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Pastor’s Word 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

In recent years, there’s been a lot of debate over what is fake news and what is not. 

Conspiracy theories and misinformation have been pumped into our media streams 

making us wonder what is real and what is not real. More recently, I saw a news 

program about untrue memes on social media. They were created and crafted as good 

news or “feel-good” memes, but they were all completely untrue. Then I heard a news 

story on the radio about people having romantic and even mental health “therapy” 

relationships with AI-driven ChatGPT. The program was about all the dangers of relying 

on ChatGPT for this kind of support that should come from real human beings.  

I thought all of this confusion was a recent phenomenon, but then I started listening to the podcast, Revisionist History, by 

Malcom Gladwell. (Great podcast.) Many of these stories reveal the truth behind what we’ve thought was historical fact. 

For instance, one episode explores an image that changed the civils rights movement. It was a photo of a German 

shepherd lunging at a young black man. The story that went along with it was completely false. The police officer was 

actually trying to hold back the dog from harming the young man instead of attack him. 

After hearing and seeing one story after another on untrue things, my lament has become “Real or Unreal?!” What is 

really real?  What is really true? It’s unsettling when we don’t know on what foundation we can truly stand. There seems 

to be a lot of shifting sand in our world today. 

But then I realized, there IS a ground upon which we can stand, have faith, and be strengthened. I read through all the 

upcoming Bible lessons for September and I found some surprising, and not so surprising, answers to my lament. Moses, 

the prophets and Jesus offer us real love for real life. 

They speak about God’s forgiveness and grace. They speak about justice in the midst of unjust powers. They speak about 

compassion in the face of indifference and despair. What is real is a life 

heeding the words of the prophets and following Jesus’ teachings. What is 

real is human interactions and real in-person conversations. So each week 

during this sermon series, we will have “Reel Conversation” groups you can 

join (see page 9) and the sermons will focus on Jesus’ teachings about what 

leads to true life. 

Additionally, on the second weekend of this month, we’ll be focusing on Real 

Compassion. Poverty in this country and especially in other parts of the world 

is very real, but God’s compassion and love will always win out. The Outreach team is challenging us as a congregation 

to participate in a new real, tangible mission partnership on what we are calling Compassion Weekend September 

13/14. Instead of a regular Noisy Offering, we’ll be asking everyone to sponsor a child through Compassion 

International. If you do not feel that you can do this on your own, you’re encouraged to join with others in making sure a 

child can thrive and have real abundant life because of you! (See Kristen’s article on page 14). 

My husband, Mark, and I already sponsor one child with Compassion, but we will be joining in this effort to sponsor at 

least one more child beginning this month. I hope you will consider doing so as well. Our goal is to sponsor 25-30 

children as a congregation. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Beth Warpmaeker 
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Sermon Series: Real? Not Real? 

Beginning September 6/7 
 

In recent years, there’s been a lot of debate over what is fake 

news and what is not. Conspiracy theories and  

misinformation have been pumped into our media streams 

making us wonder what is real and what is not. It’s  

unsettling when we don’t know on what foundation we can 

truly stand. There seems to be a lot of shifting sand in our 

world today.  

But there IS a ground upon which we can stand, have faith, 

and be strengthened. Moses, the prophets and Jesus offer us 

words for real life.  

Join us for this 7-week series that will teach us about the One 

who leads us to real, authentic, new life. 

Dates Sermon Title First Reading Gospel 

September 6/7 Real Discipleship Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Luke 14:25-33 

September 13/14 Real Compassion Amos 6:1a, 4-7 Luke 16:19-31 

September 20/21 Real Stewardship/Wisdom Amos 8:4-7 Luke 16:1-13 

September 27/28 Real Forgiveness/Grace Exodus 32:7-14 Luke 15:1-10 

October 4/5 Real Faith Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 Luke 17:5-10 

October 11/12 Real Gratitude/Healing 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c Luke 17:11-19 

October 18/19 Real Persistence/Justice Genesis 31:22-31 Luke 18:1-8 

 
Staff News 
Celebrating 30 Years of Service 
 

We are honored to celebrate Ruben Aranda for 30 years of service to our church. His 

hard work, kindness, and steady presence have blessed so many of us over the years. 

