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Pastor’s Word 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

There’s a well-known story about how to catch a monkey. I’ve read instructions and 

watched videos showing that if you put a banana in a cage with small openings (and the 

monkey is outside of the cage) you can still catch him because he reaches in to grab the 

banana and never lets it go. He is, therefore, trapped simply because he will not let go. 

He won’t let go even if doing so will allow him to be free. “What a silly  

monkey!” we might say. “Why doesn’t he just let go?” 

But we too find ourselves clinging to things that do not give us life. We, too, cling to things that keep us trapped. Why 

don’t we simply let go? Living and being free is letting go and loosening our clenched fists. Jesus mentions this as well. 

As we’ve been reading through the gospel of Luke this past year, we’ve heard many challenging statements from Jesus. 

One of the most baffling verses can be found in Luke 17:33. Jesus says: “Whoever wants to keep his own life safe will 

lose it. But whoever gives his life to serve me will have true life.” In other words, we live by loosening our tight hold on 

things and letting God direct our ways. 

Our sermon series this month sums up this verse with another shortened but baffling phrase: “Living is Giving.” In other 

words, we were meant and made to give, so our most fulfilling life happens when we are giving.  The four kinds of  

giving we will highlight in sermons this month are Giving Praise, Giving Thanks, Giving Testimony (or Doing the Right 

Thing), and Forgiving. In all these ways, our giving toward God’s purposes are how we will truly find and foster the 

abundant life that God wants for each one of us. 

In addition to hearing about “Living is Giving,” we will also practice it by loosening our grip and giving in tangible 

ways this month. 

We will be giving thanks to God and all those who have been leaders in the congregation this past year at our Annual 

Meeting on November 16 at 9:45AM. We will also be thanking and voting on those who have said yes to serving in 

an official way during 2026. 

We will be giving praise to God for all the gifts entrusted to us by making a commitment to God’s purposes. One way 

we worship and praise God is by giving of our lives: our time, talents and treasurers. We will be celebrating our  

congregational commitment to do so on Consecration Weekend (November 15/16) when we turn in and celebrate the 

Intent Cards received. 

We will also be giving testimony and doing the right thing as we serve, volunteer, and participate in the Run/ Walk for 

your Turkey and Thanksgiving Feast on Thanksgiving Day. 

Thank you for your giving and generosity in the past. And I pray that we might all have a growing sense of how giving 

to God’s mission and calling will lead us to abundant, new life! 

 

With Gratitude, 

Pastor Beth, Senior Pastor 

Budget Discussion Open House 
If you would like to walk through the proposed 2026 budget with Kinsmen's treasurer, 

Jen Nash, and other church council members, they will be available to meet with you at 

the following times: 

• Nov. 8 at 6:30PM in the Narthex Parlor (Old Bride’s Room)  

• Nov. 9 at 9:45AM in the Coffeehouse 

• Nov. 9 at 12:00PM in the Coffeehouse 
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Sermon Series: Living is Giving 
One of Jesus’ most challenging and baffling statements is from Luke 17:33: “Whoever 

wants to keep his own life safe will lose it. But whoever gives his life to serve me will 

have true life.” Our sermon series this month sums up this verse with a shortened 

phrase: “Living is Giving.” In other words, we were meant and made to give, so our 

most fulfilling life happens when we are giving.  The four kinds of giving we’ll  

highlight this month are Giving Praise, Giving Thanks, Giving Testimony (or Doing the 

Right Thing), and Forgiving. In all these ways, our giving toward God’s purposes are 

how we will truly find and foster the abundant life that God wants for each one of us. 

Dates Sermon Title First Reading Gospel 

November 1/2 

(All Saints Weekend) 
Giving Praise Ephesians 1:11-23 Luke 6:20-31 

November 8/9 Giving Thanks 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 Luke 20:27-38 

November 15/16 Doing What’s Right 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Luke 21:5-19 

November 22/23 

(Christ the King Weekend) 
Living is Forgiving Colossians 1:11-20 Luke 23:33-43 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
 
Our Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service with Holy Communion will be on November 26 at 7PM.   

