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Tenses and Voices….Although you might not find a reflection on tenses and voices 

very interesting--especially right before Christmas--I really do. Especially during the 

season of Advent, it’s significant for us to notice the tenses.  

For instance, what are the tenses we use to refer to the birth of Jesus? Do we say, Jesus 

was born, Jesus is born, or Jesus will be born? In other words, is Jesus born in the past, 

is Jesus born in the present, or is Jesus coming in the future? The answer to all these 

questions is “Yes” and “all of the above.” Advent is a time when we reflect on Jesus 

being born over 2000 years ago, Jesus is being born in us and among us today, and we 

look to the coming of Jesus in his fullness in the future. Advent is about our past, 

present and future. And strangely, our readings begin by looking at our future. 

“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.”--

Matthew 24:42 

Then we move to the past as we listen to the voices of Prophets, John the Baptist, the 

Angels and Mary. Finally, on Christmas Eve, we’ll ponder what it means for Jesus to be 

born among us, and in us, today in the present. 

In addition to tense, voice is also important. By that, I mean the two meanings for 

voice. First there’s the kind of voice. In the Bible passages we’ll read this year, we’ll 

hear the voice of hope from Jesus, we’ll hear the voice of peace from the prophet 

Isaiah, we’ll hear the voice of joy from Mary and John the Baptist, and we’ll hear the 

voice of love from the angels. 

But I also think it’s important to reflect on the active and passive voice. (I remember, 

while in school, my teachers would always write in big letters on my paper: PASSIVE 
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voice. Use ACTIVE voice.) 

Active voice is when the subject performs the action like “The angel appeared to 

Joseph.” Passive voice is when the subject receives the action like “Jesus was born 

among us.”  

Advent is a time when we feel the pressure to very much be the ones performing all 

kinds of action. I am preparing. I am getting ready…But we are also encouraged to be 

passive and reflect on the main one, the main subject who is active: God is with us. 

Jesus is born among us. We are the passive recipients in this overwhelming gift of love, 

but we are also actively waiting and participating in this good news that involves each 

and every one of us!  

God is actively with and among you and me in the birth of Jesus! And he was born, is 

born and will come again. These are the many tenses and voices of good news this 

season!  

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Beth, Senior Pastor 

Kinsmen Lutheran Church 
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November 30 Matthew 24:36-44 

I often drive my boyfriend’s 11-year-old son to and from school. You never know what 

topic he’ll bring up in the car. Unlike his sisters, he was not exposed to church or 

VBS, so you can imagine my surprise when he suddenly asked, “Why does that guy on 

Tik Tok say the end times are coming when only God knows?” We spoke about this 

passage, confirming that only God knows when the second coming will be, and how 

we could keep watch for the signs of the seven trumpets/seven plagues discussed in 

Revelation telling us the end is near, but we still would not know the exact date nor 

time. 

Advent means “arrival” or “coming.” Just as Christ’s original advent (coming) was 

unexpected, a baby born in a manger during a census, Matthew reminds us to remain 

watchful and ready for Christ’s return, as it will also come at an unexpected time.  

“Be ready” is not a call to stop living and simply wait for Christ to come again but to 

live in a way that is prepared. For me, that is using the advent season to: 

1. Reconnect with God and strengthen my relationship with Him by using the 
Advent Devotions for daily prayer and Bible study 

2. Witness to others through helping and giving to others during this holiday season. 

Lord, help me live each day with purpose and a heart ready to welcome you again. Empower me 

to use every moment as an opportunity to spread your love and hope with others. Amen. 

- Renee Alfaro 

Family activity: 

Be ready for Advent! Talk with your family or household and decide when and where 

you will read these daily devotions. Breakfast? Dinner? On a zoom call during your 

lunch break? Make a plan you can stick to!  
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December 1 John 1:35-42  
We see Christ’s first two disciples choose to follow Him. John the Baptist identifies 

Jesus as the Lamb of God. The disciples then leave John to follow Jesus, asking where 

he is staying. I love verse 39, where Jesus tells them simply, “Come and see.” They take 

him up on the invitation and spend the day in His company. 

Just as He did with these first disciples, Jesus extends a personal invitation to each of 

us to come, to see, and to experience life with Him. The disciples had been given 

information but were truly transformed through their relationship with Jesus. As they 

spent time with Him, their faith grew. They were first curious and, when asked, they 

obeyed. Faith often begins with these kinds of acts. 

Andrew, one of the two disciples, once he got to know Jesus, goes to tell his brother 

Simon about his experience. We too, once we truly know and decide to follow Jesus, 

are driven to share the good news about Him with others. We want to share our joy in 

building a relationship with Christ so that others may also know that joy. Faith begins 

when someone points us to Jesus, deepens when we spend personal time with Him, 

and expands as we invite others to come and to see. 

Dearest Heavenly Father, thank you for inviting us to come and to see where you dwell. Like 

those first two disciples, we long to follow you and to grow closer in our relationship with you. 

We seek to listen, learn, and walk in the ways you choose for us. Help us always to be assured 

that you are indeed the Lamb of God who has come to take away our sins. Help us be like John 

the Baptist, pointing others to you. And help us to model what we see in Andrew, boldly sharing 

our faith with joy but also with sensitivity so that others may come and see for themselves the 

grace and redemption found in you, our precious Lord. In your holy name we pray. Amen.  

- Vicki Bigham 

Family activity: 
We see many different names for Jesus in these verses. How many do you count? 