We are so grateful for all he does to keep our church feeling like home. Be sure to give 

him a big “thank you” when you see him! We will be celebrating him with a reception 

on September 7. 
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Staff News Continued: 
Kinsmen has a new Alleluia Choir Director--John-Alan Gourdine! We also have two new ELCA Horizon grant interns— 

Mia Martinez and Ariana Melendez! Please join us in welcoming them! 

Ariana Melendez 
Ariana started getting involved with Camp Hope as a staff member and attended the 2024 

ELCA Youth Gathering. She completed her Confirmation as part of Latino Ministry and is now 

very active in Media. She will also be helping with Sunday School and ESL classes.   

Mia Martinez 
Mia was one of the Assistant Managers at Camp Hope this past summer. She also supports 

the ESL program and Sunday Services through Media. Moving forward she will help with 

youth and young adult ministries.    

John-Alan Gourdine 
He writes: “I am beyond excited to begin this journey with the Alleluia Choir! My wife and I hail 

from Atlanta, Georgia, although we have been here for nearly seven years. I enjoy baking and 

the gym, as well as binge watching anything Marvel-related. Of course, playing princesses and 

Barbie with my 4-year-old who used to attend the Kinsmen daycare, takes precedence. This new 

journey will be filled with light and joy! I can't wait to see what God has in store!” 

The Horizon apprentice program from ELCA has approved the  

participation of two young leaders from our community:  

Mia Martinez and Ariana Melendez. 

This year, the program has introduced changes in its structure and 

duration, and we’re proud to be one of the churches selected for 

this pilot plan. 

Our apprentices will work on Kinsmen projects and also receive 

training in leadership, inclusion, and other topics that will help 

shape them into well-rounded individuals who contribute to society. 

Congratulations to both for qualifying to participate!  

Good News from ELCA 
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Children’s Choir 

Begins September 7 

All elementary school children are invited to join us for Children’s Choir!  

We rehearse on Sundays from 10:30-10:50AM. 

Save the date to see us sing! 

9/28 11:00AM Service 

10/5  Pet Blessing @ 2:30PM 

10/26  8:30AM Service 

12/7  6:00PM Abendmusik Concert 

12/24  4:00PM Christmas Eve Service 

Naomi Women’s Bible Study  

Considers Messages in the Psalms 
Kinsmen ladies and your friends, plan to meet with an informal, caring group of women in the Naomi Bible Study in 

September. We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 10:00AM in the Coffee House in the Community Life 

Center.   

In September, we will look at the Psalms. The Psalms are like a spiritual guidebook for the heart—expressing deep 

personal faith, crying out in times of need, praising in times of joy, and always pointing back to God as the source of 

life, hope, and justice.  

We will discuss the messages we find in the Psalms and ask those who wish to identify their 

favorites, sharing why they find them meaningful.   

Please join us September 2nd at 10:00AM for discussion and sharing. You will love this 

women's group! For any questions, please contact Pastor Jay Shailer.  

For any questions, please contact Pastor Jay Shailer. 

Kinsmen Choir 
Now is the perfect time to join a Kinsmen choir!  

"Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise 

him according to his excellent greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him with 

tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing 

cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!” Psalm 150:1-6   

If you’d like to share your musical gifts in worship, contact Robert Lewis.  

Choir Rehearsals Resume this month 

Alleluia Choir - Wednesdays at 7PM  

Jubilee Ringers - Wednesdays at 10AM  - Contact Lynnae Schatz for more information. 

Kinsmen Ringers - Sundays at 9:30AM - Contact Lynnae Schatz for more information. 

mailto:jshailer@klch.org
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Chair Yoga 

Mondays and Fridays at 10:30AM 
Chair Yoga meets every Monday and Friday from 10:30—11:30AM 

in the narthex. Suggested donation is $5 per class.  

 

Have questions or concerns? 

 Contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@klch.org) or Terri Beeler   

Pickleball 

Thursdays, September 11 and 25 at 

6:30PM 
Pickleball meets on September 11 and 25 from 6:30—8:00PM.  

Come join the fun! All equipment is provided. Dress comfortably.  

Questions? Contact Lynnae Schatz at lschatz@klch.org. 