Dates Sermon Title First Reading Gospel 

November 26 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Gratitude Transforms Your 

Heart 
Philippians 4:4-9 John 6:25-35 

Advent Sermon Series  
Beginning Nov. 29-30: Voices of Advent 
The Season of Advent begins the weekend of November 29/30. 



Kinsmen Connection, page 4 November 2025 

 

   

 
Abendmusik Presents:  

Christmas Around the World 
Sunday, December 7, 6:00pm 
Come kick off the holiday season with a celebration of Christmas 

music and traditions! Kinsmen musicians will present a concert of 

Christmas carols from places near and far. Come hear the praise 

teams, choirs, handbells, and organ and recognize the ways our 

many different Christmas traditions bring us together. We hope 

you’ll also join in singing some Christmas classics. 

After the concert, there will be a reception and chance to visit and 

fellowship with others as a way to kick off the merry and bright  

holiday season!  

Consecration Weekend 

November 15/16 is Consecration Weekend. On Consecration Weekend, our congregation will make personal decisions 

about our financial commitments to support our mission and ministry for the upcoming year. This year’s theme,  

“Living is Giving” highlights the abundant blessings we receive and the generosity we can extend to our community. 

This is an opportunity to express our gratitude to God for His gifts. It is also a time to make a commitment to God  

regarding your 2026 giving estimates. For 2026, we have a goal of receiving 180 intent cards. (Look for the  

Thermometer each weekend to see the progress on intent cards received as a congregation.) 

You should have already received your intent cards in the mail in early October. We ask that you bring your completed 

card to worship on or before Consecration Weekend on November 15/16. You may also fill out the online card 

here: https://bit.ly/Annual2026Intent OR mail it to the church at any time. 

We appreciate your past generosity. As you consider your giving for 2026, remember that as Christians, we believe  

everything we have is a gift from God, and we give back in response to His generosity. This enables us to support God’s 

mission at Kinsmen and share His grace. As you prayerfully decide on your level of giving, let your faith guide you – 

whether that leads you to a first-time intent card submission, tithing for a month, increasing by a percentage, or some other 

growth opportunity. Through this process, God will provide guidance and encouragement. 

As the Apostle Paul wrote: “You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving 

to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 

thanksgivings to God.”—2 Corinthians 9:11-12 

Grace and Peace, 

The Generosity Team 

https://bit.ly/Annual2026Intent
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Mental Health Matters Initiative 
Living with a mental health condition—or simply navigating everyday 

life— can be challenging, stressful, and at times, lonely. The Mental 

Health Matters Initiative offers a supportive space twice a month (once 

in person and once online) where you can share what’s on your mind 

or simply connect with others who understand. Each gathering is 

facilitated by a trained mental health peer specialist, creating a 

welcoming environment where you’re not alone.  

Mental Health Matters will meet on the following days:  

• November 5: in-person in the Coffee House - 7 - 8:30PM 

• November 19: online via Zoom—7 - 8:30PM 

(Register in advance for this meeting at https://bit.ly/novmentalhealth) 

All meetings are open to the community, so if you know someone who  

isn't a church member but would benefit, please invite them.  

Want to know more? Contact Lynnae Schatz. 

Kinsmen Book Club 

All are welcome to read with us and then come for fellowship and to 

discuss the book. Participants choose what books to read each month, 

and we read a variety of genres. For November, we are reading Fully 

Alive by Timothy Shriver. We will meet on Tuesday, December 16 

at 7PM in the Coffee House for fellowship and to discuss the 

book. 

Pickleball 

Thursday, November 13 at 6:30PM 
Join in on the fun on Thursday, November 13 at 6:30PM. All 

equipment is provided. Dress comfortably.  

Questions? Contact Lynnae Schatz or Ken Mersiovsky. 

https://bit.ly/novmentalhealth
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
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Chair Yoga 

Mondays and Fridays at 10:30AM 
Chair Yoga meets every Monday and Friday from 10:30—11:30AM  

in the narthex. Suggested donation is $5 per class. 

Have questions or concerns? 

