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Pastor’s Word 
Grace and peace Kinsmen! 
 

I’m excited to invite you all to worship on October 26th to witness a group of young 

people affirm their Baptism. The Affirmation of Baptism service sometimes simply called 

“Confirmation,” is a huge milestone in the formation of one’s life as a Christian.  

I hope to see the sanctuary packed to celebrate with the confirmands and their families. 

I invite you, not just as an observer, but as one who has stake in hearing the  

confirmands say, “Yes!” Every last person in this congregation has made a promise to 

help ensure this day will come. Affirmation of Baptism is the time when a young person 

affirms the promises made on their behalf at the font when they were baptized into 

Christ’s death and resurrection. When that day came, parents, sponsors, family, and 

friends made promises to bring them to worship, to teach them and nurture them in the Word and the Sacraments and to 

prepare them to be messengers of the Gospel. Don’t forget that you made the same promises to do all of that right along 

with the parents and sponsors. In the eyes of the body of Christ, you committed yourselves to see this day come, and that 

means you should be celebrating too. 

Affirmation of Baptism is only possible when we all commit to leading the next generation to the waters of life. Thank you 

all for making this day come. Thank you all for making promises to Almighty God on the confirmands’ behalf. Baptism 

and its affirmation are no small event. As Luther writes in the Large Catechism, “The simplest way to put it: the power,  

effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of baptism is that it saves.”  

Thanks be to God for the gift of life, and let’s show these young people how excited we are for their formation and 

growth as disciples of our Lord. 

 

Peace,  

Jay Shailer 

Pastor of Discipleship 

Local, Synodical and Churchwide News 
 

October marks a special time in the life of Kinsmen, our Synod, ELCA Churchwide, and in the Lutheran Church in  

general.  

First, we celebrate the formation of Kinsmen. It was 54 years ago on October 17, 1971, that Kinsmen began Sunday  

worship services in Greenwood Forest Elementary cafeteria. After that, a few years later, a preschool program began in 

October! So this year is the 51st anniversary of what came to be known as Kinsmen Children’s Academy (KCA). Also this 

year, we have moved the Affirmation of Baptism worship service to Reformation Weekend. 

In our Synod, this month, our newly installed Bishop Tracey Breashears Schultz will be doing a “listening and learning” 

tour at various locations around our synod. She will be at Kinsmen Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 11 from  

12 - 2PM. All are invited to this. And more details can be found HERE. 

In the wider Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we will be Installing The Rev. Yehiel Curry as the next presiding 

bishop. He was elected at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Phoenix, Arizona on July 30, 2025. He will begin this role 

on Oct. 1, 2025, and be installed on Oct. 4 in Minneapolis. Currently, he serves as bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago 

Synod.  

And finally, Reformation Day is October 31. While this is also recognized as All Hallows Eve (Halloween), as Lutherans 

we remember that on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, a Roman Catholic priest and professor, posted 95 theses on the 

Wittenberg Castle Church door in Germany.  

                    (Continued on page 13) 

 

https://link.sbstck.com/redirect/902521b5-6c95-4e2c-b8a8-e9b3310be9e1?j=eyJ1IjoiNDljYm8ifQ.twJADfUFKx0Ob85ftVAhbkIGaZeDbtm4vFiupaoiaAc
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Sermon Series: Real? Not Real? 
 

In recent years, there’s been a lot of debate over what is fake 

news and what is not. Conspiracy theories and misinformation 

have been pumped into our media streams making us wonder 

what is real and what is not real. It’s unsettling when we don’t 

know on what foundation we can truly stand. There seems to be  

a lot of shifting sand in our world today. What is really real?  

What is really true? But there is a ground upon which we can 

stand, have faith, and be strengthened. Moses, the prophets and 

Jesus offer us words for real life. Join us for this 7-week series that 

will teach us about the One who leads us to real, authentic, new 

life. 

Dates Sermon Title First Reading Gospel 

October 4/5 Real Faith Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 Luke 17:5-10 

October 11/12 Real Gratitude/Healing 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c Luke 17:11-19 

October 18/19 Real Persistence/Justice Genesis 31:22-31 Luke 18:1-8 

Reformation Weekend 

October 25/26 The Big “Yes” Romans 3:19-28 John 8:31-36 

Writers Needed for Advent Devotions 
 
We have entered the Hallow-Thank-Mas season. Yes... It’s time to begin thinking about Advent. During October, Advent 

Devotions will be written. Might you be willing to write a devotion for a day this Advent? Might you like to know more 

about writing a devotion? If you answered yes to either of these questions, contact Lynnae (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org) 

by October 15. 