What are different names that you have, and what do they say about you?  
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December 2 morning  Genesis 9:8-17 

A noted scholar, Karoline Lewis of Luther Seminary recently mused “Our God is a 

covenantal God” or God is a God of relationships. The Old Testament has many 

examples of that for which God strives, such as the covenant with Abraham (Genesis 

12:1-3), the covenant with Moses (Exodus 19-24), and the covenant with David (2 

Samuel 7:12-13). These covenants are characterized by the ancient model: If I do A, 

you will do B. The covenant with Noah in Genesis 9, on the other hand, is quite 

different in that it has both no reciprocal responsibilities for the people and, as well, 

there is a divine sign to memorialize His promise. The sign of this covenant is God’s 

”bow”, His war bow, which, in fact, is pointed upward – were He to shoot an arrow, 

He would be shooting at Himself. The restoration of His relationship with the totality 

of His creation was ever so important that He was willing to shoulder full 

responsibility for this covenant. Carry this willingness forward for a couple of 

millennia and we are now waiting for the act, namely, the incarnation of His son, by 

which we will be justified “by his grace as a gift”. (Romans 3:24a). And we wait 

breathlessly. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Ever so gracious God, we know in our heart of hearts that we do not deserve the gift of your Son. 

Thank you nonetheless for wanting to have a close relationship with us. Amen.  

- John Turnquist 

Family activity: 

The rainbow is one of the signs of God’s covenant, God’s promise, to us. If you were 

to make a promise, what would your sign look like? Write, draw, sculpt, or create your 

sign of a promise.   
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December 2 evening       Genesis 9:1-17 

Do you remember seeing your first rainbow? What did you think? Can you imagine 

what Noah and his family thought seeing the very first rainbow? For me, there’s 

nothing more spectacular than a rainbow. The glorious colors, the high arch, I never 

tire of looking at a rainbow. We don’t see them often in Houston which makes them 

extra special when we do.  

In our reading for today, we learn the origin of the rainbow. This chapter highlights 

God’s desire for a relationship with humanity and his willingness to show mercy. 

Following the flood, God blesses Noah and his sons commanding them to multiply 

and fill the earth. God establishes his covenant with Noah, his descendants, and every 

living creature, promising never to destroy the earth again by flood.  

God set the rainbow as the sign of His covenant. This is an eternal covenant with 

every creature on earth. It is a promise to all generations and symbol of God’s 

enduring grace. The rainbow tells us that God’s divine mercy will always shine 

through. Even amid our failures we see God’s redemptive work continuing, pointing 

towards hope. God wants a relationship with each one of us and the rainbow serves as 

a sign of His lasting love for all humanity.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the eternal covenant you made with all creatures symbolized 

by the rainbow. Thank you for loving us and being merciful to us. In your name we pray. Amen. 

- Linda Martens  
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December 3 Matthew 24:23-35 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  

-Matthew 24: 35 (NRSVUE)  

I have always loved this time of year. I enjoy the music, the concerts, the lights that 

bring light to even the darkest of nights, and the messages of faith, hope, joy, love and 

light during the season of Advent. Advent is a time where we are preparing for our 

Lord and Savior Jesus to be born culminating in a glorious celebration on Christmas 

Eve. However, many of the passages during this season point to Jesus’ second coming. 

That brings us to today’s passage. Today’s reading is a portion of Jesus’ Olivet dis-

course. As part of this passage, Jesus is revealing signs of what will happen at the end 

of this age and preparing his disciples of what to look for when Christ comes again. It 

is easy to get caught up in the timing of these events. However, I think the point 

might be to remind us to be ready by living a life of faith in Jesus. We can trust in 

God’s promises and live a life that follows Jesus. How can we do this? We can pray, we 

can help those in need, we can be a friend to someone who is lonely, we can worship, 

and we can show love through all these ways and more. This earth is a temporary resi-

dence, but God’s words will never pass away.  

Dear God, I praise you for your Word. Guide us in the way that gives you glory. Give us eyes to 

see and ears to hear so that we may show love to those around us. It is in Jesus Christ’s Name, 

we pray. Amen. 

- Kristen Schulze 

Family activity: 

Play I spy! “Look! I spy something ______.” If you saw Jesus, how would you describe 

him?  
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December 4 Isaiah 11:1-10 

Hi, my name is Addie Ray, and I would like to talk about my family tree, and why I 

would like to talk about this is because my bible verse relates to this. 

My grandma likes to study genealogy. We can trace my dad’s family tree back to 1694. 

One of my favorite subjects in school is history so knowing my family tree is pretty 

cool to me. Also, I love learning about people that made their mark on the world and 

sometimes they’re everyday people like me, you, and Harriet Tubman, Malala 

Yousafzai, Amelia Earhart, Abraham Lincoln and so much more. 

I really like learning about these people because I like learning about how they make 

good choices and stand up for what’s right and make their voices heard. This makes 

me think of a book that I read in school about kindness and how one small act of 

kindness makes a BIG difference. 

The bible verse for today tells us about this great person that is coming to earth from 

Jesse’s family tree – Jesus! And why I am telling you this is because Jesus did one big 

act of kindness not small, BIG. And it’s not just kindness, it’s bravery and love. 

Dear God, thank you for people who stand up for us and make their voices heard who speak out 

against the wrong. And thank you for Jesus and the kindness that we have in our hearts. Amen.  

- Addie Ray—4th Grade 

Family activity: 

Today’s text talks about the “Branch of Jesse” which is the family tree of Joseph, Jesus’ 

earthly father. Design your own family tree with as many family members as you can 

name.  
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December 5 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Psalm 72 is an entreaty to God. The people ask God to teach a leader God's own 

righteousness to better cope with the human frailties. Of special concern is justice, 

food for the poor and protection for the oppressed. 