 Contact Lynnae Schatz or Terri Beeler   

55+ Ministry  

Upcoming Dates 
Join us for lunch at 12:30PM on the following dates: 
• Monday, November 10  at Los 3 Ranchatos  

• Monday, December 8 at Olive Garden  

• Sunday, January 11 in Kinsmen’s Community Room 

RSVP at: https://bit.ly/los3ranchatos 

Contact Colette Edwards (cedwards@klch.org) for more information. 

Naomi Women’s Bible Study  

Explores Stewardship 

Tuesday, November 4 

Kinsmen ladies, plan to attend Naomi Bible Study with an informal, caring group 

of women. We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am in the  

Coffee House in the Community Life Center.  

In November, we will consider stewardship. Stewardship is about tending what has been entrusted to us. God madly 

and beautifully entrusts human beings with the care of all creation, including time, talent, and material wealth.  

The Bible provides us with many teachings and stories related to stewardship. Moses needs help with his time 

management. The practice of tithing could be considered a class in Material Management 101. Jesus confronts his 

disciples with disturbing words about God’s high expectations for tending treasure. 

Please join us November 4th at 10:00am for discussion and sharing and feel free to invite a friend. You will love this 

women's group!  

For any questions, please contact Pastor Jay Shailer. 

mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
https://bit.ly/los3ranchatos
https://bit.ly/los3ranchatos
mailto:cedwards@klch.org
mailto:jshailer@klch.org
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

Kinsmen's Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 16th at 9:45AM. A small breakfast will be 

available at 9:30AM. All Voting members are encouraged to attend the meeting in person so they can vote on the 2026 

proposed budget, new Church Council  

members, 2026 Synod Assembly representatives, and Nominating Team for 2026. The Kinsmen Constitution’s definition 

of a Voting Member: “Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current or  

preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record to this  

congregation.” 

A link to the Annual Report will be emailed to all Kinsmen members for whom we have an email. There will also be a  

limited number of hard copies of the Report available at the Welcome Center at Kinsmen by November 8. 

Weekly Lectionary Study Group 

Wednesdays at 10:00AM Resuming October 15 

Ever wish you could study the bible readings before you get to worship? This a great new group for you! The Revised 

Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of weekly readings used to varying degrees by the vast majority of mainline 

Protestant churches in Canada and the United States. There are usually four readings for each Sunday--one from the Old 

Testament, the Psalter, the Epistles, and the Gospels. 

Every weekend at Kinsmen, two of the readings assigned for a particular Sunday are read aloud. The purpose of this 

study group is to focus first on those two readings for the upcoming worship service and, if time is available, the other 

readings as well. Our goal is to enhance and to deepen our worship experience. We will meet on Wednesdays at 

10:00AM.  

To register, click HERE or go to https://bit.ly/Lectionarygroup 

https://bit.ly/Lectionarygroup
https://bit.ly/Lectionarygroup
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Faith Formation Retreat 

Friday, January 23-25, 2026  
(Leave Houston around 5PM Friday, return to Houston around 12PM 

Sunday). 

This year we are combining our Confirmation Retreat (6th, 7th, and 8th 

graders) and our Communion Retreat (3rd, 4th, and 5th graders) for an 

awesome Faith Formation Retreat at Lutherhill! Retreats at Lutherhill are an 

awesome way to get to know Kinsmen people, so we thought we'd make it 

an even bigger gathering! There will be two "tracks" so the kids will be 

learning about Confirmation or Communion separately, but we will have time 

together as a Kinsmen family as well. 

For more details, contact Sara Ray or Pastor Jay. If you’re ready to register, 

scan the QR code! 

Advent Retreat at Lutherhill 
December 5-6 

Christmas is coming! Let’s get ready. Advent is the sacred time in our church 

year that helps us prepare for Jesus to be born into our world, again. It’s a 

time of holy anticipation and preparation. At this mini-retreat, campers gather 

for an action-packed 24 hours at the Hill. We’ll get ready for Christmas as 

we explore the story of Jesus’ birth and prepare space in our lives and our 

hearts for Jesus to come. This retreat is for 1st – 5th graders. Parents are  

welcome and needed, but also your child can explore their independence 

with other caring adults this weekend. Let Sara (sray@klch.org) know if your 

child is interested!  Cost is $75 per camper and adults go free!   