55+ Ministry  

Upcoming Dates 
Join us for lunch at 12:30PM on the following dates: 
• Monday, September 15 at Dimassi Mediterranean  

• Monday, October 13 at Hickory Hollow  

• Monday, November 10  at Los 3 Ranchatos  

• Monday, December 8 at Olive Garden  

Contact Colette Edwards (cedwards@klch.org) for more 

information. 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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High School Ministry (HSM) 
Fall 2025 Schedule 

Confirmation Ministry 
2025-2026 Schedule 

Financial Peace University Interest 
Are you interested in Financial Peace University (FPU)? 

FPU is a 9 session class that takes you through “baby steps” to get you      

(or your family) in control of your money, rather than it controlling you. The 

Kinsmen Generosity Team is interested in facilitating this in Winter 2026 

(January to March in the evenings), but we'd like to hear what night of the 

week will work best for you. Let us know your interest. 

Which night or nights will work for you?  

Tuesday Evenings 7:00-8:30PM 

Thursday Evenings 7:00-8:30PM  

Submit here: https://bit.ly/FPU2026Interest 

https://bit.ly/FPU2026Interest
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Mental Health Matters Initiative 
Living with a mental health condition—or simply navigating everyday life—can 

be challenging, stressful, and at times, lonely. The Mental Health Matters 

Initiative offers a supportive space twice a month (once in person and once 

online) where you can share what’s on your mind or simply connect with 

others who understand. Each gathering is facilitated by a trained mental 

health peer specialist, creating a welcoming environment where you’re not 

alone.  

We are officially back to help support you or your loved ones with mental 

health issues! We're offering the following meetings:  

• September 3: in-person in the Coffee House from 7PM - 8:30PM 

• September 17: online via Zoom from 7PM - 8:30PM http://bit.ly/3HRL0Dn 

Our meetings are open to the community, so if you know someone who isn't a church member but would benefit, please 

invite them.  I'm excited that the time has arrived & I look forward to seeing everyone!  

- Sarah Hornstein 

Are you interested in a  

Group Trip to Greece? 

Pastor Beth will be taking a group trip called “Journeys of the Apostle Paul and the Greek 

Islands” April 15-26, 2026. The cost WITHOUT airfare will be $3,890.  

The itinerary will begin in Thessaloniki and Philippi. It will travel south to Athens and 

Corinth and then it will include a 4-day cruise to a few islands including Patmos with a 

visit to Ephesus in Turkey.  

There are already 15 signed up so, please let Pastor Beth know if you are interested in 

traveling with this group in April 2026.  

Walking the Mourner’s Path 
We all experience the grief that comes with losing someone we love and with that 

grief comes the journey of mourning. Beginning Sunday, September 14 at 3PM 

Kinsmen will offer this eight-week support program. 
Participants will have the opportunity to share their journey with others and discover 

that while their pain is unique, they are not alone. Christ is present with those who 

mourn and there are tools for moving forward while honoring our loved ones. To 

register or more information please contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@klch.org). 

Registration ends September 8.  
“Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest” Matthew 11:28-29  

http://bit.ly/3HRL0Dn
mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
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Fall Group Launch—Discipleship Team 

The Plot Thickens—And So Will Your Understanding of Sensitive 

Evangelism   
The Discipleship Team is excited about our fall focus on Sensitive Evangelism, often described as walking alongside 

someone. Its focus is on the importance of building relationships and offering a 

supportive presence as a way to lead someone towards faith. Sensitive 

Evangelism is often characterized by demonstrating the love of Christ through 

actions rather than just words.   

Reel Conversations: Big Questions. Small Groups. Good Movies.  

We’re watching one or two movies in September and October and then talking 

about the deeper questions they raise—grace, identity, forgiveness, and hope. 

We invite you to join one of a number of small groups for a 7-week study. Even 

if you have seen the movies, this is a chance to perhaps see them with fresh 

eyes. 

You will be able to choose from one or both of two movie options:  

Finding Grace offers a modern redemption arc with clear themes of 

forgiveness, second chances, and grace. A troubled teen. An unlikely connection. A story of second chances. What does 

grace look like in real life? Can broken people be redeemed?  

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe is rich with allegory, identity, sacrifice, and hope — an epic journey of 

sacrifice and courage in a magical world. Why do we resonate with sacrifice and rescue stories?  

Whether these stories are new to you or old favorites, you’ll see them anew through heartfelt discussion. There are 

several days/times to choose from: Sundays during the Education Hour, before Saturday evening service, and several 

times during the week. There are special options for young adults and for parents with young children.  