King Solomon once said, "there is nothing new under the sun." His words, in this 

instance, seem to apply. After 2000 years we are still seeking the same end to the same 

persistent problems. We cry out for justice knowing justice cannot be even handed 

because people are not given even circumstances. 

When we distribute God’s bounty of food to the needy there is solace for the giver as 

well as for the needy. Sharing with our neighbors in this way is my family’s way of 

letting God work through our leaders who make the funds available to work through 

our willing hands. 

Kindness is one way to protect the oppressed. Kindness costs nothing of the giver and 

is invaluable to the one experiencing oppression. Thank you for the strength to show 

kindness amid oppression. May God’s greatness last forever. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the mercy You show us each morning. Please help us chose a 

righteous leader who can care for all our people. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

- Charlotte McQuown  

Family activity: 

The sun goes down earlier and earlier, and Christmas lights bring extra joy when they 

illuminate the darkness! Good leaders are like light to the darkness. What does that 

mean to you?  
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December 6  Romans 15:4-13 

Have you ever overlooked or ignored the signposts in your life of where God was  

leading you until you looked back and found it was quite evident all along? I know I 

have. For years God had been preparing me to become a teacher, but I didn’t pay  

attention because it was not MY intent. It took me until my mid 40’s to answer the 

call and recognize the path that had been laid for me. 

As Christians, we often emphasize the New Testament over the Old. In doing so, we 

can miss what Paul refers to as “that which was written to teach us”. Jesus came as the 

fulfilment of the promises God made to our ancestors. Paul reminds the Romans that 

Isaiah prophesied, over 700 years before, the lineage of Jesus and that the gentiles 

would hope in Him. 

All the signposts are written there in the Old Testament pointing to The New  

Testament Jesus. We have only to look back. 

Dear Lord, keep us focused on the signposts you have laid to teach us, so that we may not stray 

from the path but have hope. Amen. 

- Diane Garibay 

Family activity: 

Go on a walk today and look for signs of hope. Do you see a small plant with room to 

grow? Do you see a neighbor being helpful? How can you show a sign of hope on your 

walk?  
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December 7 Matthew 3:1-12 

John the Baptist’s arrival in the wilderness was not merely a historical event, it was 

God’s disruption intended to prepare people’s hearts for the Messiah. His message 

was simple as was his diet of locusts and wild honey: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:2) This was a radical call for internal transformation, 

not just outward religious observance. 

The religious leaders of the day, the Pharisees and Sadducees, assumed their spiritual 

inheritance as descendants of Abraham granted them favor with God. John 

disapproves this assumption, warning them to “bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 

This was a powerful lesson; our standing with God is not based on our ancestral 

descent, our church attendance, or our good deeds, but on a sincere change of heart 

that produces visible change in our lives. 

John’s baptism with water was a public outcry of this internal repentance. But he 

predicted one mightier than he, who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

This was the coming Messiah, Jesus, who would not only offer a fresh start but would 

also bring the power to live a new life. 

John’s words remind us that preparing for Jesus, whether for his first coming or his 

second, requires turning away from our own self-righteousness and acknowledging our 

need for a Savior. It is a call to produce real, spiritual fruit that proves our hearts have 

been transformed. The good news is that for those who do, Jesus offers a cleansing 

that goes deeper than any external act, filling us with his Holy Spirit. 

Heavenly Father, we pray that we would live lives of repentance, making straight the path for 

your coming by preparing our hearts. We ask for humility and a willingness to change, turning 

away from self-centeredness and toward your Kingdom. May we be your voice, proclaiming your 

love through our actions and living with generosity and kindness as we await the coming of your 

Son. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

- Skip Brinz 
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Family activity: 

John the Baptist prepares or clears the way for Jesus. Create a simple obstacle course 

in a room or hallway using pillows, furniture, or toys. Take turns moving through the 

course, with others helping to “clear the path” to make it easier each time (e.g., 

moving pillows aside, smoothing out blankets). As you “clear the way,” talk about how 

we can clear away things in our hearts that might distract us from focusing on Jesus 

during Advent.  
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December 8 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 
As we move deeper into this season of Advent, we are drawn to Jesus coming into the 

world and bringing the hope of the Kingdom of God to a world in darkness. Yet, at 

the very same time, we are drawn to Jesus coming into the world, once again to 

transform that hope into reality. I like to imagine Advent being “bookended” by Jesus’ 

first coming and Jesus’ second coming. 

This focus toward Jesus coming again, is Paul’s message in his correspondence to the 

church Thessalonica. The church in this letter perceives the time frame being 

bookended by Jesus’ comings into the world not in terms of millennia as we do, but in 

years or even months. Paul’s epistles all contain a supposition, that Jesus would be 

returning very soon. He is so fervent in this understanding, it raised concerns among 

the followers of Jesus around those who had died or may die before Jesus comes again. 

Chapter 4 of this letter, draw us to the immediacy of the church’s concern which is 

that if Jesus’ return is imminent, then how will this new family called the body of 

Christ be able to remain as one when some of that body are now separated by death. 

Paul assures them that the promised Kingdom will be comprised of all who have been 

claimed in baptism. The dead will be raised to live alongside those who are alive when 

the end comes. 

Paul is speaking directly to every one of us who is waiting in this bookended period 

between incarnation and return. Whether that time is decades or thousands of years, 

Paul is calling us to return to the promise. To cling to this family of believers which is 

always being created anew. To console one another in the realities of life and death in 

this meantime. To live a life that responds to Jesus’ work on the cross. To live with the 

expectation that we will be the last generation of this world, and the first of the world 

to come. 