 

All Saints Day 
 
All Saints is a long-standing Christian tradition of connecting the church in heaven and 

the church on earth. As we remember the saints who have gone before us, we celebrate 

those individuals who have entered the church in heaven during the past 12 months.  

If you, as a member of Kinsmen, have a family member that has passed away since  

November 1, 2024, and would like them remembered on All Saints weekend, please 

complete the form found here: https://bit.ly/allsaintsmemorial.  

Completed forms must be received by 9 AM Monday, October 27.  

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
https://bit.ly/allsaintsmemorial
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Giving to God 

We all know that everything we have is a gift from God. But sometimes it’s hard to know just how 

to give back to God. How much is enough? What does the Bible really say? What should giving 

look like in our everyday lives? Filled with good news for followers of Jesus, Mark Allan Powell’s 

Giving to God shows Christians the way to a better life and a better relationship with their money 

— and with God. Powell presents stewardship as an act of worship, an expression of faith, and a 

discipline for spiritual growth. Faithful use of our time, talents, and money starts with a deep, 

satisfying relationship with the God to whom we belong. We can then learn to give gladly and 

generously out of our heartfelt connection with God.  

Join Pastor Jay during the education hour for a 5-week study on Giving to God. Begins Oct 

26th through Nov 23rd . Register using this link: https://bit.ly/GivingtoGod  

Introduction to Kinsmen 

October 26, November 2  

and November 9 at 9:45 AM.   

If you have been worshipping at Kinsmen and you would like to  

learn more about our church, or if you think you might be  

interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider  

attending the Introduction to Classes which will be held in the  

Conference Room. This class is led by the pastors. 

Contact Lynnae Schatz if you have questions. 

RSVP using this link: https://bit.ly/IntrotoKinsmen2025  

 

Your Input is Needed for our next Long Range Vision 

One of the Congregational Priorities for 2025 was to "Initiate a Long-Range Vision review."  

We now have a long range vision team and the purpose of this team is:  

"To research the demographics in the community, get an understanding of the  

community's needs, and discern in which ways we might be able to respond in  

Jesus' name in the next 5 years." 

We decided that our first efforts would be to hear from all of you!  

Please complete an online survey at https://bit.ly/2025LRVSurvey 

AND/ OR come to a group interview after one of the worship services  

on Oct. 11/12 or Oct. 18/19.  

Team members will ask questions and record your responses as we discern  

where God is calling us in the next 5 years. 

https://bit.ly/GivingtoGod
https://bit.ly/IntrotoKinsmen2025
https://bit.ly/2025LRVSurvey
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Card Making Group 

Do you enjoy crafts? Would you like to make homemade greeting cards—no prior 

experience required?  Kinsmen is forming a group to make greeting cards to  

support our Mission Partners, especially our adopted unit 6E at Methodist Hospital 

and teachers at the area schools.  The group would meet every other month.  

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Renee Alfaro or  

Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org). 

Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study Group 

The Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study started back up in September and 

more are always welcome! They are doing a study on the 2nd part of Genesis 

called “God of Covenant,” by Jen Wilkin. They meet every Thursday from 

10:00AM - 12:00PM through Thursday, November 20th. This is a 10-week study 

which includes a Friendsgiving that they put on for the Bible Study Group and  

Kinsmen Staff that would like to celebrate. The group will then take a holiday  

break and start back on Thursday, January 8th, 10:00AM - 12:00PM.  

Financial Peace University Interest 

Are you interested in Financial Peace University (FPU)? 

FPU is a 9 session class that takes you through “baby steps” to get you  

(or your family) in control of your money, rather than it controlling you.  

Some of the feedback we have received from students who have taken the course 

over the years include: 

“Before this class, I never felt ‘in control’ of my finances. Now, I have a plan and 

confidence that I will make good decisions.” 

“FPU has given me the tools I need to plan a budget and build wealth on an hourly salary. I am much more at ease about 

my finances.” 