Sign up in person after each service in the narthex, or online here. Don’t miss this opportunity to watch, reflect, and grow 

together!  

Get ready for a study session worth watching!  

For any questions, please see Pastor Jay.  

Kinsmen Book Club 
We are taking September off but for 

October, we will be reading Here One 

Moment by Liane Moriarty. We will 

meet on October 16 at 7PM in the 

Coffee House for fellowship and to 

discuss the book. 
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Family Service Milestone 

September 14 at 2:00-3:30PM 

Calling all Secret Service Agents (aka Kinder, 1st and 2nd graders)! 

We need your help on a Secret Service Mission! There are people who need 

to be served, and we need to train you as Secret Service Agents. Can you 

make it to training? 

Sunday, September 14 at 2-3:30PM 

Kinsmen Coffee House 

This event is for parents and kids to learn about serving together. Expect to 

come away with some concrete ways to show love to your neighbor! RSVP to 

Sara (sray@klch.org) 

Communion Milestone  

(aka First Communion) 

January 23-25, 2026 
Is your child ready to learn more about Holy Communion? All 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

graders are invited bring an adult (or the whole family!) and travel with us to 

Lutherhill in La Grange, TX for an incredible weekend of learning, growing, and 

being together in God’s beautiful creation. 

More details coming to your inbox, or contact Sara (sray@klch.org) for more info!  

Blessing of the Pets 

October 5 at 2:30PM 
Bring your pets and join us on Sunday, October 5 by the fountain to 

celebrate God’s gift of animals! Please bring a cage or a leash in case 

our friends get a little too excited. 

Francis of Assisi, an Italian Roman Catholic friar, whose feast day is 

October 4th, loved all God’s creatures, great and small. In remembrance 

of how he cared for God’s creation, each year churches will hold a 

special ceremony called the Blessing of the Pets. 

At Kinsmen, we’ve hosted a gathering of dogs, cats, iguanas, rabbits, 

hamsters and everything in between. It’s a fun afternoon where we get to 

show off and bless our feathery, furry, and scaly friends.  
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Playground Playdate  
Saturday, September 6 at 10-11:30AM 
Join us for a fun-filled playground playdate with your little ones! 

We will be gathering for a delightful morning of play and laughter. 

We understand nap scheduled can be tricky, so feel free to drop by 

whenever it’s most convenient for you! 

Let’s make new friends, share stories, and let our preschoolers explore 

and have a blast. See you at the preschool playground, in the north 

parking lot off of Pinewood Springs Drive! 

 

Family Sunday School!  

Sunday, September 28 at 9:45—10:30AM 

On the last Sunday of the month, we invite parents to join us for Sunday 

School! That date this month is September 28. 

Join us for a time of learning, playing, and growing in our faith together. 

School-aged children will leave for children’s choir at 10:30AM. 

Sunday School is rocking and rolling! 

Sundays 9:45—10:45AM 
Children in Kinder through 5th grade meet in the gym at 9:45AM, and we 

walk upstairs to the Great Rooms for Sunday School. We move to the choir 

room at 10:30AM starting September 7 for Children’s Choir! 

Children who are 3- and 4-years-old can be dropped off and picked up in 

their classroom - B116. 

All are welcome! You can come once a year, once a month, or every week - 

we are just glad to have you! 
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BACKPACK BLESSING 

On August 10, we celebrated by blessing 

backpacks for the Latino community. In 

addition, our children received school 

supplies donated by the Tejano Center and 

backpacks from HEB. Thank you Sara Ray, 

for a joyful start to the school year.  

GIRLS NIGHT OUT 

WATERCOLOR CLASS 

ESL PROGRAM 

On Thursday, August 21, we started our ESL 

program again! We have new teachers and 

lots of interest from our community.  

We’re looking forward to a great semester!  
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It’s never too early to think about Thanksgiving. Preparations are underway 

for the 16th Annual Thanksgiving Feast and the 14th Annual Run/Walk for 

your Turkey.  

 

If you are willing to help at the Feast, you may sign up to volunteer here:  

https://bit.ly/thanksgivingfeastvolunteer 

Registrations are open for the Race! 

https://bit.ly/run4turkeyregistration 

Keep Houston Free 

The biggest charity fundraiser of the year for Redeemed, 

Keep Houston Free, is right around the corner, and they are 

seeking volunteers to assist in the planning and execution of 

this exciting event. The gala will be held on Friday, 

September 26th, from 6:00-9:30PM, at 602 Venue in The 

Woodlands. 

