider joining 

in this inspiring, life-saving work with our new mission partner—Compassion International. 

https://www.redeemedtx.org/current-needs
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On August 1, 2020 Kinsmen was able to 

begin serving the community because of a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

Bridging for Tomorrow and the Houston Food 

Bank.  Kinsmen was considered a “child” 

account with Bridging for Tomorrow being the 

“parent” account.   In those 5 years 21,715  

families or 132,447 individuals have been 

served.   

The Houston Food Bank cancelled all "child" 

accounts effective 7/31/25.   Bridging for Tomorrow had 

3 "child" accounts to help serve the community.  Kinsmen is 

the only "child" that has been serving the community twice 

a month.   

Due to federal cuts the Houston Food Bank is expecting a 

shortfall of $11 million dollars.  https://

www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-

11m-in-federal-cuts/   

Bridging for Tomorrow wants to continue to provide 

additional food for the community and offered Kinsmen the 

opportunity to do a "Food Fair" - a food distribution with a 

different name - one Saturday a month.  After discussion at 

the Outreach Meeting on 7/1/25,  it was determined that 

we would provide “Food Fair” distributions the first 

Saturday of every month.  This begins August 2, 2025.  

The distributions will be from 8 AM - 11 AM or when the 

food is gone – whichever comes first.  

 

 

What does this mean?  Bridging for Tomorrow will order 

10 pallets of food to be delivered the Thursday before the 

first Saturday of the month.  The pallets will be unloaded by 

Bridging for Tomorrow and will be waiting for Kinsmen 

volunteers to bag the food and distribute food just like we 

have been doing.  All of this will happen at Bridging for 

Tomorrow’s office and parking lot.  Bridging for Tomorrow 

is located at 5351 W.  Richey Road, Houston, 77066.   

We still need volunteers to help.  Use this link to sign up to 

help on August 2.   

Sign up at: https://kinsmenlutheran.org/food-distribution/ 

Food Distribution is a wonderful opportunity to do God’s 

Work with Our Hands in and with our community.    

If you have any questions, please ask Lynnae 

(lschatz@klch.org).   

Food Distribution 

Summer Giving 
Summer is here and many of us will be traveling and may miss a 

service or two at Kinsmen.  However, Kinsmen endures and God’s 

mission continues, so should our gifts to our church home. If you will 

be traveling and you might miss a Thankoffering along the way, 

please consider scheduling your monthly/weekly gift online (https://

kinsmenlutheran.org/online-giving/) OR you can always automate 

your gift through auto bill pay with your bank. And remember: you 

can always worship online while you are gone, but we look forward 

to seeing you in person when you get back! 

https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-11m-in-federal-cuts/
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-11m-in-federal-cuts/
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-11m-in-federal-cuts/
https://kinsmenlutheran.org/food-distribution/
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
https://kinsmenlutheran.org/online-giving/
https://kinsmenlutheran.org/online-giving/
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Decision about Kinsmen Children’s Academy  

Before and After School Program 

To the members of Kinsmen Lutheran Church and the community, 

After careful discussion and thoughtful discernment with the KCA School Board, we believe it would be a better use of our 

time and resources to discontinue the before and after care program, beginning in August 2025. This decision was not 

made lightly, and several factors contributed to this conclusion. 

First, local public schools are now utilizing their Title I funding to subsidize the cost of before and after care, making their 

programs significantly more affordable. As a result, many families choose the convenience and cost-effectiveness of  

keeping their children in one location throughout the day, making it difficult for us to compete—even if our prices were 

adjusted. 

Second, we have experienced a steady decline in attendance over the past several years, particularly following the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Despite creative efforts in programming and outreach, including Holiday Care during Klein’s extra 

breaks, this past school year ended with just seven children enrolled in the program. State licensing requires a staffing  

ratio of 1 to 35 students, but we often found ourselves operating at a ratio closer to 1 to 5 and often fewer. The difference 

in operating hours between this program and our preschool also created significant staffing challenges, particularly during 

early mornings and late afternoons. 

Third, we currently offer an affordable, high-quality, Christian preschool program that could reach more families. As  

enrollment has been increasing in 2025, we will be facing limitations in age-appropriate classroom space. Transitioning 

our oldest preschool students upstairs will help alleviate this constraint and better support our preschool program. 