Advent is a powerful witness to living like the tomb is still empty. It allows the hope of 

eternal life to be settled fact. So that our witness can truly be present in this world 
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which is still waiting expectantly for Jesus’ promises to be fulfilled for all times. 

Father in heaven, we stand before you in this time between your birth and the birth of the 

coming Kingdom. As we pray to you, we trust you have stood before us, will stand after us, and 

stand forever as the Living One. Accompany us in our urgency to share your Gospel, and bless 

this time, as your time given graciously to us your people. Amen. 

- Jay Shailer  

Family activity: 

What is one way you can show love or quiet strength this week? Ideas could be: being 

kind to a sibling, doing a chore without being asked, being patient, helping someone 

at school, etc. Report back!  
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December 9      Isaiah 41:14-20  
I will make cedars grow in the desert. (Isaiah 41:19) 

BLOOMING IN THE DESERT 

In this passage, God spoke to His people at a time when they felt powerless and 

hopeless. Israel was small, exiled and seemingly forgotten. The people were 

surrounded by stronger nations, crushed under the weight of fear and despair, with 

no sign of the promised land they were told they will conquer. Probably, most of us 

have felt like that at some point in our life, when the scenario is not encouraging. All 

we can see around us are dried deserts and barren wilderness, so we think we are 

alone and lost. The next step looks like giving up, and our dreams and goals start 

fading in our hearts. 

Even though everything seems impossible, God’s voice breaks through. “I will turn 

the desert into pools of water and the dry land into flowing springs.” (v. 18) The Holy 

One of Israel steps into our struggle. In every challenge, we can rest in the assurance 

that the Almighty is not indifferent. He is declaring personal involvement. This is not 

just a promise of provision, but a promise of transformation. He changes the 

landscape of our lives. He turns deserts into gardens and wastelands into places of 

growth and beauty. So, we can testify that where there was death, now there is life, 

and where there was emptiness, now there is abundance. The purpose of this renewal 

is not only to bless His people, but so that all may “see and know that the powerful 

hand of the Lord has done this.” (v. 20) 

So today, if we are walking the desert of our life and we feel weak or forgotten, take 

heart. God knows our needs, and He is not far. Nothing escapes His control. He has 

a plan for us, our families, our beloved ones and for the entire world. Have peace of 

mind, knowing that we are loved by our Heavenly Father so we can bloom in the 

desert. 

 



17  

Lord, thank you for your promises and help me trust in Your process. Amen. 

- Christian Garcia—ESL student (Denise Cook’s class) 

Family activity: 

Go outside together and look for something small and easily overlooked — a pebble, a 

leaf, a tiny flower, even a piece of bark. Let each person hold their item and talk about 

how God can take something small or “weak” and make it strong and full of purpose. 

End by thanking God for being the one who helps and strengthens us, even when we 

feel little.  
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December 10 Matthew 12:33-37 

When I first read through this passage, I connected with verse 35, “The good person 

brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil person brings evil things out of 

evil treasure." I think that treasure is what is in your heart. Jesus gives us faith, which 

encourages us to do kind things. Even if it seems there is more evil than good, you 

should always try to help and do your part to make society better. Help the homeless, 

help the poor, help anyone who needs it. We can use our faith to help others as we 

show the kindness Jesus taught us. 

People who are mean are usually scared, lonely, or afraid. Maybe, by just trying to be 

kind, you can help them learn how to be good. Who knows, you might find a friend. 

Poppy from the Cat Kid Comic Club once said “The smallest thing can move stuff in 

ways we can’t even see. They touch so many other things, and in a small way because 

of that smallest act, this whole place will never be quite the same again.” This pairs 

with Galatians 6:9, “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,..” What I take 

these quotes to mean is the smallest act of kindness can mean a lot to someone. 

What act of kindness can you do during this season of Advent? During this time of 

Advent, I encourage you to be kind whenever you can. Remember, no act of kindness 

is too small when the Holy Spirit has moved you. 

Dear Lord, thank you for showing us how to be kind. Help us use our actions and words to show 

kindness to others. Help our actions reach those who are unkind and change their hearts to good, 

through Your Holy Spirit, who works faith in Jesus. Amen. 

- James Barbour—5th grade  

Family activity: 

Talk together about how your words show what’s in your heart. Then, take turns 

saying something kind to each other, like a “heart seed,” and watch how many kind 

words you can share in one minute. End by giving each other a high-five or hug to 

celebrate planting good words.  
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December 11 Isaiah 35:1-10 

Isaiah 35 is part of the prophetic corpus of a prophet known to us only as Second 

Isaiah. He wrote to the Judahites in exile in Babylon, people who had lost everything 

of consequence, namely, their homes, their temple, their land. In the most-hopeful 

language, the prophet foresaw their return home. The modern paraphrase describes 

what they will find: “the eyes of the blind be opened”, “the ears of the deaf be 

cleared”, “the desert will bloom with flowers”, “the wolf shall befriend the small 

lamb”, “the poor will be judged with justice”, “the hungry will laugh in gladness”, “the 

calf and the lion shall follow the child who guides”. (Be Strong, Fear Not, Thomas 

Keesecker, Concordia Publishing House 1992). It was as if this sixth-century-BCE 

prophet had an inkling of what his predecessor, First Isaiah, had prophesied two 

hundred years earlier, namely, “a young woman shall conceive and bear a son…”, 

which the angel Gabriel instructs, in Luke 1:31b, “will be name(d) Jesus”. Ever so 

worth the wait! And so the composer urges “Be strong, fear not, here is your God. He 

comes to save us.”  

Holy and most merciful God, as the psalmist asserts, “I lift my eyes to the hills – from where will 

my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2). 