“We are now credit card debt free and committed to stay that way. We have most benefitted from learning God’s 

principles of money. Thank you for offering this class. You are making a difference in the community and your 

congregation.” 

The Kinsmen Generosity Team is interested in facilitating this in Winter 2026 (January to 

March in the evenings), but we'd like to hear what night of the week will work best for you. 

Let us know your interest. 

Which night or nights will work for you? 

Tuesday Evenings beginning January 27 from 7:00-8:30PM  

OR 

Thursday Evenings beginning January 29 from 7:00-8:30PM  

Let us know by clicking here: https://bit.ly/FPU2026Interest 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
https://bit.ly/FPU2026Interest
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Chair Yoga 

Mondays and Fridays at 10:30AM 
Chair Yoga meets every Monday and Friday from 10:30—11:30AM in the 

narthex. Suggested donation is $5 per class. 

Have questions or concerns? 

 Contact Lynnae Schatz (lschatz@klch.org) or Terri Beeler   

55+ Ministry  

Upcoming Dates 
Join us for lunch at 12:30PM on the following dates: 
• Monday, October 13 at Hickory Hollow  

• Monday, November 10  at Los 3 Ranchatos  

• Monday, December 8 at Olive Garden  

Contact Colette Edwards (cedwards@klch.org) for more information. 

Naomi Women’s Bible Study  

Explores Money, Stewardship, and 

Generosity 

 
Kinsmen ladies, plan to meet with an informal, caring group of women in the 

Naomi Bible Study.  

We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am in the Coffee House in the Community Life Center.  

In October, we will consider money and what we treasure. From Genesis through Revelation, gold, silver, and jewels 

serve as icons of God’s goodness. And yet, the love of money is a powerful source of argument, lies, and literal 

enslavement. King Solomon famously chose wisdom over treasure. Jesus, leaning on his mother’s values, taught his 

disciples to dig deep for real treasure. 

Please join us October 7th at 10:00AM for discussion and sharing and feel free to invite a friend.  

You will love this women's group!  

For any questions, please contact Pastor Jay Shailer. 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@klch.org
mailto:jshailer@klch.org
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Pickleball 

Thursday, October 9 and 24 at 6:30PM 
Join in on the fun on Thursday, October 9 and October 24 at 

6:30PM. All equipment is provided. Dress comfortably.  

Questions? Contact Lynnae Schatz or Ken Mersiovsky.  

Mental Health Matters Initiative 
Living with a mental health condition—or simply navigating everyday life—

can be challenging, stressful, and at times, lonely. The Mental Health 

Matters Initiative offers a supportive space twice a month (once in person 

and once online) where you can share what’s on your mind or simply 

connect with others who understand. Each gathering is facilitated by a 

trained mental health peer specialist, creating a welcoming environment 

where you’re not alone.  

Hey friends! Thank you for the amazing turnout for our first meetings in 

September! Join me again for the following meetings: 

• October 1: in-person in the Coffee House - 7pm - 8:30pm 

• October 15: online via Zoom - 7pm - 8:30pm  

(Register in advance for this meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/

meeting/register/qcSTTuFLS7OawhFxwJH9kQ) 

Our meetings are open to the community, so if you know someone who isn't 

a church member but would benefit, please invite them. Enjoy your October! 

- Sarah Hornstein 

Kinsmen Book Club 

All are welcome to read with us and then come for fellowship and to discuss the book. 

Participants choose what books to read each month, and we read a variety of genres.  

For October, we are reading Here One Moment by Liane Moriarty. We will meet on 

October 16 at 7PM in the Coffee House for fellowship and to discuss the book.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/qcSTTuFLS7OawhFxwJH9kQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/qcSTTuFLS7OawhFxwJH9kQ
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

Kinsmen's Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 16th at 9:45 AM. All Voting members are 

encouraged to attend the meeting in person so they can vote on the 2026 proposed budget, new Church Council  

members, 2026 Synod Assembly representatives, and Nominating Team for 2026. The Kinsmen Constitution’s definition 

of a Voting Member: “Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current or  

preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record to this  

congregation.” 

Weekly Lectionary Study Group 

Wednesdays at 10:00AM Resuming October 15 

Ever wish you could study the bible readings before you get to worship? This a great new group for you! The Revised 

Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of weekly readings used to varying degrees by the vast majority of  

mainline Protestant churches in Canada and the United States. There are usually four readings for each Sunday--one from 

the Old Testament, the Psalter, the Epistles, and the Gospels. 