Deadline is November 23.  

Virtual Travel and Study on Greece 

and the Apostle Paul 
Pastor Beth will be leading several sessions on Greek Culture and History 

and then on the Apostle Paul before she leads the trip to Greece in April.  

If you are unable to go on the trip but you would still like to learn with the 

group, register here: https://bit.ly/GreeksandPaul 

https://bit.ly/GreeksandPaul
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Playground Playdate  
Saturday, November 1 at 10AM 

We will meet on the playground in the North Parking Lot (the small lot off of 

Pinewood Springs).  We usually stay and play for about 90 minutes, so join 

us when you can!  This event is aimed at those 5-years-old and younger and 

their caring adults, but all are welcome!   

Advent Activity 
Sunday, November 30 at 9:45AM 
Come learn about Advent with our Kinsmen Family and make a craft to help you 

experience the Advent Season at home. 

We will be in the Community Room.  

https://kinsmenlutheran.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6d22c5dd-5235-404c-a0b7-704d752a9ff6
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Kinsmen Mission Partner: Redeemed Ministries 

New Sparrows Settling In At Redeemed! 

Redeemed Ministries, a Kinsmen Mission Partner, has been blessed to welcome three new Sparrows into the program.  

Each woman has courageously taken the first step into healing, knowing the journey will be rigorous yet full of hope and  

a future. 

Their first weeks have been full of peace and joy, which grounds them in the safety they desperately need in order to  

continue forward. At the Sparrow House, a safe house, they receive clothing, shoes, medical check ups, and meet their 

counselor during their first week settling in, then join classes at the Education Center to begin building their healing and life 

skills. 

Jeremiah 29:11 gives us God's promise: "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.” 

Introducing Something New 

Sustainable solutions for sex trafficked women…that is the vision of Redeemed Ministries. They offer classes and lessons to 

survivors of sex trafficking so these women can make wise choices with their income, and those who support their recovery 

can live by example. Your committed monthly support will allow Redeemed to build program sustainability, ensuring  

security for Sparrows as they focus on their healing journey.  

Thank you for considering joining the new Sparrow Circle today! Your ongoing support empowers the flight to freedom for 

women rebuilding their lives. 

Choose grace, 

Vicki Bigham, Kinsmen Champion for Redeemed 

https://app.aplos.com/aws/give/Redeemed/general
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Affirmation of Baptism 

Thank you, Kinsmen, for your support and prayers for the Confirmands who affirmed their baptism on October 26! From the  

day these six young people were baptized until they said, "YES," in worship, you have accompanied them, nurtured them, 

provided for them, and made room for them as fellow workers called to the same mission. Please congratulate and pray for 

them as they lift up the gospel in Jesus' name. 

Peace, Pastor Jay 

Compassion Weekend Update 

The weekend of September 13/14, Kinsmen held a Compassion 

Weekend where opportunities were given to sponsor children from 

Colombia, including children from a new church partner center 

called, in English, “Seeds of Blessing”. Our initial goal was to  

sponsor 25-30 children. We are pleased to report that as a  

congregation, we have sponsored a total of 45 children!  

Forty-five lives are forever changed because of the extraordinary generosity of Kinsmen.  

Thank you for helping Compassion release children from poverty in Jesus’ name. 

Weblink:https://compassion.com/kinsmenlutheran 

https://compassion.com/kinsmenlutheran
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Financial Peace University (FPU)  

Begins January 27, 2026 

FPU is a money-management course taught by one of America’s most trusted financial advisors, Dave Ramsey. 

During the nine weekly video classes, Dave and his teaching team will walk you through the basics of 

budgeting, dumping debt, charitable giving, planning for the future, and much more.  Each class takes you 

through “baby steps” to get you (or your family) in control of your money, rather than it controlling you. Kinsmen 

volunteers (with gifts in personal finance) will be facilitating these video-based classes.  

Some of the feedback we have received from students who have taken the course over the years include: 

• “Before this class, I never felt “in control” of my finances. Now, I have a plan and confidence that I will make good 

decisions.” 