Amen.  

- John Turnquist  

Family activity: 

In the bible passage today, we see ideas of hopeful things – the desert will bloom into 

flowers, the wolf will befriend the lamb. What is your idea of a hopeful thing? Can 

you draw it? Sculpt it? Describe it?  
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December 12 Psalm 146:5-10 

The Message version of these verses has two lines that jump out at me: "He (God) 

always does what he says..." and "God's in charge - always." The New International 

version reads ..."he remains faithful forever....the Lord loves the righteous......but he 

frustrates the ways of the wicked....The Lord reigns forever." 

Present day society is a disposable society. A new and better product is always 

appearing and advertised highly so we will buy it! The thought of 'forever' is not a 

common one. But God is 'ALWAYS'. Knowing this makes such a difference in our 

lives. We know, believe and trust that God will ALWAYS be walking along side of us 

protecting us and loving us - REGARDLESS! 

Because of this, we can experience true peace - the peace of Christ. It is hard to find 

this kind of peace in today's world. The news seems to be filled with the really ugly 

side of life. NBC ends their segment every night with "and there is good news tonight" 

and then they tell a story that demonstrates love and caring of some kind. It isn't 

much, but every little bit helps. How we treat our neighbors, refugees seeking asylum, 

those that have different ideologies than ours, the hungry etc. is evidence of how 

dedicated we are to being righteous people. 

Father God, You send your servants out over paths untrod and through perils unknown. Put the 

thoughts into my mind that you want me to think, and the feelings in my heart that you want 

me to feel. Strengthen my body so that I may do the work you put in front of me, strengthen my 

mind so I may stay in a conscious relationship with you, and add zeal to my spirit so I may find 

joy in doing these things. I pray this all in Jesus' name. Amen. 

- Darlene Boggs  

Family activity: 

Turn on some music and praise God by having a dance party! What kind of music will 

you choose – Christmas music? Christian music? Your favorite dance mix? The choice 

is yours!  
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December 13       James 5:7-10 

We are often told “patience is a virtue,” and in the most literal sense it is true. It’s 

pretty universally acknowledged that patience is better than the alternative. That’s 

become essentially folk wisdom. 

Advent is a season of waiting the arrival of Christ. Of course, we know that Jesus has 

already been here and gone in human form, but we take this time of year to imagine 

ourselves in the position of the world before Christ. It’s an exercise in empathy, 

placing ourselves in the shoes of the ancient people who were waiting for a Savior. 

The stress of waiting, of remaining unfulfilled can lead to tension. Airports are full of 

it. We know the flight will be happening soon, but until then we carry the stress with 

us, hoping things will work out the way we’ve planned, but trying to remain prepared 

to adjust if they don’t. In this chapter, we’re instructed not to grumble against each 

other. Maybe it’s better to think about a family holiday at home. When my family gets 

together for a holiday dinner, we entertain ourselves with conversation, catching up, 

and games. I’ve already picked out the board games I’m taking. It helps take our mind 

off the waiting. 

God, help us to remain patient as we wait for the arrival of Jesus. Keep us mindful of the many 

who have waited before us. As we prepare for the advent of the Christ Child, help us to live in 

peace with one another. Amen.  

- Robert Lewis  

Family activity: 

Who can make the best grumble noise? We often grumble at people when we 

aren’t patient – when we are waiting in line, when a friend doesn’t share, when a 

sibling tests our limits. How can you practice being patient in this season of 

Advent?  
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December 14 Matthew 11:2-11 

Advent is the announcement and preparing our welcome of our Savior, Jesus Christ 

to Earth. This announcement is very similar to what John the Baptist was telling 

everyone in today’s scripture reading. John is announcing, "The Savior of the world is 

coming to us soon. Make ready so you can receive Him." In today’s language I think 

he’s saying, “Get ready your hearts for the celebration of the greatest event that ever 

happened, the birth of Jesus." 

This announcement comes alive on Christmas Eve. It is so powerful and exhilarating 

to allow Jesus into one’s life. The feelings that are felt when we stand and sing "Silent 

Night", by candlelight in the worship services on Christmas Eve have the power to be 

life changing. 

Our advent voice also, urges to slow down and listen and witness the peace that Christ 

brings to the season. I encourage you to prepare a place in your heart/life for Christ. 

Let Him do what He wants to. Advent is a time to do a little house cleaning within 

our heart and mind so that Christ has a place to stay and feel welcome. What better 

wing man to have then Jesus Christ? With Him by our side what can't we do? How 

nice it is to feel His power and peace. 

God, help us slow down, listen and welcome Jesus today and always. Amen.  

- Ken Mersiovsky 

Family activity: 

John the Baptist was the messenger for Jesus, telling everyone about Jesus before he 

came. Play charades to share your message.  
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December 15 Psalm 42 
As a young adult, I often find myself in the quiet middle — no longer part of youth 

group, not in the family stage, not quite fitting into older adult circles. In a time when 

connections can be hard to make, this season can feel especially undefined. I’m 

grateful for my church family, but I miss the kind of age-group connection that once 

came more naturally — the friendships, the shared experiences, the sense of growing 

together with others in the same life stage. 

I haven’t found that space yet. Maybe part of this journey is expanding my search, 

trusting that somewhere, God is preparing something for people like me. 

Psalm 42 shows us first that longing is not weakness — it’s worship. The psalmist pours 

out his soul, remembering the joy of being surrounded by others in praise. I have that 

— but the space still feels only partially fulfilled. Second, the psalm shows us that it’s 

okay to ask questions of God. “Why, my soul, are you downcast?” “Why have you 

forgotten me?” These aren’t signs of doubt — they’re signs of relationship. God 

welcomes our honest prayers. 