This year Redeemed celebrates 20 years, honoring two 

decades of God’s faithfulness while providing healing 

services to survivors of sex trafficking alongside people like 

members at Kinsmen who choose to get involved rather 

than look away. Because of generous hearts, Redeemed 

Ministries has been able to walk alongside 156 incredibly 

brave women on their journey from trauma to healing, 

hope, and new beginnings.  

Are you interested in volunteering for the event? Might you 

wish to attend the gala and sit at a table with other 

Kinsmen supporters? Please let me know! 

Pray for Redeemed Staff and the Women They 

Serve 

Your prayers are cherished and effective! 

Redeemed is working hard to 

build its team through prayer, 

training, and a strong 

organizational culture rooted 

in Christ. Pray for wisdom, 

unity, and God’s direction to 

be clearly understood. 

Pray for the women preparing to enter into the Sparrow 

House program to feel safe, cared for, and ready to do the 

hard work of mental, emotional, relational, and spiritual 

healing. 

Trafficking is a huge problem, and it takes the entire 

community to make an impact on overcoming its effects. 

Please pray that hearts are softened and willing to support 

survivors in whatever way they can. There are many ways 

to get involved! 

God lives here, now—at Redeemed. He meets us in the 

bodies of vulnerable human beings.  

Choose grace, 

 

Vicki Bigham 

Kinsmen Champion for Redeemed 

Kinsmen Mission Partner: Redeemed Ministries 

14th Annual Run for Your Turkey 

Registration Open 

https://bit.ly/thanksgivingfeastvolunteer
https://bit.ly/run4turkeyregistration
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Noisy Offering Weekend = Compassion Weekend 

September 13 and 14 
Every month we highlight a mission partner, and we typically collect a 

Noisy Offering to support that mission partner. In September, we will 

be introducing a new mission partner, Compassion International. 

Compassion International’s mission statement is “Releasing children 

from poverty in Jesus’ name”. They do this through child sponsorship. A 

sponsor gives a gift of $43 a month that will be used for the child’s 

medical, spiritual, educational, and physical needs. Through child 

sponsorship, sponsors will receive updates on their child’s progress as well as letters from the child. A sponsor can also 

write letters and remember special occasions like birthdays and Christmas. Through child sponsorship, the sponsor is not 

only meeting the child’s needs but is also helping to support the family. 

 

I have been a child sponsor for probably 20 years. I sponsored my first child when I attended a Michael W. Smith concert. 

That child has now moved in life, and it is my prayer that he is flourishing. I currently sponsor a brother and a sister, and I 

receive regular updates on how they are doing in school, challenges that may be in their family, what they like to do, and 

how I can pray for them. They ask me questions about my family, where I live, and they too say they are praying for me. 

Building a relationship with the children I have sponsored has been one of the joys of sponsoring. 

So how can you join in supporting this new mission partner? On the weekend of September 13 and 14, there will be an 

opportunity during worship to hear stories of the impact of child sponsorship. Following each worship service, there will be 

a display with child sponsor packets. Because we have members, including our own Pastora Adriana, that are from 

Colombia, Kinsmen’s Outreach Team requested to receive child sponsorship packets from a community in Colombia. The 

center is in Granada, Colombia. That weekend, there will be volunteers that will guide you and/or your family through the 

sign up and answer any questions you might have. A small group or common interest group could also sponsor a child 

together. (For instance, 5 families could sponsor a child together for only $10 each month.) 

“So do not fear…for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

            —Isaiah 41.10 NIV 

In this verse, God promises to strengthen us and not to fear especially when we are stepping out into a new thing. There 

are many children who live in poverty, injustice, and oppression. Please prayerfully consider this invitation to step out in 

faith and sponsor a child. 

Kristen Schulze  

Outreach Team, Compassion International Champion 

Blest Be the Ties that Bind - Quilting 

September 13 from 9—11:30AM  

& September 21 from 1—3:30PM 
The Quilting for Lutheran World Relief group will be gathering to tie quilts 

on Saturday, September 13 from 9 -11:30AM and on Monday, 

September 21 from 1- 3:30PM. The quilts made a difference for the victims of the Texas floods this summer.  The quilts 

have been making a difference around the world for the last 80 years. Won’t you help? Training is provided. Contact 

Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@klch.org) or Connie Jackson for more information.   