• “FPU has given me the tools I need to plan a budget and build wealth on an hourly salary. I am much more at ease 

about my finances.” 

• “We are now credit card debt free and committed to stay that way. We have most benefitted from learning God’s 

principles of money. Thank you for offering this class. You are making a difference in the community and your 

congregation.” 

How much? The cost is $80 per person or couple for the 9-week course with a rebate at the end. (This is less than the 

online cost, so register with us.) One book is included in the cost. If you attend 7 out of the 9 classes, you will receive a 

refund of $20 bringing the course to $60. (Even then, scholarships are available if needed.) Also, childcare provided if 

communicated ahead of time. 

Who?  This is not only for Kinsmen members. ANYONE is invited to attend. 

When? The class begins Tuesday, January 27 from 7:00-8:30PM. The last class will be March 24 (or 

March 31 if a Spring Break is needed). 

Where? Kinsmen’s Coffeehouse 

 

Register here: https://bit.ly/2026FPU 

Voices of Advent Bible Study 

Sundays at 9:45AM (November 30 to December 21) 
 

The pastors will facilitate this new 4-week study by Matthew Skinner 

that leads participants through biblical texts and explores how they 

shape our lives and Christmas celebrations. We will listen as Jesus 

promises to return to us in the future, to John the Baptist as he  

prepares the way for the Messiah, to the faithful people and poets 

who anticipate the magnificence of Jesus’s birth, and to the angels 

and visionaries who praise God when Christmas dawns.  

Register here: https://bit.ly/VoicesofAdvent. 

https://bit.ly/2026FPU
https://bit.ly/VoicesofAdvent
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Church Council News 

A Note from Kinsmen’s Church Council President:  

This upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas season is a time for us to celebrate God continually bestowing His 

many gifts upon the world.  The pastors and staff of Kinsmen have blessed us all throughout this past year.   

They have repeatedly exemplified what it means to be disciples of Christ.  

We wish to continue our tradition of making a monetary gift to our pastors and staff who have faithfully and  

diligently served our church throughout the year.  Please join me in marking your donation “Pastors and Staff” 

and place it in the offering plate, mail it to the church, or make it online.  

On behalf of the Council, we hope you and your family have a blessed and peaceful season of celebration, filled 

with hope, joy and fellowship.  

 

Peace in Christ, 

Brad Young 

2025 Kinsmen Church Council President 

Noisy Offering: Hope Center Houston 

November 8 and 9 

Hope Center Houston is a faith-based agency offering a day center, emergency shelter, 

and transitional housing for individuals experiencing homelessness in northwest 

Houston.  The number of people receiving support and services from Hope Center 

Houston has increased 78% since January, with the Hope Center welcoming 10 new guests each day that they have not 

seen before. 

Food stability is one of Hope Center Houston’s top priorities and they provide two meals each day, breakfast and lunch, in 

addition to Manna Bags (like our Grace Bags) to sustain guests during the night and weekends.  On average, they serve 

60 breakfasts and 60 lunches Monday through Friday.  This meal support was provided from a major Houston employer 

since the onset of the COVID epidemic, coordinated with assistance of the Coalition for the Homeless.  Unfortunately, this 

major sponsorship abruptly ended this fall without warning.  

The Noisy Offering this month will go to support the meal program at Hope Center Houston.  Although money can be used 

for Hope Center Houston to purchase meals from restaurants that provide them a discount, Kinsmen Lutheran Church is 

hoping to make a more lasting impact by using the money collected to buy groceries to prepare meals that can later be 

served at Hope Center Houston.  Although Hope Center Houston does have a warming kitchen, they are unable to prepare 

meals there but can heat up meals prepared in a commercial kitchen.  Were you a member of a breakfast cooking team?  

Do you enjoy cooking?  We are looking for individuals who would volunteer to prepare meals at Kinsmen that would be 

frozen and later delivered to the Hope Center.  Cooking teams could cook at their own convenience (just coordinate use of 

the kitchen in the CLC) with teams cooking once every month or every other month (depending on number of volunteers).  