So, in this season of Advent, I choose to trust. I choose to keep searching. I choose to 

believe that God sees this season and honors the desire for belonging. I will celebrate 

this season of Advent with my church family and my immediate family — sharing joy, 

worship, and togetherness. And as we approach the changing of the year, I will hope 

for new beginnings, deeper connection, and the unfolding of what God has been 

preparing all along. 

Lord, thank you for this season of hope. Even in the in-between you are near. Help us keep 

searching with faith, trusting your preparing places for us to grow and belong. Amen. 

- Kerry McQuown 

Family activity: 

Have you ever felt forgotten? What was that like? Have you ever accidentally forgotten 

someone? God never forgets us!  
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December 16 Ezekiel 47:1-12 

Today’s bible passage reminds me of the song “There shall be Peace like a river, there 

shall be peace like a river, there shall be peace like a river in my soul…” I loved this 

song growing up because it not only talked about peace but also joy and love and all of 

those traits we cherish as Christians were represented by different forms of water. 

Growing up with Grandpa and Grandma Meyer and many other family members who 

depended on just the right amount of rain at the precise time of the year to produce 

their cotton crop was a marvelous thing. I also witnessed tears and defeat when storms 

full of hail or tornadoes came and the strongest of men cried as they watched their 

livelihood for that year disappear within a few minutes. 

Through all the different seasons and times of scarcity or abundance, it was the water 

of our Baptism which ultimately produced peace, love, joy, healing and hope. 

Amongst the cotton fields and gardens full of peas, squash, corn, okra, cantaloupe, 

watermelon, peaches, and apricots we learned about how work bears fruit and fruit 

bears life and healing. 

So as we listen to the voices of Advent, may we find peace , joy, love and hope like a 

river for our souls. 

Heavenly Father, provider of every good thing on earth. We celebrate your creation during ad-

vent. Help us to be good stewards of all of the concrete and abstract things you have bestowed 

upon us. Always let us remember we are healed and forgiven and made your own in the waters 

of our Baptism. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

- Angie Meyer 

Family activity: 

Name everything that needs water. How many different ways do you use water in a 

day? I wonder how many times water is mentioned in the bible?  
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December 17 Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 

We see Jesus moving with compassion and authority. He touches people’s lives, 

transforms their situations, and frees those trapped by fear or forces beyond their 

control. First, He heals and lifts up the sick; then He confronts the men possessed by 

demons, showing that no darkness can resist His presence. Every action of Jesus 

reminds me that His power has no limits and that He comes close to me in every 

challenge. 

As I reflect on this passage, I can weave its lessons into my own life. I have experienced 

loss and moments of pain that made me feel trapped in my emotions, and I have faced 

inner battles that seem impossible to overcome. Yet, just as Jesus freed the men in 

Gadara, He can enter my fears and thoughts, bring clarity, and restore peace. His 

presence sustains me and reminds me that I am never alone. 

I also see His love reflected in the wonderful family who surrounds me and supports 

me. Jesus walks with me, strengthening my heart and guiding me toward hope, 

showing me that His grace transforms even the hardest moments. 

Lord Jesus, thank You for entering my battles with love and authority. Free me from everything 

that holds me back, calm my mind, and strengthen my heart. May Your peace rule in my life, 

and may I reflect Your love and grace every day. Amen.  

- Maria (Auxi) Romero 

Family activity: 

We know God can heal those who are sick and hurt. Write the name of someone who 

is sick or hurt on a bandaid and keep it where you can see it. Every time you see it, say 

a short prayer for that person.  
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December 18  Isaiah 7:10-16 

It’s a week away from Christmas. Are you ready? 

There’s so much happening in our world and likely in our lives that leave us with 

doubts and questions about faith and life. I think today’s reading from Isaiah offers us 

a chance to name the doubts and acknowledge they are really there. 

I have heard the incarnation described as God coming to us in the “muck”. We are to 

fear, love and trust God even when things are not clear or mucky. God is with us – 

Emmanuel. God is now here. This is the promise of love, hope, peace and joy that we 

can cling to today and everyday. Are you ready to receive this gift? 

Gracious God, O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. Amen. 

- Lynnae Schatz  

Family activity: 

Fill a shallow dish with water and sprinkle pepper evenly across the surface. Dip a 

finger in dish soap and touch it to the water—the pepper will suddenly scatter to the 

edges of the dish. What happens? Pretend the pepper is evil, and the soap is God. 

God pushes away the evil in our lives so we have clean and pure life-giving water!  
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December 19    Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” 

This cry for help occurs, not once, not twice, but three times in this psalm. Why? 

These repeated requests stand in stark contrast to verses 4 – 6, which are filled with 

complaints questioning the Lord’s response. I take comfort in these complaints 

because they are familiar. I too complain when God does not respond with my desired 

and hopeful outcome. I am reminded that my plans are naïve. 

These repeated requests also stand in stark contrast in how I tend to approach the 

Lord in prayer. I often try to be self-reliant, usually resulting in negative effects. Even 

when I request help, it is not often that I revisit those requests. This psalm teaches me 

to ask God for help and then ask again. To take time to discern God’s answer and 

then to ask again. 

This psalm also gives us a glimpse of God’s unexpected plan. To the one at God’s 

right hand who gives us life. To the one through which we are restored, not through 

power and might but through love and sacrifice. 

“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” Give us faith like 

the psalmist, seeking your help repeatedly. We are thankful for your steadfast love and your gift 

of grace. We pray in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, Amen.  