This decision has been prayerfully considered over many months. We remain committed to serving the needs of our  

community and will continue to monitor how those needs evolve. Should the landscape change in the future—particularly 

in regard to public school offerings—we are open to revisiting this decision and potentially reinstating the program. 

To clarify, Camp Kinsmen will continue to operate during the summer. We believe this is feasible because the majority of 

both campers and staff are recruited specifically for the summer season. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support of Kinsmen Children's Academy as we continue to provide a 

safe, loving, and learning environment that inspires a foundation of faith for families. 

Sara Ray 

Director of Children's Ministry and Outreach 

Backpacks for BEAR  

August 10 from 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM in the Coffee House 

"Backpacks for Back to School Photos"  - donate a new backpack, and 

get 2 free back to school photos! The backpacks are then donated to a 

wonderful local charity BEAR, that supports children in foster care. 

This event is presented by MKStallings Photography, a local business. 

Photos will be taken in  the Coffee House. 
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August Birthdays 

 

Michael Carrier 8/01 

Aidan Nash 8/02 

Marie Borchert 8/02 

Mallory Stelzer 8/02 

Diane Garibay 8/02 

Josie Rodenhauser 8/02 

Joseph Clark 8/03 

Rick Miller 8/05 

Jana Kulhanek 8/05 

Marianne Timmerman 8/05 

Lisa Reder 8/06 

Patrick Beecher 8/06 

Rachel Ferguson 8/07 

David Gu 8/07 

Richard Schulze 8/08 

Kenneth Cox 8/08 

John Henze 8/08 

Bill Hillis 8/09 

Bob Douglas 8/10 

Angela Meyer 8/11 

  

  

Victoria Mills 8/11 

Jo Ella Doyle 8/11 

Peyton White 8/11 

Sandra Peterson 8/12 

Lauren Rivera 8/13 

Mary Collins 8/15 

Kailey Hines 8/15 

R'Nay Havran 8/16 

Destiney De Leon 8/16 

Dora Orosco 8/17 

Jacob Gillette 8/17 

Addison Turner 8/17 

Doug Ray 8/18 

Scott Nott 8/18 

Hunter Watson 8/18 

Amy Alderman 8/18 

Doug Porter 8/18 

Gitta Moseley 8/18 

James Leffel 8/18 

Kelly Strickler 8/19 

  

  

Jennifer Merkel 8/20 

Colin Young 8/20 

Gary Bertelson 8/20 

Vera Matson 8/20 

Mike Yuen 8/20 

Elissa Monrad 8/21 

Daniel Sutter 8/21 

Corey Klein 8/21 

Alan Fanaff 8/22 

Brian Moore 8/22 

Molly Zoril 8/23 

Pete Schmeisser 8/24 

Martha Hahn 8/24 

Doris Thompson 8/25 

John Hey 8/25 

Jake Holsberg 8/25 

Emma Rogers 8/25 

Myrlene Chapman 8/26 

George Karker 8/26 

Kelsey Vasquez 8/26 

  

  

Diane Smith 8/27 

Benjamin Holloway 8/28 

Janet Mueller 8/28 

Emily Baker 8/28 

Spencer Hilpert 8/28 

Grace LeMay 8/28 

Abigail Hanson 8/28 

Adam Craig 8/28 

Kennie Hall 8/29 

Jason Awbrey 8/29 

Dina Castaneda 8/29 

Diego Andres Gil 8/29 

Erik Smith 8/30 

Melissa Turnquist 8/30 

Tangie Cooper 8/30 

Addie Ray 8/30 

Alvin Johnson 8/30 

Steve Gurley 8/30 

Liam McBee 8/30 
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE 

OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE 2025 

  Budget  Actual   Variance 

Total Income 165,115 178,695 13,579 

Total Expenses 179,391 194,209 14,818 

Net (14,275) (15,514) (1,239) 

    

Year-to-Date (2025)  

Total Income 1,032,148 1,009,635 (22,512) 

Total Expenses 987,602 987,020 (583) 

Net 44,545 22,616 (21,929) 

GIVING UPDATE  

Thankoffering   Budget   Actual   Variance 

JUNE 2025 84,958 99,730 (14,772) 

2025 688,750 628,050 (60,700) 