Every weekend at Kinsmen, two of the readings assigned for a particular Sunday are read aloud. The purpose of this 

study group is to focus first on those two readings for the upcoming worship service and, if time is available, the other 

readings as well. Our goal is to enhance and to deepen our worship experience. We will meet on Wednesdays at 

10:00AM. To register, click HERE or go to https://bit.ly/Lectionarygroup . 

NEW Small Group Study: Parables 

Sundays at 9:45AM  

When Jesus taught in parables, he was doing more than telling simple morality tales. His 

stories were grounded in the world in which he lived and his vision of the Kingdom of 

God. This book explores six parables that give us a window into Jesus’s message and 

movement, and, once they are heard in their own context, ask what they might mean for 

us today. 

This small group will be meeting at 9:45AM in CLC Room C128 on Sunday mornings. 

https://bit.ly/Lectionarygroup
https://bit.ly/Lectionarygroup
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Confirmation Ministry  

Sign Up to Provide a Lunch for the Confirmation Ministry 

Please consider signing up to provide a lunch for our Confirmation students and leaders on the days of their Learning 

Events, which take place right after the 11AM worship service. Use the link below to register for a slot! 

https://bit.ly/confirmationlunches2025 

Thanks to Jennifer Mills and Kristen Schulze for coordinating! 

Theological Statement 

Kinsmen's Confirmation ministry encourages students to find the bedrock of their faith—the rock that will be a firm 

foundation throughout their lives. And guidance is key to establishing a firm foundation. We believe that students can’t get 

to that bedrock without first testing their beliefs. And there are no testing beliefs without first looking at what those beliefs 

are, and where they came from. 

Our goal is for students to have an active faith, one that they build for themselves using all the tools at their disposal.  

One of the most important tools to this process is having good family group leaders. Although many students find themselves 

in these classes due, perhaps, to their parent or guardian’s wishes, a trusted adult will guide them through moments that 

may have them reaching conclusions differently than their parents. Students will find their own path and their own beliefs 

fueled by their own desires for their own future. To that end, Confirmation doesn’t provide answers. Instead, it offers lots of 

space for exploration and questions with a support system along the way. 

Each Learning Event requires students to speak up, debate, and discover. Initially, students may be reluctant—all too often 

the church has taught them that their job is to be quiet. They may even grow frustrated when lessons fail to provide them 

with the immediate information and “correct” answers they’re used to writing down in school. 

But we’re not interested in selling students pre-fab houses of faith. We’re interested in teaching them how to build, how to 

test, how to bring all the gifts that God has given them to bear on the valiant work of living a life of faith. It may not look 

like the house we live in now, but with God’s grace, it will weather the storm. 

Peace, Pastor Jay 

https://bit.ly/confirmationlunches2025
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High School Ministry  

Faith Formation Retreat 

Friday, January 23-25, 2026  
(Leave Houston around 5PM Friday, return to Houston around 

12PM Sunday). 

This year we are combining our Confirmation Retreat (6th, 7th, and 

8th graders) and our Communion Retreat (3rd, 4th, and 5th graders) 

for an awesome Faith Formation Retreat at Lutherhill! Retreats at 

Lutherhill are an awesome way to get to know Kinsmen people, so 

we thought we'd make it an even bigger gathering! There will be 

two "tracks" so the kids will be learning about Confirmation or 

Communion separately, but we will have time together as a 

Kinsmen family as well. 

For more details, contact Sara Ray or Pastor Jay. If you’re ready to 

register, scan the QR code! 
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Playground Playdate  
Saturday, October 4 at 10AM 

We love to help parents to connect with other families in the same life stage 

while kiddos connect with others their age.  Snacks and water bottles are 

provided!  

Since it’s October, wear your costumes to the playground! Don’t have your 

costume yet? Wear last year’s costume, or whatever you can find at home! 

We will meet in the North Parking Lot (the small lot off of Pinewood Springs). 

This event is aimed at those 5-years-old and younger and their caring adults, 

but all are welcome! 

Candy Collection for Fall Festival 
Donate by Thursday, October 23 
In order to make the Fall Festival fantastic, we need your donations of 

Halloween candy! You can bring them to the narthex and put them in the 

giant pumpkin box. Please bring your donations by Thursday, October 23.  