- Aaron Guerrero 

Family activity: 

In the bible passage today, the author says “let your face shine, O God!” Let’s let our 

flashlights shine! Play hide-and-go-seek or tag with flashlights. God shines light into 

the darkness!  
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December 20 Romans 1:1-7 

Paul begins his letter to the Romans by introducing himself to an audience in Rome 

who had not met him. This was the customary way to begin a letter at that time, but 

he also wanted to explain why he was qualified to write about Christ. Later in the  

letter he discusses serious theological concepts that have been debated ever since. 

However, what resonated the most with me in these first seven verses was his emphasis 

on God's grace. Paul clearly was grateful for how God transformed his heart and  

career from being a zealous persecutor of the believers in Christ to St. Paul of the New 

Testament. 

I was drawn to grace late in life, which might be why it means so much to me. The  

religion of my childhood and early adult years held the position that grace is only  

available through priests, who were trained to judge whether or not I was worthy to 

receive their grace. So, it took a long, long time to unlearn those lessons and begin to 

let God reset my spiritual awareness. At first, it seemed radical and felt irreverent that 

the Creator/Supreme Divine Being was not mad at me and actually loved me without 

me having to earn it or sacrifice for it. To think that I was able to receive goodness 

from God "just like that" seemed far too good to be true. 

Grace is not something that I can wrap my head around or figure out. Sure, there is 

plenty to read, watch and listen to, but it seems that grace is known through the heart, 

not the mind. Minds are great for problem solving but, thankfully, God no longer 

seems like a problem to solve. 

Advent is a beautiful season to reflect on God's goodness and generosity. The story of 

Mary, Joseph and the birth of Jesus are packed with them, and I suppose you have 

your own personal experiences and memories. I think St. Paul's frequent wish of grace 

and peace to his readers would be fitting today as well. 
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Dear God, I am grateful that you are good and loving and gracious. May we dare to constantly 

surrender to your grace and let our hearts rest in your joy and peace. Yes, we will still face chal-

lenges and pain but trusting in the goodness and wisdom that you constantly have on hand for 

us is far better than when I try to control and manipulate the world around me on my own 

terms, separate from you. 

- Mike Prejean  

Family activity: 

If the weather is nice today, write “Grace to you and peace” on the sidewalk or your 

driveway. If the weather isn’t nice enough for that, think of ways you can share that 

message with others. Can you send someone an audio message? Can you write or draw 

a card and deliver it?  
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December 21 morning Matthew 1:18-25 

Sometimes I pause and wonder how I would have responded if God had asked me to 

accept a plan as unexpected as the one given to Mary. Would I have had the faith to 

trust Him, even without understanding everything? Most likely, I would have felt fear 

and uncertainty. 

Yet Mary and Joseph show us a deep example of obedience and trust. Mary accepted 

her role as the mother of the Savior with humility and faith, and Joseph listened 

carefully to God’s voice, protecting and supporting his family with love. Their trust 

allowed God’s plan to unfold, bringing hope and life into the world. 

I also reflect on seasons in my own life when I have experienced distance and 

separation from loved ones—times when I could not be near my family or say goodbye 

in person. Those moments are painful, but like Mary and Joseph, I have learned that 

even in waiting and separation, trusting God allows His plan to unfold. 

May the story of Mary and Joseph inspire us to open our hearts to God, to care for 

and protect our families, and to act with faith and hope, even when we do not 

understand the full path. 

Lord, help us trust You in every moment of uncertainty, distance, or loss. Strengthen our homes, 

our family bonds, and our faith. Teach us to live with love, patience, and dedication, reflecting 

Your mercy and peace in every action. Amen.  

- Celene Nucette  
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December 21 evening Matthew 1:18-25 
GOD WITH US 

The history of the birth of Jesus teaches us that God’s plans are revealed in the the 

midst of confusion. Mary was chosen by the Lord to carry in her belly the Savior of 

the world. When Jose realized she was pregnant, he faced a hard situation: on one 

side, he loved Mary, but on 

the other side he didn’t understand what was happening. However, his fair and 

obedient heart led him to hear God’s voice through dreams. The Angel said: “Don’t 

be afraid to take Mary with you, because the Holy Spirit has conceived a baby in her.” 

In this moment, Jose learned that the true faith is based in what you don’t see, but in 

God’s promises. 

Many times also God asks us to walk by faith, although we don’t see and understand 

everything. Jesus came to the world to fulfill the prophecy: “The Virgin will conceive 

and give birth to a child, and you will give him the name Emmanuel, which means 

God is with us.” This promise is still alive today. No matter how uncertain the road 

seems, God is present in the middle of our decisions, fights and fears. 

Like Jose, we are called to obey even when we don’t fully understand. When we trust, 

He is in charge of doing His perfect purpose. 

Lord, teach me to trust in you as Jose trusted. Help me to recognize your presence in each step 

and believe that Jesus, Emmanuel, is with me today an all the time. Amen. 

- Wilter Rosales  

ESL Student—Denise Cook’s class  

Family activity: 

Talk about how Joseph listened to God even when things felt confusing or surprising. 

Then, play a simple “follow the leader” game, taking turns leading the family with 

gentle motions while everyone else follows. End by sharing one small way you can 

listen for God or choose to trust God this week.  
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December 22 Luke 1:46b-55 

Are you a fan of surprises? Do you like to be the organizer of a surprise or the one that 

is surprised? Mary’s song begins with a big surprise! How do you think Mary felt 

receiving this news? 

She didn’t expect anything amazing to happen to her, as she was just living her normal 

life. Quickly, she realized something amazing was beginning with her life, and it made 

her heart happy. Mary sang her song because she felt loved and noticed. She knew 

that God cared about her, even though she was so young and ordinary. 