So, if you are willing to serve in this way, please contact Lynnae Schatz. 

Thank you for your generosity in helping feed our neighbors right here in Northwest Houston. 
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• LONE STAR COLLEGE 

• UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 

• TEJANO CENTER 

• GRAD CAFÉ 

• NAM 

• HARRIS HEALTH SYSTEM 

• UNITED HUMAN SERVICES 

• MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS 

• HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 

• MD ANDERSON 

• ROSAS VIVAS 

• HARRIS COUNTY TAX OFFICE 

• FLAS 

• MUNDO SEGURO 

• KINSMEN CHILDREN’S ACADEMY 

 Community Spotlight! 

On Saturday the October 4th, we 

proudly hosted our third Health and 

Wellness Fair at Kinsmen!  

Local agencies specializing in health and community education came together to provide attendees with 

valuable information, along with free or low-cost resources to support the well-being of our community. 

 We also built exciting new partnerships with Harris County agencies to bring future programs and 

workshops that will continue empowering our neighbors. 

 Health Services  -Educational Resources—Family-Friendly Activities -Raffles and Giveaways  

Event Partners 
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Day of the Dead: A Spiritual Connection 

with Our Loved Ones 

The Day of the Dead is much more than a colorful Mexican tradition filled 

with flowers and altars. It is a deeply spiritual celebration that honors the 

memory of those who have passed, recognizing that death is not the end, 

but a transformation. 

During this time, it is believed that the souls of our loved ones return to 

spend time with us. The altars, decorated with photos, candles, marigold 

flowers, and their favorite dishes, are not just offerings — they are bridges 

between the earthly and spiritual worlds. Each element holds symbolic 

meaning that helps guide the souls on their journey back. 

Beyond the festive atmosphere, the Day of the Dead invites us to reflect on 

life, love, and transcendence. It is a moment to remember with gratitude, 

heal with hope, and strengthen the eternal bond that connects us to those 

who are no longer physically present, but who live on in our hearts. 

You're Invited to Be Part of Our Day of the Dead Altar!  

As part of our Day of the Dead celebration, we invite all members of the congregation to bring a photo of a loved one who has 

passed away to be included in our community altar. 

This is a beautiful way to honor their memory and celebrate the eternal bond we share with those who are no longer physically 

with us. 

Photos can be brought to the church office or placed directly on the altar during service. 

Let’s come together in remembrance, love, and spiritual connection. 
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16th Annual Thanksgiving Feast Volunteers 

Volunteers needed all week before Thanksgiving.  Your help is needed for this year’s Thanksgiving Feast. There are plenty 

of ways you can help beginning on Monday, November 25.  

Visit the sign-up sheet at: bit.ly/thanksgivingfeastvolunteer 

Thanksgiving Feast Pies 

We have a generous donor of pumpkin pies for the Feast so we are still in need of pecan 

and apple pies. Might you be able to help?  

Sign up to bring a pie at: https://bit.ly/25feastpies.  

Pies will be accepted November 25 and November 26.  

Thank you for considering this sharing grace opportunity! 

 

Registrations are open for the Run/Walk for your Turkey on  

Thanksgiving Day! You choose – Run or Walk. 5K or 10K.  

Register now at https://bit.ly/run4turkeyregistration 

Proceeds from the race are used to support the Thanksgiving Feast.   

14th Annual Run for Your Turkey 

https://bit.ly/thanksgivingfeastvolunteer
https://bit.ly/25feastpies
https://bit.ly/run4turkeyregistration
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Help Us “Green” the Sanctuary 

November 28 at 6PM 

You are invited to join us in preparing our sanctuary for the Advent and 

Christmas season! On Friday, November 28, at 6PM, we will gather for 

our annual “Greening of the Sanctuary,” where we’ll hang wreaths, trim 

the tree, and add festive decorations to celebrate the coming of Christ. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for all ages to share in fellowship, fun, 

and the joy of getting our space ready for the holidays. Bring your  

holiday spirit, and let’s make our sanctuary beautiful together!  