Fall Festival 
Friday, October 24 from 6-7:30PM 

Join us for a FREE dinner of nachos and hot dogs in the gym followed by  

some Halloween fun! There will be some holiday-themed music by different  

musicians, a sing-a-long, a costume parade, and short time for trick-or-treating in 

the courtyard! Bring your children of all ages, costumes, bag for collecting candy, 

and your neighbors for this fun and free event! A free-will offering will be  

collected to help defray the cost of dinner. 

This year we are also offering free professional photographs of your children by 

MK Stallings Photography. To receive a free photograph of your child(ren) please 

bring new books for ages 0-5 that will be donated to Upbring. 

6-6:50PM Dinner in Gym 

7PM Concert in Sanctuary 

7:30PM Trick-or-treating in Courtyard  
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Family Sunday School!  

Sunday, October 26 at 9:45AM 

Caring adults are invited to join us during Sunday school on the last Sunday 

of the month to learn and play together! 

Meet us in the gym at 9:45 AM, and we will still send the kids to Children’s 

Choir at 10:30 AM. 

Virtual Travel and Study on 

Greece and the Apostle Paul 
Pastor Beth will be leading several sessions on Greek Culture and 

History and then on the Apostle Paul before she leads the trip to 

Greece in April.  

If you are unable to go on the trip but you would still like to learn 

with the group, register here: https://bit.ly/GreeksandPaul  

Are you interested in a Group Trip to 

Greece? 
Pastor Beth will be taking a group trip called “Journeys of the Apostle Paul 

and the Greek Islands” April 15-26, 2026. The cost WITHOUT airfare will be 

$3,890.  

The itinerary will begin in Thessaloniki and Philippi. It will travel south to 

Athens and Corinth and then it will include a 4-day cruise to a few islands 

including Patmos with a visit to Ephesus in Turkey.  

There are already 23 signed up so, please let Pastor Beth know if you are 

interested in traveling with this group in April 2026.  

https://bit.ly/GreeksandPaul
mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
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(Local, Synodical and Churchwide News—continued from page 2) 

The biggest issues addressed in the theses were the sale of indulgences, which was something individuals could purchase 

to escape purgatory. Martin Luther thought this went against biblical teachings. He emphasized that we are saved by 

God’s grace alone. The nailing of the theses put in motion a movement that we now call the Reformation. So this month 

we celebrate how we are a church that is always forming and reforming.  

So we celebrate our local church of Kinsmen and Kinsmen Children’s Academy, our Synod, the ELCA, and the global 

Lutheran church during this milestone month of October!   

Consecration Weekend 

On Consecration Weekend, our congregation will make personal decisions about our 

financial commitments to support our mission and ministry for the upcoming year. This 

year’s theme, “Living by Giving” highlights the abundant  

blessings we receive and the generosity we can extend to our community. 

This is an opportunity to express our gratitude to God for His gifts. It is also a time to make 

a commitment to God  

regarding our 2026 giving estimates. You received an intent card in the mail in September, and we ask that you bring 

your completed card to worship on Consecration Weekend, which will be observed on November 15/16. Or, you can fill 

it out at https://bit.ly/Annual2026Intent. 

We appreciate your past generosity. As you consider your giving for 2026, remember that as Christians, we believe  

everything we have is a gift from God, and we give back in response to His generosity. This enables us to support the  

ministry at Kinsmen and share His grace. As you prayerfully decide on your level of giving, let your faith guide you.  

Noisy Offering: Lutherhill Ministries 
October 18 and 19 

As is our tradition, we collect a Noisy Offering for mission partner every month. You may recall that Lutherhill Ministries 

was scheduled to be our Noisy offering Mission Partner in July 2025 but the Hill Country Flood Disaster needed immediate 

funds. Matt Kindsvatter, Lutherhill’s Executive Director, graciously agreed to change months. 

Lutherhill Ministries is a ministry for all people of every generation to experience the love of Christ in unique settings and 

new ways. Lutherhill Ministries has been doing just that since 1974.  

Lutherhill Ministries has two locations - La Grange and Galveston, TX. The facilities accommodate all ages, all people, all 

year round. Both locations offer sacred spaces set apart for rest, play, and connection in God’s creation. 