How can we learn from Mary’s song during this Advent season? Sometimes, we feel 

small or unsure too. We might wonder if what we do matters, or if anyone sees just 

how hard we try. Mary reminds us that the simple things – kindness, helping 

someone, saying thank you, practicing patience – can be just how goodness begins. 

What are some little things that make your day brighter? Sharing a meal with a friend? 

A coworker noticing your efforts? An unexpected hug? These tiny moments can be a 

spark of hope. Mary paid attention to moments like that, and they helped her trust 

that she was being used for something good in her life. 

As we continue our wait for Christmas, look for those small signs of love around you. 

Write them down, tell someone about them, or sing a song! 

God, thank you for loving us in big and small ways. Help us notice the good around us and 

allow us to continue to share kindness and your love with others. Amen.  

- Hannah Macon 

Family activity: 

Mary praises God with her whole heart so make a blessing tower! Take turns as each 

family member places a block (Jenga, Lego, recycled cardboard boxes, couch pillows, 

etc.) in a tower formation and names a blessing they’re thankful for. When the tower 

tumbles, shout AMEN together! Start again if you’d like. 
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December 23 Galations 3:6-14 

In Christ We Are One 

“So also, Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  

– Galatians 3:6 

Abraham was a pilgrim. He left his homeland not knowing where he was going, 

guided only by God’s voice and the promise of a future blessing. In many ways, 

immigrants today live a similar story: we leave our countries seeking hope, security, 

and a better life. Our journey, like Abraham’s, is filled with uncertainty, weariness, 

and faith. 

Paul reminds us that Abraham’s blessing comes to all who believe, regardless of their 

origin. In Christ, there are no borders or divisions: we are all part of the same family, 

heirs of the promise. This message resonates especially during Advent, a time of 

waiting and trusting in the God who keeps his word. 

Jesus himself knew what it is to be a foreigner: he was born far from home, and his 

family fled to Egypt seeking refuge. He understands the heart of the immigrant and 

walks with those of us who wait in the midst of uncertainty. 

In this Advent, as we remember God's promises, I ask you to think of those who, like 

Abraham, live by faith in foreign lands. May their hope inspire us to believe that God 

continues to work, opening paths and fulfilling promises even during displacement. 

Lord, accompany those of us who have left our homeland in search of hope. Renew our faith, so 

that we may trust in your promises and recognize that in Christ we are all one. Amen.  

- Pastor Adriana Johnson-Rivas 

Family activity: 

Talk briefly about Abraham’s trust. Faith is trusting God even when things are unsure. 

Take turns leading someone around the house or around an obstacle course with their 

eyes closed. They have to listen and trust the person guiding them!  
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December 24 Luke 2:1-14 

Today’s text depicts Jesus’ nativity; and Luke subtly weaves together various postures 

and social positions in his birth narrative. Luke’s style of narrative reminds us that 

everyone has a nativity story-a birthplace, a hometown, an ancestry or a family lineage. 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. Interrupting the shepherds’ quiet, dark night was the shining 

presence of an angel and the glory of the Lord who brought good tidings to them. The 

shepherds were regarded as social outcasts. As a class, shepherds had a bad reputation 

and were regarded unreliable. It’s very interesting that the gospel comes through the 

unlearned, unreliable, and social outcasts. 

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior: The angel announced 

the birth of a Savior, which was (and is) exactly the need of mankind. We don’t need 

another president, governor, advisor, a reformer, or a committee, but a Savior. 

After the angel’s announcement, a whole band of angels appeared and proclaimed 

peace. That’s what the world needed then, and needs now. Peace! 

The people of the first century world sensed the need for peace and a savior; and so 

do we today in our world. While any political leader may proclaim peace from war on 

land and sea, yet, s/he is unable to give that peace that passes all human 

understanding - peace from violence, cruelty, hatred, grief, and envy. No human can 

give peace of mind, for which today’s world yearns! 

Oh Lord, our Savior and Messiah, please give us peace in our present time. Amen!  

- Edith Chuta  

Family Activity: 

On your way to church tonight, watch for Christmas lights! See who can be the first to 

spot a baby in a manger in the decorations. When you see a baby in a manger, shout 

“Good news of great joy!”  
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Christmas Day Luke 2:8-20 

The audience sits quietly waiting. Then the soloist takes the stage and begins to sing. 

Suddenly, a choir joins her in song. What an unexpected and wondrous sound! The 

audience wonders: “Where did they get their inspiration? Let’s go look.” They find it 

and are amazed. They decide to share their discovery with others. 

Like a choir, a multitude of angels appeared to the shepherds. They enhanced the 

message that the “soloist” angel had delivered: glory to God in the highest heaven and 

on earth peace, goodwill to men. 

The angels praised God, the one whose kindness, love and wisdom has brought Jesus 

into the world. Their message of peace was offered to all. When God is at peace, 

everything is at peace on earth. After the angels left, the shepherds sought out the 

“inspiration”. It led them to Bethlehem and Jesus in the manger. 

Let all who hear the angels’ song of peace be filled with joy forever. May they share it 

with others. 

Lord, thank you for being our guide during the Advent season. You opened our hearts to hear the 

angels’ song of peace and witness the birth of our Savior. Amen.  

- Susan and Chad Greer 

Family Activity: 

Read about the shepherds hearing the angels and rushing to see Jesus. Then, have 

each family member pretend to be a shepherd running to share good news with the 

others, using excited voices or happy gestures. End by taking turns sharing one piece 

of good news from your own lives this week.  
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