All are welcome! 
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November Birthdays 
Floyd Blackwell 11/01 

Gregory Ray 11/01 

Archie Coote 11/01 

Vicki Beecher 11/01 

Zoe Kolkhorst 11/04 

Cheryl Hope 11/04 

Katrina Hock 11/05 

Charlotte Landgraf 11/05 

Brian Williamson 11/06 

Mark Hanson 11/06 

Amanda Taylor 11/06 

Harlan Martens 11/07 

Karen Nielsen 11/08 

Marie Douglas 11/08 

Kaela Moseley 11/09 

Matthew Jones 11/09 

Gabriella Leija-Avalos 11/10 

Natalie Rall 11/10 

Sharon Smith 11/11 

John Miller 11/12 

Weldon Kuhn 11/12 

Lori Holloway 11/13 

Lisa Nott 11/13 

Lidia Martinez 11/13 

Martha Armenta 11/13 

Gretta Karker 11/14 

Carleigh Sartor 11/14 

Evelyn Mills 11/14 

Beth Hilpert 11/16 

Laurel Adams 11/16 

Janice Gumm 11/16 

Laila Victoria Solis 11/16 

Samantha Lyons 11/17 

Miranda Blackbourn 11/18 

Marilyn Blackbourn 11/18 

Tim Jackson 11/18 

Robert Rall 11/18 

Lisa Ebner 11/19 

Chase Wolter 11/19 

Sophia Herwig 11/19 

Patrick Covington 11/19 

Timothy Stolz 11/19 

Lexi Sanchez 11/19 

Leia Sanchez 11/19 

Karen Crisler 11/20 

Blanca Zelaya 11/20 

Kirsten Williamson 11/21 

Hayleigh McAteer 11/21 

James Hughes 11/21 

Ethan Sewell 11/21 

Bradley Young 11/22 

Karla Harms 11/22 

Jaxon Turner 11/22 

Felix O'Neal 11/23 

Hailey Woods 11/23 

Marilyn Bradsby 11/24 

Lara Nott 11/24 

Hope Agard 11/24 

Abigail Clifford 11/24 

Scott McKenzie 11/24 

Anne Jackson 11/25 

Ashley Moore 11/25 

Jack Patton 11/25 

Silas Rivas 11/25 

Nancy Gealow 11/26 

Cheryl Ray 11/26 

Mike Nash 11/26 

Emily Rawcliffe 11/26 

Katie Kolkhorst 11/28 

Jana Ray 11/28 

Margie Fanaff 11/28 

Kristian Simpson 11/28 

Ray Bradsby 11/29 

Tina Metting 11/30 

Brenda Sewell 11/30 
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KINSMEN BUDGET UPDATE 

OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

  Budget  Actual   Variance 

Total Income 141,629 154,198 (261) 

Total Expenses 149,371 151,054 1,683 

Net (7,741) (3,144) (10,885) 

    

Year-to-Date (2025)  

Total Income 1,448,619 1,274,000 (32,989) 

Total Expenses 1,457,355 1,459,050 1,695 

Net (8,736) (30,852) (22,116) 

GIVING UPDATE  

Thankoffering   Budget   Actual   Variance 

September 2025 89,958 78,857 (11,102) 

2025 948,625 865,233 (83,392) 

GLIMPSES OF SHARING GRACE 

CARE MINISTRY 

SEPTEMBER 2025  

Flower Deliveries 43 

GLIMPSES OF GRACE 
Noisy offering/Compassion International 445.29 

General Mission Support 6,702.75 

Designated Mission Support 354.50 

  

  

SEPTEMBER TOTAL 7,502.54 

  

YTD TOTAL 99,660.89 

Donate through 

Shelby Giving 

Giving financial gifts through 

Shelby Giving provides a fast, 

convenient and secure way for 

you to give one-time gifts or 

recurring donations by credit 

card (American Express, 

Discover, Mastercard or Visa) 

or by electronic check through 

your bank account. To make an 

electronic check payment, you 

will need to provide the bank 

routing number and account 

number that appears at the bottom of a check.  

If this is your first experience with Kinsmen’s online 

giving system, click “Sign In” and then “Register for an 

Account.” This will create your profile with a password 

and securely store your information so that it is 

unnecessary to re-enter it with each gift. 