On Saturday, August 16th, a devastating fire destroyed the Citzler Center at Lutherhill. Lutherhill Ministries is profoundly 

grateful that all staff and retreat guests were safe, and that the rest of camp remains unharmed. 

The fire caused a total loss of the building and everything inside - including the home of our Program Associate, Rowdy 

Weidemann, retreat season furniture, laundry facilities, and other essential items needed to prepare for retreat season. 

Insurance will eventually help, but Lutherhill Ministries needs are urgent right now. Your support is needed to:  

- Replace critical furniture and supplies 

- Support Rowdy as he rebuilds after losing everything 

- Bridge the gap until insurance support arrives 

Your prayers and gifts will help Lutherhill Ministries continue to welcome families and groups this retreat season and 

beyond. Thank you for surrounding Lutherhill and Rowdy with your love, prayers, and extraordinary generosity. 

https://bit.ly/Annual2026Intent
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Charlotte, Denise, Edna, Cliff, and Mónica are our 

wonderful ESL teachers who generously share their time 

and knowledge with great dedication to our students. 

They are supported by our Horizon program apprentices, 

Mia and Arianna, who assist groups with little or no 

English skills. 

To make classes more accessible, childcare is available, 

and a light dinner is offered each evening.  
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We enjoyed a delicious  

Mexican meal on  

September 4th! 

Fajitas, fresh pico de gallo,  

flavorful salsas, and for dessert — 

a classic tres leches cake.  

We had music, great company, 

and even played traditional  

Mexican Lotería  

On Saturday, October 4th,  

we’re hosting our third Health and Wellness Fair! 

Local government and private organizations will be there  

offering free or low-cost services to support our community.  
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Compassion Weekend Update 

The weekend of September 13/14, Kinsmen held a Compassion Weekend 

where opportunities were given to sponsor children from Colombia,  

including children from a new church partner center called, in English,  

“Seeds of Blessing”. Our initial goal was to sponsor 25-30 children.  

I am pleased to report that as a congregation, we have sponsored a total of 42 children! This includes 32 children out of 

33 from the center “Seeds of Blessing” and 9 children from other centers that are near Bogota. The packets that were avail-

able will expire on October 14 as well as the children still available through the weblink. If you or your family are still con-

sidering sponsorship, please do so by October 14. Forty-two lives are forever changed because of the extraordinary gen-

erosity of Kinsmen. Thank you for helping Compassion release children from poverty in Jesus’ name. 

Weblink:https://compassion.com/kinsmenlutheran 

Kristen Schulze 

Outreach Team member/Compassion International Champion 

Kinsmen Mission Partner: Redeemed Ministries 

Big News at Redeemed! 

Kinsmen Mission Partner Redeemed Ministries has exciting news! They welcomed three new  

clients into their Sparrow House in September. Thank you, Lord! 

Help them make sure each woman feels surrounded with love, hope, and everything  

needed to settle in. 

• Pray that each woman is encouraged on her journey 

• Purchase items from the Redeemed wish lists on Amazon 

Sparrow House   

Education Center 

Thanks to Our GWOH team! 

We had an awesome team who worked at the Redeemed Sparrow House, the safe house, during 

God's Work. Our Hands. Many thanks to Bernie Brown, Matthew Dankert, Dennis Ivey, Mike 

Nash, Terry Richter, and Kelsea Tipping for their fun spirit and hard work! In two hours, we were 

able to clean the wooden swings around the fire pit, clean the pool, wash all the windows inside 

and out, and powerwash the front stone steps. Yay team! 

There are always more tasks to do, so if you would like to be involved in supporting or working at 

the safe house or education center, please let me know. 

Choose grace, 

Vicki Bigham, Kinsmen Champion for Redeemed 

https://compassion.com/kinsmenlutheran
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3K330PMHMR2BN?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwY2xjawMxYRZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFOZVFjR2tGa0EyVFhHeTdUAR5jjAnWuDLJdyueoyhMXyqZe5VR-FXgK0GNpo4ULsboe72r68fB0s84mLWXgQ_aem_aTqo4KBQkUsd0GAFRMoXFQ
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ZK66KK912YWO?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwY2xjawMxYZVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFOZVFjR2tGa0EyVFhHeTdUAR6ks9nKl7Ofq6KDLSDAbGIplQ-OCHq7D8jlfvpFtcrQGol1Qpq8XwsQTDUwGA_aem_OESCD6Ftd8RU-jxNJHX6dA
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 16th Annual Thanksgiving Feast 

Can you spare a couple of hours on Thanksgiving Day or the week of Thanksgiving?  Your help is needed to make the 

16th Annual Thanksgiving Feast a success. Sign up to volunteer here: https://bit.ly/thanksgivingfeastvolunteer 

Registrations are now open for the Run/Walk for your Turkey on  

Thanksgiving Day.  