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org


Kinsmen Connection, page 15 September 2025 

 

 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace  

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Sept 13th  Bed Build - 10:30AM  

https://x.gldn.io/e/KyCzK4JyHVb 

Sept 20th - Bed Delivery Day - 8:30AM 

https://x.gldn.io/e/xFnKKrkAHVb 

October 11th Bed Build  

8:00AM  https://x.gldn.io/e/lT6mhWuDHVb 

10:30AM https://x.gldn.io/e/DBSOZmBDHVb 

Oct 18th - Bed Delivery Day 8:30AM 

https://x.gldn.io/e/Bx8L2mEDHVb 

Church Council News:  

Do You Know Someone Who Feels Called To Serve?  
The 2025 Nominating Committee is working to fill upcoming leadership positions, including: 

·         Kinsmen Church Council for 2026-2028 

·         2026 Kinsmen Nominating Committee 

·         Kinsmen Representatives at the 2026 Synod Assembly 

If you or someone you know is interested in serving, I encourage you to please submit your nominations to Pastor Beth.   

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Beth or me. 

Peace in Christ, 

Andrew Hanson 

Kinsmen 2025 Council Vice President 

September Blood Drive  
Step up and make a difference in our 

community on September 14 
Donate blood throughout September and receive a free pair of exclusive 

socks as the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center’s way of saying thanks.  

Schedule your appointment today at  https://bit.ly/blooddrivedonation 

http://bit.ly/3Vmcm7D
https://bit.ly/blooddrivedonation
https://bit.ly/blooddrivedonation
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GWOH - God’s Work. Our Hands.  

Weekend Reap 

THANK YOU to those who participated in the God's Work. Our Hands weekend - 

August 23 and 24.  The weekend was amazing!  We began with worship, served our 

community and on Sunday we even celebrated with a lunch.    

We had over 180 people helping with 11 different projects! 

-Delivered 29 beds with Sleep in Heavenly Peace - TX, Houston N 

-Helped organize and restock at ReStore-Habitat for Humanity  Northwest Harris County- 

Houston,Texas 

-Helped wash windows and more at Redeemed Ministries 

-Planted, weeded, and beautified our Kinsmen Children's Academy courtyard 

-Completed 18 quilts for Lutheran World Relief 

-Helped teachers from 5 different local schools with their cutting, sorting, stapling, etc. 

-Made over 200 cards for the Methodist Willowbrook 6E staff, Vistas staff and others 

-Helped clean and take care of animals at AAR - Abandoned Animal Rescue 

-Made 160 grace bags to give to those on the street. 

-Washed fire trucks and learned about our awesome community helpers 

-Provided a delicious lunch for all our volunteers! 

 
Thanks be to God for these opportunities to share grace! 

https://www.facebook.com/SHPHoustonN?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGcLdCiDfdzjYWA
https://www.facebook.com/ReStoreJonesRoad?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGcLdCiDfd
https://www.facebook.com/ReStoreJonesRoad?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGcLdCiDfd
https://www.facebook.com/RedeemedMinistries05?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGcLdC
https://www.facebook.com/KinsmenChildrensAcademy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGc
https://www.facebook.com/LuthWorldRelief?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGcLdCiDfdz
https://www.facebook.com/aartexas?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZZufIQiskfuQpwIfbZ4vk_dFvSMM6OZz-6XnPK8bQefXlKEYf0DLgiSSyWgF__oMAQGvoCLxeziEmg9_f-JGVw3t-BGlJP_Dj1yUZ0avzybtKhzkKlQAzGPab_py7lxdmAgj9J_jinDig8Pq2NLvCMmZbYbY1Ykdb365cl0rH72XGTSI9vdmH82QmQPOoxGcLdCiDfdzjYWAY87
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On August 1, 2020 Kinsmen was able to begin serving the 

community because of a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with Bridging for Tomorrow and the Houston Food 

Bank.  Kinsmen was considered a “child” account with 

Bridging for Tomorrow being the “parent” account.   In 

those 5 years 21,715  families or 132,447 individuals 

have been served.   