4 EASY STEPS: 

1. Go to this website: https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive 

2. Sign In, Register for an Account, and Create your 

user profile. 

3. Choose to pay by credit card or bank account and 

fill in the appropriate account information. 

4. Choose the fund, the amount and click submit to 

make an online gift. 

Charitable Giving from your IRA  

IRA (individual retirement arrangement) owners age 70½ 

and older can make up to $108,000 in tax-free charitable 

donations during 2025 through qualified charitable  

distributions. For those age 73 or older, qualified charitable 

distributions (QCDs) also count toward the year's required 

minimum distribution (RMD). 

Generally, IRA distributions are taxable, but QCDs remain 

tax-free if sent directly to a qualified charity by the trustee. 

To make a QCD for 2025, IRA owners should contact their 

IRA trustee soon to ensure the transaction completes by  

year-end. Each eligible IRA owner can exclude up to 

$108,000 in QCDs from taxable income. (adapted from an 

article on irs.gov)  

Donating Through a  

Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) 

If you have a donor-advised fund (DAF), consider donating 

to Kinsmen! 

https://bit.ly/ShelbyGive
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IN PERSON & 

ONLINE 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  

 

INFORMAL WORSHIP 

Saturdays 

5:30 PM 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

Sundays 

8:30 AM 

 

EDUCATIONAL HOUR 

Sundays  

9:45 AM  

 

CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP 

Sundays 

11:00 AM 

 

MISA en ESPAÑOL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

 

ESCUELA DOMINICAL 

Domingos 

12:30 PM 

Kinsmen Staff 
Reach a staff member directly by dialing  

281-444-3127, plus their extension 

Rev. Dr. Beth Warpmaeker, Senior Pastor 

bwarpmaeker@klch.org —Ext. 118 

Rev. Jay Shailer, Pastor of Discipleship 

jshailer@klch.org — Ext. 124 

Rev. Adriana Johnson-Rivas,  

Pastor of Latino Ministries 

ajohnson-rivas@klch.org.org  

— Ext. 119 

Lynnae Schatz, Director of Congregational Life 

lschatz@klch.org — Ext. 143 

Sara Ray, Director of Children’s Ministry & 

Outreach 

sray@klch.org — Ext. 117 

Colette Edwards, Senior Ministry Coordinator 

cedwards@klch.org — Ext. 111 

Chris Ray, Director of Media 

cray@klch.org 

Anh Truong, Accounts Payable Clerk 

atruong@klch.org  

Kristen Schulze, Contemporary Worship 

Coordinator;  

kschulze@klch.org 

Alvin Johnson, Keyboardist for the Praise 

Team  
ajohnson@klch.org 

Adriana Cuina, Spanish Communications 

Administrator 
acuina@klch.org—Ext. 114 

Ruben Aranda, Custodian 

Gonzalo Montes, Custodian 

Rachel Santellana, KCA Preschool Director 

rsantellana@klch.org—Ext. 123 

Robert Lewis, Organist 

rlewis@klch.org 

Hannah Macon, Children’s Choir Director 

Kelsea Tipping, Office Manager 

ktipping@kinsmenlutheran.org—Ext. 110 

 

John-Alan Gourdine, Alleluia Choir Director 

jgourdine@klch.org 

CONNECTION  
is a monthly publication of 
Kinsmen Lutheran Church. 

Deadline for submitting news is 

the 15th day of each month or 

the previous church business 
day if the deadline falls on the 
weekend or on a church 

holiday.  

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday  

9 AM—5 PM 

Friday  

9 AM—12 PM 
 

Contact Information 
 

281-444-3126 Phone    

281-444-1733 FAX 

kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org 

 

Membership 
 
Interested in learning more  

about Kinsmen?   

 

Contact Pastor Beth or Lynnae Schatz  

for more information. 

mailto:bwarpmaeker@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:mengland@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lyeager@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:lschatz@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:sray@kinsmenutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:jhughes@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kschulze@kinsmenlutheran.org
mailto:kinsmen@kinsmenlutheran.org