You choose – Run or Walk. 5K or 10K. Early Bird Registrations end  

October 15.  

Sign up today: https://bit.ly/run4turkeyregistration 

14th Annual Run for Your Turkey 

https://bit.ly/thanksgivingfeastvolunteer
https://bit.ly/run4turkeyregistration
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October Birthdays 
Debbie McCue 10/01 

Shawn Abt 10/03 

Niclaus Gronwaldt 10/03 

Kristina Peterson 10/03 

Cindy Hagan 10/04 

Caius Mathis 10/04 

Carsten Alsguth 10/05 

Todd Wise 10/05 

Victor Garcia 10/05 

Hadlee Wall 10/06 

Melissa Lester 10/07 

Rolfe Harper 10/07 

Laurielyn Fields 10/08 

Suzy Bongers 10/09 

Anthony Diaz 10/09 

Rosmery Contreras 10/09 

Cathy Guy 10/10 

Keiler Harvey 10/10 

Christopher De Leon 10/10 

Arlond Goodell 10/10 

Brenda Alvarado-
Nemoto 10/10 

Jan Schmeisser 10/11 

Kristi Taylor 10/11 

Connie Nolan 10/12 

Mitchell Schroeder 10/12 

Adalee Nemoto 10/12 

Betty Berger 10/13 

Nicole Brown 10/13 

Carson Monrad 10/14 

Mackenzie Kaurich 10/14 

Nicole Henze 10/14 

Marion Kuhn 10/14 

Sonja Lockhart 10/15 

Thaddeus Cook 10/15 

Laura Porter 10/16 

Bryan Smith 10/17 

Megan McNeill 10/17 

Arthur Goodell 10/18 

Justin Blackbourn 10/19 

Tony Roeger III 10/19 

Renee Alfaro 10/19 

Adan Plata 10/19 

Mary Elijah 10/19 

Scott Augerinos 10/19 

William Naseman 10/19 

Brian Biggerstaff 10/19 

Kay Adam 10/20 

Donnie Stowe 10/20 

Ben Harvey 10/20 

Ernesto Lopez 10/20 

Emmalee Schraeder 10/22 

Grant Peltier 10/22 

Mary Ann Lehmann 10/24 

Braden McAnear 10/24 

Kylie Zochert 10/25 

David Bartholomew 10/25 

Mitchell Ray 10/26 

Erik Davis 10/26 

Samantha Ward 10/26 

Tami Covington 10/26 

Meredith Shama 10/26 

Gene Gealow 10/27 

Hunter McGuinn 10/27 

Michael Novacek 10/27 

Leia Lyons 10/28 

Kerr McQuown 10/28 

Sarah Meyer 10/29 

Sharon Peebles 10/29 

Keith Rogers 10/29 

Eric Turnquist 10/29 

Servando Armenta 10/29 

Nancy Zoril 10/30 

Danny Hahn 10/30 

Heather Goka 10/30 

Abbe Wall 10/31 

Rich Gillette 10/31 

Luke Fry 10/31 

Patricia De Leon 10/31 
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE 

OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS FOR AUGUST 2025 

  Budget  Actual   Variance 

Total Income 134,629 134,368 (261) 

Total Expenses 150,417 144,435 5,982 

Net (15,788) (10,067) (5,721) 

    

Year-to-Date (2025)  

Total Income 1,306,989 1,274,000 (32,989) 

Total Expenses 1,307,984 1,307,996 12 

Net (995) (33,996) (33,001) 

GIVING UPDATE  

Thankoffering   Budget   Actual   Variance 

JULY 2025 82,958 78,012 (4,946) 

2025 858,666 786,376 (72,290) 