The Houston Food Bank cancelled all "child" accounts 

effective 7/31/25.   Bridging for Tomorrow had 3 "child" 

accounts to help serve the community.  Kinsmen is the only 

"child" that has been serving the community twice a month.   

Due to federal cuts the Houston Food Bank is expecting a 

shortfall of $11 million dollars.  https://

www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-

11m-in-federal-cuts/   

What does this mean?  Bridging for Tomorrow will order 

10 pallets of food to be delivered the Thursday before the 

first Saturday of the month.  The pallets will be unloaded by 

Bridging for Tomorrow and will be waiting for Kinsmen 

volunteers to bag the food and distribute food just like we 

have been doing.  All of this will happen at Bridging for 

Tomorrow’s office and parking lot.  Bridging for Tomorrow 

is located at 5351 W. Richey Road, Houston, 77066.   

We still need volunteers to help.  Use this link to sign up to 

help on September 6, 2025;  

https://bit.ly/distributionvolunteer 

Food Distribution is a wonderful opportunity to do God’s 

Work with Our Hands in and with our community.    

If you have any questions, please ask Lynnae 

(lschatz@klch.org).   

Food Distribution 

https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-11m-in-federal-cuts/
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-11m-in-federal-cuts/
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/blog/houston-food-bank-faces-11m-in-federal-cuts/
https://bit.ly/distributionvolunteer
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
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September Birthdays 
Joan Horner 9/1 

Tony Gatti 9/1 

Robin Milner 9/2 

Spencer Hall 9/3 

Jennifer Nash 9/3 

Rick Tidler 9/3 

David Fretwell 9/4 

Susan Newhard 9/4 

John England 9/5 

Allison Johnson 9/5 

Kenneth Loudermilk 9/5 

Dennis Berger 9/6 

Dominic Garcia 9/6 

Sheila Prejean 9/6 

Sterling Cox 9/7 

Jason Ruen 9/8 

Benita Huff 9/9 

Emma Matson 9/9 

Anderson Diaz 9/9 

Michael Guerrero 9/10 

Landon Moragne 9/10 

Craig Strickler 9/11 

Evan Shailer 9/11 

Douglas Bayer 9/12 

Loretta Castano 9/12 

Michael Jones 9/12 

Cindy Parliament 9/12 

Robert Weber 9/12 

Dan Kulhanek 9/13 

Virginia Blackwell 9/13 

Deborah Holzman 9/13 

Mark Smith 9/13 

Wanda Schraeder 9/13 

Colton Lane 9/13 

Jerid Brown 9/14 

Patti Herwig 9/14 

Lorie Turner 9/14 

Kaitlyn England 9/15 

Geovany Nemoto 9/15 

Megan Nott 9/16 

Emily Harper 9/16 

Noah Hanson 9/16 

Jay Shailer 9/16 

Diana Draper 9/17 

Trevor Young 9/17 

Clem Campos 9/17 

Olivia Shafer 9/18 

Victoria Sifuentes 9/18 

Alexandra Slaughter 9/19 

John Boldt 9/20 

Johnathan Ward 9/20 

Heather Lane 9/20 

Vicki Bigham 9/20 

David Bohmann 9/20 

Christian Vindiola 9/21 

John Jr De Leon 9/21 

Mary Jane Alderman 9/22 

Kathy Sutter 9/22 

Carolyn Turnquist 9/22 

Alexandra Karker 9/23 

Mila De Leon 9/23 

Allison Shailer 9/23 

Cassandra Miller 9/25 

Kelsey England 9/26 

Mason McAnear 9/26 

Gretchen Wietstruck 9/26 

Sharon Jeremenko 9/27 

Hilmer Potcinske 9/27 

Philip Shama 9/27 

William Hardy 9/28 

Nathan Shailer 9/28 

Ryan Keeling 9/29 

Hope Jyrkama 9/29 
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE 

OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS FOR JULY 2025 

  Budget  Actual   Variance 

Total Income 140,212 129,997 (10,216) 

Total Expenses 169,965 176,542 6,577 

Net (29,753) (46,545) (16,792) 

    

Year-to-Date (2025)  

Total Income 1,172,360 1,139,632 (32,728) 

Total Expenses 1,157,568 1,163,561 5,994 

Net 14,792 (23,929) (38,722) 

GIVING UPDATE  

Thankoffering   Budget   Actual   Variance 

JULY 2025 86,958 80,314 (6,644) 