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE 

CARE MINISTRY 

JULY 2025  

Flower Deliveries 48 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 
Noisy offering/ Bridging for Tomorrow 1,041.00 

General Mission Support 8,653.92 

Designated Mission Support 249.50 

KCA Scholarships 520.00 

Camp Hope Scholarships 765.00 

  

JUNE TOTAL 11,229.42 

  

YTD TOTAL 68,314.89 

Donate through Shelby Giving 

Giving financial gifts through 

Shelby Giving provides a fast, 

convenient and secure way for 

you to give one-time gifts or 

recurring donations by credit 

card (American Express, 

Discover, Mastercard or Visa) or 

by electronic check through your 

bank account. To make an 

electronic check payment, you 

will need to provide the bank 

routing number and account 

number that appears at the 

bottom of a check.  

If this is your first experience 

with Kinsmen’s online giving system, click “Sign In” 

and then “Register for an Account.” This will create 

your profile with a password and securely store your 

information so that it is unnecessary to re-enter it with 

each gift. 

4 EASY STEPS: 

1. Go to this website: https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive 

2. Sign In, Register for an Account, and Create your 

user profile. 

3. Choose to pay by credit card or bank account and 

fill in the appropriate account information. 

4. Choose the fund, the amount and click submit to 

make an online gift. 

Charitable Giving from your IRA  

IRA (individual retirement arrangement) owners age 70½ 

and older can make up to $108,000 in tax-free charitable 

donations during 2025 through qualified charitable  

distributions. For those age 73 or older, qualified charitable 

distributions (QCDs) also count toward the year's required 

minimum distribution (RMD). 

Generally, IRA distributions are taxable, but QCDs remain 

tax-free if sent directly to a qualified charity by the trustee. 

To make a QCD for 2025, IRA owners should contact their 

IRA trustee soon to ensure the transaction completes by  

year-end. Each eligible IRA owner can exclude up to 

$108,000 in QCDs from taxable income. (adapted from an 

article on irs.gov)  

https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive
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IN PERSON AND 

ONLINE 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  

 

INFORMAL WORSHIP 

Saturdays 

5:30 PM 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

Sundays 

8:30 AM 

 

EDUCATIONAL HOUR 

Sundays  

9:45 AM  

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

Sundays 

11:00 AM 

 

MISA en ESPAÑOL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

 

ESCUELA DOMINICAL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

CONNECTION  
is a monthly publication of Kinsmen 
Lutheran Church. Deadline for 

submitting news is the 15th day of 
each month or the previous church 

business day if the deadline falls on 
the weekend or on a church 
holiday.  

Rev. Dr. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 

bwarpmaeker@klch.org —Ext. 118 

Rev. Jay Shailer, Pastor of Discipleship 

jshailer@klch.org — Ext. 124 

Rev. Adriana Johnson-Rivas,  

Pastor of Latino Ministries 

ajohnson-rivas@klch.org.org  

— Ext. 119 

Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life 

lschatz@klch.org — Ext. 143 

Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & Outreach 

sray@klch.org — Ext. 117 

Colette Edwards, Senior Ministry Coordinator 

cedwards@klch.org — Ext. 111 

Chris Ray, Director of Media 

cray@klch.org 

Anh Truong, Accounts Payable Clerk 

atruong@klch.org  

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship Coordinator;  

kschulze@klch.org 

Alvin Johnson, Keyboardist for the Praise Team 

and Interim Choir Director 
ajohnson@klch.org 

Adriana Cuina, Spanish Communications Administrator 

acuina@klch.org—Ext. 114 

Ruben Aranda, Custodian 

Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Rachel Santellana, KCA Preschool Director 

rsantellana@klch.org—Ext. 123 

Robert Lewis, Organist 

rlewis@klch.org 

Hannah Macon, Children’s Choir Director 

Kelsea Tipping, Office Manager 

ktipping@klch.org 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a staff member directly by dialing  

281-444-3127, plus their extension 

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday  

9 AM—5 PM 

Friday  

9 AM—12 PM 
 

Contact Information 
 

281-444-3126 Phone    

281-444-1733 FAX 

kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

 

Membership 
 
Interested in learning more  

about Kinsmen?   

 

Contact Pastor Beth or Lynnae Schatz 

for more information. 

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org