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE 

CARE MINISTRY 

JULY 2025  

Flower Deliveries 44 

Prayer Shawls 1 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 

Noisy offering/ Sleep in Heavenly 4,008.59 

General Mission Support 6,757.50 

Designated Mission Support 208.50 

KCA Scholarships 245.00 

  

AUGUST TOTAL 11,219.59 

  

YTD TOTAL 92,158.35 

Donate through 

Shelby Giving 

Giving financial gifts through 

Shelby Giving provides a fast, 

convenient and secure way for 

you to give one-time gifts or 

recurring donations by credit 

card (American Express, 

Discover, Mastercard or Visa) 

or by electronic check through 

your bank account. To make an 

electronic check payment, you 

will need to provide the bank 

routing number and account 

number that appears at the bottom of a check.  

If this is your first experience with Kinsmen’s online 

giving system, click “Sign In” and then “Register for an 

Account.” This will create your profile with a password 

and securely store your information so that it is 

unnecessary to re-enter it with each gift. 

4 EASY STEPS: 

1. Go to this website: https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive 

2. Sign In, Register for an Account, and Create your 

user profile. 

3. Choose to pay by credit card or bank account and 

fill in the appropriate account information. 

4. Choose the fund, the amount and click submit to 

make an online gift. 

Charitable Giving from your IRA  

IRA (individual retirement arrangement) owners age 70½ 

and older can make up to $108,000 in tax-free charitable 

donations during 2025 through qualified charitable  

distributions. For those age 73 or older, qualified charitable 

distributions (QCDs) also count toward the year's required 

minimum distribution (RMD). 

Generally, IRA distributions are taxable, but QCDs remain 

tax-free if sent directly to a qualified charity by the trustee. 

To make a QCD for 2025, IRA owners should contact their 

IRA trustee soon to ensure the transaction completes by  

year-end. Each eligible IRA owner can exclude up to 

$108,000 in QCDs from taxable income. (adapted from an 

article on irs.gov)  

Donating Through a  

Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) 

If you have a donor-advised fund (DAF), consider donating 

to Kinsmen! 

https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive
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IN PERSON & 

ONLINE 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  

 

INFORMAL WORSHIP 

Saturdays 

5:30 PM 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

Sundays 

8:30 AM 

 

EDUCATIONAL HOUR 

Sundays  

9:45 AM  

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays 

11:00 AM 

 

MISA en ESPAÑOL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

 

ESCUELA DOMINICAL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a staff member directly by dialing  

281-444-3127, plus their extension 

Rev. Dr. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 

bwarpmaeker@klch.org —Ext. 118 

Rev. Jay Shailer, Pastor of Discipleship 

jshailer@klch.org — Ext. 124 

Rev. Adriana Johnson-Rivas,  

Pastor of Latino Ministries 

ajohnson-rivas@klch.org.org  

— Ext. 119 

Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life 

lschatz@klch.org — Ext. 143 

Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & 

Outreach 

sray@klch.org — Ext. 117 

Colette Edwards, Senior Ministry Coordinator 

cedwards@klch.org — Ext. 111 

Chris Ray, Director of Media 

cray@klch.org 

Anh Truong, Accounts Payable Clerk 

atruong@klch.org  

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship 

Coordinator;  

kschulze@klch.org 

Alvin Johnson, Keyboardist for the Praise 

Team  
ajohnson@klch.org 

Adriana Cuina, Spanish Communications 

Administrator 
acuina@klch.org—Ext. 114 

Ruben Aranda, Custodian 

Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Rachel Santellana, KCA Preschool Director 

rsantellana@klch.org—Ext. 123 

Robert Lewis, Organist 

rlewis@klch.org 

Hannah Macon, Children’s Choir Director 

Kelsea Tipping, Office Manager 

ktipping@kinsmenlutheran.org—Ext. 110 

 

John-Alan Gourdine, Alleluia Choir Director 

jgourdine@klch.org 

CONNECTION  
is a monthly publication of 
Kinsmen Lutheran Church. 

Deadline for submitting news is 

the 15th day of each month or 

the previous church business 
day if the deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 

holiday.  

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday  

9 AM—5 PM 

Friday  

9 AM—12 PM 
 

Contact Information 
 

281-444-3126 Phone    

281-444-1733 FAX 

kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

 

Membership 
 
Interested in learning more  

about Kinsmen?   

 

Contact Pastor Beth or Lynnae Schatz  

for more information. 

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org