2025 775,708 708,364 (67,344) 

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE 

CARE MINISTRY 

JULY 2025  

Flower Deliveries 59 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 
Noisy offering/ Lutheran World Relief 5,213.95 

General Mission Support 7,010.92 

Designated Mission Support 154.00 

KCA Scholarships 245.00 

  

JULY TOTAL 12,623.87 

  

YTD TOTAL 80,938.76 

Donate through 

Shelby Giving 

Giving financial gifts through 

Shelby Giving provides a fast, 

convenient and secure way for 

you to give one-time gifts or 

recurring donations by credit 

card (American Express, 

Discover, Mastercard or Visa) 

or by electronic check through 

your bank account. To make an 

electronic check payment, you 

will need to provide the bank 

routing number and account 

number that appears at the bottom of a check.  

If this is your first experience with Kinsmen’s online 

giving system, click “Sign In” and then “Register for an 

Account.” This will create your profile with a password 

and securely store your information so that it is 

unnecessary to re-enter it with each gift. 

4 EASY STEPS: 

1. Go to this website: https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive 

2. Sign In, Register for an Account, and Create your 

user profile. 

3. Choose to pay by credit card or bank account and 

fill in the appropriate account information. 

4. Choose the fund, the amount and click submit to 

make an online gift. 

Charitable Giving from your IRA  

IRA (individual retirement arrangement) owners age 70½ 

and older can make up to $108,000 in tax-free charitable 

donations during 2025 through qualified charitable  

distributions. For those age 73 or older, qualified charitable 

distributions (QCDs) also count toward the year's required 

minimum distribution (RMD). 

Generally, IRA distributions are taxable, but QCDs remain 

tax-free if sent directly to a qualified charity by the trustee. 

To make a QCD for 2025, IRA owners should contact their 

IRA trustee soon to ensure the transaction completes by  

year-end. Each eligible IRA owner can exclude up to 

$108,000 in QCDs from taxable income. (adapted from an 

article on irs.gov)  

https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive
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IN PERSON & 

ONLINE 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  

 

INFORMAL WORSHIP 

Saturdays 

5:30 PM 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

Sundays 

8:30 AM 

 

EDUCATIONAL HOUR 

Sundays  

9:45 AM  

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays 

11:00 AM 

 

MISA en ESPAÑOL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

 

ESCUELA DOMINICAL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a staff member directly by dialing  

281-444-3127, plus their extension 

Rev. Dr. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 

bwarpmaeker@klch.org —Ext. 118 

Rev. Jay Shailer, Pastor of Discipleship 

jshailer@klch.org — Ext. 124 

Rev. Adriana Johnson-Rivas,  

Pastor of Latino Ministries 

ajohnson-rivas@klch.org.org  

— Ext. 119 

Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life 

lschatz@klch.org — Ext. 143 

Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & 

Outreach 

sray@klch.org — Ext. 117 

Colette Edwards, Senior Ministry Coordinator 

cedwards@klch.org — Ext. 111 

Chris Ray, Director of Media 

cray@klch.org 

Anh Truong, Accounts Payable Clerk 

atruong@klch.org  

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship 

Coordinator;  

kschulze@klch.org 

Alvin Johnson, Keyboardist for the Praise 

Team and Interim Choir Director 
ajohnson@klch.org 

Adriana Cuina, Spanish Communications 

Administrator 
acuina@klch.org—Ext. 114 

Ruben Aranda, Custodian 

Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Rachel Santellana, KCA Preschool Director 

rsantellana@klch.org—Ext. 123 

Robert Lewis, Organist 

rlewis@klch.org 

Hannah Macon, Children’s Choir Director 

Kelsea Tipping, Office Manager 

ktipping@klch.org 

 

John-Alan Gourdine, Alleluia Choir Director 

johnalangourdine@gmail.com 

CONNECTION  
is a monthly publication of 
Kinsmen Lutheran Church. 

Deadline for submitting news is 

the 15th day of each month or 

the previous church business 
day if the deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 

holiday.  

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday  

9 AM—5 PM 

Friday  

9 AM—12 PM 
 

Contact Information 
 

281-444-3126 Phone    

281-444-1733 FAX 

kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

 

Membership 
 
Interested in learning more  

about Kinsmen?   

 

Contact Pastor Beth or Lynnae Schatz for 

more information. 

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org

